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HE Charters of Colchester take us back to the year 1189, and prove also that 
before that date Colchester was a self-contained borough, with its own Courts, 
with power to appoint its own rulers and justices, with immunity from outside 
exactions, levies, penalties, and obligations, with freedom from the restrictions of 
the forest laws which affected other parts of the county and the country, with the 
cherished liberty of hunting the fox, the hare, and the polecat, and with the 
immemorial right of the river and the fishery in the Colne and its creeks, from bank 
to bank, from North Bridge in the middle of the borough to West Ness at the river's 
mouth about three miles below Brightlingsea. The Charter of 1189 tells us that 
these rights were then "confirmed" to the Burgesses of the royal borough by their 
lord the King. Other ancient documents in the great collection of the 
Borough muniments prove that the town's liberties had been in existence long before 
1189, and had been confirmed by previous Charters. In Saxon times the 
same rights and immunities no doubt existed, though possibly not defined 
with pen and ink and parchment, but maintained by tradition and custom. 
The way in which these rights of Colchester were gradually defined and ex- 
tended and brought into conformity with the gradually developing life of the 
country may be traced in the following translations of the twenty-six known 
Charters of the Borough, which take us by stepping stones, not too far apart, 
through eight centuries of English history. 

The Charters have been treasured with considerable care by the 
successive rulers of the town. The annotations upon them by various Town 
Clerks, and the references made in the Borough Records to their production 



in matters of litigation from time to time in the history of Colchester, show 
that they were studied and that they were often of the utmost importance 
to Colchester and its Burgesses, They are still of the greatest value to the 
town. It is no longer necessary that they should be renewed and confirmed 
from time to time, the modern duties and rights of boroughs being derived 
from Acts of Parliament. But these ancient parchments are necessary as 
title-deeds of the ancient possessions and privileges of Colchester, and have 
been successfully produced and relied upon in recent litigation concerning the 
corporate rights of the Borough as to its fishery and its other properties. 
The Colchester Town Council are indebted to Mr. H, J. Gurdon-Rebow, of 
Wyvenhoe Park, Mayor of Colchester in 1884-5, for the restoration of the 
fine Charter of Charles II. (1663). This Charter was found amongst the 
Rebow papers at Wyvenhoe Park. It is the one which was "surrendered'' 
to Charles II. in 1684 (v. page 127). It had probably been entrusted later 
to Isaac Martin Rebow, who is mentioned as Recorder of the Borough in 
the Charter of 1763 (p. 187). 

During the past few years the Museum and Muniment Committee 
of the Colchester Town Council, of which Committee Mr, J, C, Shenstone 
is Chairman, has been commendably active in the careful arrangement and 
preservation of the Borough Records. Each of the Charters of the Town has 
been sent to the authorities of the British Museum, and has beea carefully 
examined and treated there by experts. Early in the last century Mr. 
Benjamin Strutt (Chamberlain of the Borough in 1806-7, and from 1813 to 
1827) copied them, up to a certain point, in the original Latin. Translations 
were subsequently made for the purposes of litigation. These translations, 
which were defective in some details, have been carefully collated and 
corrected by Mr. Isaac Herbert Jeayes, of the British Museum. The revised 
and completed translations are now published by the Town Council at the 
suggestion of the Museum and Muniment Committee. They have been 
admirably indexed by Mr. William Smith, Committee Clerk, who in the 
preparation of papers in recent litigation concerning the Fishery, and the 
claims of the Freemen, had made himself thoroughly conversant with their 
details, 



Two of the earlier Charters, those of Richard II. and Henry IV. 
are illuminated, but that of Richard II. has been left unfinished. The 
illumination of the Charter of Henry IV. is very rich and remains in 
excellent preservation. It includes portraits of St. Helena and Constantine, 
and the earliest known representation of the Borough Arms. An illustration 
of this initial letter is here given below. The initial letters in the Charters of 
Edward III. and Henry IV. are left in outline, unfinished, though it was evi- 
dently intended that they should be illuminated. In the Charter of Henry VII. 
three initial letters have been omitted altogether. It was obviously intended that 
they should be subsequently added in colour. The Charters of Queen Elizabeth and 
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IlLTJMlNATBD INITIAL LbTTEK OP THE 

Charter Granted to Oolchesteb, 
1413, 
Witli Portraits of St. Helena and her 
son Constantine the Great, who accord- 
ing to tradition was born at Colchester. 

The inscTiption is " Sancfa Elena nata fuit in 
Colcestria. Mater Constantini fuit et Sanctam 
Cruceminvenit Elena." (St. Helen was born in 
Cololiester. Slie was the mother of Constantine, 
and Helen found the Holy Cross). 
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The barge in question was probably one referred to in the Red Paper Book 
of Colchester* as having been made about the year 1375, at the joint expense 
of Colchester, Ipswich, and Hadleigh, for the use of Edward III. in the 
defence of the east coast. The Charter of Edward III. had cost the town 
£40 in fees and probably a good deal more in other expenses. The fees 

* Eed Paper Book. Transcription and Translation published with the sanction of the Colchester Town Council, 1902, page 4. In this connection 
TfflrtBWHWWffW^ H^at tiie -^^ Parchment Book and other archives of Colchester are in course of publication. 



paid for the other Charters and confirmations seem to have varied considerably. 
In the time of Elizabeth the officials charged £12; in the time of Charles I,, 
£20; in the time of Charles II., £13 6s. 8d. ; and in the time of James 11., 
£6 1.3s. 4d. The seals of the following Charters have been lost: Henry V. 
{U13); Henry VIII. (1511); Elizabeth, (1559, and 1584, Grammar School); 
Charles I. (1629 and 1635); Charles II. (1663 and 1684); James II. (1688); 
William and Mary (1693). The other seals are preserved, but some are so 
broken or worn as to be unidentifiable. 

On page 48, Hue 6, will be found a reference to " Nowe Hythe." 
This means New Hethe, or New Hythe, in contradistinction to Old Hethe 
(now Old Heath). "Nowe" was written in the Charter of Edward IV. by 
a mistake of the scribe, and the error has been copied in subsequent 
Charters. 

Necessarily, many of the words used in the translations are obsolete. 
I have added a Glossary giving brief explanations of some of these and 
other words. 

W. GURNEY BENHAM. 
10th February, 1904. 



(3lo88ar^, 



Afeered, or afEeered Confirmed, settled, assessed. Aifeerours were persons appointed to 

settle the penalties of those who had committed faults arbitrarily 
punishable, no express penalty being established for them by 
statute. 

Ambit Circuit or circumference. 

Amercement A fine. 

Assarts Forest lands cleared of trees. 

Attaint and Attainder Process against a jury for having given a false verdict. This appears 

to be the meaning of " writs of attaint " and " writs of attainder " 
mentioned in the Charters. More usually the word "attaint" 
means the deprivation of inherited titles or property on account 
of treason or felony. 

BanUeu The limits of the town, including the liberties outside the walls. 

Certificates, Pleas of Pleas in actions under certificates issued by the Sheriff or other 

authorities. 
Cheatings (p. 52) Double-dealings. The Latin word is "ambidextriis." "Ambidexter" 

is Low Latin for a juror who has accepted bribes from both sides. 
Corporal oath Oath taken by a person with his hand on the corporas or coverlet of 

the Sacrament. 
Collation (p. 71) Act of presentation and institution to a benefice. (Where abishop is 

patron of a living, and confers the living, the presentation and 

institution are one and the same act, and are called a collation to a 

benefice). 
Contempt Failure to carry out the orders of a court. 

Danegeld A land tax, originally imposed to defray the cost of warding off the 

attacks of the Danes. 

Deodands Chattels forfeited on account of having caused the death of a person. 

Deraign To prove in court ; to defend or contest an action. 

Detinue Form of action for recovering goods unlawfully detained, or damages 

for such detention. 

Disseisin Dispossession. 

Duel Wager of battle. 



Esclieators Officers appointed m each County to enquire after and secure 

properties forfeited or reverting to the Crown. 

Extortions Undue seizure of goods. 

Estrays Tame animals found straying without an owner or keeper. 

Eyre A journey or circuit. "Justices in Eyre," judges on circuit; 

itinerant justices. 

Fee farm Tenure by which the town was held of the Crown for a fixed "farm" 

or rent. 

Firm Eent. 

Forestallings Buying goods before they are exhibited in the market. 

Frankpledge A surety to the sovereign for the good behaviour of freemen. View 

of frank-pledge, the court leet or free-burgesses' court. 

Hanaper The royal treasury, to which all moneys due to the Crown for sealing 

charters, patents, writs, &c., were paid. 
Hostler, or Hostillar Innkeeper. 

Implead To institute and prosecute a suit in Court. 

Issues Profits or returns. 

Kiddel A weir or fish-trap. 

Lastage Uuty paid for freight or carriage, sometimes exacted in fairs or 

markets. 
Liveries of badges, cloths, &o. ...Lit. " Deliveries " of badges, cloths, &c. Allowances by barons or 

lords, or the liberty to wear certain badges or clothes, as members 

of a Corporation, or guild, or association. 
Lot A proportion of a tax. 

Maintenancy Supporting litigation in w hich one is not concerned. 

Murage Money paid for maintenance of walls. 

Meskenning, or Miskenning Wrongful citation. Interpreted in the Colchester "Oath Hook" 

about 1376 as meaning " mesprise de parole ou de feit " (mistake of 

word or of fact). 
Metes Boundaries. 

Ministers Servants, officials. 

Misprisions High misdemeanours, neglects, negligences or oversights. AH such 

high offences as are under the degree of capital but nearly border- 
ing thereon. 

Murder Fine or tax imposed upon a community or district for murder 

committed within the limits of the same, or for the escape of a 
murderer. 

Mort d' ancestor Writ of assize for recovering possession of an estate of which a person 

has been deprived on the death of his ancestor. 

Naam Seizure, distraint. (Anglo-Saxon). 



Passage Money paid for passing over a bridge or ferry. 

Pavage Toll for passing over another's territory; also sometimes a tax for 

paving purposes, 

Picage, or Piccage Toll or payment at fairs for breaking ground for booths, pens, &c. 

Piepowder, Court of A court held on the occasion of fairs or markets for speedy settlement 

of commercial disputes arising in such fairs or markets. From 

"pied poudre " — dusty -foot. 
Pontage Tax for the maintenance of bridges. 

Quinzaine The fifteenth day (inclusive) after a feast-day. 

Kedisseisin A writ to recover possession of lands or tenements against a person 

who has a second time dispossessed the claimant. 

Reeves Stewards, bailifis. 

Eegraters Buyers-up of corn or other articles before they reach the market. 

Regratings Acts of buying up corn and other articles before they reach the market. 

Scot and lot Parochial taxation. Payments according to the ability of the 

inhabitants for the service of the sheriff or of other bailiffs. 

Seisin Possession. 

Socage (p. 73) Tenure by any certain and iixed service. 

Stallage Rent or toll paid for right of places or stalls in a market or fair. 

Tronage Toll or duty paid for weighing wool and other goods. 

Valets .Yeomen ; persons below the degree of knighthood. 

ViJl Township. 

Voluntary interpretation Arbitrary interpretation. 

V\'ere A fine paid by way of compensation or damages for homicide or 

personal injuries. A man's " were " wae- his price, varying 
according to his rank and condition. 
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Cbarter of I IRicbarb I 

6th DECEMBER, 1189. 



IRlCbntb, by the grace of God, King of England, Duke of Normandy 
and Aquitain, Earl of Anjou, to the Archbishops, Bishops, Abbots, Earls, Barons, 
Justices, Sheriffs, Stewards, Provosts, and all his Bailiffs and faithful subjects of his 
whole land within the sea and beyond, greeting 

Know ye, that we have granted, and by this our present charter have 
confirmed to our burgesses of Colchester, that they may appoint from amongst 
themselves whomsoever they will for Bailiffs and a Justice to hold the pleas of our 
crown, and to plead the same pleas within their borough 

And that no other may be justice thereof, except him whom they shall 
have chosen 

And that they may not plead concerning any plea without the walls of the 
same borough 

And that they may be quit of scot, and of lot, and of Danegeld, and of 
murder 

And wheresoever they shall be summoned before our justices errant, it is 
allowed to acquit them by four lawful men of the same borough, and that no one of 
them may wage duel 

And if any one of them shall be impleaded of a plea of our Crown, by an 
oath which shall be administered to him in the Borough, he may deraign himself 

And within the walls of the borough, no one of our family, nor of any 
other, shall, by force or by delivery of the Marshal, be lodged 

And that they may be quit throughout the whole of England, and through 
the sea ports, of toll, and lastage, of passage, of pontage, and of all other customs, 
at all times, and in all places 

I 



And no one of the burgesses may be judged in an amercement of money, 
except at his were, to wit, one hundred shillings in his hundred, or in any other plea 
within the walls of the borough 

And of that amercement he may be afeered by the oath of the aforesaid 
burgesses, and further that there may not be meskenning 

And we will that they have all their lands, and debts, and recognizances, 
whosoever may owe them 

And if any one shall take toll or custom from them, the same burgesses 
may take of the city, or of the borough, or of the vill in which the toll or custom 
shall have been taken, as much as a burgess of the said borough did give for toll, or 
according to the damage he had suffered thereby 

And we enjoin that they, who owe them debts, shall well and fully pay 
them, or shall deraign at Colchester that they ought not to pay 

And if they will not pay the debts, and will not come to deraign at 
Colchester, our burgesses, to whom those debts are owing, may take naam of that 
county in which they, who owe those debts, dwell, until they pay them those debts, 
or that they deraign, at Colchester, that they do not owe them. 

No forester may have power to harass (vezare) any man within the 
banlieu, but all the aforesaid our burgesses may hunt, within the banlieu of 
Colchester, the fox, and the hare, and the cat, and they may have their fishery from 
North Bridge up to Westnesse, and from North Bridge up to Westnesse, whosoever 
may possess the adjacent lands, our said burgesses may have the customs of the 
water and. bank on both sides, for the performance of our firm as they had in the 
time of the lord the king our father, and in the time of H[enry] his grandfather 

And we forbid that the market of Colchester may be impeded by any 
*extraneous market, but that the markets and customs shall remain in such state as 
they were confirmed by the oath of our burgesses of Colchester before the justices 
errant of the lord the king our father 

Witness H. of Durham, H. of Coventry, H. of Salisbury, Bishops; 
WilHam de St. John ; John Marshal, William Marshal, Hugh Bard[olph], GeofErey 
Fitz Piers. 

Given by the hand of William de Longchamp, our Chancellor, elect of 
Ely, at Dover, the sixth day of December, in the first year of our reign. 

• The word hero translatod extraneous is " adultero" whioh might be rendered perhaps " unauthoriied." 

[Note. — The foregoing Charter was collated by Mr. Isaac H. Jbaybs, of the British Museum, 
with the recital of such Charter contained in the original Charier of Hichard II.] 
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Cbarter of 37 Ibcnv^ III. 

29th NOVEMBER, 1252. 

IDeUt^, by the Grace of God, King of England, Lord of Ireland, Duke 
of Normandy, Aquitain, Earl of Anjou, to the Archbishops, Bishops, Abbots, Priors, 
Earls, Barons, Justices, Sheriffs, Provosts, Ministers, and all his BailifPs and faithful 
men, greeting. 

We haye inspected the charter which Richard, formerly king of England, 
our uncle, made to our burgesses of Colchester in these words : — 

RICHARD, by the grace of God, King of England, Duke of 
Normandy and Aquitain, Earl of Anjou, to the Archbishops, Bishops, Abbots, 
Earls, Barons, Justices, SherifEs, Stewards, Provosts, and all his Bailiffs and 
faithful subjects of his whole land within the sea and beyond, greeting 

Know ye, that we have granted, and by this our present charter have 
confirmed to our burgesses of Colchester, that they may appoint from 
amongst themselves whomsoever they wiU for Bailiffs and a Justice to hold 
the pleas of our crown, and to plead the same pleas within their borough 

And that no other may be justice thereof, except him whom they shall 
have chosen 

And that they may not plead concerning any plea without the walls 
of the same borough 

And that they may be quit of scot, and of lot, and of Danegeld, and 
of murder 

And wheresoever they shall be sunamoned before our justices errant, it 
is allowed to acqmt them by four lawful men of the same borough, and that 
no one of them may wage duel 

And if any one of them shall be impleaded of a plea of our Crown, by 
an oath which shall be administered to him in the Borough, he may deraign 
himself 



And within the walls of the borough, no one of our family, nor of any- 
other, shall, by force or by delivery of the Marshal, be lodged 

And that they may be quit throughout the whole of England, and 
through the sea ports, of toll, and lastage, of passage, of pontage, and of all 
other customs, at all times, and in all places 

And no one of the burgesses may be judged in an amercement of 
money, except at his were, to wit, one hundred shillings in his hundred, or 
in any other plea within the walls of the borough 

And of that amercement he may be af eered by the oath of the aforesaid 
burgesses, and further that there may not be meskenning 

And we will that they have all their lands, and debts, and recog- 
nizances, whosoever may owe them 

And if any one shall take toll or custom from them, the same bur- 
gesses may take of the city, or of the borough, or of the vill in which the toU 
or custom shall have been taken, as much as a burgess of the said borough 
did give for toll, or according to the damage he had suffered thereby 

And we enjoin that they, who owe them debts, shall well and fuUy pay 
them, or shall deraign at Colchester that they ought not to pay 

And if they will not pay the debts, and will not come to deraign at 
Colchester, our burgesses, to whom those debts are owing, may take naam of 
that county in which they, who owe those debts, dwell, until they pay them 
those debts, or that they deraign, at Colchester, that they do not owe them. 

No forester may have power to harass [vexare) any man within the 
banlieu, but all the aforesaid our burgesses may hunt, within the banlieu of 
Colchester, the fox, and the hare, and the cat, and they may have their 
fishery from North Bridge up to Westnesse, and from North Bridge up to 
Westnesse, whosoever may possess the adjacent lands, our said burgesses may 
have the customs of the water and bank on both sides, for the performance of 
our firm as they had in the time of the lord the king our father, and in the 
time of H.[enry] his grandfather 

And we forbid that the market of Colchester may be impeded by any 
* extraneous market, but that the markets and customs shall remain in such 
state as they were confirmed by the oath of our burgesses of Colchester before 
the justices errant of the lord the king our father 



Witness H. of Durham, H. of Coventry, H. of Salisbury, Bishops ; 
William de St. John; John Marshal, William Marshal, Hugh Bard[olph], 
Geoffrey Fitz Piers. 

Giren by the hand of William de Longchamp, our Chancellor, elect of 
Ely, at Dover, the sixth day of December, in the first year of our reign. 

We, holding the aforesaid grant established and agreeable, do, for us and 
our heirs, grant and confirm the same, as the aforesaid charter doth reasonably 
witness. 

We have also granted to our aforesaid burgesses of Colchester, and by this 
our charter have confirmed, for us and our heirs, that they and their heirs may for 
ever have the return of all our writs concerning all things pertaining to the liberty 
of the aforesaid vill of Colchester 

These being witnesses, John Mansell, Provost of Beverley, Master William 
de Kilkenny Archdeacon of Coventiy, Peter Chaceporc Archdeacon of Wells, Eobert 
de Mucegros, Robert Walerand, Bartholomew Pecche, Stephans Bauthan, Robert le 
Norreys, Imbert Pugeys, John de Geres, and others. 

Given by our hand at Clarendon the twenty ninth day of November in 
the 37th year of our reign. 

(Charter Roll 37 Henry III., m. 6.) 



* The word here translated extraaeous is " aduUero " which might be rendered perhaps " unauthorised.^^ 

[Note. — Tlie foregoing Charter was collated by Mh. Isaac H. Jbaybs, of the British Museum, 
with Henry III.'s Charter aa recited in that of Edward III.] 
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Charter of 12 Bbwarb II. 

4th FEBRUARY, 1319. 

JDOWHtO, by the grace of God king of England, Lord of Ireland, and 
Duke of Aquitain, t(j the Archbishops, Bishops, Abbots, Priors, Earls, Barons, 
Justices, Sheriffs, Provosts, Ministers, and all his Bailiffs and faithful men, greeting 

We have inspected the Charter of Confirmation which the lord Henry, 
formerly king of England, our Grrandfather, made to the burgesses of Colchester in 
these words : — 

HENRY, by the grace of God, King of England, Lord of Ireland, 
Duke of Normandy, Aquitian, Earl of Anjou, to the Archbishops, Bishops, 
Abbots, Priors, Earls, Barons, Justices, Sheriffs, Provosts, Ministers, and aU 
his Bailiffs, and faithful men, greeting 

We have inspected the Charter which Richard formerly king of 
England, our uncle, made to our burgesses of Colchester in these words : — 

RICHARD, by the grace of God, King of England, Duke of 
Normandy and Aquitain, Earl of Anjou, to the Archbishops, Bishops, Abbots, 
Earls, Barons, Justices, Sheriffs, Stewards, Provosts, and aU his Bailiffs and 
faithful subjects of his whole land within the sea and beyond, greeting 

Know ye, that we have granted, and by this our present charter have 
confirmed to our burgesses of Colchester, that they may appoint from amongst 
themselves whomsoever they wiU for Bailiffs and a Justice to hold the pleas 
of our crown, and to plead the same pleas within their borough 

And that no other may be justice thereof, except him whom they shall 
have chosen 

And that they may not plead concerning any plea without the walls of 
the same borough 

And that they may be quit of scot, and of lot, and of Danegeld, and 
of murder 

6 



And wheresoever they shall be summoned before our justices errant, it 
is allowed to acquit them by four lawful men of the same borough, and that 
no one of them may wage duel 

And if any one of them shall be impleaded of a plea of our Crown, by 
an oath which shall be administered to him in the Borough, he may deraign 
himself 

And within the walls of the borough, no one of our family, nor of any 
other, shall, by force or by delivery of the Marshal, be lodged 

And that they may be quit throughout the whole of England, and 
through the sea ports, of toll, and lastage, of passage, of pontage, and of all 
other customs, at all times, and in all places 

And no one of the burgesses may be judged in an amercement of 
money, except at his were, to wit, one hundred shillings in his himdred, or in 
any other plea within the walls of the borough 

And of that amercement he may be af eered by the oath of the aforesaid 
burgesses, and further that there may not be meskenning 

And we will that they have all their lands, and debts, and recog- 
nizances, whosoever may owe them 

And if any one shall take toll or custom from them, the same burgesses 
may take of the city, or of the borough, or of the vill in which the toll or 
custom shall have been taken, as much as a burgess of the said borough did 
give for toll, or according to the damage he had suffered thereby 

And we enjoin that they, who owe them debts, shall well and fully 
pay them, or shall deraign at Colchester that they ought not to pay 

And if they will not pay the debts, and will not come to deraign at 
Colchester, our burgesses, to whom those debts are owing, may take naam 
of that county in which they, who owe those debts, dwell, until they pay 
them those debts, or that they deraign, at Colchester, that they do not owe 
them 

No forester may have power to harass {vexare) any man within the 
banHeu, but all the aforesaid our burgesses may hunt, within the banlieu of 
Colchester, the fox, and the hare, and the cat, and they may have their 
fishery from North Bridge up to Westnesse, and from North Bridge up to 
Westnesse, whosoever may possess the adjacent lands, our said burgesses may 
have the customs of the water and bank on both sides, for the performance of 
our firm as they had in the time of the lord the king our father, and in the 
time of .H,[enry] his grandfather 



And we forbid that the market of Colchester may be impeded by any 
•extraneous market, but that the markets and customs shall remain in such 
state as they were confirmed by the oath of our burgesses of Colchester before 
the justices errant of the lord the king our father 

"Witness H. of Durham, H. of Coventry, H. of Salisbury, Bishops ; 
William de St. John ; John Marshal, William Marshal, Hugh Bard[olph], 
Geoffrey Fitz Piers. 

Given by the hand of William de Long champ, our Chancellor, elect of 
Ely, at Dover, the sixth day of December, in the first year of our reign. 

We, holding the aforesaid grant established and agreeable, do, for us 
and our heirs, grant and confirm the same, as the aforesaid charter doth 
reasonably witness. 

We have also granted to our aforesaid burgesses of Colchester, and by 
this our charter have confirmed, for us and our heirs, that they and their 
heirs may for ever have the return of all our writs concerning all things 
pertaining to the Kberty of the aforesaid vill of Colchester 

These being witnesses, John Mansell, Provost of Beverley, Master 
William de Kilkenny, Archdeacon of Coventry, Peter Chaceporc, archdeacon 
of Wells, Robert de Mucegros, Robert Walerand, Bartholomew Pecche, 
Stephans Bauthan, Robert le Norreys, Imbert Pugeys, John de Geres, and 
others 

Given by our hand at Clarendon the twenty ninth day of November 
in the 37th year of our reign. 

Now, we, holding the grants and confirmations aforesaid established and 
agreeable, do, for us and our heirs, as much as in us doth lie, grant and confirm 
them to the burgesses of our borough aforesaid, and to their heirs and successors, 
burgesses of the same borough, as the charter aforesaid doth reasonably witness, the 
said clause in the charter of the aforesaid Richard the King contained, to wit : — 
^' And if they will not pay the debts, and will not come to deraign at Colchester, our 
burgesses to whom those debts are owing may take naam of that county in which they who 
owe those debts dwell until they pay them those debts, or that they deraign at Colchester that 
they do not owe them " wholly excepted. 

Moreover, we, willing to show fuller grace to the same burgesses in this 
behalf, have granted to them, for us and our heirs, that although they or their 
predecessors, burgesses of that borough, may not up to now have fully used any of 
the liberties in the said charter contained and expressed, on any occasion arising, yet 
the same burgesses and their heirs and successors, burgesses of the same borough, 
may henceforth fully enjoy and use those liberties and each of them without impedi- 
ment of us, or of our heirs, justices, escheators, sheriffs, or other our bailiffs or 
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ministers -whomsoever, the clause aforesaid " And if they will not pay the debts " 
always excepted, as above it is expressed 

Moreover, we have granted to the said burgesses, for us and our heirs, and 
by this our charter have confirmed, that they, and their heirs and successors, 
burgesses of the borough aforesaid, be for ever quit of murage, picage, and pavage, 
and of all their matters and merchandizes throughout our whole kingdom and 
dominion, and throughout all sea ports. 

And that no one of the burgesses of the borough aforesaid may plead, nor 
be impleaded, without the said borough, concerning any pleas, assizes or plaints, nor 
of lands or tenures within the same borough, or the suburb of the same existing, nor 
of any trespasses or contracts within the borough aforesaid, or the liberty of the 
same borough made, and that as often as any assizes, juries or inquisitions shall 
require to be taken upon tenures within, or upon trespasses, contracts or felonies 
within the same bprough or liberty of the same done, those assizes, juries and 
inquisitions may in no wise be carried out by foreigners, but by the burgesses of 
the same borough, unless that matter or that fact should touch us, our Fieirs or our 
ministers, or the commonalty of the said borough, 

And that the aforesaid burgesses, and their heirs and successors may for 
ever have, in the borough aforesaid, one fair every year to last for eight days, to 
wit on the eve, and on the day of Saint Dennis, and for six days following, unless 
that fair should be to the damage of neighbouring fairs. 

Wherefore we will and do firmly enjoin, for us and our heirs, that the 
aforesaid burgesses and their heirs and successors may have for ever the liberties 
before written in form aforesaid, the clause aforesaid, " And if they will not pay the 
debts " excepted ; and that they may have the fair aforesaid in the borough aforesaid 
with all liberties and free customs to such fair pertaining, unless that fair be to the 
damage of the neighbouring fairs, as is aforesaid 

These being witnesses, the venerable fathers J. Bishop of Ely, our 
chancellor, J. of Norwich, R. of Salisbury, bishops ; John of Brittany, eaj-1 of 
Richmond, Henry of Lancaster, Hugh le Despenser the younger, William le 
Latymer, Roger Dammory, Bartholomew of Badelesmere, Steward of our household, 
and others, 

Given by our hand at York the fourth day of February in the twelfth year 
of our reign 

By a fine of forty pounds otherwise made. 

(Charter Roll, 12 Edw II. No. 31.) 

* The word here translated extraneous is " aduUero " which might be rendered perhaps " unautJiorited." 

[Note. — The foregoing Charter was collated by Mr. Isaac H. Jeatks, of the British Museum, 
with the Charter recited in that of Edward III.] 
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ffiorougb of ^S Colcbestet. 



Cbatter of 36 lEbwarb III. 

8th JULY, 1364. 

lEbWHtb, by the grace of God, King of England, Lord of Ireland, and 
Aquitaine, to the Archbishops, Bishops, Abbots, Priors, Earls, Barons, Justices, 
Sheriffs, Provosts, Ministers, and all his BailifPs and faithful men to whom the 
present letters shall come, Grreeting. 

We have inspected the charter of the lord Edward, late king of England, 
our father, in these words : — 

EDWARD, by the grace of Grod king of England, Lord of Ireland, 
and Duke of Aquitain, to the Archbishops, Bishops, Abbots, Priors, Earls, 
Barons, Justices, Sheriffs, Provosts, Ministers, and all his BaOiffs and faithful 
men, greeting 

We have inspected the Charter of Confirmation which the lord 
Henry, formerly king of England, our Grandfather, made to the burgesses of 
Colchester in these words : — 

HENRY, by the grace of God, King of England, Lord of Ireland, 
Duke of Normandy, Aquitian, Earl of Anjou, to the Archbishops, Bishops, 
Abbots, Priors, Earls, Barons, Justices, Sheriffs, Provosts, Ministers, and all 
his Bailiffs, and faithful men, greeting 

We have inspected the Charter which Richard formerly king of 
England, our uncle, made to our burgesses of Colchester in these words : — 

RICHARD, by the grace of God, King of England, Duke of 
Normandy and Aquitain, Earl of Anjou, to the Archbishops, Bishops, Abbots, 
Earls, Barons, Justices, Sheriffs, Stewards, Provosts, and all his Bailiffs and 
faithful subjects of his whole land within the sea and beyond, greeting 

Know ye, that we have granted, and by this our present charter have 
confirmed to our burgesses of Colchester, that they may appoint from amongst 
themselves whomsoever they will for Bailiffs and a Justice to hold the pleas 
of our crown, and to plead the same pleas within their borough 
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And that no other may be justice thereof, except him whom they shall 
have chosen 

And that they may not plead concerning any plea without the walls of 
the same borough 

And that they may. be quit of scot, and of lot, and of Danegeld, and 
of murder 

And wheresoever they shall be summoned before our justices errant, it 
is allowed to acquit them by four lawful men of the same borough,, and that 
no one of them may wage duel 

And if any one of them shall be impleaded of a plea of our Crown, by 
an oath which shall be administered to him in the Borough, he may deraign 
himself 

And within the walls of the borough, no one of our family, nor of any 
other, shall, by force, or by deKvery of the Marshal, be lodged, 

And that they may be quit throughout the whole of England, and 
through the sea ports, of toll, and lastage, of passage, of pontage, and of all 
other customs, at all times, and in all places 

And no one of the burgesses may be judged in an amercement of 
money, except at his were, to wit, one hundred shillings in his hundred, or in 
any other plea within the walls of the borough 

And of that amercement he may be af eered by the oath of the aforesaid 
burgesses, and further that there may not be meskenning 

And we will that they have all their lands, and debts, and recog- 
nizances, whosoever may owe them 

And if any one shall take toll or custom from them, the same burgesses 
may take of the city, or of the borough, or of the vill in which the toll or 
custom shall have been taken, as much as a burgess of the said borough did 
give for toll, or according to the damage he had suffered thereby 

And we enjoin that they, who owe them debts, shall well and fully 
pay them, or shall deraign at Colchester that they ought not to pay 

And if they will not pay the debts, and will not come to deraign at 
Colchester, our burgesses, to whom those debts are owing, may take naam 
of that county in which they, who owe those debts, dwell, until they pay 
them those debts, or that they deraign, at Colchester, that they do not owe 
them 
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No forester may have power to harass (vexare) any man within the 
banlieu, but all the aforesaid our burgesses may hunt, within the banUeu of 
Colchester, the fox, and the hare, and the cat, and they may have their 
fishery from North Bridge up to Westnesse, and from North Bridge up to 
Westnesse, whosoever may possess the adjacent lands, our said burgesses may 
have the customs of the water and bank on both sides, for the performance of 
our firm as they had in the time of the lord the king our father, and in the 
time of H.[enry] his grandfather 

And we forbid that the market of Colchester may be impeded by any 
*extraneous market, but that the markets and customs shall remain in such 
state as they were confirmed by the oath of our burgesses of Colchester before 
the justices errant of the lord the Idng our father 

Witness H. of Durham, H. of Coventry, H. of Salisbury, Bishops ; 
William de St. John ; John Marshal, William Marshal, Hugh Bard[olph], 
Geoffrey Fitz Piers. 

Given by the hand of William de Long champ, our Chancellor, elect of 
Ely, at Dover, the sixth day of December, in the first year of our reign. 

We, holding the aforesaid grant established and agreeable, do, for us 
and our heirs, grant and confirm the same, as the aforesaid charter doth 
reasonably witness. 

We have also granted to our aforesaid burgesses of Colchester, and by 
this our charter have confirmed, for us and our heirs, that they and their 
heirs may for ever have the return of all our writs concerning all things 
pertaining to the liberty of the aforesaid vill of Colchester 

These being witnesses, John Mansell, Provost of Beverley, Master 
William de Kilkenny, archdeacon of Coventry, Peter Chaceporc, archdeacon 
of Wells, Robert de Mucegros, Robert Walerand, Bartholomew Pecche, 
Stephans Bauthan, Robert le Norreys, Imbert Pugeys, John de Geres, and 
others 

Given by our hand at Clarendon the twenty ninth day of November 
in the 37th year of our reign. 

Now, we, holding the grants and confirmations aforesaid established 
and agreeable, do, for us and our heirs, as much as in us doth lie, grant 
and confirm them to the burgesses of our borough aforesaid, and to their heirs 
and successors, burgesses of the same borough, as the charter aforesaid doth 
reasonably witness, the said clause in the charter of the aforesaid Richard the 
King contained, to wit: — "And if they will not 'pay the debts, and will not 



• The word here trantilated, extraneous is " aduHtro " which might be rendered perhaps " unauthorited,^* 
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come to deraign at Colchester^ our burgesses to whom those debts are owing may 
take naam of that county in which they who owe those debts dwell until they pay 
them those debts, or that they deraign at Colchester that they do not owe them" 
wholly excepted. 

Moreover, we, willing to show f Tiller grace to the same burgesses in 
this behalf, have granted to them, for us and our heirs, that although they 
or their predecessors, burgesses of that borough, may not up to now have 
fully used any of the liberties in the said charter contained and expressed, on 
any occasion arising, yet the same burgesses and their heirs and successors, 
burgesses of the same borough, may henceforth fully enjoy and use those 
liberties and each of them without impediment of us, or of our heirs, 
justices, escheators, sheriffs, or other our bailiffs or ministers whomsoever, 
the clause aforesaid ^^ And if they will not pay the debts" always excepted, 
as above it is expressed 

Moreover, we have granted to the said burgesses, for us and our heirs, 
and by this our charter have confirmed, that they, and their heirs and suc- 
cessors, burgesses of the borough aforesaid, be for ever quit of murage, picage, 
and pavage, and of all their matters and merchandizes throughout our whole 
kingdom and dominion, and throughout all sea ports 

And that no one of the burgesses of the borough aforesaid may plead, 
nor be impleaded, without the said borough, concerning any pleas, assizes or 
plaints, nor of lands or tenures within the same borough, or the suburb of the 
same existing, nor of any trespasses or contracts within the borough aforesaid, 
or the liberty of the same borough made, and that as often as any assizes 
juries or inquisitions shall require to be taken upon tenures within, or upon 
trespasses, contracts or felonies within the same borough or liberty of the 
same done, those assizes, juries and inquisitions may in no wise be carried out 
by foreigners, but by the burgesses of the same borough, unless that matter 
or that fact should touch us, our heirs or our ministers, or the commonalty of 
the said borough 

And that the aforesaid burgesses, and their heirs and successors may 
for ever have, in the borough aforesaid, one fair every year to last for eight 
days, to wit on the eve, and on the day of Saint Dennis, and for six days 
following, unless that fair should be to the damage of neighbouring fairs 

Wherefore we will and do firmly enjoin, for us and our heirs, that the 
aforesaid burgesses and their heirs and successors may have for ever the 
liberties before written in form aforesaid, the clause aforesaid " And if they 
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will not pay the debts " excepted ; and that they may have the fair aforesaid in 
the borough aforesaid with all liberties and free customs to such fair pertain- 
ing, unless that fair be to the damage of the neighbouring fairs, as is aforesaid 

These being witnesses, the venerable fathers J. Bishop of Ely, our 
Chancellor, J. of Norwich, R. of Salisbury, bishops ; John of Brittany earl of 
Richmond, Henry of Lancaster, Hugh le Despenser the younger, WilKam le 
Latymer, Roger Dammory, Bartholomew of Badelesmere, Steward of our 
household, and others. 

Griven by our hand at York the fourth day of February in the twelfth 
year of our reign 

By a fine of forty pounds otheinvise made. 

We therefore holding the grants and confirmations aforesaid established and 
agreeable, do for us and our heirs, as much as in us lie, approve, accept, and by 
the tenor of these presents to the aforesaid burgesses, and to their heirs and 
successors, burgesses of the borough aforesaid, do confirm them, as the charter 
aforesaid doth reasonably witness, and as they have, up to now held the vill afore- 
said, and have been accustomed to use and enjoy reasonably the liberties aforesaid, 
the said clause in the charter of the aforesaid Richard the King contained to wit, 
" And if they will not pay the debts and will not come to deraign at Colchester^ our burgesses, 
to whom those debts are owing, may take naam of that county in which they who owe those 
debts dwell until they pay them those debts, or that they deraign at Colchester that they do 
not owe them^' wholly excepted 

These being witnesses, the venerable fathers W. bishop of Winchester our 
chancellor, 8. bishop of Ely our Treasurer, Richard earl of ArundeU, Ralph earl of 
Stafford, Gruy de Brian, John atte Lee Steward of our household, and others. 

Given by our hand at Westminster the eighth day of July, in the 36th 
year of our reign. 

By a fine of sixty shillings. 

(Charter Roll, 36 Edward III., No. 17.) 



[Note. — The foregoing Charter was collated by Mh. Isaac H. Jbates, of the British Museum, 
with the original Charter.] 
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Borough of ^S Colcbeetet* 



Cbarter of 1 IRicbarb II. 

27th JANUARY, 1378. 

iRlCbHrO, by the grace of Grod, King of England and France, and 
Lord of Ireland, to all to whom the present letters shall come, greeting. 

We have inspected the Charter of Confirmation of the Lord Edward, late 
King of England, our Grandfather, to our burgesses of Colchester, made in these 
words: — 

EDWARD, by the grace of God, King of England, Lord of Ireland, 
and Aquitaine, to the Archbishops, Bishops, Abbots, Priors, Earls, Barons, 
Justices, Sheriffs, ProYOsts, Ministers, and all his Bailiffs and faithful men to 
whom the present letters shall come, greeting. 

We have inspected the charter of the lord Edward, late king of 
England, our father, in these words : — 

EDWARD, by the grace of God king of England, Lord of Ireland, 
and Duke of Aquitain, to the Archbishops, Bishops, Abbots, Priors, Earls, 
Barons, Justices, Sheriffs, Provosts, Ministers, and all his Bailiffs and faithful 
men, greeting 

We have inspected the Charter of Confirmation which the lord Henry, 
formerly king of England, our Grandfather, made to the burgesses of Col- 
chester in these words : — 

HENRY, by the grace of God, King of England, Lord of Ireland, 
Duke of Normandy, Aquitian, Earl of Anjou, to the Archbishops, Bishops, 
Abbots. Priors, Earls, Barons, Justices, Sheriffs, Provosts, Ministers, and aU 
his Bailiffs, and faithfid men, greeting 

We have inspected the Charter which Richard, formerly king of Eng- 
land, our uncle, made to our burgesses of Colchester in these words : — 

RICHARD, by the grace of God, King of England, Duke of Nor- 
mandy and Aquitain, Earl of Anjou, to the Archbishops, Bishops, Abbots, 
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Earls, Barons, Justices, SherifEs, Stewards, Provosts, and all his Bailiffs and 
faithful subjects of his whole land within the sea and beyond, greeting 

Know ye, that we have granted, and by this our present charter have 
confirmed to our burgesses of Colchester, that they may appoint from amongst 
themselves whomsoever they will for Bailiffs and a Justice to hold the. pleas 
of our crown, and to plead the same pleas within their borough 

And that no other may be justice thereof, except him whom they shall 
have chosen 

And that they may not plead concerning any plea without the walls of 
the same borough 

And that they may be quit of scot, and of lot, and of Danegeld, and 
of murder 

And wheresoever they shall be summoned before our justices errant, it 
is allowed to acquit them by four lawful men of the same borough, and that 
no one of them may wage duel 

And if any one of them shall be impleaded of a plea of our Crown, by 
an oath which shall be administered to him in the Borough, he may deraign 
himself 

And within the walls of the borough, no one of our family, nor of any 
other, shall, by force, or by delivery of the Marshal, be lodged 

And that they may be quit throughout the whole of England, and 
through the sea ports, of toll, and lastage, of passage, of pontage, and of all 
other customs, at all times, and in all places 

And no one of the burgesses may be judged in an amercement of 
money, except at his were, to wit, one hundred shillings in his hundred, or in 
any other plea within the walls of the borough 

And of that amercement he may be afeered by the oath of the afore- 
said burgesses, and further that there may not be meskenning 

And we will that they have all their lands, and debts, and recog- 
nizances, whosoever may owe them 

And if any one shall take toll or custom from them, the same bur- 
gesses may take of the city, or of the borough, or of the vill in which the toll 
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or custom shall have been taken, as much as a burgess of the said borough did 
give for toll, or according to the damage he had suffered thereby 

And we enjoin that they, who owe them debts, shall well and fully 
pay them, or shall deraign at Colchester that they ought not to pay 

And if they will not pay the debts, and will not come to deraign at 
Colchester, our burgesses, to whom those debts are owing, may take naam 
of that county in which they, who owe those debts, dwell,' until they pay 
them those debts, or that they deraign, at Colchester, that they do not owe 
them 

No forester may have power to harass {vexare) any man within the 
banlieu, but all the aforesaid our burgesses may hunt, within the banlieu of 
Colchester, the fox, and the hare, and the cat, and they may have their 
fishery from North Bridge up to Westnesse, and from North Bridge up to 
Westnesse, whosoever may possess the adjacent lands, our said burgesses may 
have the customs of the water and bank on both sides, for the performance of 
our firm as they had in the time of the lord the king our father, and in the 
time of H.[enry] his grandfather 

And we forbid that the market of Colchester may be impeded by any 
♦extraneous market, but that the markets and customs shall remain in such 
stafe as they were confirmed by the oath of our burgesses of Colchester before 
the justices errant of the lord the king our father 

Witness H. of Durham, H. of Coventry, H. of Salisbury, Bishops ; 
William de St. John ; John Marshal, William Marshal, Hugh Bard[olph], 
Geoffrey Fitz Piers. 

Given by the hand of William de Long champ, our Chancellor, elect of 
Ely, at Dover, the sixth day of December, in the first year of our reign. 

We, holding the aforesaid grant established and agreeable, do, for us 
and our heirs, grant and confirm the same, as the aforesaid charter doth 
reasonably witness. 

We have also granted to our aforesaid burgesses of Colchester, and by 
this our charter have confirmed, for us and our heirs, that they and their 
heirs may for ever have the return of all our writs concerning all things 
pertaining to the liberty of the aforesaid vill of Colchester 

These being witnesses, John Mansell, Provost of Beverley, Master 
William de Kilkenny, archdeacon of Coventry, Peter Chaceporc, archdeacon 

• The word here translated extraneous is " adultero " which might be rendered perhaps '* unauthorised*^ 
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of Wells, Robert de Mucegros, Robert Walerand, Bartholomew Pecche, 
Stephans Bauthan, Robert le Norreys, Imbert Pugeys, John de Geres, and 
others 

Given by our hand at Clarendon the twenty ninth day of November 
in the 37th year of our reign. 

Now, we, holding the grants and confirmations aforesaid established 
and agreeable, do, for us and our heirs, as much as in us doth lie, grant 
and confirm them to the burgesses of our borough aforesaid, and to their heirs 
and successors, burgesses of the same borough, as the charter aforesaid doth 
reasonably witness, the said clause in the charter of the aforesaid Richard the 
King contained, to wit : — ** And if they will not pay the debts, and will not 
come to deraign at Colchester, our burgesses to whom those debts are ovnng may 
take naam of that county in which they who owe those debts dwell until they pay 
them those debts, or that they deraign at Colchester that they do not owe them " 
wholly excepted. 

Moreover, we, willing to show fuller grace to the same burgesses in 
this behalf, have granted to them, for us and our heirs, that although they 
or their predecessors, burgesses of that borough, may not up to now have 
fully used any of the liberties in the said charter contained and expressed, on 
any occasion arising, yet the same burgesses and their heirs and successors, 
burgesses of the same borough, may henceforth fully enjoy and use those 
liberties and each of them without impediment of us, or of our heirs, 
justices, escheators, sheriffs, or other our bailiffs or ministers whomsoever, 
the clause aforesaid '' And if they will not pay the debts " always excepted, 
as above it is expressed 

Moreover, we have granted to the said burgesses, for us and our heirs, 
and by this our charter have confirmed, that they, and their heirs and suc- 
cessors, burgesses of the borough aforesaid, be for ever quit of murage, picage, 
and pavage, and of all their matters and merchandizes throughout our whole 
kingdom and dominion, and throughout all sea ports 

And that no one of the burgesses of the borough aforesaid may plead, 
nor be impleaded, without the said borough, concerning any pleas, assizes or 
plaints, nor of lands or tenures within the same borough, or the suburb of the 
same existing, nor of any trespasses or contracts within the borough aforesaid, 
or the liberty of the same borough made, and that as often as any assizes 
juries or inquisitions shall require to be taken upon tenures within, or upon 
trespasses, contracts or felonies within the same borough or liberty of the 
same done, those assizes, juries and inquisitions may in no wise be carried out 
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by foreigners, but by the burgesses of the same borough, unless that matter 
or that fact should touch us, our heirs or our ministers, or the commonalty of 
the said borough 

And that the aforesaid burgesses, and their heirs and successors may 
for ever have, in the borough aforesaid, one fair every year to last for eight 
days, to wit on the eve, and on the day of Saint Dennis, and for six days 
following, unless that fair should be to the damage of neighbouring fairs 

Wherefore we will and do firmly enjoin, for us and our heirs, that the 
aforesaid burgesses and their heirs and successors may have for ever the 
liberties before written in form aforesaid, the clause aforesaid "And if they 
will not pay the debts " excepted ; and that they may have the fair aforesaid in 
the borough aforesaid with all liberties and free customs to such fair pertain- 
ing, imless that fair be to the damage of the neighbouring fairs, as is aforesaid 

These being witnesses, the venerable fathers J. Bishop of Ely, our 
Chancellor, J. of Norwich, R. of Salisbury, bishops ; John of Brittany earl of 
Richmond, Henry of Lancaster, Hugh le Despenser the younger, William le 
Latymer, Roger Dammory, Bartholomew of Badelesmere, Steward of our 
household, and others. 

Given by our hand at York the fourth day of February in the twelfth 
year of our reign 

By a fine of forty pounds otherwise made. 

We therefore holding the grants and confirmations aforesaid established 
and agreeable, do for us and our heirs, as much as in us lie, approve, accept, 
and by the tenor of these presents to the aforesaid burgesses, and to 
their heirs and successors, burgesses of the borough aforesaid, do confirm 
them, as the charter aforesaid doth reasonably witness, and as they have, 
up to now held the vill aforesaid, and have been accustomed to use and 
enjoy reasonably the liberties aforesaid, the said clause in the charter of 
the aforesaid Richard the King contained to wit, " And if they will not pay the 
debts and will not come to deraign at Colchester^ our burgesses, to whom those debts 
are owing, may take naam of that county in which they who owe those debts dwell 
until they pay them those debts, or that they deraign at Colchester that they do not 
owe them^^ wholly excepted 

These being witnesses, the venerable fathers W. bishop of Winchester 
our chancellor, 8. bishop of Ely our Treasurer, Richard earl of Arundell, 
Ralph earl of Stafford, Guy de Brian, John atte Lee Steward of our house- 
hold, and others. 
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Given by our hand at Westminster the eighth day of July, in the 
36th year of our reign. 

By a fine of sixty shillings. 

We therefore, holding the grants and confirmations aforesaid established 
and agreeable, do for us and our heirs as much as in us doth lie approve, accept, and 
by the tenor of these presents, to the aforesaid burgesses and to their heirs and 
successors, burgesses of the borough aforesaid, do confirm them, as the charter 
aforesaid doth reasonably witness, and as they have, up to now, held the vill afore- 
said, and have been accustomed to use and enjoy reasonably the liberties aforesaid, 
the said clause in the charter of the aforesaid Richard the King contained, to wit : — 
" And if they will not fay the debts, and will not come to deraign at Colchester, our burgesses, 
to whom those debts are owing, may take naam of that county in which they who owe those 
debts dwell, until they pay them those debts, or that they deraign at Colchester that they do 
not owe them " wholly excepted. 

In witness whereof we have made these our letters patent 

Witness myself at Westminster the twenty seventh day of January, in the 
first year of our reigns. 

By the King himself and Council, because they were burdened, together 
with the vills of Maldon, Manningtree, and Harwich, with the making of a war 

"Examined by Robert de Muskham and John de Buxton, clerk." 



(Patent Roll 1 Richard II., part 5, m. 6.) 



[NoTB. — The foregoing Charter was collated by Mr. Isaac H. Jeaybs, of the British Museum, 
with the original Charter. ] 
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Borouob of T^j Colcbestet* 



Cbarter of 1 IbentiP IV. 

15th FEBRUARY, 1400. 

1bCnt^, by the grace of God, King of England and France and Lord of 
Ireland, to the Archbishops, Bishops, Abbots, Priors, Earls, Barons, Justices, 
Sheriffs, Reeves, Ministers and other his Bailiffs and faithful people to whom the 
present letters shall come, greeting. 

We have inspected the charter of the Lord Richard, late King of England, 
the second after the conquest, made in these words : — 

RICHARD, by the grace of Grod, King of England and France, 
and Lord of Ireland, to aU to whom the present letters shall come, greeting. 

We have inspected the Charter of Confirmation of the Lord Edward, 
late King of England, our Grandfather, to our burgesses of Colchester, 
made in these words: — 

EDWARD, by the grace of God, King of England, Lord of Ireland, 
and Aquitaine, to the Archbishops, Bishops, Abbots, Priors, Earls, Barons, 
Justices, Sheriffs, Provosts, Ministers, and all his Bailiffs and faithful men to 
whom the present letters shall come, greeting. 

We have inspected the Charter of the lord Edward, late king of 
England, our father, in these words : — 

EDWARD, by the grace of God, King of England, Lord of Ireland, 
and Duke of Aquitain, to the Archbishops, Bishops, Abbots, Priors, Earls, 
Barons, Justices, Sheriffs, Provosts, Ministers, and aU his BaiHffs and faithful 
men, greeting 

We have inspected the Charter of Confirmation which the lord Henry, 
formerly King of England, our Grandfather, made to the burgesses of Col- 
chester in these words : — 

HENRY, by the grace of God, King of England, Lord of Ireland, 
Duke of Normandy, Aquitian, Earl of Anjou, to the Archbishops, Bishops, 
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Abbots. Priors, Earls, Barons, Justices, Sheriffs, Provosts, Ministers, and all 
his BaiHfEs, and faithful men, greeting 

We have inspected the Charter which Richard, formerly King of Eng- 
land, our uncle, made to our burgesses of Colchester in these words : — 

RICHARD, by the grace of God, King of England, Duke of Nor- 
mandy and Aquitain, Earl of Anjou, to the Archbishops, Bishops, Abbots, 
Earls, Barons, Justices, Sheriffs, Stewards, Provosts, and all his Bailiffs and 
faithful subjects of his whole land within the sea and beyond, greeting 

Know ye, that we have granted, and by this our present charter have 
confirmed to our burgesses of Colchester, that they may appoint from amongst 
themselves whomsoever they will for Bailiffs and a Justice to hold the pleas 
of our crown, and to plead the same pleas within their borough 

And that no other may be justice thereof, except him whom they shall 
have chosen 

And that they may not plead concerning any plea without the walls of 
the same borough 

And that they may be quit of scot, and of lot, and of Danegeld, and 
of murder 

And wheresoever they shall be summoned before our justices errant, it 
is allowed to acquit them by four lawful men of the same borough, and that 
no one of them may wage duel 

And if any one of them shall be impleaded of a plea of our Crown, by 
an oath which shall be administered to him in the Borough, he may deraign 
himself 

And within the walls of the borough, no one of our family, nor of any 
other, shall, by force, or by delivery of the Marshal, be lodged 

And that they may be quit throughout the whole of England, and 
through the sea ports, of toll, and lastage, of passage, of pontage, and of all 
other customs, at all times, and in aU places 

And no one of the burgesses may be judged in an amercement of 
money, except at his were, to wit, one hundred shillings in his hundred, or in 
any other plea within the walls of the borough 

And of that amercement he may be afeered by the oath of the afore- 
said burgesses, and further that there may not be meskenning 
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And we will that they have all their lands, and debts, and recog- 
nizances, whosoever may owe them 

And if any one shall take toll or custom from them, the same bur- 
gesses may take of the city, or of the borough, or of the vill in which the toll 
or custom shall have been taken, as much as a burgess of the said borough 
did give for toll, or according to the damage he had suffered thereby 

And we enjoin that they, who owe them debts, shall well and fully 
pay them, or shall deraigu at Colchester that they ought not to pay 

And if they will not pay the debts, and will not come to deraign at 
Colchester, our burgesses, to whom those debts are owing, may take naam of 
that county in which they, who owe those debts, dwell, until they pay them 
those debts, or that they deraign, at Colchester, that they do not owe them 

No forester may have power to harass (vexare) any man within the 
banlieu, but all the aforesaid our burgesses may hunt, within the banlieu of 
Colchester, the fox, and the hare, and the cat, and they may have their 
fishery from North Bridge up to Westnesse, and from North Bridge up to 
Westnesse, whosoever may possess the adjacent lands, our said burgesses may 
have the customs of the water and bank on both sides, for the performance of 
our firm as they had in the time of the lord the king our father, and in the 
time of H.[enry] his grandfather 

And we forbid that the market of Colchester may be impeded by any 
*extraneous market, but that the markets and customs shall remain in such 
state as they were confirmed by the oath of our burgesses of Colchester before 
the justices errant of the lord the king our father 

Witness H. of Durham, H. of Coventry, H. of Salisbury, Bishops; 
William de St. John ; John Marshal, William Marshal, Hugh Bard[olph], 
Geoffrey Fitz Piers. 

Given by the hand of William de Longchamp, our Chancellor, elect of 
Ely, at Dover, the sixth day of December, in the first year of our reign. 

We, holding the aforesaid grant established and agreeable, do, for us 
and our heirs, grant and confirm the same, as the aforesaid charter doth 
reasonably witness. 

We have also granted to our aforesaid burgesses of Colchester, and by 
this our charter have confirmed, for us and our heirs, that they and their 



* The word here translated extraneous is " adultero " which might be rendered perhaps *' unanihorised,' 
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heirs may for ever have the return of all our writs concerning all things 
pertaining to the liberty of the aforesaid vill of Colchester 

These being witnesses, John Mansell, Provost of Beverley, Master 
William de Kilkenny, Archdeacon of Coventry, Peter Chaceporc, archdeacon 
of Wells, Robert de Mucegros, Robert Walerand, Bartholomew Pecche, 
Stephana Bauthan, Robert le Norreys, Imbert Pugeys, John de Geres, and 
others 

Given by our hand at Clarendon the twenty ninth day of November 
in the 37th year of our reign. 

Now, we, holding the grants and confirmations aforesaid estabKshed 
and agreeable, do, for us and our heirs, as much as in us doth lie,^ grant 
and confirm them to the burgesses of our borough aforesaid, and to their heirs 
and successors, burgesses of the same borough, as the charter aforesaid doth 
reasonably witness, the said clause in the charter of the aforesaid Richard the 
King contained, to wit: — ^' And if they will not fay the debts, and will not 
come to deraign at Colchester, our burgesses to whom those debts are owing may 
take naam of that county in which they who owe those debts dwell until they pay 
them those debts, or that they deraign at Colchester that they do not owe them'''' 
wholly excepted 

Moreover, we, willing to show fuller grace to the same burgesses in 
this behalf, have granted to them, for us and our heirs, that although they 
or their predecessors, burgesses of that borough, may not up to now have 
fully used any of the liberties in the said charter contained and expressed, on 
any occasion arising, yet the same burgesses and their heirs and successors, 
burgesses of the same borough, may henceforth fully enjoy and use those 
liberties and each of them without impediment of us, or of our heirs, 
justices, escheators, sheriffs, or other our bailiffs or ministers whomsoever, 
the clause aforesaid " And if they will not pay the debts " always excepted, 
as above it is expressed 

Moreover, we have granted to the said burgesses, for us and our heii's, 
and by this our charter have confirmed, that they, and their heirs and 
successors, burgesses of the borough aforesaid, be for ever quit of murage, 
picage, and pavage, and of all their matters and merchandizes throughout 
our whole kingdom and dominion, and throughout all sea ports 

And that no one of the burgesses of the borough aforesaid may plead, 
nor be impleaded, without the said borough, concerning any pleas, assizes or 
plaints, nor of lands or tenures within the same borough, or the suburb of the 
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same existing, nor of any trespasses or contracts within the borough aforesaid, 
or the liberty of the same borough made, and that as often as any assizes 
juries or inquisitions shall require to be taken upon tenures within, or upon 
trespasses, contracts or felonies within the same borough or liberty of the 
same done, those assizes, juries and inquisitions may in no wise be carried out 
by foreigners, but by the burgesses of the same borough, unless that matter 
or that fact should touch us, our heirs or our ministers, or the commonalty of 
the said borough 

And that the aforesaid burgesses, and their heirs and successors may, 
for ever have, in the borough aforesaid, one fair every year to last for eight 
days, to wit on the eve, and on the day of Saint Dennis, and for six days 
following, imless that fair should be to the damage of neighbouring fairs 

Wherefore we wiU and do firmly enjoin, for us and our heirs, that the 
aforesaid biirgesses and their heirs and successors may have for ever the 
liberties before written in form aforesaid, the clause aforesaid " And if they 
will not pay the debts " excepted ; and that they may have the fair aforesaid in 
the borough aforesaid with all liberties and free customs to such fair pertain- 
ing, unless that fair be to the damage of the neighbouring fairs, as is aforesaid 

These being witnesses, the venerable fathers J. Bishop of Ely, our 
Chancellor, J. of Norwich, R. of Salisbury, bishops ; John of Brittany earl of 
Richmond, Henry of Lancaster, Hugh le Despenser the younger, William le 
Latymer, Roger Dammory, Bartholomew of Badelesmere, Steward of our 
household, and others. 

Griven by our hand at York the fourth day of February in the twelfth 
year of our reign 

By a fine of forty pounds otherwise made. 

We therefore holding the grants and confirmations aforesaid established 
and agreeable, do for us and our heirs, as much as in us lie, approve, accept, 
and by the tenor of these presents to the aforesaid burgesses, and to 
their heirs and successors, burgesses of the borough aforesaid, do confirm 
them, as the charter aforesaid doth reasonably witness, and as they have, 
up to now held the vill aforesaid, and have been accustomed to use and 
enjoy reasonably the liberties aforesaid, the said clause in the charter of 
the aforesaid Richard the King contained to wit, ^^ And if they will not pay the 
debts and will not come to deraign at Colchester, our burgesses, to whom those debts 
are owing, may take naam of that county in which they who owe those debts dwell 
until they pay them those debts, or that they deraign at Colchester that they do not 
owe them " wholly excepted 
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These being witnesses, the venerable fathers W. bishop of Winchester 
our chancellor, 8. bishop of Ely our Treasurer, Richard earl of Arundell, 
Ralph earl of Stafford, Guy de Brian, John atte Lee Steward of our house- 
hold, and others. 

Given by our hand at Westminster the eighth day of July, in the 
36th year of our reign. 

By a fine of sixty shillings. 

We therefore, holding the grants and confirmations aforesaid estab- 
lished and agreeable, do for us and our heirs as much as in us doth lie approve, 
accept, and by the tenor of these presents, to the aforesaid burgesses and 
to their heirs and successors, burgesses of the borough aforesaid, do con- 
firm them, as the charter aforesaid doth reasonably witness, and as they 
have, up to now, held the vill aforesaid, and have been accustomed to use 
and enjoy reasonably the liberties aforesaid, the said clause in the charter of 
the aforesaid Richard the King contained, to wit : — " And if they will rwt pay 
the debts, and will not come to deraign at Colchester, our burgesses, to whom those 
debts are owing, may talce naam of that county in which they who owe those debts 
dwell, until they pay them those debts, or that they deraign at Colchester that they 
do not owe them " wholly excepted. 

In witness whereof we have made these our letters patent 

Witness myself at Westminster the twenty seventh day of January, 
in the first year of our reigns. 

By the King himself and Council, because they were burdened, 
together with the vills of Maldon, Manningtree, and Harwich, with the 
making of a war 

We, therefore, holding establi>^hed and agreeable the gifts, grants, and 
confirmations aforesaid, do for us and our heirs, as much as in us doth He, accept, 
approve, and do grant and confirm them to the aforesaid burgesses and their heirs 
and successors, burgesses of the borough aforesaid, as the charters and letters afore- 
said do reasonably witness. 

Moreover we, willing to do greater grace to the same burgesses, have 
granted for us and our heirs, as much as in us doth lie, to the aforesaid burgesses, 
that although they or their ancestors or their predecessors burgesses of the borough 
aforesaid shall not, up to now, on any occasion arising, have fully used any one or 
any of the Hberties and acquittances in the charters and letters aforesaid contained, 
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nevertheless they and their heirs and successors burgesses of the borough aforesaid, 
may fully enjoy and use those liberties and acquittances, and each of them henceforth 
"without let or hindrance of us or of our heirs, escheators, sheriffs or other bailiffs or 
ministers of us or our heirs whomsoever, the said clause in the charter of the afore- 
said Richard the King, our progenitor contained, to wit ^^ And if they will not pay the 
debts, and will not come to deraign at Colchester, our burgesses, to whom those debts are 
owing, may take naam of that county in which they who owe those debts dwell, until 
they pay them those debts, or that they deraign at Colchester that they do not owe them " 
wholly excepted. 

These being witnesses, the venerable fathers Thomas of Canterbury, 
Primate of aU England, R. of York Primate of England, Archbishops, R. of London, 
J. of Ely, E. of Exeter, Bishops, Thomas of Warwick, Henry of Northumberland, 
Ralphe of Westmoreland, Earls ; John de Scarle, our Chancellor ; John de Norbury, 
our Treasurer ; William Roos of Hamelak, WilKam de Wilughby, John de Cobham, 
Thomas de Erpyngham, our Chamberlain ; Thomas de Remston, Steward of our 
household ; master Richard de Clifford, keeper of our Privy Seal ; and others. 

Griven by our hand at Westminster the fifteenth day of February, in the 
first year of our reign. 

By the King himself and for £10 paid in the hanaper. 

" Examined by John Rome and John Pygot, clerks." 



(Charter Roll 1 Henry IV. p. 2, No. 17.) 



[Note. — The foregoing Charter was collated by Mr. Isaac H. Jbaybs, of the British Museum, 
with the original Charter.] 
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Botougb of ^B Colcbestet, 



Cbarter of I IbenriP V. 

7th JULY, 1413. 

IbCUt^, by the grace of God, King of England and France and Lord of 
Ireland, to all to whom the present letters shall come, greeting. 

We have inspected the Charter of our dearest Lord and father Henry, 
late King of England, made in these words : — 

HENRY, by the grace of God, King of England and France and Lord 
to Ireland, to the Archbishops, Bishops, Abbots, Priors, Earls, Barons, 
Justices, Sheriffs, Reeves, Ministers and other his Bailiffs and faithful 
people to whom the present letters shall come, greeting. 

We have inspected the charter of the Lord Richard, late King of 
England, the second after the conquest, made in these words : — 

RICHARD, by the grace of God, King of England and France, 
and Lord of Ireland, to all to whom the present letters shall come, greeting. 

We have inspected the Charter of Confirmation of the Lord Edward, 
late King of England, our Grandfather, to our burgesses of Colchester, 
made in these words: — 

EDWARD, by the grace of God, King of England, Lord of Ireland, 
and Aquitaine, to the Archbishops, Bishops, Abbots, Priors, Earls, Barons, 
Justices, Sheriffs, Provosts, Ministers, and all his Bailiffs and faithful men to 
whom the present letters shall come, greeting. 

We have inspected the Charter of the lord Edward, late king of 
England, our father, in these words : — 

EDWARD, by the grace of God, King of England, Lord of Ireland, 
and Duke of Aquitain, to the Archbishops, Bishops, Abbots, Priors, Earls, 
Barons, Justices, Sheriffs, Provosts, Ministers, and all his Bailiffs and faithful 
men, greeting 
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We have inspected the Charter of Confirmation which the lord Henry, 
formerly King of England, our Grandfather, made to the burgesses of Col- 
chester in these words : — 

HENRY, by the grace of God, King of England, Lord of Ireland, 
Duke of Normandy, Aquitain, Earl of Anjou, to the Archbishops, Bishops, 
Abbots, Priors, Earls, Barons, Justices, Sheriffs, Provosts, Ministers, and all 
his BaHifEs, and faithful men, greeting 

We have inspected the Charter which Richard, formerly King of Eng- 
land, our imcle, made to our burgesses of Colchester in these words : — 

RICHARD, by .the grace of God, King of England, Duke of Nor- 
mandy and Aquitain, Earl of Anjou, to the Archbishops, Bishops, Abbots, 
Earls, Barons, Justices, Sheriffs, Stewards, Provosts, and all his Bailiffs and 
faithful subjects of his whole land within the sea and beyond, greeting 

Know ye, that we have granted, and by this our present charter have 
confirmed to our burgesses of Colchester, that they may appoint from amongst 
themselves whomsoever they will for Bailiffs and a Justice to hold the pleas 
of our crown, and to plead the same pleas within their borough 

And that no other may be justice thereof, except him whom they shall 
have chosen 

And that they may not plead concerning any plea without the walls of 
the same borough 

And that they may be quit of scot, and of lot, and of Danegeld, and 
of murder 

And wheresoever they shall be summoned before our justices errant, it 
is allowed to acquit them by four lawful men of the same borough, and that 
no one of them may wage duel 

And if any one of them shall be impleaded of a plea of our Crown, by 
an oath which shall be administered to him in the Borough, he may deraign 
himself 

And within the walls of the borough, no one of our family, nor of any 
other, shall, by force, or by delivery of the Marshal, be lodged 

And that they may be quit throughout the whole of England, and 
through the sea ports, of toU, and lastage, of passage, of pontage, and of all 
other customs, at all times, and in all places 
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And no one of the burgesses may be judged in an amercement of 
money, except at his were, to wit, one hundred shillings in his hundred, or in 
any other plea within the walls of the borough 

And of that amercement he may be afeered by the oath of the afore- 
said burgesses, and further that there may not be meskenning 

And we will that they have all their lands, and debts, and recog- 
nizances, whosoever may owe them 

And if any one shall take toll or custom from them, the same bur- 
gesses may take of the city, or of the borough, or of the vill in which the toll 
or custom shall have been taken, as much as a burgess of the said borough 
did give for toll, or according to the damage he had suffered thereby 

And we enjoin that they, who owe them debts, shall well and fully 
pay them, or shall deraign at Colchester that they ought not to pay 

And if they will not pay the debts, and will not come to deraign at 
Colchester, our burgesses, to whom those debts are owing, may take naam of 
that county in which they, who owe those debts, dwell, until they pay them 
those debts, or that they deraign, at Colchester, that they do not owe them 

No forester may have power to harass (vexare) any man within the 
banHeu, but all the aforesaid our burgesses may hunt, within the banlieu of 
Colchester, the fox, and the hare, and the cat, and they may have their 
fishery from North Bridge up to Westnesse, and from North Bridge up to 
Westnesse, whosoever may possess the adjacent lands, our said burgesses may 
have the customs of the water and bank on both sides, for the performance of 
our firm as they had in the time of the lord the king our father, and in the 
time of H.[enry] his grandfather 

And we forbid that the market of Colchester may be impeded by any 
*extraneous market, but that the markets and customs shall remain in such 
state as they were confirmed by the oath of our burgesses of Colchester before 
the justices errant of the lord the king our father 

Witness H. of Durham, H. of Coventry, H. of Salisbury, Bishops; 
William de St. John ; John Marshal, William Marshal, Hugh Bard[olph], 
GreofErey Fitz Piers. 

Griven by the hand of William de Longchamp, our Chancellor, elect of 
Ely, at Dover, the sixth day of December, in the first year of our reign. 

* The word here translated extraneous is " aiultero " whioli might be rendered perhaps " unauthoritti." 
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. We, holding the aforesaid grant established and agreeable, do, for us 
and our heirs, grant and confirm the same, as the aforesaid charter doth 
reasonably witness. 

We have also granted to our aforesaid burgesses of Colchester, and by 
this our charter have confirmed, for us and our heirs, that they and their 
heirs may for ever have the return of all our writs concerning all things 
pertaining to the liberty of the aforesaid vill of Colchester 

These being witnesses, John Mansell, Provost of Beverley, Master 
William de Kilkenny, Archdeacon of Coventry, Peter Chaceporc, archdeacon 
of WeUs, Robert de Mucegros, Robert Walerand, Bartholomew Pecche, 
Stephans Bauthan, Robert le Norreys, Imbert Pugeys, John de Geres, and 
others 

Griven by our hand at Clarendon the twenty ninth day of November 
in the 37th year of our reign. 

Now, we, holding the grants and confirmations aforesaid established 
and agreeable, do, for us and our heirs, as much as in us doth lie, grant 
and confirm them to the burgesses of our borough aforesaid, and to their heirs 
and successors, burgesses of the same borough, as the charter aforesaid doth 
reasonably witness, the said clause in the charter of the aforesaid Richard the 
King contained, to wit : — " And if they will not fay the debts, and will not 
come to deraign at Colchester, our burgesses to whom those debts are owing may 
take naam of that county in which they who otOe those debts dwell until they pay 
them those debts, or that they deraign at Colchester that they do not owe them " 
whoUy excepted 

Moreover, we, willing to show fuller grace to the same burgesses in 
this behalf, have granted to them, for us and our heirs, that although they 
or their predecessors, burgesses of that borough, may not up to now have 
fully used any of the liberties in the said charter contained and expressed, on 
any occasion arising, yet the same burgesses and their heirs and successors, 
burgesses of the same borough, may henceforth fully enjoy and use those 
liberties and each of them without impediment of us, or of our heirs, 
justices, escheators, sheriffs, or other our bailifEs or ministers whomsoever, 
the clause aforesaid " And if they will not pay the debts " always excepted, 
as above it is expressed 

Moreover, we have granted to the said burgesses, for us and our heirs, 
and by this our charter have confirmed, that they, and their heirs and 
successors, burgesses of the borough aforesaid, be for ever quit of murage, 
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picage, and pavage, and of all their matters and merchandizes throughout 
our whole kingdom and dominion, and throughout all sea ports 

And that no one of the burgesses of the borough aforesaid may plead, 
nor be impleaded, without the said borough, concerning any pleas, assizes or 
plaints, nor of lands or tenures within the same borough, or the suburb of the 
same existing, nor of any trespasses or contracts within the borough aforesaid, 
or the liberty of the same borough made, and that as often as any assizes 
juries or inquisitions shall require to be taken upon tenures within, or upon 
trespasses, contracts or felonies within the same borough or liberty of the 
same done, those assizes, juries and inquisitions may in no wise be carried out 
by foreigners, but by the burgesses of the same borough, unless that matter 
or that fact should touch us, our heirs or our ministers, or the commonalty of 
the said borough 

And that the aforesaid burgesses, and their heirs and successors may 
for ever have, in the borough aforesaid, one fair every year to last for eight 
days, to wit on the eve, and on the day of Saint Dennis, and for six days 
following, unless that fair should be to the damage of neighbouring fairs 

Wherefore we will and do firmly enjoin, for us and our heirs, that the 
aforesaid burgesses and their heirs and successors may have for ever the 
liberties before written in form aforesaid, the clause aforesaid "And if they 
will not pay the debts " excepted ; and that they may have the fair aforesaid in 
the borough aforesaid with all liberties and free customs to such fair pertain- 
ing, unless that fair be to the damage of the neighbouring fairs, as is 
aforesaid 

These being witnesses, the venerable fathers J. Bishop of Ely, our 
Chancellor, J. of Norwich, R. of Salisbury, bishops ; John of Brittany earl of 
Richmond, Henry of Lancaster, Hugh le Despenser the younger, William le 
Latymer, Roger Dammory, Bartholomew of Badelesmere, Steward of our 
household, and others. 

Given by our hand at York the fourth day of February in the twelfth 
year of our reign 

By a fine of forty pounds otherwise made. 

We therefore holding the grants and confirmations aforesaid established 
and agreeable, do for us and our heirs, as much as in us lie, approve, accept, 
and by the tenor of these presents to the aforesaid burgesses, and to 
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their heirs and successors, burgesses of the borough aforesaid, do confiiin 
them, as the charter aforesaid doth reasonably witness, and as they have, 
up to now held the vill aforesaid, and have been accustomed to use and 
enjoy reasonably the Kberties aforesaid, the said clause in the charter of 
the aforesaid Richard the King contained to wit, '■'■ And if they will not j^ay the 
debts and will not come to deraign at Colchester, our burgesses, to whom those debts 
are owing, may take naam of that county in which they who owe those debts dwell 
until they pay them those debts, or that they deraign at Colchester that they do not 
owe them^' wholly excepted 

These being witnesses, the venerable fathers W. bishop of Winchester 
our chancellor, 8. bishop of Ely our Treasurer, Richard earl of Arundell, 
Ralph earl of Stafford, Gruy de Brian, John atte Lee Steward of our house- 
hold, and others. 

Given by our hand at "Westminster the eighth day of July, in the 
36th year of our reign. 

We therefore, holding the grants and confirmations aforesaid estab- 
lished and agreeable, do for us and our heirs as much as in us doth lie approve, 
accept, and by the tenor of these presents, to the aforesaid burgesses and 
to their heirs and successors, burgesses of the borough aforesaid, do con- 
firm them, as the charter aforesaid doth reasonably witness, and as they 
have, up to now, held the vill aforesaid, and have been accustomed to use 
and enjoy reasonably the Kberties aforesaid, the said clause in the charter of 
the aforesaid Richard the King contained, to wit: — '^ Andiftliey will not pay 
the debts, and mil not come to deraign at Colchester, our burgesses, to whom those 
debts are owing, may take naam of that county in which they who owe those debts 
dwell, until they pay them those debts, or that they deraign at Colchester that they 
do not owe them " whoUy excepted. 

In witness whereof we have made these our letters patent 

Witness myself at Westminster the twenty seventh day of January, 
in the first year of otir reign. 

We, therefore, holding established and agreeable the gifts, grants, 
and confirmations aforesaid, do for us and Our heirs, as much as in us doth 
Ke, accept, approve, and do grant and confirm them to the aforesaid bur- 
gesses and their heirs and successors, burgesses of the borough aforesaid, as 
the charters and letters aforesaid do reasonably witness. 
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Moreover we, willing to do greater grace to the same burgesses, 
have granted for us and our heirs, as much as in us doth lie, to the afore- 
said burgesses, that although they or their ancestors or their predecessors 
burgesses of the borough aforesaid shall not, up to now, on any occasion 
arising, have fully used any one or any of the liberties and acquittances in 
the charters and letters aforesaid contained, nevertheless they and their 
heirs and successors burgesses of the borough aforesaid, may fully enjoy and 
use those liberties and acquittances, and each of them henceforth without let 
or hindrance of us or of our heirs, escheators, sheriffs or other bailiffs or 
ministers of us or our heirs whomsoever, the said clause in the charter of the 
aforesaid Richard the King, our progenitor contained, to wit ^' And if they 
will not pay the debts, and will not come to deraign at Colchester, our burgesses, to 
whom those debts are owing, may take naam of that county in which they who 
owe those debts dwell, until they pay them those debts, or that they deraign at 
Colchester that they do not owe them " wholly excepted. 

These being witnesses, the venerable fathers Thomas of Canter- 
bury, Primate of all England, R. of York Primate of England, Archbishops, 
R. of London, J. of Ely, E. of Exeter, Bishops, Thomas of Warwick, Henry 
of Northumberland, Ralphe of Westmoreland, Earls ; John de Scarle, our 
Chancellor; John de Norbury, our Treasurer; William Roos of Hamelak, 
WilKam de Wilughby, John de Cobham, Thomas de Erpyngham, our 
Chamberlain ; Thomas de Remston, Steward of our household ; master 
Richard de Clifford, keeper of our Privy Seal ; and others. 

Given by our hand at Westminster the fifteenth day of February, in 
the first year of our reign. 

By the Bang himself and for £10 paid in the hanaper. 

We therefore holding established and agreeable the grants and confirma- 
tions aforesaid and all other things in the Charters and Letters aforesaid contained 
do for us and our heirs, as much as in us doth lie, accept, approve, and to the now 
burgesses of the borough aforesaid and [f to their heirs and successors, burgesses] of 
that borough do grant and confirm them, as the Charters and Letters aforesaid do 
reasonably witness, and as they ought to use them, and they and their ancestors have 
reasonably been accustomed to use and enjoy the liberties and other things in the 
Charters and Letters aforesaid contained, from the time of the making of the same, 

f The Charter at this point is defective owing to a burn or damp, so that the words within 
brackets do not appear. 
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the said clause, to wit : ^^ Andif they will not pay the debts, and will not come to deraign 
at Colchester, our burgesses to whom those debts are ovnng, may take naam of that county in 
which they, who owe those debts, do dwell, until they pay them those debts, or they deraign, at 
Colchester, that they do not owe ihem,^^ wholly excepted. 

And further, at the supplication of the now bailiffs, burgesses and 
commonalty of the borough aforesaid, of our fuller grace, and for the greater 
security of the same bailiffs, burgesses and commonalty, their heirs and successors, 
and for all manner of ambiguity and controversy which, upon the liberties and 
franchises aforesaid on account of divers obscure words in the charters and letters 
aforesaid contained, also on account of sinister intention and voluntary interpretation 
of the same, might in future be generated we have grafted, for us and our heirs, as 
much as in us doth lie, to the aforesaid bailiffs, burgesses and commonalty that the 
same bailiffs, burgesses and commonalty and their heirs and successors may have 
cognizance of all manner of pleas concerning all lands, tenements, rents and 
services within the borough aforesaid, and the suburb and liberty of the same pro- 
ceeding or happening, as well of pleas of assizes of novel disseisin and mort 
d'ancestor, redisseisins, certificates, assizes and attaints as of all other pleas real. 
And also of pleas of debt, trespass, covenant, detinue, account, and other pleas 
personal whatsoever, within the borough aforesaid, suburb, or liberty of the same 
proceeding or happening, in the Motehalle of the same borough before the bailiffs 
of that borough for the time being to be held, as well in the presence of us and of 
our heirs as in the absence of us and our heirs, also executions of the pleas aforesaid. 
And that the same bailiffs and their successors may have cognizance of all the pleas 
aforesaid, and that those pleas before whomsoever justices in any way whatsoever 
begun, may in our court in the Motehalle of the borough aforesaid, be prosecuted, 
terminated and executed before the aforesaid bailiffs and their successors. 

In witness whereof we have caused these our letters to be made patent. 

Witness myself at Westminster, the seventh day of July in the first year of our 
reign, by the Kong himself and for twenty four marks paid in the hanaper. 



[Note. — The foregoing Charter was collated by Me. Isaac H. Jeayes, of the British Museum, 
with the original Charter.] 
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Borouob of ^S Colcbeeter, 



Cbarter of 25 Ibenr? VI. 

26th march, 1447. 

IbCntl^t ^y *^® S^^^^ °^ ^°*^' ^^ ^^ England and France and Lord 
of Ireland, to the Archbishops, Bishops, Abbots, Priors, Dukes, Marquesses, 
Earls, Barons, Justices, Sheriffs, Provosts, Ministers, and all his Bailiffs and faithful 
people, greeting. 

Know ye that at the humble supplication of our beloved, the burgesses of 
our vill of Colchester, in the county of Essex, we have understood how, among other 
things granted to them, their heirs and successors by the charter of the Lord Richard 
formerly King of England, the first after the Conquest, our progenitor by us con- 
firmed, it was granted to the same that they might appoint from amongst themselves 
whomsoever they would for bailiffs and justices to hold the pleas of the crown of our 
said progenitor, and to plead the same pleas within their borough. And that no 
other should be justice thereof, except him whom they should choose. And that 
they should not plead nor be impleaded concerning any plea without the walls of the 
same borough. 

And how also, among other things granted to the burgesses of the borough 
aforesaid, by the charter of the Lord Edward, late King of England, our progenitor 
by us confirmed, it was granted to the same that whensoever any assizes, juries or 
inquisitions concerning tenures within themselves, or concerning trespasses, contracts 
or felonies done within the said borough, should arise to be done, those assizes, 
juries, and inquisitions should in no wise be done by foreigners, but by the burgesses 
of the same borough, unless that matter or that deed should touch the same our 
progenitor, or his heirs or ministers, or the commonalty of the same borough, as in 
the said charters and confirmation is more fully contained. 

And also how, among other things granted to the bailiffs, burgesses, and 
commonalty of the said borough by the letters patent of our dearest lord and father 
deceased, it was granted to the same that they and their heirs and successors should 
have cognizance of all manner of pleas concerning all lands and tenements, rents and 
services within the borough aforesaid, and the suburbs and liberty of the same 
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issuing or happeniag, as well of assizes of novel disseisin and mort d'ancestor, of 
redisseisins, certificates, assizes and attaints, as of all other pleas real ; and also of 
pleas of debt, trespass, covenant, detinue, account, and of other personal pleas what- 
soever within the borough aforesaid, the suburbs or liberty of the same issuing or 
happening, in the Mothalle of the same borough before the bailiffs of that borough 
for the time being to be held, as weU in the presence of our said father and of his 
heirs, as in the absence of him and of his heirs, also executions of the pleas aforesaid, 
as in the same letters patent and confirmation is more fully contained. 

Which grants indeed, on account of the obscurity and difficulty of the 
words in the same contained, and for want of a full declaration of the intentions of 
our said father and progenitors to the aforesaid burgesses, according to their concep- 
tions, in such form as the intentions of the same our father and progenitors did exist, 
do not at present stand validly. 

We therefore, in consideration of the premises of our especial grace, have 
granted to the aforesaid burgesses, their heirs and successors, that the liberty, 
suburbs, and precinct of the aforesaid vill of Colchester, which indeed liberty, 
suburbs and precinct in the said charters or letters are not expressed, shall extend 
themselves within the same vill of Colchester, and through all the hamlets of Lexden, 
Milend, Grinsted, and Donylond to the same vill of Colchester adjacent, and from 
Northbrigge up to Westnesse, which hamlets, indeed, the aforesaid burgesses and 
their predecessors, burgesses of the said vill of Colchester as parcel of the liberty, 
suburbs, and preciuct of the same vill of Colchester from time whereof the memory 
of man exists not, peaceably and without interruption have used and enjoyed. 

We have granted also to the aforesaid burgesses that the bailiffs of the said 
vill of Colchester for the time being and their successors can and may hold before 
them in the Motehall of the same vill, all manner of pleas, and all manner of actions, 
real, personal and mixed, suits, plaints, and demands moved or to be moved within 
the said vill, or within the liberty, suburbs, or precincts of the same, as well of 
whatsoever lands, tenements, rents, services, and other possessions whatsoever within 
the same vill, or within the liberty, suburbs, or precinct of the same being, as of 
debt, detinue, account, covenants, and of all manner of contracts reaching the sum of 
forty shillings or under, or exceeding the same sum, and of all manner of trespasses 
by force and arms or otherwise perpetrated, also of all manner of offences and mis- 
deeds touching no felony within the said vill or liberty, suburbs, or precinct of the 
same vill happening or in any wise arising unless they touch us our heirs, or the 
bailiffs of the said vill or the commonalty of the same ; and that the same bailiffs and 
burgesses may have levy and receive by their own hands to their own use all manner 
of issues forfeitures, and things to be forfeited, fines and amercements adjudged and 
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to be adjudged before them in all such pleas, actions, suits, plaints and demands 
within the said vill of Colchester , or within the liberty, suburbs, or precinct of the 
same, happening or arising ; and that the burgesses of the same vill may plead and 
be impleaded in the vill aforesaid, and not elsewhere, before the bailiffs aforesaid 
concerning all the pleas aforesaid. 

We have granted also to the aforesaid burgesses, their heirs and successors, 
that they may yearly, at the time of election of the bailiffs of the aforesaid vill of 
Colchester of old accustomed elect four of the more honest men of the same vill to 
be, together with the bailiffs of that vill for the time being for one whole year from 
the time of such election, justices of our peace within the same vill and within the 
same liberty, suburbs, and precinct of the same vill ; and that the said four men and 
bailiffs, five, four, three, and two of them be justices of the peace in the same vill, 
and in the liberty, suburbs, and precinct of the same vill, and that the same justices 
for the time being, five, four, three and two of them may have full correction, 
punishment, power, and authority of ascertaining, inquiring, hearing and determin- 
ing all things and matters as well concerning whatsoever felonies, trespasses, mis- 
prisions and extortions, as concerning all other causes, plaints, and misdeeds whatso- 
ever within the same vill and liberty, suburbs and precinct of the same vOl hence- 
forth in any way whatsoever arising or happening, as fully and entirely as the 
Justices of the peace, and the justices assigned and to be assigned to hear and 
determine felonies, trespasses and other misdeeds, also justices of weights, measures, 
huntsmen, servants, labourers and artificers in any county or place of our kingdom of 
England have. 

And that no justice to keep our peace in our county of Essex or in any 
other county or place of our said kingdom except only the said four men and 
bailiffs, five, four, three, or two of them may have power to correct, enquire, hear 
and determine anything within the said vill of Colchester, or within the said liberty, 
suburbs, and precinct of the same vill done ; and that the bailiffs and burgesses of 
the same vill and their successors, may for ever have all manner of fines, issues, 
forfeitures and amercements before the aforesaid justices of the peace within the 
said vill and within the aforesaid liberty, suburbs, or precinct of the same, and aU 
manner such chattels of all manner of felons, fugitives, outlaws, condemned and men 
howsoever convicted, as within the same vill or within the aforesaid liberty, subm-bs, 
or precinct of the same shall happen to be found, or all manner such chattels of 
felon s-of- themselves within the same vill, or within the aforesaid liberty, suburbs, or 
precinct of the same, found. 

And if any person shall commit any trespass for which he ought to lose 
life or limb, or shall fly, and refuse to stand to judgment, or shall commit any other 
trespass for which he ought to lose his chattels, wheresoever justice ought to be done 
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upon him, whether it be in the court of us or of our heirs, or in any other court, all 
such chattels so lost and forfeited, pertaining to us in this behalf, shall pertain to 
the aforesaid bailifEs and burgesses, and their successors for ever. 

And that it shall be rightly lawful for the same bailiffs and burgesses and 
their successors to put themselves in seisin of the same chattels within the said vill, 
or within the aforesaid liberty, suburbs, or precinct of the same being, to the use 
and profit of the bailiffs and burgesses of the vill aforesaid to be kept in support and 
relief of the no small fee farm which they yearly bring to us, without disturbance or 
let of us or of our heirs, justices, escheators, sheriffs or other the bailiffs, or ministers 
of us or of our heirs whomsoever. 

And that it shall not be lawful for the steward and marshal or clerk of the 
market of our household, or the admiral of us or of our heirs to enter into the said 
vill or into the liberty, suburbs or precinct of the same to exercise or execute any- 
thing pertaining to their offices concerning any matters within the same vill, liberty, 
suburbs or precinct of the same happening or arising. 

And that the baOiffs of the same vill may have full power and authority to 
enquire concerning all things concerning the office of clerk of the market within the 
same vill, liberty, suburbs or precinct of the same happening or arising, other 
liberties, franchises, acquittances and immunities to the aforesaid burgesses or their 
predecessors by us or any of our progenitors formerly kings of England granted, 
and that concerning the true yearly value of all the premises or of any of the same 
according to the form of the statutes above thereof made, of which in these presents 
mention is not made notwithstanding. 

These being witnesses, the venerable fathers J. Archbishop of Canterbury, 
Primate of all England our Chancellor, M. of Carlisle our Treasurer of England, 
W. of SaHsbuiy, and A. of Chichester, Keeper of our Privy Seal, bishops; our 
dearest cousins Kichard of York and Humphrey of Buckingham, dukes ; and our 
dearest cousins Edmund of Dorset, and William of Suffolk, marquesses ; also our 
dearest cousins Richard of Salisbury and Henry of Northumberland, earls ; also our 
beloved and faithful Ralph Botiller, steward of our household, and James Fenys 
chamberlain of our household, knights and others. 

Griven by our hand at Westminster the twenty-sixth day of March, in the 
25th year of our reign. 

By writ of privy seal, and of the date aforesaid by authority of parliament. 

(Charter RoU 25 and 26 Henry VI. No. 24.) 

[Note. — The foregoing Charter was collated by Mr. Isaac H. Jeatss, of the British Museum, 
-with the Charter as recited in the original Charter of 18th June, 5 Charles I.J 
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Botouob of ^S Colcbeeter, 



Charter of I l£6war6 IV. 

1st march, 1462. 

JEOW^tOt by the grace of God, King of England and France, 
Lord of Ireland, to his Archbishops, Bishops, &c., greeting. We have inspected the 
letters patent of Lord Richard the Second, after the conquest, late King of England, 
of confirmation, made in these words 

RICHARD, by the grace of God, King of England and France, and 
Lord of Ireland, to aU to whom the present letters shall come, greeting. 

We have inspected the Charter of Confirmation of the Lord Edward, 
late King of England, our Grandfather, to our burgesses of Colchester, made 
in these words : — 

EDWARD, by the grace of God, King of England, Lord of Ireland, 
and Aquitaine, to the Archbishops, Bishops, Abbots, Priors, Earls, Barons, 
Justices, Sheriffs, Provosts, Ministers, and all his BaUifEs and faithful men to 
whom the present letters shall come, greeting. 

We have inspected the Charter of the lord Edward, late king of 
England, our father, in these words : — 

EDWARD, by the grace of God, king of England, Lord of Ireland, 
and Duke of Aquitain, to the Archbishops, Bishops, Abbots, Priors, Earls, 
Barons, Justices, Sheriffs, Provosts, Ministers, and all his Bailiffs and faithful 
greeting 

We have inspected the Charter of Confirmation which the lord Henry, 
formerly king of England, our Grandfather, made to the burgesses of Col- 
chester in these words : — 

HENRY, by the grace of God, King of England, Lord of Ireland, 
Duke of Normandy, Aquitian, Earl of Anjou, to the Archbishops, Bishops, 
Abbots, Priors, Earls, Barons, Justices, Sheriffs, Provosts, Ministers, and all 
his Bailiffs, and faithful men, greeting 
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We have inspected the Charter which Richard, formerly king of Eng- 
land, our uncle, made to our burgesses of Colchester in these words : — 

RICHARD, by the grace of God, King of England, Duke of Nor- 
mandy and Aquitain, Earl of Anjou, to the Archbishops, Bishops, Abbots, 
Earls, Barons, Justices, Sheriffs, Stewards, Provosts, and all his Bailiffs and 
faithful subjects of his whole land within the sea and beyond, greeting 

KJaow ye, that we have granted, and by this our present charter have 
confirmed to our burgesses of Colchester, that they may appoint from amongst 
themselves whomsoever they will for Bailiffs and a Justice to hold the pleaa 
of our crown, and to plead the same pleas within their borough 

And that no other may be justice thereof, except him whom they shall 
have chosen 

And that they may not plead concerning any plea without the walls of 
the same borough 

And that they may be quit of scot, and of lot, and of Danegeld, and of 
murder 

And wheresoever they shall be summoned before our justices errant, it 
is allowed to acquit them by four lawful men of the same borough, and that 
no one of them may wage duel 

And if any one of them shall be impleaded of a plea of our Crown, by 
an oath which shall be administered to him in the Borough, he may deraign 
himself 

And within the walls of the borough, no one of our family, nor of any 
other, shall, by force, or by delivery of the Marshal, be lodged 

And that they may be quit throughout the whole of England, and 
through the sea ports, of toll, and lastage, of passage, of pontage, and of all 
other customs, at all times, and in all places 

And no one of the burgesses may be judged in an amercement of 
money, except at his were, to wit, one hundred shillings in his hundred, or in 
any other plea within the walls of the borough 

And of that amercement he may be afeered by the oath of the afore- 
said burgesses, and further that there may not be meskenning 
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And we will that they have all their lands, and debts, and recog- 
nizances, whosoever may owe them 

And if any one shall take toll or custom from them, the same bm-- 
gesses may take of the city, or of the borough, or of the viU in which the toll 
or custom shall have been taken, as much as a burgess of the said borough did 
give for toll, or according to the damage he had suffered thereby 

And we enjoin that they, who owe them debts, shall well and fully 
pay them, or shall deraign at Colchester that they ought not to pay 

And if they will not pay the debts, and will not come to deraign at 
Colchester, our burgesses, to whom those debts are owing, may take naam of 
that county in which they, who owe those debts, dwell, until they pay them 
those debts, or that they deraign, at Colchester, that they do not owe them 

No forester may have power to harass (vexare) any man within the 
banlieu, but all the aforesaid pur burgesses may hunt, within the banlieu of 
Colchester, the fox, and the hare, and the cat, and they may have their 
fishery from North Bridge up to "Westnesse, and from North Bridge up to 
Westnesse, whosoever may possess the adjacent lands, our said burgesses may 
have the customs of the water and bank on both sides, for the performance of 
our firm as they had in the time of the lord the king our father, and in the 
time of H.[enry] his grandfather 

And we forbid that the market of Colchester may be impeded by any 
extraneous market, but that the markets and customs shall remain in such 
state as they were confirmed by the oath of our burgesses of Colchester before 
the justices errant of the lord the king our father 

Witness H. of Durham, H. of Coventry, H. of Salisbury, Bishops; 
William de St. John; John Marshal, WilHam Marshal, Hugh Bard[olph], 
Geoffrey Fitz Piers, 

Given by the hand of William de Longchamp, our Chancellor, elect of 
Ely, at Dover, the sixth day of December, in the first year of our reign. 

We, holding the aforesaid grant established and agreeable, do, for us 
and our heirs, grant and confirm the same, as the aforesaid charter doth 
reasonably witness. 

We have also granted to our aforesaid burgesses of Colchester, and by 
this our charter have confirmed, for us and our heirs, that they and their 
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heirs may for ever have the return of all our writs concerning all things 
pertaining to the liberty of the aforesaid vill of Colchester. 

These being witnesses, John Mansell, Provost of Beverley, Master 
William de Kilkenny, Archdeacon of Coventry, Peter Chaceporc, archdeacon 
of WeUs, Robert de Mucegros, Robert Walerand, Bartholomew Pecche 
Stephans Bauthan, Robert le Norreys, Imbert Pugeys, John de Geres, and 
others 

Given by our hand at Clarendon the twenty-ninth day of November 
in the 37th year of our reign. 

Now, we, holding the grants and confirmations aforesaid established 
and agreeable, do, for us and our heirs, as much as in us doth lie, grant 
and confirm them to the burgesses of our borough aforesaid, and to their heirs 
and successors, burgesses of the same borough, as the charter aforesaid doth 
reasonably witness, the said clause in the charter of the aforesaid Richard the 
Kin g contained, to wit : — " And if they will not pay the debts, and will not 
come to deraign at Colchester, our burgesses to whom those debts are owing -may 
take naam of that county in which they who owe those debts dwell until they pay 
them those debts, or that they deraign at Colchester that they do not owe them'''' 
wholly excepted 

Moreover, we, willing to show fuller grace to the same burgesses in 
this behalf, have granted to them, for us and our heirs, that although they 
or their predecessors, burgesses of that borough, may not up to now have 
fully used any of the liberties in the said charter contained and expressed, on 
any occasion arising, yet the same burgesses and their heirs and successors, 
burgesses of the same borough, may henceforth fully enjoy and use those 
liberties and each of them without impediment of us, or of our heirs, 
justices, escheators, sheriffs, or other our bailiffs or ministers whomsoever, 
the clause aforesaid '■^ And if they will not pay the debts" always excepted, 
as above it is expressed 

Moreover, we have granted to the said burgesses, for us and our heirs, 
and by this our charter have confirmed, that they, and their heirs and 
successors, burgesses of the borough aforesaid, be for ever quit of murage, 
picage, and pavage, and of all their matters and merchandizes throughout our 
whole kingdom and dominion, and throughout all sea ports. 

And that no one of the burgesses of the borough aforesaid may plead, 
nor be impleaded, without the said borough, concerning any pleas, assizes or 
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plaints, nor of lands or tenures within the same borough, or the suburb of the 
same existing, nor of any trespasses or contracts within the borough aforesaid, 
or the liberty of the same borough made, and that as often as any assizes, 
juries, or inquisitions shall require to be taken upon tenures within, or upon 
trespasses, contracts or felonies within the same borough or liberty of the 
same done, those assizes, juries and inquisitions may in no wise be carried out 
by foreigners, but by the burgesses of the same borough, unless that matter 
or that fact should touch us, our heirs or our ministers, or the commonalty of 
the said borough 

And that the aforesaid burgesses, and their heirs and successors may 
for ever have, in the borough aforesaid, one fair every year to last for eight 
days, to wit on the eve, and on the day of Saint Dennis, and for six days 
following, unless that fair should be to the damage of neighbouring fairs 

Wherefore we will and do firmly enjoin, for us and our heirs, that the 
aforesaid burgesses and their heirs and successors may have for ever the 
liberties before written in form aforesaid, the clause aforesaid ^^ And if they 
will not pay the debts " excepted ; and that they may have the fair aforesaid 
in the borough aforesaid with all liberties and free customs to such fair 
pertaining, unless that fair be to the damage of the neighbouring fairs, as is 
aforesaid 

These being witnesses, the venerable fathers J. Bishop of Ely, our 
Chancellor, J. of Norwich, R, of SaHsbury, bishops ; John of Brittany earl of 
Richmond, Henry of Lancaster, Hugh le Despenser the younger, William le 
Latymer, Roger Dammory, Bartholomew of Badelesmere, Steward of our 
household, and others. 

Given by our hand at York the fourth day of February in the twelfth 
year of our reign 

We therefore holdmg the grants and confirmations aforesaid established 
and agreeable, do for us and our heirs, as much as in us lie, approve, accept, 
and by the tenor of these presents to the aforesaid burgesses, and to their 
heirs and successors, burgesses of the borough aforesaid, do confirm them, 
as the charter aforesaid doth reasonably witness, and as they have, up to now 
held the vill aforesaid, and have been accustomed to use and enjoy reasonably 
the liberties aforesaid, the said clause in the charter of the aforesaid Richard 
the King contained to wit, " And if they will not pay the debts and will not come 
to deraign at Colchester, our burgesses, to whom those debts are owing, may take 
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naam of that county in which they who owe those debts dwell until they pay them 
those debts, or that they deraign at Colchester that they do not owe them^' wholly 
excepted 

These being witnesses, the venerable fathers W. bishop of Winchester 
our chancellor, 8. bishop of Ely our Treasurer, Richard earl of Arundell, 
Ralph earl of Stafford, Guy de Brian, John atte Lee Steward of our house- 
hold, and others. 

Given by our hand at Westminster the eighth day of July, in the 
36th year of our reign. 

We therefore, holding the grants and confirmations aforesaid estab- 
lished and agreeable, do for us and our heirs as much as in us doth lie approve, 
accept, and by the tenor of these presents, to the aforesaid burgesses and 
to their heirs and successors, burgesses of the borough aforesaid, do con- 
firm them, as the charter aforesaid doth reasonably witness, and as they 
have, up to now, held the vill aforesaid, and have been accustomed to use 
and enjoy reasonably the liberties aforesaid, the said clause in the charter of 
the aforesaid Richard the King contained, to wit: — '^ And if they will not pay 
the debts, and will not come to deraign at Colchester, our burgesses, to whom those 
debts are owing, may take naam of that county in which they who owe those debts 
dwell, until they pay them those debts, or that they deraign at Colchester that they 
do not owe them " wholly excepted. 

In witness whereof we have made these our letters patent 

Witness myself at Westminster the twenty seventh day of January, 
in the first year of our reign. 

AND WHEREAS our beloved the now bailiffs and burgesses of the 
borough aforesaid have insinuated to us with insistance that although they and their 
predecessors, burgesses of the borough aforesaid, have had and held from the time 
whereof the memory of man is not to the contrary, all the suburbs of that borough 
and all the hamlets of Lexden, MUend, Grenstede, and Donylond adjoining to the 
same borough, and the whole water or river from the Northbrigge of the same 
borough unto Westnesse, together with the banks on each side of the water aforesaid 
within the liberty and precinct of the borough aforesaid, and the same now bailiffs 
and burgesses have and hold the same at the present time, and have had and held all 
and singular the liberties franchises and acquittances granted by the Charters and 
liberties aforesaid from the time of making the same Charters and confirmation with- 
in the borough, suburbs, liberty and precinct aforesaid, and have freely, peaceably, 
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and quietly used and enjoyed the same, yet the same now bailiffs and burgesses are 
fearful that they hereafter may be aggrieved, disturbed, molested, or disquieted in 
respect of the possession of the liberty and precinct aforesaid in the hamlets, water 
and banks aforesaid, and in respect of the liberties, franchises, and acquittances 
aforesaid, or in any of them on account of and by reason of ambigmty, doubt, 
obscurity, and difficulty of certain general words and terms contained in the Charters 
and Letters aforesaid, and for want of full exposition, declaration, and explanation 
of the same words and terms especially because that how far the liberty of the 
borough aforesaid doth extend or ought to extend is not expressed in the Charters 
and Letters aforesaid, WHEREFORE they have humbly supplicated us that we 
would vouchsafe to bestow on them in this behalf our favor. We considering the 
borough aforesaid to be one of the most ancient boroughs of our realm of England 
being situate near the sea coast for resistance of our enemies desirous to invade the 
said realm, and also the fidelity and laudable services of the burgesses of that 
borough with which they have hitherto willingly, in all things, displayed themselves 
to us and our progenitors of celebrated record and memory, late KJings of England, 
and especially now lately, are ready to do to us at the charges, expence, cost, labor 
and danger of the now bailiffs and burgesses not a little to their merit, contemplating 
and hoping that in proportion as the said now bailiffs and burgesses of the borough 
aforesaid and their heirs and successors shall of our grant enjoy, and be fortified by 
more ample liberties and privileges, by so much the more strongly and effectually 
hereafter we believe they wUl be bound to perform the like hereafter and more prone 
according to their power to display themselves to us and oux heirs : Of our special 
grace and of our certain knowledge and mere motion having ratified and approved 
the Charters, Letters, grants, and confirmations aforesaid, and aU and singular con- 
tained in the same and the estate, title and posession which the aforesaid now bailiffs 
and burgesses have and hold in the liberty and precinct of and in the hamlets, water, 
river, and banks aforesaid for us and our heirs as much as in us is, we do accept, 
approve, and ratify the same and grant and confirm the same to the aforesaid now 
bailiffs and burgesses of the borough aforesaid, their heirs and successors, the said 
clause contained in the Charter of the aforesaid King Richard; ^^and if they are unwill- 
ing to pay their debts and come not to prove the same at Colchester, our burgesses, to whom such 
debts are owing, may take a distress from that county in which those who owe the debts 
shall dwell until such debts be paid or they prove at Colchester they do not owe 
the same'' wholly excepted. ALSO WE HAVE GRANTED and by the tenor 
of these presents do grant for us and our heirs to the aforesaid now baihffs and 
burgesses that, although they or their predecessors shall have not heretofore fully 
used the liberties, franchises, and acquittances aforesaid or any of them in any case 
arising or shall have altogether abused them or any of them, nevertheless the now 
bailiffs and burgesses, also their heirs and successors, from henceforth may fully 
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enjoy and use the liberties, franchises, and acquittances aforesaid and every of them 
by virture of these presents without let or hindrance of us or our heirs or of the 
Justices, Escheators, Sheriffs, or other Bailiffs, or Ministers of us or of our heirs 
whomsoever, AND FURTHER of our grace aforesaid and of our certain knowledge 
and mere motion, we have granted, and by the tenor of these presents for us and our 
heirs aforesaid do grant to the aforesaid bailiffs and burgesses that they and their 
successors, burgesses of the borough aforesaid shall from henceforth for ever be one 
perpetual body of two bailiffs and one commonalty and a perpetual commonalty in 
deed and name, and shall have perpetual succession, and that the same bailiffs and 
commonalty and their successors shall be called for ever the bailiffs and commonalty 
of the Borough of Colchester, and by the same name shall be persons able in law 
and capable to purchase lands, tenements, rents, and other possessions whatsoever, 
to have and to hold to them and their successors for ever, and that the same bailiffs 
and commonalty and their successors by the same name shall be able to plead and be 
impleaded to answer and be answered and prosecute and be defended in all pleas, 
suits, plaints, and demands moved and to be moved in whatsoever Courts of us and 
of our heirs and of any others whomsoever, and that the same bailiffs and commonalty 
and their successors shall have and hold all and singular the liberties, franchises, 
and acquittances and other things whatsoever contained and above specified in the 
charters and letters aforesaid, and shall enjoy and use the same in the manner and 
form in which the bailiffs and burgesses or burgesses of the borough aforesaid have 
had and held and used and enjoyed the same theretofore ; and that they should have 
a common seal for ever to serve for the businesses of the borough aforesaid. AND 
FURTHER to take away and remove the aforesaid ambiguity, doubt, obscurity, 
and difficulty of our grace aforesaid and of our certain knowledge and motion afore- 
said, and that the same baiHffs and commonalty may more quietly, abundantly, and 
peaceably have and hold the hamlets and water or river aforesaid with the banks 
aforesaid, and may use and enjoy them, we do explain, declare, and grant, and by 
the tenor of these presents for us and our heirs, as much as in us is, do grant to the 
aforesaid baiHffs and commonalty the aforesaid hamlets of Lexden, Milend, Gryn- 
sted, and Donylond, and the water and river from the Northbrigge of the borough 
aforesaid unto Westnesse, together with the banks on both sides of the same water, 
and all places called the creeks to the same water within the precinct aforesaid, 
adjoining and belonging, and also the suburbs of the borough aforesaid, TO HAVE 
AND TO HOLD the hamlets, water, river, and suburbs aforesaid, together with the 
banks and places aforesaid to the aforesaid bailiffs and commonalty and their 
successors as the precinct and parcel of the liberty of the borough aforesaid for ever, 
so that no one of whatsoever grade or condition he be without the license and will 
of the aforesaid bailiffs and commonalty and their successors shall make, construct 
or place wharfs or cranes upon the banks of the water aforesaid, or of the places 
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aforesaid, or weirs or kiddels or other engines whatsoever there to take fish in that 
water or in the other places aforesaid, or to fish or take fish in the same water or 
other places aforesaid, or shall in any way presume to sell or buy any merchandizes 
coming by that water in ships or other vessels (victuals at their own expence when 
desirous to purchase such victuals for their household only excepted) within the 
water aforesaid, except at the Nowe Hethe of the Borough aforesaid, of the imder 
under penalty of forfeiture of all and singular, the merchandizes to the contrary 
bought and sold and of the ships vessels and boats in which such merchandizes shall 
happen so to be bought and sold. AND FURTHER of our grace aforesaid and 
of our knowledge and motion aforesaid, we have granted and by the tenor of 
these presents for us and our heirs aforesaid do grant to the aforesaid baUifEs and 
commonalty and their successors for ever that the bailifFs of the borough aforesaid 
for the time being shall have returns of all and singular our writs and precepts and 
of our heirs as well of assize, of mort d'ancestor, certifications of last presentations 
and attainder as of other writs and precepts in any way concerning us or our heirs 
or other persons whomsoever, and the execution thereof as well at our suit or of our 
heirs as at the suit of any other person to be prosecuted, in any way to be made 
within the borough, liberty, and precinct aforesaid so that no Sheriff, Coroner 
except the Coroners of us and of our heirs within the borough, liberty, and precinct 
aforesaid elected and ordained or to be elected and ordained by the bailiffs and 
commonalty of the same borough, nor any bailiff or other minister of us or of our 
heirs whatever shall enter the borough, liberty, and precinct aforesaid to execute 
any writs, mandates, or precepts although they touch our person or our heirs or any 
other persons or things there whatsoever in any manner, but that they be executed 
there by the bailiffs or coroners or other ministers of the Borough aforesaid for the 
time being, and that the same bailiffs of the borough aforesaid for the time being 
shall have from henceforth for ever cognizances of all pleas as well real as personal 
and mixed, or of any other pleas whatsoever of lands and tenements within the 
borough liberty and precinct aforesaid, and also of pleas of assizes, of novel disseizin 
mort d'ancestor redisseisin attainders and certifications as well as of pleas of debt, 
covenant, detinue, accompt, trespass, and of any other pleas whatsoever arisiug and 
to arise, moving and to be moved within the borough liberty and precinct aforesaid, 
in any of our courts whatsoever to wit before us and our heirs and before us in our 
Chancery and our heirs in their Chancery, and before the Treasurer and Barons of 
the Exchequer of us and of our heirs, the Justices of the common bench of us and of 
our heirs, and the Justices of us and of our heirs assigned to take any assizes, juries, 
and certificates whatsoever, and any other our Justices and officers whatsoever, and 
that the bailiffs of the borough aforesaid for the time being may hold and determine 
all pleas of the same before them in the Moothall of the borough aforesaid and duly 
execute the services to be rendered thereof and that the bailiffs for the time being 
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of the Borough aforesaid may hare and hold the Court of us and of our heirs in the 
Moot Hall aforesaid before the same Bailiffs on Monday and Thursday in every week, 
and that the same Bailiffs and their successors may hold, all pleas of the same, to wit, 
pleas personal in the Court aforesaid, by complaints raised and affirmed before the 
same Bailiffs in the said Court and to cause the persons against whom such complaints 
shall happen to be prosecuted or moved in the said Court to be arrested and attached 
by legal process by their bodies and their goods and chattels within the Borough liberty 
and precinct aforesaid, and their bodies to be committed to prison and to hold all other 
pleas of land and tenements in the Court aforesaid on Monday from fortnight to fort- 
night and to hear and determine all the pleas aforesaid and the pleas of our Court of 
pie powder, there and to give the j udgments thereon and to cause executions thereof to 
be done for ever in the same manner form and process as they have been accustomed 
to be heard determined and prosecuted in the same Borough before this time. AND 
MOREOVER we will and by these presents grant for us and our heirs aforesaid to the 
aforesaid Bailiffs and Commonalty and their successors that the Bailiffs and Aldermen 
for the time being of the Borough aforesaid, and sixteen Burgesses to be elected by the 
same Bailiffs and Aldermen in the manner there accustomed together with other six- 
teen persons of the more honest and discreet Burgesses of the Borough aforesaid to wit 
four from each ward of the same Borough to be chosen and nominated by the 
aforesaid Bailiffs, Aldermen and sixteen Burgesses from henceforth for ever shall be, 
and be called the Conunon Council of the same Borough and by the same Council so 
elected and called, they may draw up and make reasonable ordinances and Consti- 
tutions from time to time for the public good of the Borough aforesaid and for the 
private good of all meeting there, as well as for the sound and wholesome government 
of the same and may use and enjoy the same and put the same into execution within 
the Borough liberty and precinct aforesaid, and to alter and revoke them and each 
of them as it may seem expedient to them and to assess reasonable taxes upon the 
goods of all men living within the Borough liberty and precinct aforesaid of each 
according to his ability as well upon his rents as upon his mystery and merchandizes 
or otherwise as it shall seem more fit to be done, and to levy the same or cause them 
to be levied by reasonable distraints, and may arrest the persons refusing to pay the 
same taxes, if necessary, and commit them to prison and lawfully and with impunity 
cause them to be kept there for ever until they shall be wilHng to pay the same and 
without any obstruction of us or of our heirs, the Justices or other officers or ministers 
of us or of our heirs, whatsoever, and that the Bailiffs for the time being of the Borough 
aforesaid shall make and have for ever as well in the presence of us and of our heirs 
as in the absence of us and of our heirs the assize, the assay, amending and correcting 
of bread, wine, and beer, and of all other kinds of victuals, and of measures and of 
weights and of any other things whatsoever belonging or pertaining to the Office of 
Clerk of the Market of the Household of us and of our heirs within the Borough liberty 
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and precinct aforesaid and to do and exercise all and everything which belongs to the 
office of such Clerk of the Market, as often and when it shall be needful and necessary 
as fully and entirely as any Clerk of the Market of the household of us, and of our 
heirs, might do and have or ought to do, and have if this our present grant had not 
been made so that no Clerk of the Market of the household of us or of our heirs, nor 
the Admiral of England of us or of our heirs or his Lieutenants, Commissioners, 
Officers or Deputies, nor the Steward or Marshal of the Household of us or of our 
heirs or their servants or any of them shall in any way enter the Borough liberty 
and precinct aforesaid from henceforth by land or by water to execute, do, or 
exercise anything which pertains to his Office there or that might pertain thereto but 
it shall be lawful to the aforesaid Bailiffs and Commonalty for the time being of the 
Borough aforesaid to resist any such Clerk of the Market and Admiral and his 
Lieutenant Comissioner Officer and Deputy and the Steward and Marshal of the 
Household of us and of our heirs and their servants and each of them wishing to do, 
execute or exercise anything which pertains to his Office within the Borough liberty 
and precinct aforesaid by water or by land, and in nowise permit him or them there 
to do or in any way exercise such his office without impeachment of us or of our heirs 
or of any others whatsoever AND FURTHER of our Grace aforesaid and of our 
knowledge and motion aforesaid we have granted for us and our heirs aforesaid to the 
aforesaid Bailiffs and Commonalty and their successors that the Bailiffs for the time 
being of the Borough aforesaid and someone learned in the Law and four Burgesses 
of the same Borough in the same day, manner, and form in which the Bailiffs of the 
same Borough are elected and named be elected and named conjointly and separately 
from henceforth for ever keepers of the peace of us and of our heirs and * * * * 
have power and authority to keep and cause to be kept the peace of us and of our 
heirs as well as the statutes and ordinances made at Winchester, Northampton and 
"Westminster for the preservation of the same peace and the statutes and ordinances 
made there and at Cambridge concerning hunters, workmen, artificers, servants, 
hostlers, beggars and vagabonds, and other begging men, who call themselves 
travelling men, and in like manner the statutes and ordinances made at Westminster 
in the 1st and 2nd years of the reign of Henry the IV. late de facto and not de jure 
King of England concerning the not giving of Kveries of badges of societies to knights, 
esquires, or valets and other liveries of cloths, nor in anywise using the same 
liveries, and also a certain statute issued against the Lollards in the Parliament of 
Henry the fifth, late de facto et non de jure, King of England, at Leicester as well as a 
certain other statute similarly issued in the Parliament of the same Henry the fifth 
held at Westminster concerning counterfeiting, clipping, washing, and other falsifying 
of the money of our land, as well as all other ordinances and statutes made and to be 
made for the good of the peace of us and of our heirs and the quiet rule and govern- 
ment of the people of us and of our heirs, to be kept and cause to be kept in all and 
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singTilar their articles within the Borough liberty and precinct aforesaid according to 
the force, form, and effect of the same, and to chastise and punish all those whom they 
may find offending against the form of the ordinances and statutes aforesaid as ought 
to be done according to the form of those ordinances and statutes and to cause to come 
before them by due form of law, all those who should threaten any of the people of 
us or of our heirs concerning their bodies or the burning of their houses that they 
might find sufiicient security for the peace and for their good behaviour towards us 
and the people of us and of our heirs and if they shall refuse to find such security 
then to cause them to be safely kept in the prison of us and of our heirs of the 
Borough aforesaid until they shall find such security. AND FURTHER that they 
six, five, four, three, and two of them from this time for ever shall be justices of us and 
of our heirs to enquire by the Oath of just and lawful men of the Borough liberty 
and precinct aforesaid, by whom the truth of the matter might be better known of all 
manner of felonies, trespasses, forestallings, regratings, and extortions within the 
Borough liberty and precinct aforesaid by whomsoever and in what manner soever 
done or perpetrated and which from this time shall happen to be done there and also 
of all other and singular within the Borough liberty and precinct aforesaid in what 
manner soever done, attempted or perpetrated, and which from this time shall happen 
to be done, attempted, or perpetrated there whereof it ought and is accustomed, and 
shall have to be enquired by the keepers of the peace of us and of our heirs and the 
Justices of us and of our heirs assigned and to be assigned to enquire of such felonies, 
trespasses and mis-deeds in any County of our Kingdom of England by virtue of the 
ordinances and statutes aforesaid, or of any other ordinances and statutes before this 
time made and to be made according to the force and effect of the letters of us and 
of our heirs thence made and to be made to them and to all and singular the premises 
and other things whatsoever within the Borough liberty and precinct aforesaid, done, 
attempted or perpetrated or from this time to be done, attempted or perpetrated which 
by such keepers of the peace of us and of our heirs and the Justices of us and of our 
heirs assigned and to be assigned to hear and determine such felonies, trespasses and 
misdeeds in any County aforesaid by virtue of the ordinances and statutes aforesaid 
and of our letters aforesaid ought and are accustomed to be discussed and determined 
and by the same Bailiffs the one learned in the Law, and the four Burgesses so to be 
elected and nominated, the six, five, four, three, and two of them, of whom the said 
one learned in the Law we wish to be one, will have to be heard and determined 
according to the law and custom of our Kingdom of England and the form of the 
ordinances and statutes aforesaid so that all writs, precepts and other warrants to be 
made for the premises and for each of the premises shall be directed to the Ministers 
of the Borough aforesaid, and be by the same executed without any writ, precept, or 
warrant thereof being in any way directed to the Sheriff or Coroners of the County 
of Essex, so also that the keepers of the peace of us and of our heirs assigned and to 



be assigned to hear and determine sucli felonies, trespasses, and misdeeds in the 
County of Essex done or perpetrated or to be done or perpetrated, do not enter nor 
any one of them do enter into the Borough liberty and precinct aforesaid to do 
anything which pertains to such keeper of the peace or Justice, nor intrude in any- 
thing, nor any of them intrude in any way. MOREOVER we will and of our grace 
aforesaid and of our knowledge and motion aforesaid we have granted for us and our 
heirs aforesaid to the aforesaid Bailiffs and Commonalty and their Successors that in 
support of the payment of the Fee Farm aforesaid they shall have all and all manner 
of fines, issues, redemptions, amercements, things lost, forfeits, as well before the 
aforesaid Bailiffs in our Court aforesaid as before the aforesaid keepers of the Peace 
of us and of our heirs and the Justices of us and of our heirs to hear and determine 
felonies, trespasses, and offences aforesaid within the Borough liberty and precinct 
aforesaid in any way whatsoever forfeited and to be forfeited and of all manner of 
fines, issues, redemptions, amercements, things lost, and forfeits of aU and singular 
persons for tresspasses, oppressions, extortions, deceptions, conspiracies, contempts, 
concealments, regratings, f orestalHngs, maintenancies, cheatings, misprisions, and other 
falsities, and faults whatsoever in any Court of us, and of our heirs, and before any 
Justices of us and of our heirs, forfeited and to be forfeited, as well all goods and 
chattels of all and singular persons outlaws and waived and to be outlawed and 
waived for treason, felony, contempt, trespass, debt, accompt or other action whatso- 
ever at the suit of us or of our heirs, or of any other persons whatsoever, and also all 
goods and chattels of all and singular felons de seipsis and of any other felons, 
fugitives, and condemned persons whatsoever and of persons to be condemned and all 
the goods and chattels of all other persons whatsoever, howsoever, and in any manner 
to be confiscated within the Borough liberty and precinet aforesaid, so that if any 
person for any treason whatsoever felony or any action whatever ought to lose his life 
or a limb or shall flee, and be unwilling to abide judgment or be outlawed, or he 
should commit any other offence or forfeiture or any other thing, or anything should 
happen to him for which he ought to lose his goods and chattels wherever it may 
happen that justice thereof shall be done whether it be before us or our heirs or before 
us and our heirs in the Chancery of us and of our heirs, the Justices of the Common, 
Bench of us and of our heirs the Treasurer and Barons of the Exchequer of us and 
of our heirs, the Steward and Marshal or Clerk of the Market of the Household of us 
or of our Heirs the Justices in Eyre assigned and to be assigned to take Common 
Pleas and Pleas of the Crown or Pleas of the Forest the Justices of us and of our heirs 
assigned and to be assigned to take Assizes presentments and Certificates or any other 
kind of inquisitions or to deliver the Gaols, the Justices of us and of our heirs 
assigned and to be assigned to hear and determine treasons, felonies, trespasses, or any 
other things whatsoever as well at the suit of us or of our heirs as of any other persons 
or before the keepers of the peace of us or of our heirs and the Justices of us or of 
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our heirs assigned and to be assigned to hear and determine felonies trespasses and 
offences in any County of our Kingdom of England or in any other places whatsoever 
or before any other the Officers or Ministers of us or of our heirs as well in the 
presence of us and of our heirs as in the absence of us and of our heirs or in any other 
courts, rooms and places, they may be, those fines, issues, redemptions, amercements, 
things lost, forfeits, goods and chattels, wherever they can be found within the Borough 
liberty and precinct aforesaid shall be the property of the same Bailiffs and Com- 
monalty and their Successors in support of the fee farm aforesaid and it shall be 
lawftd to the aforesaid Bailiffs and Commonalty and their Successors, to put 
themselves in seisin of the said fines, issues, redemptions, amercements, things lost, 
forfeits, goods and chattels to be found within the Borough liberty and precinct 
aforesaid and to retain the same to the use and profit of the aforesaid Bailiffs and 
Commonalty and their Successors from the cause aforesaid without rendering anything 
thereof to us or to our heirs and without impeachment, molestation, or impediment of 
us or of our heirs, or of the Justices, Escheators, Sheriffs, or other Officers or 
Ministers whatsoever of us or of our heirs ; so that no Sheriff, Escheator, or any 
other officer of us or of our heirs shall enter the Borough liberty and precinct afore- 
said there to seize, levy, attach or receive, such fines, issues, redemptions, amercements, 
things lost, forfeits, goods and chattels, nor in any way intrude himself in anything, 
and further of our grace aforesaid and of our knowledge and motion aforesaid we 
have granted for us and our heirs aforesaid to the aforesaid Bailiffs and Commonalty 
and their Successors that no one of them Hving and residing for the time within the 
Borough liberty and precinct aforesaid from this time shall be put or impanelled [the 
Latin is impanelletur] outside the Borough liberty and precinct aforesaid against his 
Will on any assizes, juries, inquisitions, attainders or recognizances, whatsoever 
touching us or our heirs or any other persons whatsoever nor be made the assessor 
taxer or collector of the tenths, fifteenths or other taxes, imposts, or subsidies 
whatsoever in any way granted or to be granted to us and our heirs or of any part or 
parcel of the same or of any of them or collector of the reasonable aid to make 
the first-born son of us and of our heirs a knight, or to marry the first-bom 
daughter of us and of our heirs out of the Borough liberty and precinct aforesaid nor 
shall he be ordained or assigned Constable, Bailiff or any other officer or Minister of us 
or of our heirs without the same Borough liberty and precinct nor be called, compelled 
or constrained in any way to perform, receive and occupy, any office or charge above 
recited nor any other office against his will outside the Borough liberty and precinct 
aforesaid, and that although any one of the aforesaid Bailiffs and Commonalty or their 
Successors living and residing within the Borough liberty and precinct aforesaid shall 
be placed impanelled or returned on any such Assizes, juries, inquisitions, attainders, 
or any other recognisances whatsoever outside the Borough liberty and precinct afore- 
said against his will or shall be elected to any offices or charges aforesaid or to any 
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other office or charge outside the Borough liberty and precinct aforesaid, and he 
refuse to come or appear before our Justices or any other Commissioners or officers 
of us or of our heirs before whom it shall happen that such Assizes, juries, inquisitions, 
attainders, or recognisances, are summoned or returned and in the same assizes, juries, 
inquisitions, attainders, or recognizances he refuse to be sworn or tried, or to perform 
receive or occupy the offices or charges, aforesaid, nevertheless, he thus refusing shall 
in no wise incur any contempt, amercement, penalty, forfeiture, or loss on those 
occasions or any of them at the hands of us or of our heirs, but he shall be quit and 
exonerated thereof for ever as well before any Justice of us and of our heirs as before 
the Treasurer and Barons of the Exchequer of us and of our heirs and in any other 
place of Record and before any other Commissioners and officers of us and of our heirs 
throughout our whole Kingdom of England. To the intent that express mention be 
made of the true annual value or any other value of the premises or of any other gifts 
or grants made to the aforesaid Burgesses and Commonalty or to the Burgesses of the 
Borough aforesaid or to their Predecessors by us or any of our progenitors before this 
time not made in these presents any other statute, act, ordinance, use, custom, or pro- 
vision made, ordaiued, used or provided, or in any other thing, cause, or matter 
whatsoever to the contrary, notwithstanding. 

These being witnesses, the Venerable Fathers Thomas, Archbishop of 
Canterbury, Primate of all England, our most dear Cousin, and "W. Archbishop 
of York, Primate of England ; Gr. Bishop of Exeter, our Chancellor, and W, 
Bishop of Ely ; our beloved Cousins, George, Duke of Clarence, and Richard, 
Duke of Grloucester, our most dear Brothers, Richard, Earl of Warwick, our 
Chamberlain of England, and Henry, Earl of Essex, our Treasurer of England ; our 
dearly beloved and faithful, William Hastynges de Hastyngs Chamberlain of our 
Household, Hiunphrey Stafford de South wick. Knights, also our beloved Clerk, 
Master Robert Styllyngton, Keeper of our Privy Seal, and others. 

Dated by our hand at Westminster the first day of March in the first year 
of our reign. 



[Note.— The foregoing Charter was collated by Mr. Isaac H. Jeatbs, of the British Museum, 
with the Charter as recited in the original Charter of 3 Henry VII., 28th November, 1488]. 
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BorouQb of kM; Colcbestet. 



Cbartet of 2 IRtcbatb 

10th DECEMBER, 1484. 
[Of a confirmation for Colchester]. 

^bC iKXllQ, to all to whom &c., greeting. 

We have inspected a certain Charter of the Lord Edward the Fourth, late 
King of England, our brother made in these words : — 

[Here follows verbatim the Charter of 1 Edward IV. as printed on pages 40 to 54 of this 
volume]. 

And we having ratified and confirmed the Charters and letters aforesaid, and 
all and siagular ia the same contained for us our heirs and successors as much as in 
us lies do accept and approve them, and to our well-beloved the now Bailiffs and 
Commonalty of the vill aforesaid and their successors, ratify and confirm them as the 
Charters and Letters aforesaid in themselves reasonably testify. 

Li witness of which &c. 

Witness the King at Westminster on the tenth day of December. 
For five marks paid into the Hanaper. 
(Confirmation Roll, Chancery, 2 Richard III., part 3, No. 7.] 



[Note. — The foregoing Charter was translated by Messrs. Hakdt & Paqb (Eecord Agents), 
from a Eecord Office copy of the Charter as recorded in the above-mentioned Confirmation Boll]. 
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Botouob of ^m Colcbestet. 



Chatter of 3 1bentif> 

28th NOVEMBER, 1488. 

IbCnt^t by the grace of Grod, King of England and France and Lord 
of Ireland to aU whom these present letters shall come, greeting. 

We have inspected a certain Charter of the Lord Edward late King of 
England the Fourth made in these words : — 

[Here follows verbatim the Charter of 1 Edward IV. as printed on pages 40 to 54 of this volume]. 

We, therefore, holding established and agreeable the Charters and letters 
aforesaid, and all and singular matters in the same contained, do for us and our heirs, 
as much as in us doth lie, accept and approve them, and do ratify and do confirm them 
to our beloved the now bailiffs and commonalty of the vill aforesaid, and to their 
successors, as the charters and letters aforesaid in themselves do reasonably witness. 

In witness whereof these our letters we have caused to be made patent. 

Witness myself at Westminster the twenty-eighth day of November in the 
third year of ovuc reign. 

For one hundred shillings paid in the hanaper. 

Examined by Richard Skypton and William Eliot, clerks. 
(Confirmation Roll, 3 Henry VII. p. 1, No. 13). 



[Note. — The foregoing Charter was cbllated by Me. Isaac H. Jbates, of the British Museum, 
with the original Charter.] 
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aSorougb of Ws Colchester. 



Charter of 2 t)enr^ Kill. 

llTH MAY, 1511. 

iDCnt^, by the Grace of God, King of England and France and Lord of 
Ireland to aU to whom the present letters shall come, greeting. 

We have inspected the letters patent of confirmation of our most beloved 
father the lord Henry late King of England the Seventh made in these words : — 

HENRY", by the grace of God, King of England and France and Lord 
of Ireland to all to whom these present letters shall come, greeting. 

We have inspected a certain Charter of the Lord Edward late King of 
England the Fourth made in these words : — 
[Here follows verbatim the Charter of 1 Edward IV. as printed on pages 40 to 54 of this volume]. 

We, therefore, holding established and agreeable the Charters and 
letters aforesaid, and all and singular matters in the same contained do for us 
and our heirs, as much as in us doth lie, accept and approve them, and do 
ratify and do confirm them to our beloved the now bailiffs and commonalty 
of the vill aforesaid, and to their successors, as the charters and letters aforesaid 
in themselves do reasonably witness. 

In witness whereof these our letters we have caused to be made patent. 

Witness myself at Westminster the twenty-eighth day of November in 
the third year of our reign. 

We therefore, holding established and agreeable the letters aforesaid, and 
all and singular matters in the same contained, do for us and our heirs, as much as in 
us doth lie, accept and approve them, and do ratify and confirm them to our beloved 
the now bailiffs and commonalty of the vill aforesaid, and to their successors, as the 
charters and letters aforesaid in themselves do reasonably witness. 

In witness whereof these our letters we have caused to be made patent. 

Witness myself at Westminster the eleventh day of May, in the second year 
of our reign. 

(Confirmation Roll, 2 Henry VIII., p. 10^ No. 12). 

"Examined by John Yong and John Taillour, clerks." 

• 

[NoTB.— The foregoing Charter was collated by Mr. Isaac H. Jeayes, of the British Museum, 
with the original Charter.] 
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Botouob of ^W Colcbestet* 



Cbatter of 26 IDenr? 

4th march, 1535. 



Ibent^ the lElObtb, by the Grace of God of England and France 
King, Defender of the Faith, Lord of Ireland, and on earth supreme head of the 
Church of England, to the Archbishops, bishops, abbots, priors, dukes, earls, barons, 
justices, sheriffs, foresters, reeves, ministers and all his bailiffs and faithful people to 
whom the present letters shall come, greeting. 

"Whereas our beloved the bailiffs and commonalty of our borough or viU of 
Colchester within our county of Essex and all their predecessors the bailiEfs 
commonalty and burgesses of that borough or vill from the fourteenth year of Henry 
the Second formerly King of England our progenitor have hitherto had and now do 
have and ought to have yearly at our Exchequer the allowance and deduction of their 
ancient farm or fee farm of the aforesaid borough or vill due to us and our pro- 
genitors kings of England of forty shillings in default or defect of our wood of 
Kyngeswood for that the same wood before that time used to be in the farm of the 
said borough or viU of Colchester and then came to the hands of him formerly King 
Henry the Second, and remained in his hands, and from that time up to now was and 
yet is in the hands of us and our progenitors Kings of England as in our Exchequer 
aforesaid doth fully appear of record, which indeed wood of Kyngeswood doth lie and 
exist in the vills, parishes, hamlets, and places of Myleende, Lexden, West Bergholt 
Great Horkesley, Boxted, Langham, and Ardley, near and next the borough or 
vill of Colchester aforesaid and within the banlieu, ambit, circuit, precinct, limits and 
bounds of the franchises and liberties of that borough or vill. 

And now the aforesaid bailiffs and commonalty are willing henceforth to ask 
and to have no allowance of the aforesaid forty shillings in our exchequer, so never- 
theless that we would deign to grant our letters patent concerning our aforesaid wood 
of Kyngeswood and concerning our forest of Kyngeswood in the county aforesaid and 
concerning other privileges below expressed in form following. 
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Know ye that we, considering the premises, and for that the said baiilffs 
and commonalty will not henceforth be allowed the aforesaid forty shillings in our 
Exchequer, also for one hundred shillings to us in our hanaper by the same baiHfiPs 
and commonalty faithfully paid, whereof we do by these presents acknowledge our- 
selves to be satisfied, have given and granted, and for us our heirs and successors by 
these presents do give and grant to the aforesaid the now bailiffs and commonalty of 
the aforesaid borough or vill of Colchester all our forest, and wood, land, pasture, 
waste, underwood, alder trees, heath, common and assart of Kyngeswood, aforesaid 
otherwise called Kyngeswood Heath, and all timber, trees, wood and underwood there 
growing with all their appurtenances profits and all commodities lying and being in 
the vills, parishes, hamlets and places of Mileend, Lexden, West Bergholt, Boxtede, 
Horkesley, Langham, and Ardley aforesaid, by and near Colchester aforesaid in our 
aforesaid county of Essex by whatsoever name or whatsoever names, metes, bounds, 
limits, or extents the same forest, wood, land, pasture, waste, alder trees, underwood 
heath, commons, and assarts or any- parcel thereof in our Exchequer or elsewhere of 
record or otherwise they are known, deemed, called, limited, divided, or inclosed, or 
by any perambulation, inquisition or extent, or any perambulations, inquisitions or 
extents thereof henceforth in any wise to be made, taken or found, or by any other 
record or otherwise, were known or called. 

We have granted also and by these presents do for us our heirs and successors 
aforesaid, grant to the now bailiffs and commonalty and their successors that the same 
the now bailiffs and commonalty and their successors can and may cut down and carry 
away to their own proper use all trees and all the wood and underwood in the said 
forest and wood growing, as often as and whensoever it shall please them, for their 
better profits, and commodities, and that they may have and receive all and singular 
other profits, liberties, privileges and advantages of and in the said forest or wood, in 
as ample manner and form as we, before the present day, have had them or could or 
ought to have them in whatsoever manner and howsoever the forest and wood afore- 
said and the other premises to our hands or to the hands of our progenitors kings of 
England did come, or are or ought in any wise to have come and to have been in our 
hands. 

To have the aforesaid forest wood and all and singular other the premises 
with all their appurtenances profits and commodities aforesaid to the now bailiffs and 
commonalty and their successors for ever, to be held of us and our heirs by the rent 
of one penny to be paid to us our heirs and successors at our Exchequer on the 
quinzaine of St. Michael the Archangel every year for all services exactions and 
demands whatsoever without account or any other matter of or for the aforesaid 
forest wood and other the premises or any parcel thereof to us or our heirs or successors 
to be rendered paid or made. 
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And further for the greater security of the aforesaid bailiffs and commonalty 
of and in the premises we will and by our present letters patent do give and grant to 
the same the now bailiffs and commonalty and their successors full power and 
authority from time to time at their pleasure whensoever and as often as it shall 
please them to survey the said forest, wood, land, pasture, waste, underwood, alder 
trees, heath, common and assart of Kyngeswood, with all their members and 
appurtenances whatsoever and every part thereof, and to perambulate and survey all 
and singular the metes, ends, bounds, and limits there as well in length as in breadth, 
as well by themselves as by the view of good and lawful men to this by the aforesaid 
the now baUiffs or their successors for the time being to be summoned and convoked 
and in all other ways methods and means by which it shall be possible to be done 
better according to their sound discretions, and to divide that forest and wood and 
the other premises and every part thereof so perambulated and surveyed with the 
metes bounds and limits, from the lands, pastures, woods and commons of all other 
men and persons in severalty, also to enclose the aforesaid, forest, wood, and other 
the premises with all their members and appurtenances whatsoever and every part 
thereof, at their pleasure, with hedges, ditches and pales ; and also to have, keep and 
hold the forest and wood aforesaid and other the premises with all their members and 
appurtenances whatsoever and every part thereof so by the aforesaid bailiffs and 
commonalty or their successors inclosed in severalty as their own proper land and as 
the precinct and parcel of the liberty of the borough or vill of Colchester aforesaid, 
for ever without impeachment, claim, or molestation of us our heirs or successors or 
any other our ministers whomsoever. 

And moreover we will and by these our present letters patent do grant to 
the now bailiffs and commonalty and their successors that this our grant by us to the 
same the now bailiffs and commonalty and their successors concerning the premises 
in form aforesaid made be as valid and efficacious in the law to the aforesaid now 
bailiffs and commonalty and their successors for ever as if an inquisition for our title 
of and in the premises had been duly found and taken and had been returned into 
our Chancery or Exchequer, and the forest and wood aforesaid and other the premises 
with their appurtenances and every part thereof had been named and expressed in the 
same inquisition by their own proper names together with the metes bounds and 
values of the same. 

And further of our fuller special grace we have granted and by these 
presents do grant to the aforesaid the now bailiffs and commonalty and their successors 
that no burgess of the vill or borough of Colchester aforesaid dwelling or henceforth 
to dwell within the same vill or liberty of the same be henceforth sheriff or escheator 
of any county within our kingdom of England, and if he be elected or nominated to 
the office of Sheriff or escheator he shall be able lawfully and with impunity and 
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without impeachment -whatsoever to refuse to exercise those offices and either of them, 
and that each of the said burgesses shall upon the showing of these presents be dis- 
charged from exercising the said offices or any of them and also that the said bailiffs 
and commonalty and their successors may have two coroners within the liberty and 
hamlets of the vill aforesaid as of old they have been accustomed to have and that the 
same coroners elected from themselves may have and exercise the same and similar 
power and authority within the vill aforesaid and the liberty and hamlets of the same 
as the coroners of our county of Essex or any other coroner within our kingdom of 
England may have and exercise. 

And that the Coroners of our county of Essex shall in no wise itnrude 
themselves within the said vill or borough, liberty and hamlets of the same to exercise 
or perform anything there pertaining to the office of coroner, and that the said bailiffs 
and commonalty and their successors may have all issues, fines amercements and other 
profits whatsoever which shall arise by reason or occasion of the office of coroner and 
which shall be forfeited in any way whatsoever before the coroners of the vill afore- 
said without rendering paying or performing account thereof or anything else to us 
or our heirs. 

And moreover we do grant by these presents for us and our heirs to the 
aforesaid now bailiffs and commonalty and their successors that the same bailiffs and 
commonalty and their successors may have and hold quietly and peaceably all and 
singular things contained and specified in these presents, and all other liberties 
franchises, privileges and customs which heretofore they had, have or ought to have 
in any way whatsoever. 

And that from time to time upon the showing alone of these our letters 
patent as well in our Exchequer as in all other our Courts whatsoever they shall be 
allowed and exonerated of all and all manner of accounts or other claims and 
demands from the same baiKffs and commonalty or their successors or any of them of 
or ior the premises or any of the premises by us by these our letters patent granted or 
for any issues farms or profits thence beyond the said one penny at the aforesaid 
quinzaine of St. Michael in form aforesaid to be paid every year, to be had, demanded, 
rendered, paid or claimed. 

Although express mention of the true yearly value or of any other value of 
the aforesaid forest and wood of Kyngeswood and the other premises with the 
appurtenances or of any parcel thereof or of the certainty of the same and of whatso- 
ever part thereof, or of the proper name thereof, or of any gifts or grants by us or any 
of our progenitors, Kings of England thereof to the aforesaid bailiffs and commonalty 
heretofore made, be not made in these presents, or the statute prohibiting lest lands 
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or tenements come to mortmain or any other statutes, acts, ordinances, provisions, 
restrictions, uses or customs to the contrary thereof heretofore made, had, ordained, 
used or provided, or any other thing cause or matter whatsoever in anywise 
notwithstanding. 

Provided always that the same bailiffs and commonalty nor their successors 
have henceforth any allowance of the aforesaid forty shillings upon the payment of 
the fee farm of the vill aforesaid, but the same forty shillings as parcel of their fee 
farm they shall faithfully pay yearly to us and our heirs, in consideration of the 
premises, at our Exchequer. 

We have granted also to the aforesaid bailiffs and commonalty that they 
shall have and receive these our letters patent sealed with our Grreat Seal without our 
hanaper without paying or rendering fine or great or small fee to us or to our use 
there or elsewhere and that the clerk of our hanaper for the delivery of them shall 
against us and our heirs be by these presents discharged and acquitted. 

These being witnesses, the illustrious man Thomas Audley, Knight, our 
Lord Chancellor of England, also our beloved and faithful councillors Thomas 
Crumwell, our Chief Secretary, William Fitz Wylliam, Knight, Treasurer of our 
Household, and Wylliam Pawlet, Knight, Comptroller of our Household, and others. 

Griven by our hand at Westminster the fourth day of March in the twenty- 
sixth year of our reign. 

By the King himself and of the date aforesaid by the authority of 
Parliament. 

(Patent Roll, 26 Henry VIII., part 2, memb. 34). 



[Note. —The foregoing Charter was collated by Mr. Isaac H. Jeatbs, of the British Museum, 
with the copy thereof in the book entitled " Cartes Coktttrie," which copy is said to have been made 
from the original.] 
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Borough of ^m Colcbeetet. 



Cbatter of t ]E6warb VI. 

20th may, 1547. 

iSbWarb the Slytb, by the grace of God of England, France and 
Ireland, King, Defender of the Faith, and on earth supreme head of the Church of 
England and Ireland, to all to whom the present letters shall come, greeting. 

We have inspected the Letters Patent of confirmation of the Lord Henry, 
late King of England the Eighth, made in these words : — 

HENRY, by the grace of God, King of England, and France, and 
Lord of Ireland, to all to whom the present letters shall come, greeting. 

We have inspected the letters patent of confirmation of our most 
beloved father the lord Henry late King of England the Seventh made in 
these words : — 

HENRY, by the grace of God, King of England and France and Lord 
of Ireland to all to whom these present letters shall come, greeting. 

We have inspected a certain Charter of the Lord Edward, late King of 
England the Fourth made in these words : — 

[Here follows verbatim the Charter of 1 Edward IV. , as printed on pages 40 to 54 of this volume]. 

We therefore, holding established and agreeable the charters and 
letters aforesaid, and all and singular matters in the same contained do for 
us and our heirs, as much as in us doth lie, accept and approve them, and 
do ratify and do confirm them, to our beloved the now bailiffs and com- 
monalty of the viU aforesaid, and to their successors, as the Charters and 
Letters aforesaid in themselves do reasonably witness. 

In witness whereof these our letters we have caused to be made patent. 

Witness myself at Westminter the twenty eighth day of November, in 
the third year of oip: reign. 
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WE therefore, holding established and agreeable the letters aforesaid, 
and all and singular matters ia the same contained, do for us and our heirs, 
as much as in us doth lie, accept and approve them, and do ratify and 
confirm them to our beloved the now Bailiffs and Commonalty of the vill 
aforesaid, and to their successors, as the charters and letters aforesaid in 
themselves do reasonably witness. 

In witness whereof these our letters we have caused to be made patent. 

Witness myself at Westminster the eleventh day of May, in the 
second year of our reign. 

WE therefore, holding established and agreeable the Charters and Letters 
aforesaid and all and singular the matters in the same contained do for us and our 
heirs as much as in us doth He, accept and approve them, and do ratify and confirm 
them to our beloved the now bailiffs and commonalty of the vill aforesaid and to 
their successors as the charters and letters aforesaid in themselves do reasonably 
witness. 

In witness whereof these our letters we have caused to be made patent. 

Witness myself at Westminster the twentieth day of May in the first year of 
the reign. 

[For five poimds and ten shillings, paid in the hanaper]. 

(Confirmation Roll 1 Edward VI., p. 6, No. 9.) 



[Note. — Tlie foregoing Charter was collated by Me. Isaac H. Jkates, of the British Museum, 
with tlie recital of Buch Charter la the original Charter of 1 Elizabeth, 20tli February, 1559.] 
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Botouob of ^S Colcbestet. 



Charter of I /Iftar^. 

12th DECEMBER, 1553. 

IlljHt^, by the Grace of God of England, France and Ireland, Queen, 
Defender of the Faith and on earth supreme head of the English and Irish Church 
to all to whom the present letters shall come, greeting. 

We have inspected the Letters Patent of Confirmation of the Lord Edward 
late King of England the Sixth our most beloved brother made in these words : 

EDWARD THE SIXTH, by the grace of God of England, France and 
Ireland, King, Defender of the Faith, and on earth supreme head of the 
Church of England and Ireland, to all to whom the present letters shall 
come, greeting. 

We have inspected the Letters Patent of confirmation of the Lord 
Henry, late King of England the Eighth, made in these words : — 

HENRY, by the grace of God, King of England, and France, 
and Lord of Ireland, to all to whom the present letters shall come, 
greeting. 

We have inspected the letters patent of confirmation of our most 
beloved father the lord Henry late King of England the Seventh, made 
in these words : — 

HENRY, by the grace of God, King of England and France and 
Lord of Ireland, to all to whom these present letters shall come, 
greeting. 

We have inspected a certain Charter of the Lord Edward, late 
King of England the Fourth, made in these words : — 

[Here follows verbatim the Charter of 1 Edward lY. as printed on pages 4a to 54 
of this volume]. 

We therefore, holding established and agreeable the Charters and 
Letters aforesaid, and all and singular matters in the same contained 
do for us and our heirs, as much as in us doth lie, accept and approve 
them, and do ratify and do confirm them, to our beloved the now 
BailifPs and (Commonalty of the vill aforesaid, and to their successors, 
as the Charters and Letters aforesaid in themselves do reasonably 
witness. 
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In witness whereof these our letters we have caused to be made 
patent. 

Witness myself at Westminster the twenty-eighth day of Novem- 
ber, in the third year of our reign. 

WE therefore, holding established and agreeable the letters afore- 
said, and all and singular matters in the same contained, do for us and 
our heirs, as much as in us doth lie, accept and approve them, and do 
ratify and confirm them to our beloved the now Bailiffs and Com- 
monalty of the vill aforesaid, and to their successors, as the Charters 
and Letters aforesaid in themselves do reasonably witness. 

In witness whereof these our letters we have caused to be made 
patent. 

Witness myself at Westminster the eleventh day of May, in the 
second year of our reign. 

WE therefore, holding established and agreeable the Charters and 
Letters aforesaid and all and singular the matters in the same contained do 
for us and our heirs as much as in us doth lie, accept and approve them, 
and do ratify and confirm them to our beloved the now bailiffs and 
conunonalty of the vill aforesaid and to their successors as the charters 
and letters aforesaid in themselves do reasonably witness. 

In witness whereof these our letters we have caused to be made patent. 

Witness myself 'at Westminster the twentieth day of May in the first 
year of the reign. 

We therefore, holding established and agreeable the charters and letters 
aforesaid, and all and singular matters in the same contained do for us and our heirs, 
as much as in us doth lie, accept and approve them, and do ratify and confirm them 
to our beloved the now bailiffs and commonalty of the vill aforesaid and to their 
successors as the charters and letters aforesaid do reasonably witness. 

In witness whereof these our letters we have caused to be made patent. 

Witness myself at Westminster the twelfth day of December in the first 
year of our reign. 

(Confirmation Roll 1 Mary, p. 3. No. 12). 

[Note. — The foregoing Charter was collated by Mr, Ibaao H. Jeayes, of the British Museum 
with the Charter as partly recited in the Charter of 1 Elizabeth, 20th February, 1559, and partly (the 
last three paragraphs) with the copy in the Book entitled " Cartx Coloeitrie."] 
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Botougb of ^^ Colchester, 



Cbarter of I Blisabetb, 

20th FEBRUARY, 1559. 

lSll3Hl)etbt by the grace of God, of England, France, and Ireland, 
Queen, Defender of the Faith, &c., to all to whom the present letters shall come, 
greeting. 

We have inspected the Letters Patent of the Lady Mary, late Queen of 
England, our dearest sister, of confirmation made in these words : — 

MARY, by the Grrace of God, of England, France, and Ireland, 
Queen, Defender of the Faith and on earth supreme head of the English and 
Irish Church, to all to whom the present letters shall come, greeting. 

We have inspected the Letters Patent of Confirmation of the Lord 
Edward late King of England the Sixth, our most beloved brother, made in 
these words : 

EDWARD THE SIXTH, by the grace of God of England, 
France and Ireland, King, Defender of the Faith, and on earth 
supreme head of the Church of England and Ireland, to all whom the 
present letters shall come, greeting. 

We have inspected the Letters Patent of confirmation of the Lord 
Henry, late King of England the Eighth, made in these words : — 

HENRY, by the grace of Grod, King of England and France, 
and Lord of Ireland, to all to whom the present letters shall come, 
greeting. 

We have inspected the Letters Patent of confirmation of our 
most beloved father, the lord Henry, late King of England the 
Seventh, made in these words : — 

HENRY, by the grace of God, King of England and France, 
and Lord of Ireland, to all to whom these present letters shall 
come, greeting. 
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We have inspected a certain Charter of the Lord Edward, 
late King of England the Fourth, made in these words : — 

[Here follows verbatim tlie Charter of 1 Edward IV., as printed ou pages 40 
to 64 of this volume]. 

We therefore, holding established and agreeable the Charters 
and Letters aforesaid, and all and singular matters in the same 
contained, do for us and our heirs, as much as in us doth He, 
accept and aprove them, and do ratify and do confirm them, to 
our beloved the now Bailiffs and Commonalty of the vill aforesaid, 
and to their successors, as the Charters and Letters aforesaid in 
themselves do reasonably witness. 

In witness whereof these our letters we have caused to be 
made patent. 

Witness myself at Westminster the twenty-eighth day of 
November, in the third year of our reign. 

WE therefore, holding established and agreeable the letters 
aforesaid, and all and singular matters in the same contained, do 
for us and our heirs, as much as in us doth lie, accept and approve 
them, and do ratify and confirm them to our beloved the now 
Bailiffs and Commonalty of the vill aforesaid, and to their 
successors, as the Charters and Letters aft>resaid in themselves do 
reasonably witness. 

In witness whereof these our letters we have caused to be 
made patent. 

Witness myself at Westminster the eleventh day of May, in 
the second year of our reign. 

WE therefore, holding established and agreeable the Charters and 
Letters aforesaid and all and singular the matters in the same contained 
do for us and our heirs as much as in us doth lie, accept and approve 
them, and do ratify and confirm them to our beloved the now Bailiffs 
and Commonalty of the vill aforesaid and to their successors as the 
Charters and Letters aforesaid in themselves do reasonably witness. 

In witness whereof these our Letters we have caused to be made 
patent. 

Witness myself at Westminster the twentieth day of May in the 
first year of the reign. 
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We therefore, holding established and agreeable the charters and 
letters aforesaid, and all and singular matters in the same contained, do for us 
and our heirs, as much as in us doth lie, accept and approve them, and do 
ratify and confirm them to our beloved the now Bailiffs and Commonalty of 
the vill aforesaid and to their successors, as the charters and letters aforesaid 
do reasonably witness. 

In witness whereof these our letters we have caused to be made patent. 

Witness myself at Westminster the twelfth day of December in the 
first year of our reign. 

We therefore, holding established and agreeable the charters and letters 
aforesaid, and all and singular matters in the same contained, do for us and our heirs, 
as much as in us doth lie accept and approve them, and do ratify and confirm them 
to our beloved the now Bailiffs and Commonalty of the vill aforesaid, and to their 
successors, as the charters and letters aforesaid do reasonably witness. 

In witness whereof these our letters we have made patent. 

Witness myself at Westminster the twentieth day of February in the first 
year of our reign. 

[For twelve pounds paid in the hanaper.J 

(Confirmation Roll, 1 Elizabeth, p. 2, No. 11). 



[Note.— The foregoing Charter was collated with the original Charter by Me. Isaac H. Jbates, 



of the British Museum]. 
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Botouob of ^S Colchester. 



Cbarter of 26 lEUsabetb. 

6th JULY, 1584. 
[A Grant to the town of Colchester for the erection of a Free Grammar School.] 

l£ll3Hbetb, by the grace of Grod, Queen of England, France and 
Ireland, Defender of the Faith, etc., to all to whom these presents shall come, 
greeting. 

Know ye that whereas our most dear father, the Lord Henry VIII. late 
King of England, by his letters patent under the great seal of England, bearing 
date at "Westminster the 12th day of November, in the 31st year of his reign, reciting 
by the same that whereas the Bailiffs, Burgesses and Commonalty of his town of 
Colchester in the County of Essex then lawfully had and by right ought to have 
the advqwson of the Chantry of the Chapel of St. Helen in his town of Colchester 
aforesaid, and the advowson of another Chantry in the Church of the blessed Mary, 
within the same town in the aforesaid County, of old, erected and founded, which 
indeed Chantries were endowed with divers messuages, lands, tenements, meadows, 
pastures, woods, rents and other hereditaments ; and the King being desirous that 
the said Chantries and the issues and profits of the aforesaid messuages, lands, 
meadows, pastures, rents and of the rest of the premises, should be turned to better 
uses, and taking into consideration the good intention of the Bailiffs, Burgesses and 
Commonalty of his aforesaid town both to erect and establish within the said town a 
free school and to relieve and support the commonwealth and the wants of his town 
aforesaid, by his special grace and of his certain knowledge and mere motion, as well 
as by his Royal authority as supreme head of the English Church, which he discharged 
while on earth, granted to John Christmas, Esquire, and to Thomas Cocke, Bailiffs of 
his town aforesaid, and to the Burgesses and the Commonalty of the aforesaid town, 
that they and their successors should have, hold, and keep henceforth for ever, all the 
messuages, lands, tenements, meadows, pastures, rents, reversions, services and other 
hereditaments whatsoever belonging to the aforesaid Chantry of St. Helen, which 
indeed Chantry then was vacant, to have and to hold the same messuages, lands, 
tenements, meadows, pastures, rents, reversions, and services, and other hereditaments 
belonging to the said Chantry of the aforesaid Chapel of St. Helen to the aforesaid 
Bailiffs, Burgesses and their successors in perpetuity. Moreover, the King by the 
same his letters patent granted to the aforesaid Bailiffs, Burgesses and Commonalty 
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that whenever the other aforesaid Chantry of the aforesaid Church of the Blessed 
Mary should first and next happen to be vacant for any reason whatever, that then 
immediately after such vacancy the aforesaid bailiffs, burgesses and commonalty, and 
their successors should have, hold, and keep, all the messuages, lands, tenements, 
meadows, pastures, woods, rents and services and other hereditaments whatsoever 
belonging to the same Chantry, to have and to hold the same messuages, lands, tene- 
ments, meadows, pastures^ woods, rents, reversions and services, and other the 
hereditaments aforesaid, with their appurtenances, to the aforesaid Bailiffs, Burgesses 
and Commonalty, and their successors in perpetuity without molestation, impeach- 
ment, or grievance of the Bishop of London or of his successors or of any ordinary 
whatsoever be his name, condition or dignity, claiming or challenging any right of 
collation, institution or induction by reason of his office in the same Chantries, or 
either of them. So however, that the said Bailiffs, Burgesses and Commonalty 
should lay out and distribute according to their sound discretions a part of 
the aforesaid messuages, lands, tenements, pastures, meadows, and of the other 
premises for the erection of a certain free school in the same town, and the remainder 
to the common use of the aforesaid town for the better payment of the fee farm of 
the same town, and for the purpose of erecting that said free School in 
accordance with the statutes and ordinances of his beloved and faithful counsellor 
Sir Thomas Audley, Knight, Lord Awdeley of Waldon, then Chancellor of England, 
and of the same Bailiffs Burgesses and Commonalty, the aforesaid King by the 
same his letters patent gave and granted his special licence to the same Bailiffs, 
Burgesses and Commonalty as by the aforesaid letters patent (among other things) 
it is more fully clear and apparent. 

And whereas also after the grant of our aforesaid father, so as is 
aforesaid made, the aforesaid Chantry in the said Church of the Blessed Mary 
became vacant, and the aforesaid Bailiffs and Commonalty of the aforesaid town of 
Colchester, had had, held and enjoyed the aforesaid lands, tenements and heredita- 
ments, belonging and pertaining to the aforesaid Chantry, in the said Church of the 
Blessed Mary from the time of the vacancy of the same, and the aforesaid lands, 
tenements and hereditaments of the aforesaid Chantry of the Chapel of St. Helen 
from the time of the grant of the aforesaid letters patent, and had laid out part of 
the profits of the same to the annual value of £6 13s. 8d. for the maintenance and 
the support of the School Master in the same town for the instruction and teaching 
of the youth of the town aforesaid, but yet neither of the aforesaid Bailiffs and 
Commonalty nor their successors up to the present have laid out or distributed any 
portion of the aforesaid messuages, lands, tenements and the other premises for the 
erection of a free school in the same town according to the provisions and 
intentions expressed in the same letters patent, and as neither the aforesaid Thomas 
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Audley, Knight, Lord Awdeley of Waldon, nor the BailifEs and Commonalty named 
in the same letters patent have ordained or instituted any statutes or ordinances 
concerning the aforesaid free school, as it is plainly clear and apparent by an 
inquisition lately taken at Stratford Langthorne, in the said County of Essex now 
remaining in our Exchequer. 

And whereas also divers questions and ambiguities on the validity and the 
power of the aforesaid letters patent before this have arisen and been moved, not 
only concerning the said grant of the aforesaid messuages, lands, tenements, and all 
the other premises, so as is aforesaid granted, but also because the aforesaid grant 
was made to the Bailiffs, Burgesses and Commonalty of our aforesaid town, where 
in fact the aforesaid town exists incorporated and then did exist by the name of the 
Bailiffs and Commonalty of our town of Colchester only. 

And whereas also now the Bailiffs and Burgesses of our town aforesaid 
have surrendered the said letters patent of our aforesaid father to us in our chancery, 
to be cancelled. 

KNOW YE that we, bearing a special favour towards literature and desiring 
before everything the improvement of the state and the utility of our aforesaid town 
of Colchester, which is one of the most ancient towns and boroughs of our Kingdom 
of England, by our special grace, certain knowledge and mere motion, have given and 
granted and by these presents for us, our heirs and successors, do give and grant to 
the BaiHffs and Commonalty of our aforesaid town of Colchester, the aforesaid late 
several Chantries, and all the messuages, lands, tenements, meadows, feedings, 
pastures, woods, rents, reversions, services, and other hereditaments whatsoever lately 
belonging or appertaining to the said Chantries, or which existed as part, parcel, 
or member of the aforesaid Chantries, or were known, taken, or reputed as part, 
parcel, or member of the same in the said letters patent by our aforesaid father, as is 
aforesaid made, contained, or specified as fully, freely, and wholly, and in as ample 
manner, form, quaHty, and condition as all and singular those that came or ought to 
have come or ought to come, or any part [thereof came, or ought to have come, or 
ought to come to our hands, or to the hands of our said very dear father, Henry 
VIII., or of our brother, Edward VI., late Kings of England, or to the hands of 
our very dear sister Mary, late Queen of England, or to the hands of any 
of them, by reason or title aforesaid, or by pretext of any Act or Acts of 
Parliament, or any other law, manner, title, or right whatever, came or ought to have 
come, or ought to come, or any part thereof came, or ought to have come. And as 
fully, freely, and wholly and in as ample manner and form as any Gruardian, 
Chantry-priest, or Feoffee, or any Guardians, Chantry-priests, or Feoffees of the 
said Chantry of the Chapel of St. Helen, and of the said Chantry in the Church of 
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the Blessed Mary, within the said town of Colchester, or of any one of the same, or 
as any other or others heretofore having, possessing, or being seized thereof, have 
ever had, held, or enjoyed, or has had, held, or enjoyed, or ought to have had, held, 
or enjoyed the said Chantries, messuages, lands, tenements, meadows, feedings, 
pastures, and all and singular the rest of the premises above by these presents 
before granted or any part of them. We also give by these presents for the afore- 
said consideration, and of our certain knowledge and mere motion, for us our heirs 
and successors, we do grant to the aforesaid Bailiffs and Commonalty, all and every 
kind, the woods, underwoods, and whatsoever trees growing and being from and on 
the premises by these presents given and granted, with their appurtenances or 
whatever, or any parcel thereof, and all the land, foundation, and soil of the same 
woods, underwoods, and trees. To have, hold, and enjoy the aforesaid late 
Chantries, messuages, lands, tenements, meadows, feedings, pastures, woods, under- 
woods, rents, reversions, services, hereditaments, and all and singular the rest of the 
premises above by these presents given and granted, with all and singular their 
appurtenances to the aforesaid Bailiffs and Commonalty of our said town of 
Colchester, their successors and assigns for ever, to the sole need and use of the said 
BaJlifEs and Commonalty, their successors and assigns for ever, to hold all and 
singular the premises from us, our heirs and successors, as of our Manor of East 
Grenewiche, in our County of Kent, by fealty only in free and common socage, and 
not in capite, nor by military service, for all services, exactions, and demands what- 
soever thence to us, our heirs or successors, in any way, to be rendered, paid, or 
done. 

So, however, that the said Bailiffs and Commonalty according to their sound 
discretion in common, sliall lay out and distribute a part of the aforesaid messuages, 
lands, tenements, pastures, meadows, and of the rest of the premises, for the erection 
of a certain Free School in the same town, and the remainder for the common 
utility of the aforesaid town, for the better payment of the fee-farm of the same 
town. 

And in order that our aforesaid intention concerning the erection of the 
aforesaid Free School may have better effect, of our more ample grace we have 
given and granted, and for us our heirs and successors we do give and grant by these 
presents to the Bailiffs and Commonalty and their successors, our special permission 
to found and erect a Free Grammar School within our town aforesaid, and to assign, 
limit, and convey a part of the messuages, lands, tenements, and hereditaments 
aforesaid, being of the clear annual value of twenty marks or more, for the main- 
tenance of the same school in perpetuity as it shall seem the better expedient to 
them. We also grant that the said Bailiffs and Commonalty of our said town of 
Colchester and their successors may and can for ever elect, name and appoint from 
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time to time the pedagogue or Schoolmaster of the aforesaid school. And moreovei*, 
for the better government and ordering of the aforesaid school we will and grant 
that the Bishop of London, and the Dean of the Cathedral Church of St. Paul's, Lon- 
don, and their successors for the time being, shall from time to time make, and may 
and can make, suitable and healthy statutes and ordinances in writing concerning and 
touching the ordering, government, and direction of both the schoolmaster and the 
scholars of the school aforesaid ; which indeed statutes and ordinances, to be made 
from time to time by the aforesaid Bishop and Dean or their successors, we will and 
command by these presents to be firmly observed, kept and fulfilled by the school- 
master, and by the scholars of the aforesaid school, in every particular. Willing 
moreover that the said school, and the master and scholars of the same in future and 
for ever be and shall exist under the visitation and correction of the Bishop of 
London and his successors for the time being, and that the aforesaid Bishop and 
his successors from time to time henceforth may and can visit and supervise as well 
the aforesaid school, and the master and scholars of the same school, as well as all 
and singular the messuages, lands, tenements, and hereditaments which shall happen 
to be conveyed, assigned, or limited by the aforesaid BaiHfEs and Commonalty to 
and for the maintenance of the same school, so as before recited. And moreover 
from time to time they shall cause and shall make the issues, revenues, and profits of 
the same messuages, lands, and tenements to be laid out, converted, and expended to 
and for the maintenance and support of the said school and schoolmaster of the 
same, for the time being, according to the tenor, efEect, and true intention of these 
our letters patent. And furthermore, we of our more ample grace have given and 
have granted, and by these presents for ourselves and heirs and our successors do give 
and grant, to the aforesaid Bailiffs and Commonalty of our town of Colchester 
aforesaid, and to their successors, all the issues, rents, revenues, and profits of all and 
singular the premises with all their appurtenances, from the time when the same 
premises, or any parcel thereof, came or ought to have come into the hands of our 
said father, brother, or sister, or into our own hands, hitherto issuing, growing, 
renewing, or emerging therefrom, to have, to hold and to enjoy the same, to the same 
Bailiffs and Commonalty and their successors, of our gift without any account or 
anything else in any way whatever having to be rendered, paid, or made to us, our 
heirs or our successors. And also further we will and by these presents for us and 
our successors do grant to the aforesaid Bailiffs and Commonalty, that the said 
Bailiffs and Commonalty shall have these our letters patent concerning the premises 
under our great seal to be sealed free of our hanaper, without fine or fee, great or 
small, for our use there or elsewhere to be paid, rendered, or made. And that these 
our letters patent and the enrolment of the same shall be firm, valid, good, sufficient 
and effectual in law towards us, our heirs and successors, as well in all our Courts as 
as elsewhere within our Kingdom of England without any confirmations, licenses, 
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or tolerations from us, our heirs or successors hereafter, by the aforesaid BailifPs and 
Commonalty their successors and assigns to be procured or obtained, notwithstanding 
mistakes in names or recitals, or the omissions of names and recitals omitted in the 
aforesaid messuages, lands, tenements and other the premises or any parcel thereof, 
or notwithstanding insufficient investigation or want of investigation of the premises 
by which our title ought to have been found before the making of these our letters 
patent, and notwithstanding any defect in the correctness or reckoning or declaration 
of the true annual value of the premises, or of any parcel thereof, or of the annual 
rents reserved from and upon the premises, or in any parcel thereof expressed and con- 
tained in these our letters patent, or notwithstanding any other defects in the proper 
naming or not naming of any town, hamlet, parish, or county in which the premises 
or any parcel of them exist or exists, or in omitting to name the premises or any 
parcel thereof in nature, kind, species, or quality, although express mention con- 
cerning the true annual value, or concerning the correctness of the premises, or any 
of them, or concerning other gifts or grants by us or by any of our progenitors to the 
aforesaid Bailiffs and Commonalty heretofore made does not exist in these presents, or 
any statute, act, ordinance, provision, or restriction thence to the contrary made, 
issued, ordered, or provided, or any other act, cause, or matter whatever in any way 
notwithstanding. 

In witness whereof we have caused these our letters to be made patent. 

Witness myself at Westminster, the sixth day of July, in the twenty-sixth 
year of our reign. 

By writ of privy seal, and of the date of the aforesaid authority of 
Parliament. 

(Signed) Gteeeaed. 

(Patent KoU, 26 Elizabeth, part 4, m.4. 30). 



[NoTB. — The foregoing Charter was collated with, the original Charter by Mr. Isaac H. Jeayks, of 
the British Museum.] 
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Borough of ^^ Colchester* 



Cbarter of 3 James I. 

16th JULY, 1605. 

3^^e6, Iby the grace of Grod of England, Scotland, France, and 
Ireland, King, Defender of the Faith, &c., to all to whom the present letters shall 
come, greeting. 

We have inspected the Letters Patent of the Lady Elizabeth, late Queen of 
England, our dearest sister, of confirmation made in these words : — 

ELIZABETH l»y the grace of God, of England, France, and Ire- 
land, Queen, Defender of the Faith, &c., to all to whom the present letters 
shall come, greeting. 

We have inspected the Letters Patent of the Lady Mary, late Queen 
of England, our dearest sister, of confirmation made in these words : — 

MARY, by the Grra'-e of Grod, of England, France, and Ire- 
land, Queen, Defender of the Faith and on earth supreme head of the 
English and Irish Church, to all to whom the present letters shall come, 
greeting. 

Wo have inspected the Letters Patent of Confirmation of the 
Lord Edward late King of England the Sixth, our most beloved 
brother, made in these words : 

EDWARD THE SIXTH, by the grace of God of Eng- 
land, France and Ireland, King, Defender of the Faith, and 
on earth supreme head of the Church of England and Ireland, 
to all to whom ihe present letters shall come, greeting. 

We have inspected the Letters Patent of confirmation of 
the Lord Henry, late King. of England the Eighth, made in these 
words : — 
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HENRY, by the grace of God, King of England and 
France, and Lord of Ireland, to all to whom the present 
letters shall come, greeting. 

We have inspected the Letters Patent of confirmation of 
our most beloved father, the lord Henry, late King of Eng- 
land the Seventh, made in these words : — 

HENRY, by the grace of God, King of England and 
France, and Lord of Ireland, to all to whom these present 
letters shall come, greeting. 

We have inspected a certain Charter of the Lord 
Edward, late King of England the Fourth, made in these 
words : — 

[Here follows verbatim the Charter of 1 Edward IV., as printed ou 
pages 40 to 54 of this volume]. 

We therefore, holding established and agreeable the 
Charters and Letters aforesaid, and all and singular matters 
in the same contained, do for us and our heirs, as much 
as in us doth lie, accept and approve them, and do ratify 
and do confirm them, to our beloved the now Bailiffs and 
Commonalty of the vill aforesaid, and to their successors, 
as the Charters and Letters aforesaid in themselves do 
reasonably witness. 

In witness whereof these our letters we have caused 
to be made patent. 

Witness myself at Westminster the twenty-eighth day 
of November, in the tliird year of our reign. 

WE therefore, holding established and agreeable the 
letters aforesaid, and all and singular matters in the same 
contained, do for us and our heirs, as much as in us doth 
lie, accept and approve them, and do ratify and confirm 
them to our beloved the now Bailiffs and Commonalty of 
the vill aforesaid, and to their successors, as the Charters 
and Letters aforesaid in themselves do reasonably witness. 

In witness whereof these our letters we have caused 
to be made patent. 
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Witness myself at Westminster the eleventh day of 
May, in the second year of our reign. 

WE therefore, holding established and agreeable the Charters 
and Letters aforesaid and all and singular the matters in the same 
contained do for us and our heirs as much as in us doth lie, accept 
and approve them, and do ratify and coniirm them to our beloved 
the now BailifPs and Commonalty of the vill aforesaid and to 
their successors as the Charters and Letters aforesaid in themselves 
do reasonably witness. 

In witness whereof these our Letters we have caused to be 
made patent. 

Witness myself at Westminster the twentieth day of May 
in the first year of the reign. 

We therefore, holding established and agreeable the charters 
and letters aforesaid, and all and singular matters in the same contaiued, 
do for us and our heirs, as much as in us doth lie accept and approve 
them, and do ratify and confirm them to our beloved the now BaiHfEs 
and Commonalty of the vill aforesaid and to their successors, as the 
charters and letters aforesaid do reasonably witness. 

In witness whereof these our letters we have caused to be made 
patent. 

Witness myself at Westminster the twelfth day of December in 
the first year of our reign. 

We therefore, holding established and agreeable the charters and 
letters aforesaid, and all and singular matters in the same contained, do for 
us and our heirs, as much as in us doth lie, accept and approve them, and do 
ratify and confirm them to our beloved the now Bailiffs and Commonalty 
of the vill aforesaid, and to theirsuccessors, as the charters and letters afore- 
said do reasonably witness. 

In witness whereof these our letters we have made patent. 

Witness myself at Westminster the twentieth day of February in the 
first year of our reign. 

We have inspected also a certain Charter of the Lord Henry, of famous 
memory, late King of England the Sixth, our ancestor, made in these words ; — 

[Here follows Terbatim the Charter of 25 Henry VI., printed on pages 36 to 39 of this volume]. 
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We therefore, holding established and agreeable the Charters and Letters 
aforesaid, and all and singular matters in the same contained, for us, our heirs and 
successors, as much as in us doth lie, accept and approve them, and by the tenor of 
these presents do ratify and confirm to our beloved the now bailiffs and Commonalty 
of the vill aforesaid, and to their successors, as the Charters and Letters aforesaid in 
themselves do reasonably witness. 

In witness whereof these our letters we have caused to be made patent. 

Witness the King at Westminster the sixteenth day of July, in the year of 
our reign of England, France and Ireland, the third, and of Scotland, the thirty- 
eighth. 

[For twenty pounds paid into the hanaper]. 

(Confirmation Roll, 3 James I, part 3, No. 2). 



[Note. — The foregoing Charter was collated by Mr. Isaac H. Jbates, of the British Museum, 
with the Charter aa recited in the original Charter of 5 Charles I, 18th June, 1629]. 
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BotouGb of ^m Colcbeeter, 



Charter of 5 Cbarles I. 

18th JUNE, 1629. 

CbatlCS, by the grace of God, King of England, Scotland, France, and 
Ireland, Defender of the Faith, etc., to all to whom the present letters shall come, 
greeting. 

We have inspected the Letters Patent of the lord James [* * * a few 
words defaced], late King of England, our dearest father, of confirmation, made in 
these words : — 

[Here follows verbatim the Letters Patent of 3 James I., printed on pages 76 and 79 of this 
volume]. 

We have inspected also a certain Charter of the lord Henry, formerly King 
of England the Sixth, our ancestor, made in these words : — 

[Here follows verbatim the Charter of 25 Henry VI., printed on pages 36 to 39 of this volume], 

We therefore, holding established and agreeable the Charters and letters 
aforesaid, and all and singular matter in the same contained, do for us our heirs and 
successors, as much as in us doth lie, accept and approve them, and by the tenor of 
these presents do ratify and confirm to our beloved the now bailiffs and commonalty 
of the vill aforesaid and to their successors, as the Charters and letters aforesaid 
in themselves do reasonably witness. 

In witness whereof these our letters we have caused to be made patent. 

Witness myself at Westminster the eighteenth day of June in the fifth year 
of our reign, 

(Patent Roll, 5 Charles 1, p. 36. No. 76). 



[Note. — The foregoing Charter was collated with the original Charter, by Mr. Isaac H. Jeates, 
of the British Museum]. 
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Borough of Vs&j dolcbester. 



Cbarter of II Charles I. 

9th July, 1635. 

(Tb^tlCSt ^y *^^ gJ'ace of God, King of England, Scotland, France 
and Ireland, Defender of the Faith, &c. 

Whereas the Borough of Colchester, in our County of Essex, is one 
of the most ancient boroughs of our Kingdom of England, and doth stand 
situated near to the sea coasts in resistance of our enemies wishing to invade 
the same kingdom. 

And whereas the same borough is broad and populous, containing in 
itself four wards, and is inhabited principally by burgesses industriously 
exercising the manufacture of cloth and marchandise. 

And whereas the burgesses of the same borough, as well by reason 
of divers Charters and Letters Patent by divers of our progenitors and 
ancestors, late Kings and Queens of England^ to them and to their pre- 
decessors before this made and granted, as of prescriptions and customs from 
time to the contrary whereof the memory of man runneth not, in the same 
borough used, have used and enjoyed divers liberties, franchises, privileges, 
immunities, and quittances 

And whereas also the Lord Richard the First, late King of England, 
by his Letters Patent, sealed with his Great Seal of England, bearing date 
the sixth day of December, in the first year of his reign, did grant to the 
Burgesses of the borough aforesaid that they should appoint, from amongst 
themselves, whomsoever bailiffs they would. 

And the Lord Edward the Fourth, late King of England, by his 
Letters Patent, sealed with his Great Seal of England, bearing date at 
Westminster, in our County of Middlesex^ the first day of March, in the 
first year of his reign did grant to the Bailiffs and Burgesses of the same 
borough that they and their successors, Burgesses of that borough, should 
from that time thenceforth for ever, of two Bailiffs and one Commonalty, be 
one body perpetual, and one Commonalty perpetual in deed and in name, 
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and should have perpetual succession ; and that the same Bailiffs and Com- 
monalty and their successors should be called for ever the Bailiffs and Com- 
monalty of the Borough of Colchester, as by the same Letters Patent (among 
other things) is more fully clear and doth appear. 

And whereas moreover the Bailiffs and Burgesses of the borough 
aforesaid, before the incorporation aforesaid, and the Bailiffs and Commonalty 
of the same borough, after that incorporation made in form aforesaid, 
have shown themselves grateful to our progenitors and ancestors, late Kings 
and Queens of England, in very many laudable services, also the same 
Bailiffs and Commonalty have lately willingly and out of zeal offered th6ir 
fealty in our affairs. 

We therefore, considering the premises, and seriously regarding the 
good of the borough aforesaid, and of our people there dwelling, and willing 
and providing by our greatest study and care that the same our people 
dwelling in that borough, as is aforesaid, should be maintained in trades and 
such methods of living, and cheerfully to mind that the same be encouraged 
by our munificence and favour, and that there should be continually had in 
the borough aforesaid one certain and undoubted method for preserving our 
peace within the same borough, and for well governing and regularly dis- 
posing our people dwelling there, and others resorting thither, by which the 
same our peace shall in future times be the better preserved inviolate, and 
that all other acts of justice and of good government within the borough 
aforesaid be rightly administered and ej^ecuted, and that that borough should 
be and henceforth for ever remain a borough and vill of peace and quietness, 
to the terror of evil doers, the punishment of delinquents, and the reward 
of the good, hoping that if the Burgesses of the borough aforesaid and their 
successors should be able to enjoy from our grant fuller liberties and 
privileges, then they should feel themselves the more strongly obliged to 
perform the services which they could to us, our heirs and successors, as 
well from affection as from obedience, of our special grace, and of our 
certain knowledge and mere motion have willed and declared, and by these 
presents, for us our heirs and successors, do will and declare that the 
borough aforesaid be henceforth and for ever remain a free borough of itself, 
bounded by all its ancient and former limits and bounds. 

And that the men and Free Burgesses* of the borough aforesaid, and 
the Bailiffs and Commonalty of the same, and their successors may and shall 
be in future times one body corporate and politic in deed, fact, and name, 
by the name of the Mayor and Commonalty of the borough of Colchester 
in the County of Essex. 

[♦The words " liheri burgemts " have beea partly erased. I.H.J. ] 
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And we do, for us our heirs and successors, make, create and declare 
them by these presents, by the name of the Mayor and Commonalty of the 
borough of Colchester in the County of Essex, one body corporate and 
politic in deed, fact and name, really and fully. 

And that by the same name they may have perpetual succession. 

And that they by the name of the Mayor and Commonalty of the 
Borough of Colchester in the County of Essex, may and shall be henceforth for 
ever persons able and in law capable to have, take, acquire, and possess manors, 
lands, tenements, rents, liberties, privileges, jurisdictions, franchises and heredita- 
ments of whatsoever kind, nature, name, or species they may be, to themselves and 
to their successors, in fee and perpetuity, or for any terms whatsoever, and also 
goods and chattels, and whatsoever other things of whatsoever kind, nature, or 
species they may be; also to give, grant, demise, assign and dispose of manors, 
lands, tenements, hereditaments, goods and chattels; and to do and execute, by 
the name aforesaid, all and singular other deeds and matters concerning the 
borough aforesaid. 

And that, by the same name of the Mayor and Commonalty of the 
borough of Colchester in the county of Essex, they may and can plead and 
be impleaded, answer and be answered, defend and be defended, in all and 
singular actions, pleas, suits, plaints, causes, matters and demands real, personal or 
mixed whatsoever, and of what kind soever in whatsoever courts, and before 
whatsoever judges or justices or other officers and ministers of us our heirs 
and successors moved or to be moved, in the same manner and form as any 
others our lieges of our kingdom of England persons able and in law capable, 
or any other body corporate and poHtic within our kingdom of England might 
and could have, take, acquire, possess, give, grant, demise, assign, or dispose of, or 
plead and be impleaded, answer and be answered, defend and be defended, do 
or execute. 

And that the Mayor and Commonalty of the borough aforesaid and 
their smccessors may for ever have a common seal to serve for their causes 
and matters in any way concerning the borough aforesaid. 

And that it may and shall be rightfully lawful for the same Mayor 
and Commonalty and their successors at their pleasure from time to time to 
break, change, and made anew that seal, as to them it shall seem expedient. 

And further we will, and by these presents, for us, our heirs and 
successors, do declare, that henceforth for ever there may and shall be within 
the Borough aforesaid, of the free Burgesses of that Borough in the form in 
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these presents Ibelow mentioned, nominated and elected, that is to say, one 
who shall be called the Mayor, nine others who shall be called Aldermen, 
sixteen others who shall be called Assistants, and sixteen others, that is to say, 
four out of each of the aforesaid wards, who shall be called the Common 
Council of the same Borough. 

Which indeed Mayor shall in like manner be an Alderman of the 
Borough aforesaid. 

And which indeed nine Aldermen, sixteen Assistants, and sixteen of 
the Common Council of the Borough aforesaid shall be, from time to time, 
advising and assisting the Mayor of the same borough for the time being in 
all causes, matters and businesses touching, or in any manner concerning, that 
borough. 

And further we will, and by these presents, for us our heirs and 
successors do grant to the aforesaid Mayor and Commonalty of the same 
borough and their successors, that henceforth yearly for ever that is to say, 
on the Monday that shall first happen after the Feast of the Decollation of 
St. John the Baptist, it may and shall be lawful, as well for the Free Bur- 
gesses of the Commonalty of the borough aforesaid for the time being, or the 
greater part of the same (except as below is excepted) to nominate two of 
the Aldermen of the same borough for the time being, as for the Mayor of 
the borough aforesaid for the time being, and the rest of the same Aldermen 
or the greater part of them, after that nomination made, to elect one, from 
the same Aldermen so nominated, as Mayor of the borough aforesaid. And 
that he who shall be so elected as Mayor of the borough aforesaid, after 
that election made, and before he is admitted to execute the office of Mayor, 
that is to say, on the Feast day of St. Michael the Archangel next following 
after such election, shall take his corporal oath, before the last Mayor of the 
borough aforesaid for the time being the predecessor of that Mayor elect, the 
rest of the Aldermen, the Assistants and Common Council of that borough for 
the time being, or as many of tliem as then shall wish to be present, of 
whom we will that the said last Mayor, if he be surviving and shall wish to 
be present, shall be one, to execute his office of Mayor of the borough afore- 
said rightly and faithfully in all things touching that office. 

And after that oath so taken that he may and can execute the 
office of Mayor of the borough aforesaid for one entire year then next 
following, and from thence until another shall be duly elected, preferred and 
sworn to that office. 



And so from year to year each year for ever. 
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And as often as anyone elected as Mayor of the borough aforesaid 
shall die, or shall refuse to undertake the office of Mayor of the same borough 
before he shall have taken such oath, we will that a similar nomination and 
a similar election be held, and that he who is newly elected, shall, having 
taken the oath as before, execute the office of Mayor of the same borough 
in form aforesaid. 

And if it shaU happen that the Mayor of the borough aforesaid for 
the time being should at any time within one year after he shall have been 
so as aforesaid elected, preferred and sworn to the office of Mayor of that 
borough, die, we will and by these presents for us, our heirs and successors, 
do grant to the aforesaid Mayor and Commonalty of the borough aforesaid, 
and to their successors, that after the death of such Mayor, that is to say, 
at a time suitable, fitting, and not protracted by unnecessary suspensions, it 
may and shall be rightly lawful, as well for the Free Burgesses of the 
Commonalty of the borough aforesaid for the time being (except as below 
excepted), or the greater part of the same, to nominate two of the Aldermen 
of the borough aforesaid, surviving the said Mayor in form aforesaid, as for 
the rest of the same Aldermen, or the greater part of them after that 
nomination made, one of the same Aldermen so nominated as Mayor of that 
borough in the place and office of such Mayor so dead, to elect, prefer, 
and swear. 

And that he so elected, preferred and sworn as Mayor of the 
borough aforesaid may have and exercise that office during the remainder of 
the same year, and thenceforth until another one shall be duly elected, 
preferred, and sworn to that office in form aforesaid. 

And in the meantime the Alderman who shall be first in order 
after the Mayor aforesaid so dead (the mayoralty being vacant) may officiate 
as Mayor within the borough aforesaid. 

And this from time to time, as often as the case shall so happen, 
for ever. 

And further we will, and by these presents do declare, that each of 
the Aldermen aforesaid in the form in these presents below to be elected, 
after he is elected an Alderman of the borough aforesaid, and before he is 
admitted to exercise the office of Alderman of the same borough within that 
borough, shall take his corporal oath before the Mayor, the rest of the 
Aldermen, the Assistants, and the Common Council of the borough aforesaid 
for the time being, or as many of them as shall wish to be present, of 
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wliom we will the Mayor oi the borougli aforesaid for the time being to be 
one, rightly and faithfully to execute the office of Alderman of the same 
borough in all things touching or concerning that office. 

And after such oath so taken we will, and by these presents for 
us, our heirs and successors, do grant to the aforesaid Mayor and Com- 
monalty of the borough aforesaid, and to their successors, that the same so 
sworn should exercise and use the office of Alderman of the same borough 
during his natural life, unless in the meantime he shall be removed from 
that office in the form and from the cause below mentioned. 

And if it shall happen that any one of the aforesaid Aldermen of 
the borough aforesaid either by these presents below constituted, or by virtue 
of these presents henceforth to be elected, should die or be removed from his 
office of Alderman of the same borough, that after the death or removal of 
such Alderman, that is to say, at a time suitable, fitting, and not protracted 
by unnecessary suspensions, it may and shall be rightly lawful, as well for 
the Free Burgesses of the Commonalty of the borough aforesaid for the time 
being (except as below excepted) or the greater part of the same, two of 
the Assistants of the same borough for the time being (provided neither of 
them should exercise the trade of an alehouse-keeper or brewer), to nominate, 
as for the Mayor, the rest of the Aldermen then surviving, the rest of the 
Assistants not nominated, and the Common Council of the borough aforesaid 
for the time being, or the greater part of the same, after that nomination 
made, one of the same Assistants so nominated, to elect and prefer as 
Alderman of that borough, in the place and office of such Alderman so dead 
or removed, to supply the aforesaid number of Aldermen of the borough 
aforesaid. 

And this from time to time, as often as the case should so happen, 
for ever. 

"We will also, and by these presents * [declare], that each of the Assistants 
aforesaid in the form in these presents, below to be elected, after he is elected 
an Assistant of the borough aforesaid, and before he is admitted to exercise the 
office of Assistant of the same borough within that borough, shall take his 
corporal oath before the Mayor, Aldermen, the rest of the Assistants and the 
Common Council of the borough aforesaid for the time being, or as many 
of them as shall wish to be present, of whom we will the Mayor of the 
borough aforesaid for the time being to be one, rightly and faithfully to 
execute the office of Assistant of the same borough in all things touching or 
*[A word erased ia the original Oharter — probably declaraTmta}. 
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concerning that office. And after such oath so taken, we will and by these 
presents for us, our heirs and successors, do grant to the aforesaid Mayor and 
Commonalty of the borough aforesaid, and to their successors, that the same 
so sworn shall exercise and use the office of Assistant of the same borough 
during his natural life, unless in the meantime he is elected and preferred 
as one of the Aldermen of the borough aforesaid, or in the form, and from 
the cause below mentioned, shall be removed from that office. And if it 
shall happen that any one of the aforesaid Assistants of the borough aforesaid, 
either by these presents below constituted, or by force of these presents 
henceforth to be elected, shall die, or be removed from his office of Assistant 
of the same borough, that after the death or removal of such Assistant, that 
is to say, at a time suitable, fitting, and not protracted by unnecessary 
suspensions, it may and shall be rightfully lawful for the Free Burgesses of 
the Commonalty of the borough aforesaid for the time being (except as 
below excepted), or the greater part of the same, to elect and prefer one of 
the aforesaid sixteen of the Common Council of the borough aforesaid for 
the time being as Assistant of that borough in the place and office of such 
Assistant so dead or removed, to supply the aforesaid number of Assistants of 
the borough aforesaid. 

And this from time to time, as often as the case shall so happen, 
for ever. 

We will moreover, and by these presents do declare, that each one of 
the Common Council of the borough aforesaid, in the form in these presents 
below to be elected, after he is elected, one of the Common Council of that 
borough, and before he is admitted to exercise the office of one of the 
Common Council of the same borough within that borough, shall take his. 
corporal oath before the Mayor, Aldermen, Assistants, and the rest of the 
Common Council of the borough aforesaid for the time being, or as many of 
them as shall wish to be present, of whom we will the Mayor of the said 
borough to be one, rightly and faithfully to execute the office of one of the 
Common Council of the same borough in all things touching or concerning 
that office. And after such oath so taken, we will and by these presents 
for us, our heirs and successors, do grant to the aforesaid Mayor and Com- 
monalty of the borough aforesaid, and to their successors, that the same so 
sworn shall exercise and use the office of one of the Common Council of 
the same borough during his natural life, unless in the meantime he is 
elected and preferred to be one of the Assistants of the borough aforesaid, 
or be amoved from that office, in the form and from the cause below 
mentioned. And if it shall happen that any one of the Common Council 
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of the borough aforesaid, either by these presents below constituted, or by- 
force of these presents in future to be elected, shall die, or be removed from 
his office of Common Council of the same borough, that after the death or 
removal of such of the Common Council, that is to say, at a time fitting, 
suitable, and not protracted by unnecessary suspensions, it may and shall be 
rightfully lawful as well for the Burgesses of the Commonalty of the borough 
aforfesaid for the time being (except as below excepted), or the greater part 
of the same, to nominate two fitting men of the more honest and discreet 
of the Free Burgesses of the Commonalty of the same borough, as for the 
Mayor, Aldermen, Assistants and the rest of the Common Council of the 
borough aforesaid for the time being, or the greater part of them, after that 
nomination made, to elect and prefer one of the same two men so nominated 
as one of the Common Council of that borough in the place of such of the 
Common Council of the said borough so dead or removed, to supply the 
aforesaid number of sixteen of the Common Council of the same borough. 

And this in like manner, from time to time, as often as the case 
shall so happen for ever. 

We will moreover, and by these presents, for us our heirs and successors, 
do grant to the aforesaid Mayor and Commonalty of the borough aforesaid, 
and to their successors, that if any one who in future shall be elected to the 
office of Mayor, Alderman, Assistant, or Common Council, or to any other 
office within the borough aforesaid, in due manner being a member of the 
body of the borough aforesaid, so as is aforesaid corporate, and participating 
in the liberty of the same, and having notice of such his election, 
shall refuse to exercise the same office to which he shall be so elected, that 
then, and so often, it may and shall be rightfully lawful for the Mayor, 
Aldermen, Assistants, and Common Council of the borough aforesaid for 
the time being, or the greater part of them, to impose a reasonable fine or 
or amercement upon each one so refusing for such his refusal, and if any 
one so refusing shall decline to pay the fine or amercement upon him so 
imposed, then and so often, each one so declining, to commit to any our 
prison within the borough aforesaid, and there to detain in prison until he 
pay, or cause to be paid, that fine or amercement. 

And further we will, and by these presents do ordain, that hence- 
forth for ever there may and shall be in the borough aforesaid a High 
Steward to advise and direct the Mayor and Commonalty of the same 
borough in the chief business touching that borough. ^^"hich High Steward 
indeed shall continue in the office of High Steward of the borough aforesaid 
during his natural life, unless in the meantime he should resign that office 
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of his own free will. And if it shall happen that any High Steward of the 
borough aforesaid, either by these presents below constituted or by force of 
these presents in future to be elected, shall die or resign the office of High 
Steward of the same borough, we will, and by these presents for us, our 
heirs and successors, do grant to the aforesaid Mayor and Commonalty of the 
borough aforesaid, and to their successors, that after the death or resignation 
of such High Steward, that is to say at a time fitting, suitable, and not 
protracted by unnecessary suspensions, it may and shall be rightfully lawful for 
the Mayor, Aldermen, Assistants, Common Council and Free Burgesses of the 
Commonalty of the borough aforesaid for the time being (except before 
excepted), or the greater part of the same, to choose and prefer one other 
as High Steward of the borough aforesaid, in the place of such High 
Steward so dead or resigning. 

And this from time to time, as often as the case shall so happen, 
for ever. 

And further we will, and by these presents for us, our heirs and 
successors, do grant to the aforesaid Mayor and Commonalty of the borough 
aforesaid and to their successors, that henceforth for ever they may and shall 
have in the borough aforesaid a man of probity, and skilled in the law, and fitting, 
in the form in these presents below specified to be elected, who shall be 
called the Recorder of the borough aforesaid, to advise and direct the Mayor 
and Commonalty of the same borough in whatsoever businesses touching that 
borough, and to do and execute, by himself or by his sufficient deputy, all 
other things which do pertain to the office of Recorder within that borough. 
And that the same Recorder so to be elected, after he is elected as Recorder 
of the borough aforesaid, and before he is admitted to exercise the office of 
Recorder within that borough, shall take his coi-poral oath before the Mayor, 
Aldermen, Assistants, and Common Council of the borough aforesaid for the 
time being, or as many of them as shall wish to be present (of whom we will 
the Mayor of that borough for the time being to be one) rightly and faithfully 
to execute the office of Recorder of the same borough in all things touching or 
concerning that office. And that after such oath so taken, he shall exercise and 
use the office of Recorder of that borough by himself or by his sufficient deputy 
within the same borough, during his natural life, unless in the meantime of his 
own free will he shall resign the same office, or be removed from that office in 
the form and from the cause below mentioned. 

And if it shall happen that any Recorder of the borough aforesaid, 
either by these presents below constituted, or by force of these presents in 
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future to be elected, shall die, or resign the office of Recorder of the borough 
aforesaid, or be removed horn that office, we will, and by these presents, for 
us our heirs and successors, do further grant to the aforesaid Mayor and 
Commonalty of the borough aforesaid, and to their successors, that after the 
death, resignation, or removal of such Becorder, that is to say, at a time 
fitting, suitable, and not protracted by unnecessary suspensions, it may and shall 
be rightfully lawful for the Mayor, Aldermen, Assistants, and Common Council 
of the borough aforesaid for the time being, and the other Burgesses of the 
borough aforesaid (except below excepted), or the greater part of the same, to 
elect and prefer one other man of probity, skilled in the law, and fitting, as 
Recorder of that borough in the place of such Recorder so dead, resigning, or 
removed. 

And this from time to time, as often as the case shall so happen, 
for ever. ' 

And further we will, and by these presents for us our heirs and suc- 
cessors, do ordain that henceforth for ever thfjre may and shall be within the 
borough aforesaid, a man of probity and honest, who shall be called the 
Common Clerk of the same borough, to be nominated by the Recorder of the 
borough aforesaid for the time being, which indeed Common Clerk of the 
borough aforesaid, by himself or his sufficient deputy, shall write and make all and 
singular recognizances before the Mayor of the borough aforesaid, or any other 
Justice assigned to keep the peace within the same borough for the time being 
to be taken and acknowledged, and the same so taken and acknowledged shall 
transcribe and enter on parchment, and whatsoever laws, ordinances, constitutions, 
and provisions by the Mayor, Aldermen, Assistants, and Common Council of the 
same borough for the time being, or the greater part of the same, in their 
assemblies within the same borough for the good rule and government of that 
borough henceforth to be granted, ordained, or done; also all processes and 
acts of court at the sessions of peace to be held for the borough aforesaid 
within that borough. And also all actions, plaints, pleas, processes and acts of 
court in whatsoever other courts within the borough aforesaid to be held, shall 
make, write, register, and enrol. And shall write and make all writings, deeds, 
charters, and muniments concerning the Mayor and Commonalty of the borough 
aforesaid, and their successors in right of the aforesaid body politic so as 
aforesaid corporate and shall well and faithfully do and execute all other 
things which do pertain to the office of Common Clerk of the borough afore- 
said to be done. And that the same Common Clerk of the borough aforesaid, 
after he is nominated Common Clerk of the borough aforesaid, and before he 
is admitted to exercise the office of Common (Jlerk of the same borough within 
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that borough, shall take his corporal oath before the Mayor, Aldermen, 
Assistants, and Common Council of the borough aforesaid for the time being, or 
as many of them as shall wish to be present, of whom we will the Mayor of 
that borough for the time being to be one, rightly and faithfully to execute 
the office of Common Clerk of the same borough in aU things touching or 
concerning that office. And that after such oath so taken he may exercise and 
use the office of Common Clerk of the borough aforesaid, by himself or his 
sufficient deputy. And shall perceive and have all and singular fees, rewards 
and profits to the same office belonging during the pleasure of the Recorder 
of the borough aforesaid for the time being. 

And because the dignity of that place is wholly lost, when whatever 
conduces to decorum is not observed, therefore we will, and by these presents 
do ordain that the Mayor of the borough aforesaid for the time being, vested 
in the Mayor's robe, and the Aldermen, Assistants, and Common Council of the 
same Borough for the time being, dressed in the robes designating their offices 
respectively, shall on Sundays, feast days and solemn days repair to Church 
from the mansion house of that Mayor within the same borough to hear 
divine service celebrated in the same church, and that the Serjeants at mace 
of the borough aforesaid for the time being, together with the other officers 
of the same borough be attending on the same Mayor, each Serjeant at mace 
bearing in presence of the same Mayor a silver or gilt mace, carved and 
ornamented with the device of our arms. 

And further we will, and by these presents for us, our heirs and 
successors, do grant to the aforesaid Mayor and Commonalty of the borough 
aforesaid and to their successors that henceforth for ever it may and shall be 
lawful for the Mayor, Aldermen, Assistants and Common Council of the 
Borough aforesaid for the time being, and the rest of the Burgesses of the 
Borough aforesaid (except below excepted) or the greater part of them, as 
often as the matter shall require it some one or any one of the Aldermen, Assis- 
tants and Common Council, and any Recorder of the same Borough above by 
these presents constituted, or by force of these presents in future in the form 
in these presents above specified to be elected, for ill-behaving himself in his 
office of Alderman, Assistant, Common Council [or] Recorder of the Borough 
aforesaid, or for other just and reasonable cause, to remove from the same 
his office. 

We will also, and by these presents do ordain, that in any election 
of officer or minister within the Borough aforesaid henceforth to be made in 
which the Mayor of the same Borough for the time being shall have a vote, 
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and the voters in their votes are equally divided, then the Mayor shall in 
that case have a double vote, and in nominations and elections whatsoever 
within the Borough aforesaid henceforth to be made, in which the Free 
Burgesses of the Commonalty of the same Borough have votes; so that faction 
and division among the voters, as far as can be done, may be removed, and 
lest an unworthy or unfitting person be preferred as an officer or minister 
within the Borough aforesaid by favour, without merit, we will further^ 
and by these presents > do declare, that no Free Burgess of the Borough 
aforesaid who at tlie time of such nomination or election made, should 
use the trade of baker, alehousekeeper, brewer, [or] butcher, or hold and 
keep a common inn, tavern or alehouse, or serve as chamberlain, drawer in 
a conmion inn, tavern or alehouse, or in any other manner, or shall serve 
another in any trade for wages, or be not a householder* within the Borough 
aforesaid, and not pay scot and lot there, or be lawfully convicted of felony, 
adultery, fornication, drunkenness or profanation of the most Holy Name of Grod 
by frequent oaths, or of other crime whereof by the laws and statutes of this 
om- kingdom of England there is constituted a punishment for the guilty, 
or doth live by alms, shall henceforth have a vote in any such nomination 
or election in any way. 

And for the better governance of the borough aforesaid we have now 
nominated, created, constituted, and made, and by these presents for us, our heirs 
and successors, do nominate, create, constitute and make our beloved Daniel Cole 
the elder, now being a BailifE and Free Burgess of the Borough aforesaid, to 
become and be the first and new Mayor, and our beloved John Marshall, 
Sigismund SeweU, Henry Barrington, Thomas Wade, John Langley, Robert 
Buxton, Thomas Reynold, Ralph Harrison, and John Furley, now being Free 
Burgesses of the Borough aforesaid the first and new nine other Aldermenj 
our beloved John Eldred, Robert Talcott, Lawrence Browne, Robert Legg, 
William King, Samuel Seamer, John Coxe, Tliomas Laurence the elder, John 
Shawe, Nicholas Baker, John Waylett, Stephen Thurston, William Bm-chall, 
George Harrison, Thomas Laurence the younger, and Benjamin Johns, now 
being Free Burgesses of the Borough aforesaid, the first and new sixteen 
Assistants, our beloved William Pelham, William Bond, William Cooke, Richard 
Wringe, Gregory Jennor, Nathaniel Strixon, William Hamond, Christopher Bayles, 
James Abrathat, Richard Shellito, Robert WynnyfE, Nicholas Beacon, William 
Johnson, Joshua Willmott, William Vicars and John Hughes, now in Hke manner 
being Free Burgesses of the Borough aforesaid, the first and new sixteen of the Com- 
mon Council, our dearly beloved cousin and Councillor Henry, Earl of Holland, the 

[*The Latin word is " Fattr/amilias." I, H.J, J 
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first and new Hig'h Steward, and our beloved Richard Aske, Esquire, being a man 
honest, skilled in the law and fitting, the first and new Recorder of the Borough 
aforesaid, willing that the aforesaid Daniel Cole shall be and continue Mayor 
of the Borough aforesaid henceforth until the feast of the Decollation of St. 
John the Baptist which shall be in the year of our Lord one thousand six 
hundred and thirty six, and from thence until some other shall be elected, 
preferred and sworn to that office in due manner, according to the ordinance 
and provision in these presents above thereof declared, if the same Daniel 
shall so long live, and after his mayoralty aforesaid is finished, he shall be and 
continue one of the Aldermen of the Borough aforesaid, next in order after the 
aforesaid Sigismund Sewell during his natural life, unless in the meantime in 
the form and for the cause above-mentioned he shall be amoved from the 
office of Alderman of the same Borough. 

And further, we will, and by these presents for us, our heirs and 
successors, do grant to the aforesaid Mayor and Commonalty of the same 
borough and to their successors, that if it shall happen that the Mayor of the 
borough aforesaid for the time being be kept back by infirmity, or be engaged 
in the service of us, our heirs or successors, outside the borough aforesaid, so 
that he cannot attend to the necessary businesses of that borough touching the 
office of Mayor of the same borough, or for any other reasonable cause should 
depart from that borough, that then and so often it may and shall be rightfully 
lawful for the same Mayor to put and constitute in his place one good and 
discreet man out of the Aldermen of the borough aforesaid for the time being to 
become and be his deputy during his infirmity or absence, which indeed deputy 
so to be put and constituted, before he is admitted to exercise the office of 
Deputy-Mayor within the borough aforesaid, shall take his corporal oath before 
the Aldermen of the borough aforesaid for the time being, or as many of the 
same Aldermen as shall wish to be present, for the faithful executiim of the 
same his office. And after that oath so taken he may and can take part in 
any causes, things, or businesses in any way touching the borough aforesaid, 
and do and execute all and singular those things to be done which do pertain 
to the office of Mayor of the borough aforesaid, to all purposes, and in as 
ample manner and form as the Mayor himself, during such infimity or absence 
of that Mayor so being infirm or absent. 

And so from time to time, as often as the case shall so happen, 
for ever. 

We will also, and by these presents for us, our heirs and successors, 
do grant to the aforesaid Mayor and Commonalty of the same borough and to 
their successors, that if it shall happen that the Recorder of the borough 
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aforesaid for the time being shall be kept back by infirmity or be engaged 
in the service of us our heirs or successors outside the Borough aforesaid, or 
be otherwise occupied so that he cannot attend to the necessary businesses of 
that Borough touching the office of Recorder of the same Borough, that then 
and so often as it may and shall be rightly lawful for the same Recorder to 
put and constitute in his place a man good, skilled in the law, and suitable 
to become and to be his deputy during his infirmity or his absence, which 
indeed deputy so to be placed and constituted, before he is admitted to ex- 
ercise the office of Deputy-Recorder within the Borough aforesaid, shall take 
his corporal oath before the Mayor and Aldermen of the Borough aforesaid 
for the time being, or the greater part of them (of whom we will the Mayor 
of the same Borough for the time being to be one) for the faithful execution 
of the same his office. And after that oath so taken, that he can and may 
do and execute all and singular those things which do pertain to the office 
of Recorder of the Borough aforesaid to be done, in as ample manner and 
form as the Recorder himself, during such infirmity or absence of that 
Recorder so infirm or absent. And this from time to time, as often as the 
case shall so happen, for ever. 

And further we will, and by these presents, for us, our heirs and 
successors, do grant to the aforesaid Mayor and Commonalty of the same 
Borough and to their successors, that it may and shall be lawful for the 
Mayor, Aldermen, Assistants and Common Council of the Borough aforesaid 
for the time being, or the greater part of the same (of whom we will the 
Mayor of the same Borough for the time being to be one) together with the 
Recorder of that Borough, or his deputy lawfully constituted, to make, draw up 
and ordain a suitable form of oath, or suitable forms of oaths by all the 
officers and ministers of the Borough aforesaid, and the deputies aforesaid 
from time to time respectively to be taken, and that and those forms, so 
made, drawn up and ordained, to cause to be administered to the same officers, 
ministers and deputies respectively, from time to time in form aforesaid, and 
this without any further commission or warrant from us, our heirs or suc- 
cessors to be procured or obtained in that behalf. 

We will moreover, and by these presents for us, our heirs and 
successors, do grant to the aforesaid Mayor and Commonalty of the same 
Borough and to their successors, that the Mayor, Aldermen, Assistants and 
Common Council of the Borough aforesaid for the time being, or the greater 
part of the same (of whom we will the Mayor of the same Borough for the 
time being to be one), may have, and from time to time henceforth for ever 
shall have, full power and authority to meet in the common haU of the 
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Borough aforesaid, and there to have assemblies, and in those assemblies so 
had, to make, draw up, constitute, ordain and establish good, wholesome, honest, 
useful, necessary, and reasonable laws, constitutions, ordinances and provisions 
according to their sound discretions for the good rule and government of the 
Borough aforesaid, and of all and singular officers, ministers, artificers, inhabitants 
and residents within that borough, and the bounds, limits, and precinct of the 
same, and of others to the borough aforesaid resorting, and for a declaration 
in what manner and order the same Mayor, Aldermen, Assistants, and Common 
Council, and all and singular officers and ministers of the borough aforesaid, 
shall behave and hold themselves within the borough aforesaid, and the bounds, 
limits, and precinct of the same on Sundays and solemn feasts for the greater 
comeliness of that borough, also how the same Mayor, Aldermen, Assistants, 
Common Council, officers, and ministers, and all and singular Burgesses, artificers, 
inhabitants and residents of the Borough aforesaid, shall at all future times whatsoever 
hold and dispose themselves in their offices, ministries, functions or handiworks 
within that Borough, and the bounds, limits and precinct of the same, for 
the public good and common utility of the said Borough. And also for the 
victualling of the same Borough, also for other causes and matters whatsoever 
touching, or in any way concerning, that Borough, and duly to put in operation 
the same laws, constitutions, ordinances and provisions so made, constituted, ordained, 
and established, which indeed laws, constitutions, ordinances, and provisions we will 
also to be observed under such pains and penalties by imprisonment of the body, or 
by reasonable fines and amercements, or of both of them, in the same laws, 
constitutions, ordinances, and provisions to be contained, in and upon delinquents 
against the same laws to be imposed as shall seem to the same Mayor, Alder- 
men, Assistants and Common Council, or the greater part of the same (of 
whom we will the Mayor of the Borough aforesaid for the time being to be 
one), necessary to be imposed for the better observance of those laws, 
constitutions, ordinances and provisions, and that they can and may levy, 
perceive and have those fines and amercements so imposed to the use of the 
Mayor and Commonalty of the Borough aforesaid without the impediment of 
us, our heirs or successors, or of any officer or minister of us, our heirs or 
successors, and without any account to us our heirs or successors therefore to 
be rendered, so nevertheless that those laws, constitutions, ordinances, and 
provisions, and the pains and penalties in the same to be contained, be not 
against the laws, statutes or customs of our kingdom of England. And that 
full and speedy justice may be the better applied within the Borough afore- 
said to all our subjects there residing and thither resorting according to the 
exigency of the law, we will further and by these presents do ordain that 
the Mayor and Recorder of the Borough aforesaid, and their deputies for the 
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time being, and that Alderman who was last Mayor of the same Borough, also 
two other Aldermen in accustomed manner yearly to be elected, may and 
shall be our justices, and each of them be and shall be the justice of us, our 
heirs and successors, within the same Borough, liberties and precinct of the 
same to be preserved and kept, also to keep the statutes and ordinances at 
Winchester, Northampton and Westminster for the preservation of the peace of the 
same, and to keep the statutes and ordinances there and at Cambridge con- 
cerning hunters, workmen, artificers, servitors, hostillars, mendicants, vagabonds, and 
other mendicant men who call themselves travelling men. And also a certain 
other statute passed in the parliament of the Lord Henry late King of 
England the fifth, held at Westminster aforesaid, concerning the counterfeiting, 
clipping, washing and other falsifying of the money of our land, also all 
other ordinances and statutes made, and to be made, for the good of the 
peace of us our heirs and successors and for the quiet rule and governance 
of the people of us our heirs and successors in all and singular their articles 
within the Borough aforesaid the liberties and precinct of the same, according 
to the force, form and effect of the same to keep, and to chastise and punish 
all those whom they shall find offending against the form of the ordinances 
and statutes aforesaid, according to those ordinances and statutes, and also 
to cause all those who shall make threats to any of the people of us or 
our heirs and successors concerning their bodies, ' or concerning the bm-ning of 
their houses, to find a sufiicient security for peace and their good behaviour 
towards us and the people of us, our heirs and successors, in their presence. 
And if they shall refuse to find such security, then to cause them to be 
safely kept in the prison of us our heirs and successors of the Borough 
aforesaid until they shall find such security. 

And further that they or any three of them (of whom we will the 
Mayor and Recorder of the borough aforesaid, or their deputies for the time 
being, to be two), shall have full power and authority from henceforth for ever 
to enquire by the oath of good and lawful men of the borough aforesaid, the 
liberties and precinct of the same, by whom the truth of the matter may be 
the better known, concerning all manner of felonies, trespasses, forstallers, 
regraters, and extortions within the borough aforesaid, liberties and precinct of 
the same, by whomsoever and in any way whatsoever done or perpetrated and 
which henceforth should happen to be there done. And also concerning all 
and singular other things witliin the borough aforesaid, liberties and precinct 
of the same, in any way whatsoever done, attempted, or perpetrated, and which 
henceforth should happen to be there done, attempted, or perpetrated, whereof 
by the keepers of the peace of us our heirs or successors and the justices of 
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US our heirs and successors assigned or to be assigned, to enquire concerning 
such felonies, trespasses and misdeeds in any county of our kingdom of England 
by virtue of the ordinances and statutes aforesaid, or of other ordinances or 
statutes before these times done, or in future to be done, according to the force 
and effect of the letters of us, our heirs and successors, to them thereof made 
and to be made, ought and doth use and will ought to be enquired and all and 
singular the premises and other things whatsoever within the borough aforesaid 
liberties and precinct of the same done, attempted, or perpetrated, or hence- 
forth to be done, attempted, or perpetrated, which by such the keepers of the 
peace of us, our heirs and successors, and the justices of us, our heirs and 
successors, assigned and to be assigned to hear and detemiine such felonies, 
trespasses, and misdeeds in any county of our kingdom of England by virtue 
of the ordinances and statutes aforesaid, and of our letters aforesaid, ought and 
do use, and will ought to be discussed and determined by that Mayor, 
Recorder, and his Deputies, and the aforesaid three Aldermen of the borough 
aforesaid, or any three of them (of whom we will the Mayor and Recorder 
of the borough aforesaid, or their Deputies for the time being, to be two), to 
hear and determine according to the law and custom of our kingdom of 
England and the form of the ordinances and statutes aforesaid. 

So that all writs,, precepts, and other warrants for performing the 
premises, and each of the premises, be directed to the Ministers of the borough 
aforesaid, and by them to be executed without any writ, precept, or warrant in 
any wise directed to the Sheriff or Coroners of us, our heirs and successors, 
of the coimty of Essex. 

So also that the keepers of the peace of us, our heirs and successors, 
assigned or to be assigned to hear and determine such felonies, trespasses, and 
misdeeds in the county of Essex done or perpetrated, or to be done or per- 
petrated, shall not enter the borough aforesaid, the liberties or precincts of the 
same, to do anything which doth pertain to such keepers of the peace or 
justices, nor shall any one of them enter nor intrude themselves there in aught, 
nor any one of them intrude in any manner. 

We wiU also that each of the aforesaid Mayor and Recorder of the 
Borough aforesaid and of their deputies, and of the aforesaid three Aldermen 
of the same Borough for the time being, before he is admitted to exercise 
the office of justice of the peace within that Borough shall take his corporal 
oath upon the Holy Gospel of God, according to the laws and statutes of our 
kingdom of England in such case provided, well and faithfully to exercise 
the office of justice of the peace within the Borough aforesaid, liberties and 
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precinct of the same, that is to say, the Mayor and his deputy, and the 
aforesaid three Aldermen, in presence of the Recorder aforesaid or his deputy, 
and the Recorder and his deputy in presence of the Mayor or his deputy 
for the time being; to which indeed Mayor and Recorder and their deputies, 
we do give and grant by these presents full power and authority to 
administer such oath so as is aforesaid without any further warrant or 
commission from us our heirs or successors to be procured or obtained in 
that behalf. And in the Borough aforesaid lest anything should be admitted 
whereby the Burgesses of that Borough fall into vice, or disturbance of our 
peace should be brought into that Borough, we will that the justices to keep 
the peace in- the Borough aforesaid for the time being shall not henceforth 
permit any person to sell within that Borough, beer hopped or not hopped 
without lawful licence in that behalf first had and obtained, nor rashly and 
Tuiadvisedly grant licence to such one. And if they do grant it, yet the 
same licence so granted shall be put in writing and be subscribed by the hands 
of two pf the justices aforesaid (of whom we will the Mayor of the borough 
aforesaid for the time being to be one) otherwise that licence shall be void. 

And further we will, and by these presents for us our heirs and 
successors do grant to the aforesaid Mayor and Commonalty of the Borough 
aforesaid, and to their successors, that henceforth for ever it may and shall 
be rightfully lawful for the Mayor and Recorder of the Borough aforesaid, 
and their deputies, and the aforesaid three Aldermen of the same Borough 
for the time being, or any three of them (of whom we will the Mayor and 
Recorder of that Borough or their deputies for the time being to be two), 
each year at the four terms of the year according to the form of the statute 
therefor provided, in the aforesaid Common Hall cf the Borough aforesaid, or 
in any other convenient place within the same Borough, liberties and precinct 
of the same, fo have, hold, and keep sessions of the peace concerning all 
things, matters, causes and offences within the said Borough, liberties or precinct 
of the same happening, touching, arising, done or perpetrated, and all and 
singular matters in the same sessions of peace to do and execute in as ample 
manner and form as the justices of the peace in the aforesaid County of 
Essex at the sessions of the peace held for that county do and execute, or 
can and may do and execute. 

We will moreover, and by these presents for us our heii's and 
successors do grant to the aforesaid Mayor and Commonalty of the Borough 
aforesaid and to their successors, that the Mayor and Recorder of the Borough 
aforesaid, or their deputies for the time being, may have henceforth for ever 
the cognizances of all pleas, as well real as personal and mixed, and of other 
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pleas whatsoever of lands and tenements being within the Borough aforesaid, 
liberties and precinct of the same, and also of pleas of assizes, of novel 
disseisin, mort d'ancestor, redisseisins, attaints and certificates, also of pleas of 
debt, covenant, detinue, account, trespass and other pleas whatsoever within the 
borough aforesaid, liberties and precinct of the same arising or to arise, 
moved or to be moved in whatsoever our courts, that is to say, before us, 
our heirs and successors, and before us in the chancery of us, our heirs or 
successors in their Chancery or before the Treasurer and Barons of the Ex- 
chequer of us our heirs and successors, our justices of the Common Bench, 
and the justices of us our heirs and successors assigned to take any assizes, 
juries and certificates, and other our justices and officers whomsoever. 

And that the Mayor and Recorder of the Borough aforesaid, or their 
deputies for the time being, may hold and determine all such pleas before 
them in the aforesaid Common Hall of the Borough aforesaid, and may duly 
execute what is therefore due to be rendered. And that the Mayor and 
Recorder of the Borough aforesaid, or their deputies for the time being, may 
have and hold the court of us our heirs and successors in the aforesaid 
Common HaU before the Mayor, or his deputy for the time being, each week 
on Mondays and Thursdays. And that the same Mayor and Recorder, or their 
deputies and their successors, shall hold all such pleas, that is to say personal, 
in the court aforesaid by plaint before the Mayor and Recorder or their 
deputies in that court to be levied and affirmed, and to cause to be arrested 
and attached the persons against whom such plaint shall happen to be prose- 
cuted or moved in the said court by process of law by their bodies, and 
their goods and chattels within the Borough aforesaid, liberties and precinct 
of the same, and cause their bodies to be committed to prison. And to hold 
all other pleas of lands and tenements in the court aforesaid on Monday, from 
fortnight to fortnight, and all the pleas above said, and the pleas of our court 
of piepowder there, to hear and determine ; and that they may for ever give 
judgments thereof, and cause to be done the executions thereof, in the same 
manner and form and process as in the same Borough before these times they 
were accustomed to hear, determine and prosecute. 

And moreover we will, and by these presents for us our heirs and 
successors do grant to the aforesaid Mayor and Commonalty of the Borough 
aforesaid, and to their successors, that they have henceforth for ever cognizance 
of pleas of debts and injuries arising within the Borough aforesaid, and the 
precinct of the same, pertaining to the jurisdiction of our Admiral of England, 
and power and authority to hold a court within the Borough aforesaid before 
the Mayor of the Borough aforesaid or his deputy for the time being each 
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Thursday in each week for ever, concerning the same pleas, also may and can 
hear those pleas in the same court, and by due process of law bring to 
judgment and determine, and thereof to cause executions to be made. 

So nevertheless that our Admiral of England, or hie lieutenant or 
deputy in the Borough aforesaid, liberties or precinct of the same may enter, 
and concerning thpse debts and injuries and of all other things which do con- 
cern the Admiralty can and may intrude himself as often as he will, 
notwithstanding. 

And whereas the bridges within the Borough aforesaid, and the pre- 
cinct of the same, are so ruined and broken that great danger may easily 
happen to man passing over those bridges, and considering what an expense 
it will be to the Men and Free Burgesses of the same Borough (who ought 
and are accustomed to repair and support the bridges aforesaid) to repair and 
support those bridges, we do of our fuller grace, certain knowledge and mere 
motion further will, and by these presents, for us our heirs and successors, do grant 
to the aforesaid Mayor and Commonalty of the Borough aforesaid, and to 
their successors, that they may have and shall have from our subjects foreign 
from the liberty of the Borough aforesaid, passing over the bridges aforesaid 
with a cart or wagon, or with a horse laden, pontage, that is to say, for each 
cart or wagon laden fourpence, for each horse laden with a pack of wool 
two pence, for each horse laden with half a pack of wool one penny, and 
for each packhorse laden one half-penny, to last for fourteen years, from the 
Feast of the Nativity of St. John the Baptist last past. And if any such 
foreigner shall refuse to pay the pontage aforesaid, it shall be lawful for the 
same Mayor and Commonalty, and their successors, to restrain such person 
refusing from passing over, or, if he shall have passed over, to levy the 
pontage from the cart, wagon or horse with which he shall cross. 

And whereas the lord Edward, late King of England the Second, by 
his Letters Patent made under his Great Seal of England, bearing date at 
York in the twelfth year of his reign, did grant to the Burgesses of the 
Borough aforesaid that the same Burgesses and their successors might for ever 
have in that Borough one fair each year to last for eight days, that is to 
say, on the vigil and on the day of St. Dennis, and for six days following, 
unless that fair were to the annoyance of the neighbouring fairs ; and we from 
the representation of divers trustworthy Burgesses of the Borough aforesaid 
have understood that it will be for the good of the same Borough if the 
fair aforesaid, granted in the form aforesaid, be reduced to four days only. 
Therefore we will, and by these presents for us our heirs and successors, do 
grant to the aforesaid Mayor and Commonalty of the same Borough, and to 
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their successors, that they may have in the same Borough a fair each year 
for four days only, that is to say, on the vigil and on the day of St. Dennis, 
and to last for two days then next following, unless that fair be to the annoy- 
ance of neighbouring fairs. 

And further we will, and by these presents for us our heirs and 
successors do grant to the aforesaid Mayor and Commonalty of the Borough 
aforesaid, and to their successors, that no one being a foreigner from the 
liberty of the Borough aforesaid shall henceforth use any trade, occupation or 
manual art within that Borough, liberties, or precinct of the same, nor 
shall buy or sell within the Borough aforesaid, or the precinct of the same 
(except in the fairs at the time of those fairs), any goods or wares except victuals, 
by parcels or retail unless one party contracting be of the liberty of that Borough. 
And when any one foreign from the liberty of the Borough aforesaid who 
hath bought of such other foreigner, or hath sold to him any goods or wares 
besides victuals within that Borough, or the precinct of the same (except in 
the fairs at the time of those fairs), other than in gross, from time whereof 
the memory of man runneth not to the contrary, those goods and wares they 
were used and accustomed to forfeit, and the chief officers or officer of the same 
Borough for the time being by himself, or his Ministers of that Borough, or in 
default of the same chief officers, or of the same chief officer, any persons or 
person of the liberty of the borough aforesaid, being present from the whole time 
aforesaid, were used and accustomed those goods and wares so forfeited to seize 
into their hands, and by good and lawful men of the liberty of the same Borough 
to cause to be appraised, and those things so seized and appraised to detain and 
to dispose and convert to the use of the whole Comraorialty of the same Borough, 
without any account to us or our ancestors late Kings and Queens of England 
before this thereof made, unless he who did forfeit them made redemption thereof 
by the price of the same. 

We, approving and in all things holding established and agreeable that 
custom, prescription, and liberty, do for us, our heirs and successors, ratify, 
and by these presents fully confirm, the same to the aforesaid Mayor and Com- 
monalty of the borough aforesaid, willing that whatsoever shall henceforth be 
received for the common utility of the whole Commonalty of the Borough afore- 
said, according to the custom from the time whereof memory runneth not, used 
and approved in that Borough,' shall be safely laid up, and that the common 
treasure of the same borough so laid up be not converted to private uses, but 
be expended for the public weal of that Borough, and not otherwise. 

And lest the limits and bounds of the Borough aforesaid, and of the 
wards of the same (although now sufficiently known), yet may, by the progress 
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of time, vanish from the fleeting memory of men, whence strifes and discords 
may arise, we will and by these presents for us, our heirs and successors, do 
grant to the aforesaid Mayor and Commonalty of the Borough aforesaid, and to 
their successors, that it may and shall be lawful for the same Mayor and Com- 
monalty, and their successors, yearly, henceforth for ever, to make perambulation 
of the borough and wards aforesaid, and of the limits and precinct of the same, 
by placing, erecting, and as often as shall be necessary renewing, metes and 
bounds in necessary places, that thus certain knowledge of those limits and 
bounds may be for ever retained 

And further, by these presents, for us our heirs and successors, we do 
ratify and confirm to the aforesaid Mayor and Commonalty of the Borough 
aforesaid, and to their successors, all and singular so many, such, the same, 
such, and the like hamlets, commons, pastures, marts, markets, court of piepowder, 
views of frankpledge and other courts, returns of writs, fisheries, fishings, waters, 
preserves of waters, banks, rivers, wharfs, quays, tronage, tolls, goods and 
chattels of felons, of felons of themselves, of outlaws, waifs, and howsoever 
convicted and condemned, deodands, estrays, fines, amercements, profits, com- 
modities, advantages, emoluments, hereditaments, authorities, liberties, privileges, 
rights, jurisdictions, immunities, quittances and exemptions whatsoever, how 
many, how great, of what sort, and which, the men and free burgesses of the 
borough aforesaid now lawfully do have, hold, enjoy or use, or how many, how 
great, of what sort, and which any of them or their predecessors, Burgesses 
of the borough aforesaid, by whatsoever name, or whatsoever names, or by 
whatsoever incorporation they were known or incorporated, before this had, 
held, enjoyed, or used, or ought to have, hold, enjoy, or use, to them and to 
their successors by reason or virtue of any Charters or Letters Patent by any 
of our progenitors, or of our ancestors, late Kings or Queens of England, 
before this made, granted, or confirmed, or in any other lawful manner, right, 
title, custom, prescription, or use, before this lawfully used, had, or accustomed 
(except all and singular these presents in any way contrary, or in any Charter 
of grant or confirmation of any of our progenitors or ancestors before this 
excepted), to have, hold, and enjoy, to the same Mayor and Commonalty of 
the borough aforesaid, and to their successors for ever, to the sole and proper 
use and behoof of the same Mayor and Commonalty, under the ancient farm 
therefore to us accustomed to be rendered; willing that the aforesaid Mayor 
and Commonalty of the borough aforesaid, and their successors, may have, hold, 
enjoy, and use for ever, all and singular the hamlets, commons, pastures, fairs, 
markets, court of piepowder, views of frankpledge, and other courts, return of 
writs, fisheries, fishings, waters, preserves of waters, banks, rivers, wharfs, quays, 
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tronage, toll, goods and chattels of felons, felons of themselves, outlaws, waifs, 
and howsoever convicted and condemned, deodands, estrays, profits, commodities, 
advantages, emoluments, hereditaments, authorities, liberties, privileges, rights, 
jurisdictions, immunities, acquittances, and those exemptions (except before 
excepted), according to the true intention of these presents, without let or 
hindrance of us, our heirs or successors, of the Justices, Sheriffs, Bailiffs^ 
Officers and Ministers of us, our heirs or successors whomsoever; willing 
moreover that the same Mayor and Commonalty, or their successors, or any 
of them, or any of the Justices, Officers or Ministers of us, our heirs or 
successors, of the borough aforesaid, of or for debt, use, claim, or abuse of any 
of the liberties, franchises, or jurisdictions aforesaid before this made, shall not 
be impeded or molested, nor compelled in any way to answer those things, or 
any of them. 

Although express mention of the true yearly value, or of any other 
value, or of the certainty of the premises, or of any of them, or of other 
gifts or grants by us, or by any of our progenitors, to the aforesaid Men and 
Free Burgesses of the Borough aforesaid before these times made, be not made 
in these presents; or any statute, act,' ordinance, provision, proclamation, or re- 
striction to the contrary thereof before this issued, made, ordained, or provided 
or provided, or any other thing, cause, or matter whatsoever in anything 
notwithstanding. 

In witness whereof we have caused to be made these our letters patent 
myself. 

Witness at Canbury the ninth day of July, in the eleventh year of 
our reign. 

By Writ of Privy Seal. 

(Patent Roll, II. Charles I., p. 9, No. 3). 



[Note. — The foregoing Translation was collated with the original Charter by Me. Isaac H. Jeates. 
of the British Museum]. 
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Borough of '^3' Colchester. 



Cbarter of 15 Charles II. 

3ed August, 1663. 

CbatleS the SeCOnb, by the grace of God, of England, 
Scotland, France and Ireland, King, Defender of the Faith, &c., to all to whom 
the present Letters shall come, greeting. 

Whereas the Borough of Colchester, in our County of Essex, is one 
of the most ancient Boroughs of our Kingdom of England, and stands 
situated near to the sea coasts in resistance of our enemies wishing to invade 
the same kingdom. k 

And whereas the same borough is broad and populous, containing in 
itself four wards, and is inhabited principally by burgesses industriously 
exercising the cloth manufacture and merchandise. 

And whereas the burgesses of the same Borough, as well by reason 
of divers Charters and Letters Patent by divers of our progenitors and 
ancestors, late Kings and Queens of England, to them and to their pre- 
decessors before this made and granted, as of prescriptions and customs from 
time to the contrary whereof the memory of man runneth not, in the same 
borough used, have used and enjoyed divers liberties, franchises, privileges, 
immunities, and acquittances. 

And whereas also the Lord Richard the First, late King of England, 
by his Letters Patent, sealed with his Grreat Seal of England, bearing date 
the sixth day of December, in the first year of his reign, granted to the 
Burgesses of the Borough aforesaid that they might appoint, from amongst 
themselves, whomsoever bailiffs they would. 

And the Lord Edward the Fourth, late King of England, by his 
Letters Patent, sealed with his Great Seal of England, bearing date at 
Westminster, in our County of Middlesex^ the first day of March, in the 
first year of his reign, granted to the Bailiffs and Burgesses of the same 
Borough that they and their successors, Burgesses of that Borough, should 
from that time thenceforth of two Bailiffs and one Commonalty, be one 
body perpetual, and one Commonalty perpetual in deed and in name, 
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and have perpetual succession ; and that the same Bailiffs and Commonalty 
and their successors should be called for ever the Bailiffs and Commonalty 
of the Borough of Colchester, as by the same Letters Patent (among other 
things) it is more fully clear and apparent. 

And whereas moreover the Bailiffs and Burgesses of the borough 
aforesaid, before the incorporation aforesaid, and the Bailiffs and Commonalty 
of the same borough, after that incorporation made in form aforesaid, 
have shown themselves grateful to our progenitors and ancestors, late Kings 
and Queens of England, in very many laudable services, also the same 
Bailiffs and Commonalty have lately willingly and eagerly offered their fealty 
in our businesses. 

We therefore, considering the premises, and seriously regarding the 
good of the borough aforesaid, and of our people there dwelling, and willing 
and providing by our greatest study and care that the same our people 
dwelling in that borough, as is shown, should be maintained in handicrafts and 
such methods of living, and cheerfully to mind that they be encouraged 
by our munificence and favour, and that there should be continually had in 
the borough aforesaid one certain and undoubted method for preserving our 
peace within the same borough, and for well governing and regularly dis- 
posing our people dwelling there, and others thither resorting, by which the 
same our peace shall in future times be the better preserved inviolate, and 
that the other acts of justice and good government within the borough 
aforesaid be rightly administered and executed, and that that borough should 
be and henceforth for ever remain a borough and vill of peace and quietness, 
to the terror of the bad, the punishment of delinquents, and Toward 
of the good, hoping that if the Burgesses of the borough aforesaid and their 
successors shoidd be able to enjoy from our grant fuller liberties and 
privileges, then they should feel themselves, as well from affection, as 
obedience, the more strongly obliged to perform what services they can 
to us, our heirs and successors, of our special grace, and of our 
certain knowledge and mere motion, will, and have declared, and by these 
presents, for us our heirs and successors, do will grant, declare and confirm that 
the borough aforesaid be henceforth and for ever remain a free borough of itself, 
bounded by 'all its ancient and former limits and bounds. 

And that the men and Free Burgesses of the borough aforesaid, and 
the Bailiffs and Commonalty of the same, and their successors,- may and shall 
be in all future times one body corporate and politic in deed, fact, and name, 
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by the name of the Mayor and Commonalty of the borough of Colchester 
in the County of Essex. 

And we do, for us our heirs and successors, make, create, confirm and 
declare them, by these presents, by the name of the Mayor and Commonalty 
of the borough of Colchester in the County of Essex, one body corporate and 
politic in deed, fact and name, really and fully. 

And that by the same name they may have perpetual succession. 

And that they by the name of the Mayor and Commonalty of the 
Borough of Colchester in the County of Essex, may and shall be henceforth for 
ever persons able and in law capable of holding, taking, acquiring, and possessing 
manors, lands, tenements, rents, liberties, privileges, jurisdictions, franchises and 
hereditaments of whatsoever kind, nature, name, or species they may be, to them and 
to their successors, in fee or perpetuity, or for any terms whatsoever, and also 
goods and chattels, and whatsoever other things of whatsoever kind, nature, or 
species they may be ; also of giving, granting, demising, assigning and disposing 
of manors, lands, tenements, hereditaments, goods and chattels; and of doing 
and executing, by the name aforesaid, all and singular other deeds and matters 
concerning the borough aforesaid. 

And that, by the same name of the Mayor and Conunonalty of the 
borough of Colchester in the county of Essex, they may and can plead and 
be impleaded, answer and be answered, defend and be defended, in all and 
singular actions, pleas, suits, plaints, causes, matters and demands, real, personal or 
mixed, whatsoever, and of what kind soever in whatsoever courts, and before 
whatsoever judges or justices, or other officers and ministers of us our heirs 
and successors, moved or to be moved, in the same manner and form as any 
others our lieges of our kingdom of England, persons able and in law capable, 
or any other body corporate and poHtic within our kingdom of England might 
and could have, take, acquire, possess, give, grant, demise, assign, or dispose of, or 
plead and be impleaded, answer and be answered, defend and be defended, do 
or execute. 

And that the Mayor and Commonalty of the borough aforesaid and 
their successors may have for ever a common seal to serve for their causes 
and matters in any way concerning the borough aforesaid. 

And that it may and shall be rightfully lawful for the same Mayor 
and Commonalty and their successors at their pleasure from time to time to 
break, change, and made anew that seal, as it shall seem expedient to them. 
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And further we will, and by these presents, for us, our heirs and 
successors, do declare, that henceforth for ever there may and shall be within 
the borough aforesaid, of the free Burgesses of that borough in the form in 
these presents below mentioned, nominated and elected, that is to say, one 
who shall be called the Mayor, eleven others who shall be called Aldermen, 
eighteen others who shall be called Assistants, and eighteen others who shall be 
called the Common Council of the same borough. 

Which indeed Mayor shall in like manner remain an Alderman of 
the Borough aforesaid. 

And which indeed eleven Aldermen, eighteen Assistants, and eighteen 
of the Common Council of the borough aforesaid shall be, from time to time, 
advising and assisting the Mayor of the same borough for the time being in 
all causes, matters and businesses touching, or in any manner concerning, that 
borough. 

And further we will, and by these presents, for us our heirs and 
successors do grant and confirm to the aforesaid Mayor and Commonalty of the 
same borough and their successors, that henceforth yearly for ever, to wit, 
on the Monday which shall first happen after the Feast of the Decollation of 
St. John the Baptist, it may and shall be lawful, as well for the Free Bur- 
gesses of the Commonalty of the borough aforesaid for the time being, or the 
greater part of the same (except as below excepted), to nominate two of 
the Aldermen of the same borough for the time being, as for the Mayor of 
the borough aforesaid for the time being, and the rest of the same Aldermen 
or the greater part of them, after that nomination made, to elect one, from 
the same Aldermen so nominated, as Mayor of the borough aforesaid. And 
that he who shall be so elected as Mayor of the borough aforesaid, after 
that election made, and before he is admitted to execute the office of Mayor, 
to wit, on the Feast day of St. Michael the Archangel next following 
after such election, shall take his corporal oath, before the last Mayor of the 
borough aforesaid for the time being, the predecessor of that Mayor elect, the 
rest of the Aldermen, the Assistants and Common Council of that borough for 
the time being, or as many of them as then wished to be present, of 
whom we will that the said last Mayor, if he be surviving and wilHng to 
be present, shall be one, to execute his office of Mayor of the borough afore- 
said rightly and faithfully in all things touching that office. 

And after that oath so taken that he may and can execute the 
office of Mayor of the borough aforesaid for one entire year then next 
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following, and from thence until another shall be duly elected, preferred and 
sworn to that office. 

And so from year to year each year for ever. 

And as often as anyone elected Mayor of the Borough aforesaid 
shall die, or refuse to take up the office of Mayor of the same borough, 
before he shall have taken such oath, we will that a similar nomination and 
election shall be made afresh, and that he who is newly elected, shall, having 
taken the oath as before, execute the office of Mayor of the same borough 
in form aforesaid. 

And if it shall happen that the Mayor of the borough aforesaid for 
the time being should at any time within one year after he shall have been 
so as aforesaid elected, preferred and sworn to the office of Mayor of that 
borough, die, we will and by these presents for us, our heirs and successors, 
do grant and confirm to the aforesaid Mayor and Commonalty of the borough 
aforesaid, and to their successors, that after the death of such Mayor, to wit, 
at a time suitable, fitting, and not probracted by unnecessary suspensions, it 
may and shall be rightly lawful, as well for the Free Burgesses of the 
Commonalty of the borough aforesaid for the time being (except as below 
excepted), or the greater part of the same, to nominate two of the Aldermen 
of the borough aforesaid, surviving the said Mayor in form aforesaid, as for 
the rest of the same Aldermen, or the greater part of them after that 
nomination made, one of the same Aldermen so nominated as Mayor of that 
borough in the place and office of such Mayor so dead, to elect, prefer, 
and swear. 

And that he so elected, preferred and sworn as Mayor of the 
borough aforesaid shall have and exercise that office during the remainder of 
the same year, and thenceforth until another one shall be duly elected, 
preferred, and sworn to that office in form aforesaid. 

And in the meantime the Alderman first in order after the Mayor 
aforesaid so dead (the mayoralty being vacant) shall be the officiating Mayor 
within the borough aforesaid. 

And this from time to time, as often as the case shall so happen, 
for ever. 

And further we will, and by these presents do declare, that each of 
the Aldermen aforesaid in the form in these presents below to be elected, 
after he is elected an Alderman of the borough aforesaid, and before he is 
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admitted to exercise the office of Alderman of the same borough within that 
borough, shall take his corporal oath before the Mayor, the rest of the 
Aldermen, the Assistants, and the Common Council of the borough aforesaid 
for the time being, or as many of them as shall wish to be present, of 
whom we will the Mayor of the borough aforesaid for the time being to be 
one, rightly and faithfully to execute the office of Alderman of the same 
borough in all things touching or concerning that office. 

And after such oath so taken we will, and by these presents for us, 
our heirs and successors, do grant and confirm to the aforesaid Mayor and Com- 
monalty of the borough aforesaid, and to their successors, that the same so 
sworn may exercise and use the office of Alderman of the same borough 
during his natural life, unless in the meantime he shall be removed from 
that office in the form and from the cause below mentioned. 

And if it shall happen that any one of the aforesaid Aldermen of 
the borough aforesaid either by these presents constituted, or by virtue 
of these presents henceforth to be elected, should die or be removed from his 
office of Alderman of the same borough, that after the death or removal of 
such Alderman, to wit, at a time suitable, fitting, and not protracted 
by unnecessary suspensions, it may and shall be rightly lawful, as well for 
the Free Burgesses of the (commonalty of the borough aforesaid for the time 
being (except as below excepted) or the greater part of the same, to name two 
of the Assistants of the same borough for the time being (provided neither 
of them should exercise the trade of an alehouse-keeper or brewer), 
as for the Mayor, the rest of the Aldermen then surviving, the rest of the 
Assistants not named, and the Common Council of the borough aforesaid 
for the time being, or the greater part of the same, after that nomination 
made, to elect and prefer one of the same Assistants so named, as 
Alderman of that borough, in the place and office of such Alderman so dead 
or removed, to supply the aforesaid number of Aldermen of the borough 
aforesaid. 

And this from time to time, as often as the case shall so happen, 
for ever. 

We will also, and by these presents [declare], that each of the Assistants 
aforesaid in the form in these presents below to be elected, after he is elected 
an Assistant of the borough aforesaid, and before he is admitted to exercise the 
office of Assistant of the same borough within that borough, shall take his 
corporal oath before the Mayor, Aldermen, the rest of the Assistants and the 
Cormnon Council of the borough aforesaid for the time being, or as many 
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of them as wished to be present, of whom we will the Mayor of the 
borough aforesaid for the time being to be one, rightly and faithfully to 
execute the office of Assistant of the same borough in all things touching or 
concerning that office. And after such oath so taken, we will and by these 
presents for us, our heirs and successors, do grant and confirm to the aforesaid Mayor 
and Commonalty of the borough aforesaid, and their successors, that the same 
so sworn may exercise and use the office of Assistant of the same borough 
during his natural life, unless in the meantime he shall be elected and preferred 
as one of the Aldermen of the borough aforesaid, or in the form, and from 
the cause below mentioned, shall be removed from that office. And if it 
shall happen that any one of the aforesaid Assistants of the borough aforesaid, 
either by these presents below constituted, or by force of these presents 
henceforth to be elected, shall die, or be removed from his office of Assistant 
of the same borough, that after • the death or removal of such Assistant, 
to wit, at a time suitable, fitting, and not protracted by unnecessary- 
suspensions, it may and shall be rightfully lawful for the Free Burgesses of 
the Commonalty of the borough aforesaid for the time being (except as 
below excepted), or the greater part of the same, to elect and prefer one of 
the aforesaid eighteen of the Common Council of the borough aforesaid for 
the time being as Assistant of that borough in the place and office of such 
Assistant so dead or removed, to supply the aforesaid number of Assistants of 
the borough aforesaid. 

And this from time to time, as often as the case shall so happen, 
for ever. 

We will moreover, and by these presents do declare, that each one of 
the Common Council of the borough aforesaid, in the form in these presents 
below to be elected, after he is elected one of the Common Council of that 
borough, and before he is admitted to exercise the office of one of the 
Common Council of the same borough within that borough, shall take his 
corporal oath before the Mayor, Aldermen, Assistants, and the rest of the 
Common Council of the borough aforesaid for the time being, or as many of 
them as shall wish to be present, of whom we will the Mayor of the said 
borough to be one, rightly and faithfully to execute the office of one of the 
Common Council of the same borough in all things touching or concerning 
that office. And after such oath so taken, we will and by these presents 
for us, our heirs and successors, do grant and confirm to the aforesaid Mayor and 
Commonalty of the borough aforesaid, and to their successors, that the same so 
sworn may exercise and use the office of one of the Common Council of 
the same borough during his natural life, unless in the meantime he shall be 
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elected and preferred to be one of the Assistants of the borough aforesaid, 
or be removed from that office, in the form and from the cause below 
mentioned. And if it shall happen that any one of the Common Council 
of the borough aforesaid, either by these presents below constituted, or by 
force of these presents in future to be elected, shall die, or be removed from 
his office of Common Council of the same borough, that after the death or 
removal of such of the Common Council, to wit, at a time fitting, 
suitable, and not protracted by unnecessary suspensions, it may and shall be 
rightfully lawful as well for the Free Burgesses of the Commonalty of the borough 
aforesaid for the time being (except as below excepted), or the greater part 
of the same, to name two fitting men of the more honest and discreet 
of the Free Burgesses of the Commonalty of the same borough, as for the 
Mayor, Aldermen, Assistants and the rest of the Common Council of the 
borough aforesaid for the time being, or the greater part of them, after that 
nomination made, to elect and prefer one of the same two men so named 
as one of the Common Council of that borough in the place of such of the 
Common Council of the said borough so dead or removed, to supply the 
aforesaid number of eighteen of the Common Council of the same borough. 

And this in like manner, from time to time, as often as the case 
shall so happen for ever. 

We will moreover, and by these presents, for us our heirs and successors, 
do grant and confirm to the aforesaid Mayor and Commonalty of the borough afore- 
said, and to their successors, that if any one who in future shall be elected in due 
manner to the office of Mayor, Alderman, Assistant, and Common Council, or 
to any other office within the borough aforesaid, being a member of the 
body of the borough aforesaid, so as is aforesaid corporate, and participating 
in the liberty of the same, and having notice of such his election, 
shall refuse to exercise the same office to which he shall be so elected, that 
then, and so often, it may and shall be rightfully lawful for the Mayor, 
Aldermen, Assistants, and Common Council of the borough aforesaid for 
the time being, or the greater part of them, to impose a reasonable fine 
or amercement upon each one so refusing for such his refusal, and if any 
one so refusing shall decline to pay the fine or amercement upon him so 
imposed, then and so often, to commit each one so declining to any our 
*prison within the borough aforesaid, and there to detain in prison until he 
pay, or cause to be paid, that fine or amercement. 

And further we will, and by these presents do ordain, that hence- 
forth for ever there may and shall be in the borough aforesaid a High 

[*The scribe has written "person*" evidently for "prisone." I.H.J.] 
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Steward to advise aud direct the Mayor and Commonalty of tlie same 
borough in the chief businesses touching that borough. Which indeed High 
Steward shall continue in the office of High Steward of the borough aforesaid 
during his natural life, unless in the meantime he shall relinquish that office 
of his own free will. And if it shall happen that any High Steward of the 
borough aforesaid, either by these presents below constituted, or by force of 
these presents in future to be elected, shall die or resign the office of High 
Steward of the same borough, we will, and by these presents for us, our 
heirs and successors, do grant and confirm to the aforesaid Mayor and Commonalty 
of the borough aforesaid, and to their successors, that after the death or resig- 
nation of such High Steward, to wit, at a time fitting, suitable, and not 
protracted by unnecessary suspensions, it may and shall be rightfully lawful for 
the Mayor, Aldermen, Assistants, Common Council and Free Burgesses of the 
Commonalty of the borough aforesaid for the time being (except before 
excepted), or the greater part of the same, to choose and prefer one other 
as High Steward of the borough aforesaid, in the place of such High 
Steward so dead or resigning. 

And this from time to time, as often as the case shall so happen, 
for ever. 

And further we will, and by these presents for us, our heirs and 
successors, do grant and confirm to the aforesaid Mayor and Commonalty of the 
borough aforesaid and to their successors, that henceforth for ever they may and shall 
have in the borough aforesaid a man of probity, and skilled in the law, and fitting, 
in the form in these presents below specified to be elected, who shall be 
called the Recorder of the borough aforesaid, to advise and direct the Mayor 
and Commonalty of the same borough in -whatsoever businesses touching that 
borough, and to do and execute, by himself or his sufficient deputy, all other 
things which do pertain to the office of Recorder within that borough. 
And that the same Recorder so to be elected, after he is elected as Recorder 
of the borough aforesaid, and before he is admitted to exercise the office of 
Recorder within that borough, shall take his corporal oath before the Mayor, 
Aldermen, Assistants, and Common Council of the borough aforesaid for the 
time being, or as many of them as shall wish to be present (of whom we will 
the Mayor of that borough for the time being to be one), rightly and faithfully 
to execute the office of Recorder of the same borough in all things touching or 
concerning that office. And that after such oath so taken, he may exercise and 
use the office of Recorder of that borough by himself or his sufficient deputy 
within the same borough, during his natural life, unless in the meantime of his 
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own free will he shall resign the same office, or be amoved from that office in 
the form and from the cause below mentioned. 

And if it shall happen that any Recorder of the borough aforesaid, 
either by these presents below constituted, or by force of these presents in 
future to be elected, shall die, or resign the office of Recorder of the borough 
aforesaid, or be removed from that office, we will, and by these presents, for 
us our heirs and successors, do further grant and confirm to the aforesaid Mayor and 
Commonalty of the borough aforesaid, and to their successors, that after the 
death, resignation, or removal of such Eecorder, to wit, at a time fitting, 
suitable, and not protracted by unnecessary suspensions, it may and shall be 
rightfully lawful for the Mayor, Aldermen, Assistants, and Common Council 
of the borough aforesaid for the time being, and the other Burgesses of the 
borough aforesaid (except below excepted), or the greater part of the same, to 
elect and prefer one other man of probity, skilled in the law, and fitting, as 
Recorder of that borough in the place of such Recorder so dead, resigning, or 
removed. 

And this from time to time, as often as the case shall so happen, 
for ever. 

And further we will, and by these presents for us our heirs and suc- 
cessors do ordain, that henceforth for ever there may and shall be within the 
borough aforesaid, a man of probity and honest, who shall be called the 
Common Clerk of the same borough, to be nominated by the Recorder of the 
borough aforesaid for the time being, which indeed Common Clerk of the 
borough aforesaid, by himself or by his sufficient deputy, shall write and make all and 
singular recognizances before the Mayor of the borough aforesaid, or any other 
Justice assigned to keep the peace within the same borough for the time being 
to be taken and acknowledged, and the same so taken and acknowledged shall 
transcribe and put upon parchment, and whatsoever laws, ordinances, constitutions, 
and provisions by the Mayor, Aldermen, Assistants, and Common Council of the 
same borough for the time being, or the greater part of the same, in their 
assemblies within the same borough for the good rule and government of that 
borough henceforth to be granted, ordained, or done; also all processes and 
acts of court at the sessions of peace to be held for the borough aforesaid 
within that borough. And also all actions, plaints, pleas, processes and acts of 
court in whatsoever other courts within the borough aforesaid to be held, shall 
make, write, register, and enrol. And shall write and make all writings, deeds, 
charters, and muniments concerning the Mayor and Commonalty of the borough 
aforesaid, and their successors in right of the aforesaid body poKtic so as 
aforesaid corporate, and shall well and faithfully do and execute all other 
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things which pertain to the office of Common Clerk of the borough afore- 
said. And that the same Common Clerk of the borough aforesaid, after he is 
named Common Clerk of the borough aforesaid, and before he is admitted 
to exercise the office of Common Clerk of the same borough within that 
borough, shall take his corporal oath before the Mayor, Aldermen, Assistants, 
and Common Council of the borough aforesaid for the time being, or as many 
of them as shall wish to be present, of whom we will the Mayor of that borough 
for the time being to be one, rightly and faithfully to execute the office of 
Common Clerk of the same borough in all things touching or concerning 
that office. And that after such oath so taken he may exercise and use the 
office of Common Clerk of the borough aforesaid, by himself or by his sufficient 
deputy. And may receive and have all singular fees, rewards and profits to 
the same office belonging during the pleasure of the Recorder of the borough 
aforesaid for the time being. 

And because the dignity of that place is wholly lost when whatsoever 
conduces to decorum is not observed, therefore we will, and by these presents 
do ordain, that the Mayor of the borough for the time being, clad in the 
Mayor's robe, and the Aldermen, Assistants, and Common Council of the same 
Borough for the time being, dressed in the robes designating their offices 
respectively, shall on Sundays, feast days and solemn days repair to Church 
from the mansion house of that Mayor within the same borough, to hear 
divine service celebrated in the same church, and that the Serjeants at mace 
of the borough aforesaid for the time being, together with the other officers 
of the same borough be attending on the same Mayor, each Serjeant at mace 
bearing before the same Mayor a silver or gilt mace, carved and ornamented 
with the device of our arms. 

And further we will, and by these presents for us, our heirs and 
successors, do grant and confirm to the aforesaid Mayor and Commonalty of the 
borough aforesaid, and to their successors, that henceforth for ever it may and shall 
be lawful for the Mayor, Aldermen, Assistants and Common Council of the 
Borough aforesaid for the time being, and the rest of the Burgesses of the 
Borough aforesaid (except below excepted), or the greater part of them^ each as 
often as the matter shall require it, to remove from the same his office, or any 
one of the Aldermen, Assistants and Common Council, and any Recorder of the 
same Borough above by these presents constituted, or by force of these presents in 
future in the form in these presents above specified to be elected, for ill-behaving 
himself in his office of Alderman, Assistant, Common Council or Recorder of the 
Borough aforesaid, or for other just and reasonable cause. 
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We will also, and by these presents do ordain, that in any election 
of officer or minister within the Borough aforesaid henceforth to be made in 
which the Mayor of the same Borough for the time being may have a vote, 
and the voters in their votes are equally divided, the Mayor may in 
that case have a double vote, and in nominations and elections whatsoever 
within the Borough aforesaid henceforth to be made, in which the Free 
Burgesses of the Commonalty of the same Borough may have votes; so that faction 
and division among the voters, as far as can be done, may be removed, and 
lest an unworthy or unfitting person be preferred as an officer or minister 
within the Borough aforesaid by favour, without merit. 

We win further, and by these presents do declare, that no Free Burgess 
of the Borough aforesaid who at the time of such nomination and election to 
be made, should use the mystery of baker, alehousekeeper, brewer, or 
butcher, or hold and keep a common inn, tavern or alehouse, or serve as 
chamberlain, drawer, or in any other manner, in a common inn, tavern or 
alehouse, or serve another in any mystery for hire, or be not a householder 
within the Borough aforesaid, and not pay scot and lot there, or be lawfully 
convicted of felony, adultery, fornication, drunkenness or profanation of the most 
Holy Name of Grod, of frequent oaths, or other crime whereof by the laws and 
statutes of our kingdom of England there is constituted a punishment for 
the guilty, or lives by alms, may have a vote in any such nomination 
or election in any way. 

And for the better governance of the borough aforesaid we have now 
nominated, created, constituted, and made, and by these presents for us, our heirs 
and successors, do nominate, create, constitute and make our beloved Thomas 
Rennolds, now being a Free Burgess of the Borough aforesaid, to become and 
be the iirst and new Mayor, and our beloved Thomas Talcott, Esquire, 
Thomas Reynolds, Andrew Fromantell, Henry Lamb, John Brazier, William 
Moore, Stephen Emmans, Robert Legg, Ralph Cresfield the younger, Thomas 
Wade and Robert Savill, now being Free Burgesses of the borough aforesaid, 
the first and new eleven other Aldermen. And our beloved Gabriel Hind- 
mersh, Thomas Radhams, Antony Smith, John Lambe, Richard Busher, 
Robert Smith, John Robinson, Thomas Ruse, William Flanner, John Mearidale, 
James Bond, Thomas Tennoth, John Beacon, Christopher Bayles, John 
WoodrufE, Samuel G-reate, Jonathan Merry, and Thomas Portler, now being 
Free Burgesses of the borough aforesaid, the first and new eighteen 
Assistants. And our beloved Andrew Fromantell the younger, Jonas Whale, 
John Rayner, Samuel Alderton, William Hall, George Hamond, Thomas 
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Harvey, Robert Carr, Richard Daniell, William Abbott, Richard Stone, 
William Sandford, Richard Boys, Robert Morfee, James Aylett, Matthew 
Scrivener, Alexander Hindmersh, and William Bond, now in like manner 
being Free Burgesses of the borough aforesaid, the first and new eighteen 
of the Common Council. 

And our dearly beloved and faithful Sir Harbottle Grimston, Baronet, 
Master of the Rolls in our Court of Chancery, the first and new High 
Steward. 

And our beloved and faithful Sir John Shaw, Knight, being a man 
honest, skilled in the law and fitting, the first and new Recorder of the Borough 
aforesaid. 

Willing that the aforesaid Thomas Rennolds shall be and continue Mayor 
of the Borough aforesaid henceforth until the feast of the Decollation of St. 
John the Baptist next following, and from thence until some other shall be elected, 
preferred and sworn to that office in due manner, according to the ordinance 
and provision in these presents above thereof declared, if the same Thomas Rennolds 
shall so long live, and after his mayoralty aforesaid is finished, he shall be and 
continue one of the Aldermen of the Borough aforesaid, next in order after the 
aforesaid Thomas Rennolds during his natural life, unless in the meantime in 
the form and from the cause above-mentioned he shall be amoved from the 
office of Alderman of the same Borough. 

And further, we will, and by these presents for us, our heirs and 
successors, do grant and confirm to the aforesaid Mayor and Commonalty of the same 
borough and to their successors, that if it shall happen that the Mayor of the 
borough aforesaid for the time being be kept back by infirmity, or be engaged 
in the service of us, our heirs or successors, outside the borough aforesaid, so 
that he cannot attend to the necessary businesses of that borough touching the 
office of Mayor of the same borough, or for any other reasonable cause should 
depart from that borough, that then and so often it may and shall be rightfully 
lawful for the same Mayor to put and constitute in his place a good and 
discreet man out of the Aldermen of the borough aforesaid for the time being to 
become and be his deputy during his infirmity or absence, which indeed deputy 
so to be put and constituted, before he is admitted to exercise the office of 
Deputy-Mayor within the borough aforesaid, shall take his corporal oath before 
the Aldermen of the borough aforesaid for the time being, or as many of the 
same Aldermen as shall wish to be present, for the faithful execution of the 
same his office. And after that oath so taken he can and may be present 
in any causes, matters or things, in any way touching the borough aforesaid, 
and do and execute all and singular those things which pertain to the office 
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of Mayor of the borough aforesaid, to all purposes, and in as ample manner 
and form as the Mayor himself, during such infirmity or absence of that 
Mayor so being infirm or absent. 

And so from time to time, as often as the case shall so happen, 
for ever. 

We win also, and by these presents for us, our heirs and successors, 
do grant and confirm to the aforesaid Mayor and Commonalty of the same borough 
and to their successors, that if it shall happen that the Recorder of the borough 
aforesaid for the time being shall be kept back by infirmity, or be engaged 
in the service of us our heirs or successors outside the Borough aforesaid, or 
be otherwise occupied so that he cannot attend to the necessary businesses of 
that Borough touching the ofiice of Recorder of the same Borough, that then 
and so often it may and shall be rightly lawful for the same Recorder to 
put and constitute in his place a man good and skilled in the law, and suitable 
to become and be his deputy during his infirmity or his absence, which 
indeed deputy so to be placed and constituted, before he is admitted to ex- 
ercise the office of Deputy-Recorder within the Borough aforesaid, shall take 
his corporal oath before the Mayor and Aldermen of the Borough aforesaid 
for the time being, or the greater part of them (of whom we wUl the Mayor 
of the same Borough for the time being to be one) for the faithful execution 
of the same his office. And after that oath so taken, that he can and 
may do and execute all and singular things to be done which do pertain 
to the office of Recorder of the Borough aforesaid, in as ample manner and 
form as the Recorder himself, during such infirmity or absence of that 
Recorder so infirm or absent. And this from time to time, as often as the 
case shall so happen, for ever. 

And further we will, and by these presents, for us, our heirs and 
successors, do grant and confirm to the aforesaid Mayor and Commonalty of the same 
Borough and to their successors, that it may and shall be lawful for the 
Mayor, Aldermen, Assistants and Common Council of the Borough aforesaid 
for the time being, or the greater part of the same (of whom we will the 
Mayor of the same Borough for the time being to be one), together with the 
Recorder of that Borough, or his deputy lawfully constituted, to make, draw up 
and ordain a suitable form or forms of oath or oaths by all the 
officers and ministers of the Borough aforesaid, and the deputies aforesaid 
from time to time respectively to be taken, and that or those forms, so 
made, drawn up and ordained, to cause to be administered to the same officers, 
ministers and deputies respectively, from time to time in form aforesaid, and 
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this witliout any further commission or warrant from us, our heirs or suc- 
cessors to be procured or obtained in that behalf. 

We will moreover, and by these presents for us, our heirs and 
successors, do grant and confirm to the aforesaid Mayor and Commonalty of the same 
Borough and to their successors, that the Mayor, Aldermen, Assistants and 
Common Council of the Borough aforesaid for the time being, or the greater 
part of the same (of whom we will the Mayor of the same Borough for the 
time being to be one), may have, and from time to time henceforth for ever 
shall have, full power and authority to meet in the common hall of the 
Borough aforesaid, and there to have assemblies, and in those assembhes so had, 
to make, produce, draw up, constitute, ordain and estabKsh good, wholesome, honest, 
useful, necessary, and reasonable laws, constitutions, ordinances and provisions 
according to their sound discretions for the good rule and government of the 
Borough aforesaid, and of all and singular officers, ministers, artificers, inhabitants 
and residents within that borough, and the bounds, limits, and precinct of the 
same, and of others to the borough aforesaid resorting, and for a declaration 
in what manner and order the same Mayor, Aldermen, Assistants, and Common 
Council, and all and singular officers and ministers of the borough aforesaid, 
shall behave and hold themselves within the borough aforesaid, and the bounds, 
limits, and precinct of the same on Sundays, feasts, and solemn days for the greater 
decorum of that borough, also how the same Mayor, Aldermen, Assistants, 
Common Council, officers, and ministers, and all and singular Burgesses, artificers, 
inhabitants and residents of the Borough aforesaid, shall at aU future times whatsoever 
have and dispose themselves in their offices, ministries, fimctions or handiworks 
within the Borough, and the bounds, limits and precinct of the same, for 
the public good and common utility of the said Borough. And also for the 
victualling of the same Borough, also for other causes and matters whatsoever 
touching or in any wise concerning that Borough, and duly to put in operation 
the same laws, constitutions, ordinances and provisions so drawn up, constituted, 
ordained, and established, which laws, constitutions, ordinances, and provisions we 
will also to be observed under such pains and penalties by imprisonment of the body, 
or reasonable fines and amercements, or of both of them, in the same laws, 
constitutions, ordinances, and provisions contained, in and upon delinquents 
against the same to be imposed as shall seem to the same Mayor, Alder- 
men, Assistants and Common Council, or the greater part of the same (of 
whom we will the Mayor of the Borough aforesaid for the time being to be 
one), necessaiy to be imposed for the better observance of those laws, 
constitutions, ordinances and provisions, and that they can and may levy, 
receive ^and have those fines and amercements so imposed to the use of the 
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Mayor and Commonalty of the Borough aforesaid without the impediment of 
us, our heirs or successors, or any officer or minister of us, our heirs or 
successors, and without any account to us our heirs or successors therefor to 
be rendered, so nevertheless that those laws, constitutions, ordinances, and 
provisions, and the pains and penalties in the same to be contained, be not 
against the laws, statutes or customs of our kingdom of England. And that 
fuU and swift justice may be the better applied within the Borough afore- 
said to all our subjects there residing and thither resorting according to the 
exigency of the law. 

We will further, and by these presents do ordain, that the 
Mayor and Recorder of the Borough aforesaid, and their deputies for the 
time being, and that Alderman who was last Mayor of the same Borough, also 
two other Aldermen in accustomed manner yearly to be elected, may and 
shall be our justices, and each of them be and shall be the justice of us, our 
heirs and successors, to preserve and keep *[the peace] within the same Borough, 
liberty and precinct of the same, also to keep the statutes and ordinances at 
Winchester, Northampton and Westminster for the preservation of the peace of the 
same, and to keep the statutes and ordinances there and at Cambridge con- 
cerning hunters, workmen, artificers, servitors, hostUlars, mendicants, vagabonds, and 
other mendicant men who call themselves travelling men. And also a certain 
other statute passed in the parhament of the Lord Henry late King of 
England the fifth, held at Westminster aforesaid, concerning the counterfeiting, 
clipping, washing and other falsifying of the money of our land, also all 
other ordinances and statutes made, and to be made, for the good of the 
peace of us our heirs and successors and for the quiet rule and governance 
of the people of us our heirs and successors in all and singular their articles 
within the Borough aforesaid, the liberties and precinct of the same, according 
to the force, form and effect of the same to be kept, and to chastise and punish 
all those whom they shall find offending against the form of the ordinances 
and statutes aforesaid, according to those ordinances and statutes, and also 
to cause all those who shall make threats to any of the people of us or 
our heirs and successors concerning their bodies, or concerning the burning of 
their houses, to find, in their presence, a sufficient security for peace and 
their good behaviour towards us and the people of us, our heirs and successors. 
And if they shall refuse to find such security, then to cause them to be 
safely kept in the prison of us our heirs and successors of the Borough 

aforesaid until they shall find such security. 

* 

[*By a clerical error " ad pacem " is here omitted, though in similar clauses in other Charters 
it appears. I.H.J. ] 
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And further that they or any three of them (of whom we will the 
Mayor and Recorder of the borough aforesaid, or their deputies for the time 
being, to be two), shall have full power and authority from henceforth for ever 
to enquire by the oath of good and lawful men of the borough aforesaid, the 
liberties and precinct of the same, by whom the truth of the matter may be 
the better known, concerning all manner of felonies, trespasses, forestallers, 
regraters, and extortions within the borough aforesaid, liberties and precinct of 
the same, by whomsoever and in any way whatsoever done or perpetrated, and 
which henceforth should happen to be there done. And also concerning all 
and singular other things within the borough aforesaid, liberties and precinct 
of the same, in any way whatsoever done, attempted, or perpetrated, and which 
henceforth should happen to be there done, attempted, or perpetrated, whereof 
by the keepers of the peace of us, our heirs and successors, and the justices 
us our heirs and successors assigned or to be assigned, to enquire concerning 
such felonies, trespasses and misdeeds in any county of our kingdom of England 
by virtue of the ordinances and statutes aforesaid, or of other ordinances or 
statutes before these times done, or in future to be done, according to the force 
and effect of the letters of us, our heirs and successors, to them thereof made 
and to be made, ought and doth use and will ought to be enquired and aU and 
singular the premises and other things whatsoever within the borough aforesaid, 
liberties, and precinct of the same, done, attempted, or perpetrated, or hence- 
forth to be done, attempted, or perpetrated, which by such the keepers of the 
peace of us, our heirs and successors, and the justices of us, our heirs and 
successors, assigned and to be assigned to hear and determine such felonies, 
trespasses, and misdeeds in any county of our kingdom of England by virtue 
of the ordinances and statutes aforesaid, and our letters aforesaid, ought and 
are accustomed, and will have to be discussed and determined by that Mayor, 
Recorder, and his Deputies, and the aforesaid three Aldermen of the borough 
aforesaid, or any three of them (of whom we will the Mayor and Recorder 
of the borough aforesaid, or their Deputies for the time being, to be two), to 
hear and determine according to the law and custom of our kingdom of 
England and the form of the ordinances and statutes aforesaid. 

So that all writs, precepts, and other warrants for performing the 
premises, and each of the premises, be directed to the Ministers of the borough 
aforesaid, and by them be executed without any writ, precept, or warrant in 
any wise directed to the Sheriff or Coroners of us, our heirs and successors, 
of the county of Essex. 

So also that the keepers of the peace of us, our heirs and successors, 
assigned or to be assigned to hear and determine such felonies, trespasses, and 
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misdeeds in the county ol Essex done or perpetrated, or to he done or jier* 
petrated, may not enter, nor any of them enter, the borough aforesaid, Hberties and 
precinct of the same, to do anything which doth pertain to such keepers of 
the peace or justices, nor intrude himself there in aught, nor any one of them 
intrude in any manner. 

We will also that each of the aforesaid Mayor and Recorder of the 
Borough aforesaid and their deputies, and of the aforesaid three Aldermen 
of the same Borough for the time being, before he be admitted to exercise 
the office of justice of the peace within that Borough shall take his corporal 
oath upon the Holy Grospel of God, according to the laws and statutes of our 
kingdom of England in such case provided, well and faithfully to exercise 
the office of justice of the peace within that Borough aforesaid, the liberties and 
precinct of the same, to wit, the Mayor and his deputy, and the afore- 
said three Aldermen, in presence of the Recorder aforesaid or his deputy, and the 
Recorder and his deputy in presence of the Mayor or his deputy for the 
time being ; to which indeed Mayor and Recorder and their deputies, 
we do give grant and confim by these presents full power and authority to 
administer such oaths as is aforesaid without any further warrant or commission 
from us our heirs or successors to be procured or obtained in that behalf. 

And in the Borough aforesaid lest anything should be admitted whereby 
the Burgesses of that Borough may fall into vice, or disturbance of our 
peace should be brought into that Borough, we will that the justices to keep 
the peace in the Borough aforesaid for the time being may not henceforth 
permit any person to sell, within that Borough, beer hopped or not hopped 
without lawful licence in that behalf first had and obtained, nor rashly and 
unadvisedly grant licence to such one. And if they do grant it, yet the 
same licence so granted to be put in writing and be subscribed by the hands 
of two of the justices aforesaid (of whom we will the Mayor of the borough 
aforesaid for the time being to be one) otherwise that licence to be void. 

And further we will, and by these presents for us our heirs and 
successors do grant and confirm to the aforesaid Mayor and Commonalty of the 
Borough aforesaid, and their successors, that henceforth for ever it may and 
shall be rightly lawful for the Mayor and Recorder of the Borough aforesaid, 
and their deputies, and the aforesaid three Aldermen of the same Borough 
for the time being, or any three of them (of whom we will the Mayor and 
Recorder of that Borough or their deputies for the time being to be two), 
each year at the four terms of the year according to the form of the statute 
therefor provided, in the aforesaid Common Hall of the Borough aforesaid, or 
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in any other convenient place within the same Borough, liberties and precinct 
of the same, to have, hold, and keep sessions of the peace concerning all 
things, matters, causes and offences within the said Borough, liberties or precinct 
of the same happening, touching, arising, done or perpetrated, and all and 
singular in the same sessions of peace to do and execute in as ample manner 
and form as the justices of the peace in the aforesaid County of Essex 
at the sessions of the peace held for that county do and execute, and can 
and may do and execute. 

We will moreover, and by these presents for us our heirs and 
successors do grant and confirm to the aforesaid Mayor and Commonalty of the 
Borough aforesaid and their successors, that the Mayor and Recorder of the 
Borough aforesaid, or their deputies for the time being, may have henceforth 
for ever the cognizances of all pleas, as well real as personal and mixed, and of 
other pleas of whatsoever lands and tenements being within the Borough aforesaid, 
liberties and precinct of the same, and also of pleas, assizes of novel 
disseisin, mort d' ancestor, redisseisins, attaints and certificates, also of pleas of 
debt, covenant, detinue, account, trespass and other pleas whatsoever within the 
borough aforesaid, liberties and precinct of the same arising or to arise, 
moved or to be moved in whatsoever our courts, to wit, before us, our 
heirs and successors, and before us in the chancery of us, our heirs and 
successors in their Chancery, or before the Treasurer and Barons of the Ex- 
chequer of us our heirs and successors, our justices of the Common Bench, 
and the justices of us our heirs and successors assigned to take any assizes, 
juries and certificates, and other our justices and ofiicers whomsoever. 

And that the Mayor and Recorder of the Borough aforesaid, or their 
deputies for the time being, shall hold and determine all such pleas before 
them in the aforesaid Common Hall of the Borough aforesaid, and shall duly 
execute what is therefor due. And that the same Mayor and Recorder of the 
Borough aforesaid, or their deputies for the time being, may have and hold 
the court of us our heirs and successors in the aforesaid Common Hall 
before the Mayor, or his deputy for the time being, each week on Mondays 
and Thursdays. And that the same Mayor and Recorder, or their deputies 
and their successors, shall hold all such pleas, to wit personal, in the 
court aforesaid by plaint before the Mayor and Recorder or their deputies 
in that court to be levied and affirmed, and to cause to be arrested and 
attached the persons against whom such plaint shall happen to be prosecuted 
or moved in the said court by process of law by their bodies, and their 
their goods and chattels within the Borough aforesaid, Hberties and precinct 
of the same, and cause their bodies to be committed to prison. And to hold 
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all other pleas of lands and tenements in the court aforesaid on Monday, from 
fortnight to fortnight, and all the pleas above said, and the pleas of our court 
of piepowder there, to hear and determine ; and the judgments thereof to give, 
and that they may for ever cause to be done the executions thereof, in the same 
manner and form and process as in the same Borough before these times they 
were accustomed to hear, determine and prosecute. 

And moreover we will, and by these presents for us our heirs and 
successors do grant and confirm to the aforesaid Mayor and Commonalty of 
the Borough aforesaid, and their successors, that they have henceforth for ever 
cognizance of pleas of debts and injuries arising within the Borough aforesaid, and 
the precinct of the same, pertaining to the jurisdiction of our Admiral of England, 
and power and authority to hold a court within the Borough aforesaid before 
the Mayor of the Borough aforesaid or his deputy for the time being each 
Thursday in each week for ever, concerning the same pleas, also may and can 
hear those pleas in the same court, and by due process of law bring to 
judgment and determine, and thereof to cause executions to be made. 

So nevertheless that our Admiral of England, or his lieutenant or 
deputy in the Borough aforesaid, the liberties and precinct of the same may enter 
and concerning those debts and injuries and of all other things which do con- 
cern the Admiralty can and may introduce himself as often as he will, 
notwithstanding. 

Whereas the lord Edward, the late King of England the Second, by 
his Letters Patent made under his Great Seal of England, bearing date at 
York in the twelfth year of his reign, granted to the Burgesses of the 
Borough aforesaid that the same Burgesses and their successors might for ever 
have in that Borough one fair each year to last for eight days, to wit, 
on the eve, and on the day, of St. Dennis, and for six days following 
unless that fair were to the annoyance of the neighbouring fairs ; and we from 
the representation of divers trustworthy Burgesses of the Borough aforesaid 
have received that it will be for the good of the same Borough if the 
fair aforesaid, granted in form aforesaid, be reduced to four days only. 
Therefore we will, and by these presents for us our heirs and successors, do 
grant and confirm to the aforesaid Mayor and Commonalty of the same borough, and 
to their successors, that they may have in the same borough a fair each year 
for four days only, to wit, on the eve and on the day of St. Dennis, 
and to last for two days then next following, unless that fair be to the annoy- 
ance of neighbouring fairs. 
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And further we will, and by these presents for us our heirs and 
successors do grant and confirm to the aforesaid Mayor and Commonalty of the 
borough aforesaid, and to their successors, that no one being a foreigner from the 
liberty of the Borough aforesaid may henceforth use any mystery, occupation or 
manual art within that borough, liberties, and precinct of the same, nor 
may buy or sell within the borough aforesaid, or the precinct of the same 
(except in the fairs at the time of those fairs), any goods or wares except victuals, 
by parcels or retail unless one contracting party be free of the liberty of that borough. 
And when any one foreign from the liberty of the borough aforesaid who 
hath bought of such other foreigner, or sold to him any goods or wares 
besides victuals within that Borough, or precinct of the same (except in 
the fairs at the time of those fairs), other than in gross, from time whereof 
the memory of man runneth not to the contrary, those goods and wares they 
were used and accustomed to forfeit, and the chief officers or officer of the same 
borough for the time being by himself, or his Ministers of that borough, or in 
default of the same chief officers, or of the same chief officer, any persons or 
person of the liberty of the borough aforesaid, being present from the whole time 
aforesaid, were used and accustomed to seize those goods and wares so forfeited 
into their hands, and by good and lawful men of the liberty of the same Borough 
to cause to be appraised, and those things so seized and appraised to detain and 
to dispose and convert to the use of the whole Commonalty of the same Borough, 
without any account to us or our ancestors late Kings and Queens of England 
before this thereof made, unless he who did forfeit them made redemption thereof 
by the price of the same. 

We have confirmed by these presents being willing that whatsoever 
shall henceforth be received for the common utility of the whole Commonalty 
of the borough aforesaid, according to the custom, from time whereof memory 
runneth not, used and approved in that borough, shall be safely laid up, and 
that the common treasure of the same borough so laid up be not converted 
to private uses, but be expended for the public weal of that borough, and not 
otherwise. 

And lest the limits and bounds of the borough aforesaid, and of the 
wards of the same (even if now sufficiently known), yet may, by the progress 
of time, vanish from the fleeting memory of men, whence strifes and discords 
may arise, we will and by these presents for us, our heirs and successors, do grant 
and confirm to the aforesaid Mayor and Commonalty of the borough aforesaid, and to 
their successors, that it may and sliall be lawful for the same Mayor and Com- 
monalty, and their successors, yearly, henceforth for ever, to make perambulation 
of the borough and wards aforesaid, and the limits and precinct of the same, 
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by metes and bounds in necessary places to be put, erected, and as often as 
sball be necessary renewed, that thus certain knowledge of those limits and 
bounds may be for ever retained 

And further, by these presents, for us our heirs and successors, we do 
ratify and confirm to the aforesaid Mayor and Commonalty of the borough 
aforesaid, and their successors, all and singular so many, so great, such, the same, 
of such kind, and the like hamlets, commons, pasture, marts, markets, court of piepowder, 
views of frankpledge and other courts, returns of writs, fisheries, fishings, waters, 
preserves of waters, banks, rivers, wharfs, quays, tronage, tolls, goods and 
chattels of felons, of felons of themselves, of outlaws, waifs, and howsoever 
convicted and condemned, . deodands, estrays, fines, amercements, profits, com- 
modities, advantages, emoluments, hereditaments, authorities, liberties, privileges, 
rights, jurisdictions, immunities, acquittances and exemptions whatsoever, how 
many, how great, of what sort, and which, the men and free burgesses of the 
borough aforesaid now lawfully may have, may hold, enjoy and use, or how many, 
how great, of what sort, and which any of them or their predecessors, Burgesses 
of the borough aforesaid, by whatsoever name, or whatsoever names, or by 
whatsoever incorporation they were known or incorporated, before this had, 
held, enjoyed, or used, or ought to have had, held, enjoyed, or used, to them and 
their successors by reason or virtue of any Charters or Letters Patent by any 
of our progenitors, or of our ancestors, late Kings or Queens of England, 
before this made, granted, or confirmed, or in any other lawful manner, right, 
title, custom, prescription, or use, before this lawfully used, had, or accustomed 
(except all and singular these presents in any way contrary, or in any Charter 
of grant or confirmation of any our progenitors or ancestors before this 
excepted), to have, hold, and enjoy to the same Mayor and Commonalty of 
the borough aforesaid, and their successors for ever, to the sole and proper 
use and behoof of the same Mayor and Commonalty, under the ancient farm 
thereof accustomed to be rendered to us; willing that the aforesaid Mayor 
and Commonalty of the borough aforesaid, and their successors, may have, hold, 
enjoy, and use for ever, all and singular the hamlets, commons, pastures, fairs, 
markets, court of piepowder, views of frankpledge, and other courts, returns of 
writs, fisheries, fishings, waters, preservations of waters, banks, rivers, wharfs, quays, 
tronage, toll, goods and chattels of felons, felons of themselves, outlaws, waifs, 
and howsoever convicted and condemned, deodands, estrays, profits, commodities, 
advantages, emoluments, hereditaments, authorities, liberties, privileges, rights, 
jurisdictions, immunities, acquittances, and those exemptions (except before 
excepted), according to the true intention of these presents, without let or 
hindrance of us, our heirs or successors, of the Justices, Sheriffs, Bailiffs, 
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Officers and Ministers of us, our heirs or successore whomsoever; willing 
moreover that the same Mayor and Commonalty, or . their successors, or any 
of them, or any of the Justices, Officers or Ministers of us, our heirs or 
successors, of the borough aforesaid, of or for debt, use, claim, or abuse of any 
of the liberties, franchises, or jurisdictions aforesaid before this made, may not 
be impeded nor molested, nor' compelled in any way to answer to those things, 
or any of them. 

Although express mention of the true yearly value, or of the 
certainty of the premises, or of any of them, or of other gifts 
or grants by us, or by any of our progenitors or predecessors to the aforesaid 
Mayor and Commonalty of the Borough of Colchester aforesaid, before these 
times made, be not made in these presents; or any statute, act, ordinance, 
provision, proclamation, or restriction to the contrary thereof before this had, 
made, issued, ordained, or provided, or any other thing, cause, or matter 
whatsoever in anything notwithstanding. 

In witness whereof we have made these our letters patent. 

Witness myself at "Westminster the third day of August, in the 
fifteenth year of our reign. 

By command of the King, for a fine of twenty marks. 

Howard. 

(Patent Roll, 15, Charters II., p. 19, No. 4). 



[Note. — The foregoing Translation was collated with the original Charter by Mr. Isaac H. Jbayes, 
of the British Museum]. 
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Borough of ^mS Colchester 



Surrenbet b^ tbe /Iha^or anb CommonaltiP 

to Cbarles II., 

Of their Charters, Letters Patent, &c., 
23ed June, 1684. 

TLO all TO WHOM THESE PRESENTS SHALL COME the 
Mayor and Commonaltie of the Burrough of Colchester in the County of 
Essex send Greeting. 

Ejiow ye that the said Mayor and Commonalty for good consider- 
acions them thereunto moveing have granted, and by the presentes doe grant, 
unto our most gratious soveraigne, Lord King Charles the second, his heirs 
and successors, ALL and singular the manors, messuages, landes, tenements, 
rentes, and hereditaments, with the appurtenances whatsoever, whereof or 
wherein the said Mayor and Commonalty are now, or at any time heretofore 
have beene, any ways seized interested or possessed in right of their Cor- 
poracion, or in their Corporate capacity, by any meanes howsoever. 

AND FURTHER for the cdnsideracions aforesaid the said Mayor and 
Commonalty have granted, surrendered and yielded up, and by these presentes 
doe grant, surrender and yield up, unto our said soveraigne Lord the Kinge's 
most excellent Majestye, ALL the franchises, Charters, Letters Patentes of 
incorporacion, powers, priviledges, libertyes and immunities whatsoever at any 
time or times heretofore granted, or holden and enjoyed by the said Mayor 
and Commonalty, or their or any of their predecessors, by any wayes or 
meanes, or by what name or names soever. 

IN WITNESSE whereof the said Mayor and Commonalty have 
hereunto caused their Common Scale to be affixed the three-and-twentieth day 
of June, in the six-and- thirtieth yeare of his said Majestye's raigne, and in 
the year of our Lord, 1684, 

AND BE IT REMEMBERED that by the order of the Most 
Honourable Francis Lord Gruilford, keeper of the Great Seal of England in 
these words to wit (Let it be inrolled ' 6th day of November, 1684, Guilford, 
C.S.) the writing aforesaid, word for word, as it is before written, was 
inrolled the seventh day of November in the year aforesaid. 

Inrolled. Examined. 

(Close Roll, 36 Charles II., part 14, No. 20). 
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SSorougb of '^w (lolcbester. 



dbarter of 36 Cbarles II. 

8th November, 1684. 

Charles tbe SeCOnb, by the grace of Ood, King of England, 
Scotland, France and Ireland, Defender of the Faith, &c., to all to whom 
these our Letters Patent shall come, greeting. 

Whereas our beloved and faithful subjects the Mayor and Commonalty 
of our ancient Borough of Colchester, in our County of Essex, by a certain 
writing of theirs, sealed under their common seal, bearing date the twenty- 
third of June, in the thirty-sixth year of our reign, for divers good con- 
siderations thereto moving them, having granted to us, our heirs and 
successors, all and singular the manors, messuages, lands, tenements, rents, 
and hereditaments whatsoever, with their appurtenances, of or in which the 
aforesaid Mayor and Commonalty were then or at any time before seized, 
interested, or in possession, by right of their Corporation, or in their 
corporate capacity, by any means whatsoever. 

And further whereas the said Mayor and Commonalty, for the 
considerations aforesaid, have granted, surrendered, and delivered to us all 
their franchises, charters, letters patent of incorporation, powers, privileges, 
liberties, and immunities whatsoever at any time or times heretofore granted 
to, or held and enjoyed by, the said Mayor and Commonalty, or by any of 
their predecessors, by any ways or means, or by whatever name or names, 
as by the aforesaid writing enrolled in the court of our Chancery of record 
is more fully plain and apparent. 

And whereas after the grant and surrender to us made as is afore- 
said, the aforesaid Burgesses of our Borough of Colchester aforesaid, have 
humbly besought us that we, by our Letters Patent under our great seal of 
England, would be graciously pleased to corporate, and to make a body 
corporate, the Burgesses of the ancient Borough of Colchester aforesaid, into 
one corporate body to last for ever, in such a way as should be pleasing to 
us, and to give and grant to them thus incorporated, and to their successors 
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for ever, all and singular the manors, messuages, lands, tenements, rents, 
hereditaments, franchises, liberties, privileges, and immimities whatsoever, 
which they the aforesaid Mayor and Commonalty of the Borough of 
Colchester, by the before-recited writing, sealed under their common seal, 
have granted, surrendered, and delivered to us. 

We therefore, consenting to the petition of our beloved subjects, the 
Burgesses of our ancient Borough of Colchester aforesaid, of our special 
grace, and of our certain knowledge and mere motion do give and grant, 
that the Borough of Colchester aforesaid may be and remain a free borough 
of itself, terminated by all its ancient and former limits and bounds. 

And that the Inhabitants and Free Burgesses of the borough afore- 
said, and their successors, in future times for ever, may, and shall be, one 
body corporate and politic in deed, fact, and name, by the name of the 
Mayor and Commonalty of the Borough of Colchester, in the County of 
Essex, and we do, for us, our heirs and successors, make, create, ordain, 
confirm and declare them, by these presents, by the name of the Mayor and 
Commonalty of the Borough of Colchester, in the County of Essex, one 
body corporate and poKtic in deed, fact, and name, in reality and fulness. 

And that by the same name they may have perpetual succession. 

And that they by the name of the Mayor and Commonalty of the 
Borough of Colchester, in the County of Essex, may, and shall be henceforth 
for ever, persons able, and in law capable, to have, take, acquire, and 
possess the manors, lands, tenements, rents, liberties, privileges, jurisdictions, 
franchises, and hereditaments of whatever kind, nature, or species, to them- 
selves and their successors, in fee and perpetuity, whether for term or terms 
of years whatsoever. And also the goods and chattels, and whatsoever other 
things, of whatever kind, nature, or species they may be. Also to give, 
grant, demise, assign, and dispose the manors, lands, tenements, hereditaments, 
goods and chattels, and to do and execute all and singular the other deeds 
and things concerning the aforesaid borough, by the name aforesaid. 

And that, by the same name of the Mayor and Commonalty of the 
Borough of Colchester in the county of Essex, they can and may plead and 
be impleaded, answer and be answered, defend and be defended, in all and 
singular the actions, pleas, suits, complaints, causes, matters and demands, real, 
personal or mixed, whatsoever, and of whatever kind in whatever courts, and 
before whatever judges or justices, or other officers and ministers of us our heirs 
and successors, moved or to be moved, in the same way and form as any 



other our lieges of our kingdom of England, persons able and in law capable, 
or ariy other corporate and poKtic body within our kingdom of England may 
and can have, take, acquire, give, grant, demise, assign, or dispose, or 
plead and be impleaded, answer and be answered, defend or be defended, do 
or execute. 

And that the Mayor and Commonalty of the Borough aforesaid and 
their successors may have a common seal to serve for their causes and 
businesses in any way concerning the borough aforesaid. 

And that it may and shall be well lawful for the same Mayor and 
Commonalty, and their successors, to break, alter, and make anew that seal, 
at their will, as it shall seem expedient to them. 

And we will and declare, and for ourselves, our heirs and suc- 
cessors, give and grant, that henceforth for ever there may and shall be 
within the borough aforesaid, of the free Burgesses of that borough, in form 
mentioned lower down in these presents, to be nominated and elected, one 
who shall be caUed the Mayor, twelve with the aforesaid Mayor who shall 
be called the Aldermen, fifteen others who shall be called the Assistants, 
and fifteen others who shall be called the Common Council of the same 
borough. And which indeed Aldermen, Assistants, and Common Council of 
the borough aforesaid, from time to time shall be advising and aiding the 
Mayor aforesaid for the time being in all causes, matters, and businesses 
touching, or in way concerning that borough. 

And further we will and declare and by those presents ordain, that 
henceforth for ever there may and shall be in the borough aforesaid a High 
Steward to counsel and direct the Mayor and Commonalty of the same borough 
in the principal businesses touching that borough. 

And further we will, and by these presents for us, our heirs and 
successors, do give and grant to the aforesaid Mayor and Commonalty of the 
Borough aforesaid, and their successors, that henceforth for ever they may and shall 
have in the borough aforesaid a man, good and fit, who shall be called 
Recorder of the borough aforesaid, both to counsel and direct the Mayor and 
Commonalty of the same borough in any businesses touching that borough, 
and to do and execute all other things which pertain to the office of 
Recorder within that borough, by himself or by his sufficient deputy. 

And further we will, and by these presents for us our heirs and suc- 
cessors ordain, that henceforth for ever there may and shall be within the 
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borough aforesaid, a man honest and upright, who shall be called the Common 
Clerk of the same borough, to be nominated by the Recorder of the borough 
aforesaid for the time being, which indeed Common Clerk, by himself or by 
his sufficient deputy, shall write and make all and singular the recognizances 
to be taken and acknowledged before the Mayor of the borough aforesaid, 
or any other Justice appointed to keep the peace within the same borough for 
the time being ; and shall transcribe and reduce them to parchment thus 
taken and acknowledged, and whatsoever laws, ordinances, constitutions, and 
provisions henceforth to be granted, ordained, or made by the Mayor, Alder- 
men, Assistants, and Common Council of the same borough for the time 
being, or the greater part of the same, in their Councils within the same 
borough for the good ride and government of that borough. Also shall 
make, write, annotate and enrol all processes and acts of court at the 
sessions of peace for the aforesaid borough to be held within that borough. 
And also all actions, complaints, pleas, processes and acts of court in whatever 
other courts within the aforesaid borough to be held. 

And also shall write and make all writings, charters, and muniments 
concerning the Mayor and Commonalty of the aforesaid borough, and their 
successors, in the right of their aforesaid body politic thus as is aforesaid 
incorporated. And shall cause to be done well and faithfully and shall 
execute all other things which pertain to the office of Common Clerk of the 
aforesaid borough. 

And further, we will, and for us, our heirs and successors do create, 
constitute, and make our beloved subject, John Stilleman, one of the Burgesses of 
the aforesaid borough, to become and be the first and new Mayor of the 
aforesaid borough, which indeed John Stilleman shall be and continue the 
Mayor of the borough aforesaid up to the Feast of St. Michael the Archangel, 
next following, and from that time until some other fit person from the 
Aldermen shall be elected and sworn, if the same John Stilleman so long 
shall live, in such manner as is mentioned below in these Letters Patent. 

And further, for the better rule of the borough aforesaid^ for us, 
our heirs and successors, we do nominate, create, constitute, and make our 
beloved Thomas Talcott, Henry Lambe, William Moore, Ralph Cresfield, 
William Flanner, John Rayner, Nathaniel Laurence, Thomas Greene, Samuel 
Mot, Alexander Hindmers, William Boyes, and the aforesaid John Stilleman, 
now being free Burgesses of the aforesaid borough, the first and new 
Aldermen of the aforesaid borough. And our beloved Thomas Ruse, John 
Beacon, William Walker, John Seabrooke, Edward Lock, Henry Churchman, 
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William Cater, Richard Boyes, Benjamiu Cock, Thomas Loveney, John Potter, 
Joseph Thurstone, Henry Lambe, junior, Stephen Na gg, and Thomas Lambe, 
now being free Burgesses of the borough aforesaid, the first and new 
Assistants. And our beloved Richard Hawksbee, John Edlin, Samuel Angi'er, 
Jasper Waters, John Stone, John Maynard, Richard Walker, Allen Garrard, 
John Scolden, John Prior, William Francis, Simon Hayward, William Bowler, 
Ralph Cresfeild, junior, and Thomas Earle, now in like manner being free 
Burgesses of the aforesaid borough, the first and new men of the Common 
Council of the aforesaid borough. And our very beloved and faithful 
cousin and Councillor Alberic de Vere, Earl of Oxford, the first and new 
High Steward, and our very dear cousin and Councillor Christopher, Duke 
of Albemarle, the first and new Recorder of the borough aforesaid. 

And further we will and grant for us, our heirs and successors that on 
the Monday next after the Feast of the Beheading of St. John Baptist, next 
following, and so on each Monday next after the Feast of the beheading of 
St. John, Baptist, henceforth for ever, it shall be well lawful, for the 
Assistants and Members of the Common Council aforesaid or the greater part 
of the same to nominate two of the Aldermen of the same borough for the 
time being, who within six months at least before such nomination should 
have received the Holy Eucharist according to the form by law prescribed 
in the English Church, and to present their names to the then Mayor and 
to the rest of the Aldermen then present, which indeed Mayor and the rest 
of the Aldermen then present or the greater part of the same shall elect 
one out of the same two Aldermen thus nominated, as Mayor of the afore- 
said Borough, and that he who shall have thus been elected Mayor of the aforesaid 
Borough after that election made, and before he be admitted to execute the 
office of Mayor, namely on the Feast of St. Michael the Archangel next 
ensuing shall take the oath of Allegiance and Supremacy, and the oath 
mentioned in the Act made for the good government and regulation of 
Corporations in the 13 th year of our reign, together with the Oath of 
the Mayor for the due execution of his office of Mayor aforesaid, and also 
shall subscribe the declaration prescribed and mentioned in the aforesaid Act 
for the good government and regulation of Corporations, which indeed several 
oaths and subscription, we, by these our Letters Patent direct and require and 
give and grant power and authority to tho Mayor and Aldermen of the 
Borough aforesaid or the greater part of the same in the court of the Mayor 
and Aldermen to give, administer and require. 

And after those oaths taken and that subscription made so as is 
aforesaid, he can and may execute the Office of Mayor of the Borough afore- 
said for one whole year then next following, and from that time until another 
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who within six months at least before his nomination should have received 
the Holy Eucharist in form aforesaid shall be duly elected, preferred and 
sworn to that office. 

And thus these things shall be observed from year to year, each 
year for ever, and as often as he who shall have been elected Mayor of 
the Borough aforesaid shall die, or shall have refused to undertake the office 
of Mayor of the same borough, or shall have been removed. 

We will also and by these presents declare that a similar nomination 
and election be made as in these presents is before just mentioned, and that 
the person newly elected, the Holy Eucharist having been received by him 
in form aforesaid, and the oaths and subscription as before taken and made 
by him, he may execute the office of Mayor of the same borough in 'form 
aforesaid. And if it shall happen that any Mayor of the borough aforesaid 
die in his Mayoralty or be removed from the office of bis Mayoralty, then 
and in such case, until some other fit person who should have received the 
Holy Eucharist in form aforesaid shall have been elected Maj^or of the Borough 
aforesaid, and shall take the several oaths aforesaid, and shall make the sub- 
scription in form aforesaid, and shall have been admitted to the office of 
Mayor aforiesaid, he who shall be the chief Alderman of the Borough 
aforesaid for the time being, the Mayoralty being vacant, within the Borough 
aforesaid, may and can execute the office of Mayor aforesaid. And thus 
these things shall be observed from time to time as often as the case shall 
so arise for ever. 

And further we will, and by these presents for us our heirs and 
successors grant, that if it shall happen that any one of the aforesaid Alder- 
men of the Borough aforesaid before constituted or by virtue of these presents 
hereafter to be elected, die or be removed from his office of Alderman of 
the same Borough that then, after the death or removal of such Alderman, to 
wit at a suitable and fitting time and so soon as may be convenient, it may 
and shall be well lawful for the aforesaid Assistants and Members of the 
Common Council or the greater part of the same for the time being to 
nominate two from the Assistants of the same Borough for the time being, 
(provided neither of them exercise the mystery of an Innkeeper or Brewer, 
who should have received the Holy Eucharist within six months at least before 
in. form aforesaid and to present their names to the Mayor and Aldermen of 
the Borough aforesaid, which indeed Mayor and the rest of the Aldermen at 
that time surviving or the greater part of the same (of whom we will the 
Mayor of the Borough aforesaid for the time being to be one) may elect and 
prefer one of the same Assistants so nominated and presented to them, as is 
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aforesaid, to be an Alderman of that Borough in the place and office of such 
Alderman thus dead or removed, which indeed Alderman so elected- before 
his admission to the office aforesaid shall take the several oaths aforesaid 
mentioned in the Act aforesaid, together with the Oath of the Aldermen of 
the Borough aforesaid, and shall subscribe the Declaration aforesaid in the 
Act aforesaid in like manner mentioned, in such manner as is mentioned 
above in these our letters patent. And these things shall be observed from 
time to time as often as the case shall happen for ever. 

We will also, and by these presents for us, our heirs and successors, 
give and grant, that when it shall happen that any one of the aforesaid 
Assistants of the borough aforesaid, or hereafter to be elected, by virtue of 
these presents, die, or be removed from his office of Assistant of the same 
borough, then, and in such case, after the death or removal of such Assistant, 
to wit, at a suitable and fitting time, and as quickly as may be convenient, 
it may and shall be well lawful for the rest of the Assistants, and for the 
members of the Common Council of the borough aforesaid, for the time 
being, or for the greater part of the same, to nominate two from the 
Common Council of the borough aforesaid, for the time being, who should 
have received within six months at least before such presentation, the Holy 
Eucharist, according to the form prescribed by law in the English Church, 
to be an Assistant of that borough, in the place and office of such Assistant thus 
dead or removed, and to present their names to the Mayor and Aldermen 
of the borough aforesaid. "Which indeed Mayor and Aldermen of the borough 
aforesaid, or the greater part of the same, of whom we will the Mayor of 
the borough aforesaid for the time being to be one, may elect and prefer 
one from the same two persons thus presented to them as is aforesaid, into 
the place and office of such Assistant so dead or removed. Which indeed 
person so elected, before his admission among the Assistants aforesaid, shall 
take the several oaths mentioned in the aforesaid Act, and the oath of the 
Assistants of the borough aforesaid, and shall subscribe the declaration afore- 
said, in such manner as above in these our Letters Patent is mentioned. 

And these things shall be observed from time to time, as often as 
the case shall arise, for ever. 

And further we will, and by these presents for us, our heirs and suc- 
cessors, do give and grant, that when it shall happen that any one of the 
aforesaid Common Council of the borough aforesaid, or to be elected in the 
future by virtue of these presents, die, or be removed from his office of one 
of the Common Council of the borough aforesaid, after the death or removal 
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of such one of the Common Council, to wit, at a suitable and fitting time, 
and as quickly as shall be convenient, it may and shall be well lawful for the 
rest of the members of the Common Council, and the aforesaid Assistants of 
the borough aforesaid, or the greater part of the same, to present to the 
Mayor and Aldermen of the borough aforesaid the names of two discreet 
Burgesses, of the borough aforesaid, of honest life and conversation, and who 
within siK months at least before such presentation, should have received the 
Holy Eucharist according to the form appointed by law in the English 
Church, out of which two, they, the aforesaid Mayor and Aldermen, or the 
greater part of the same, of whom we will the Mayor of the borough aforesaid, 
for the time being, to be one, shall elect one to be one of the Common 
Council of the borough aforesaid, which indeed person so elected, before his 
admission to the place or office of one of the Common Council of the borough 
aforesaid, shall take the several oaths aforesaid mentioned in the Act aforesaid, 
together with the oath of one of the Common Council of the borough aforesaid, 
and shall subscribe the declaration aforesaid in such manner as is mentioned 
above in these our Letters Patent. 

And these things shall be observed from time to time, as often as the 
case shall, arise, for ever. 

We will moreover, and by these presents, for us our heirs and successors, 
do give and grant to the aforesaid Mayor and Commonalty of the borough afore- 
said, and their successors, that if any one who hereafter shall be elected to 
the office of Mayor, Alderman, Assistant, or member of the Common Council 
of the borough aforesaid, or to any other office within the borough aforesaid, 
in due manner, and in form aforesaid, being a member of the body of the 
borough aforesaid, so as is aforesaid corporate, and participating in the 
liberty of the same, and having notice of such his election, shall refuse to 
take the several oaths aforesaid, as is prescribed for such persons respectively 
to take, and to subscribe the aforesaid declaration, or after the taking of the 
several oaths, and after subscription of the aforesaid declaration shall refuse to 
exercise the same office to which he shall have been elected, that then, and so 
often, it may and shall be well lawful for the Mayor, Aldermen, and 
Common Council of the borough aforesaid for the time being, or the greater 
part of them, to impose a reasonable fine on anyone so refusing. 

And further we will and by these presents for us our heirs and 
successors do give and grant to the aforesaid Mayor and Commonalty, and 
their successors that, when it shall happen that the aforesaid High Steward of 
the Borough aforesaid, or one hereafter to be elected by these presents die 
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or be removed or resign his office of High Steward of the same Borough, 
after the death, removal or resignation of such High Steward, to wit, at a 
suitable and fitting time and as quickly as may be convenient, it may and 
shall be well lawful to the Mayor, Aldermen, Assistants and Common Council for 
the time being or for the greater part of the same, to elect and prefer one 
other High Steward of the Borough aforesaid in the place of such High 
Steward so dead or resigning, who within six months at least before such 
election should have received the Holy Eucharist according to the form pre- 
scribed in the English Church, and who before his admission into the office 
aforesaid shall take the several oaths of Allegiance and Supremacy, and the 
oath mentioned in the Act for the good government and regulation of Cor- 
porations, and shall also subscribe the declaration prescribed and mentioned 
in the aforesaid Act for the government and regulation of Corporations. And 
these things shall be observed from time to time as often as the case shall 
arise for ever. 

And further we will, and for us our heirs and successors do give 
and grant to the aforesaid Mayor and Commonalty and their successors that, 
when it shall happen that the said Recorder of the Borough aforesaid, or one 
by these presents hereafter to be elected, die or be removed or resign his office 
of Recorder aforesaid, after the death, removal or resignation of such Recorder, 
to wit, at a suitable and fitting time, and so quickly as may be convenient 
it may be and shall be well lawful for the Mayor, Aldermen, Assistants, and 
Common Council of the Borough aforesaid for the time being or for the 
greater part of the same to elect and prefer one other man, honest, upright, and fit 
to be Recorder of that Borough in place of such Recorder so dead, resigning 
or removed, who within six months at least before such election should have 
received the Holy Eucharist according to the form prescribed in the English 
Church, and who before his admission into the office aforesaid shall take the 
several oaths of Allegiance and Supremacy, and the oath mentioned in the 
Act for the government and regulation of Corporations. And these things 
shall be observed from time to time as often as the case shall arise for ever. 

And further, we will and grant, that all and singular the Officers and 
Justices of the Peace of the borough aforesaid, in these presents nominated and 
constituted, or hereafter to be elected, shall continue in their respective offices 
during such time as within the space of seven years now last past was 
accustomed within the borough aforesaid, subject however to the regulations in 
these presents mentioned. 

And further, we will and grant that the Common Clerk aforesaid, to 
be nominated by the Recorder aforesaid as Common Clerk aforesaid, shall be a 
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person who, within six months at least before such presentation has received 
the Holy Eucharist, according to the form prescribed by law in the EngHsh 
Church, and that he shall take the several oaths of allegiance and supremacy, 
and the aforesaid oath in the said Act for the good government and regulation 
of Corporations, together with the oath of the Common Clerk of the borough 
aforesaid, and also shall subscribe the declaration in the aforesaid Act mentioned, 
which indeed several oaths so having been taken, and the subscription made, 
such Common Clerk, by himself or his sufficient deputy, may exercise, enjoy, 
and use the office of Common Clerk aforesaid, together with all pledges, fees, 
rewards, and profits belonging to the same office, during the goodwill of the 
Recorder of the borough aforesaid for the time being. 

And further we will, and for us our heirs and successors, we give 
and grant to the aforesaid Mayor and Commonalty, and their successors, that 
the Mayor, Aldermen, Assistants, and Common Council of the borough aforesaid, 
for the time being, or the greater part of the same, whereof we will the 
Mayor, or his deputy for the time being, to be one, from time to time, and 
at all times hereafter, to nominate and elect all other officers and ministers 
whatsoever to serve within the borough aforesaid. 

And because the dignity of that place is altogether lost where that which 
shall conduce to decorum is not observed, therefore we will, and by these presents 
for us, our heirs and successors, do give and grant to the aforesaid Mayor 
and Commonalty of the borough aforesaid, and their successors, that the Mayor 
of the borough aforesaid, for the time being, cloaked in the mayoral robe, and 
the Aldermen, Assistants, and Common Council of the same borough, for the 
time being, clad in robes designating their respective offices, shall on Sundays, 
feast days, and solemn days repair to church, from the mansion house of the 
same Mayor, within the same borough, to hear divine service celebrated in the 
same church, and that the Serjeants at mace of the borough aforesaid, for the 
time being, together with the other Officers of the same borough, be in 
attendance on the same Mayor, each Serjeant at mace carrying a silver or 
gilt - mace, engraven and ornamented with the emblem of our arms, and in 
presence of the same Mayor for the time being. 

We will further, and for us, our heirs and successors, do give and 
grant, that in each election of Officer or Minister within the borough aforesaid, 
hereafter to be made, in which the Mayor of the same borough for the time 
being has a vote, and the voters in their votes are equally divided, then the 
Mayor may have in that case a double vote. 
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And further, we will, and for us, our heirs and successors, 
do give and grant to the aforesaid Mayor and Commonalty of the borough 
aforesaid, and their successors, that if it shall happen that the Mayor of the 
borough aforesaid for the time being be kept away by infirmities, or be engaged 
in the service of us, our heirs or successors, outside the borough aforesaid, so 
that he cannot attend to the necessary businesses of that borough touching the 
office of Mayor of the same borough, or for any other reasonable cause be 
gone out of that borough, that then and so often it may and shall be well 
lawful for the same Mayor to place and appoint one upright and discreet man 
from the Aldermen of the borough aforesaid, for the time being, who, within 
six months at least before such appointment should have received the Holy 
Eucharist, in form aforesaid, to become and be his deputy during his infirmity 
or absence, which indeed deputy so to be placed and appointed before he be 
admitted to execute the office of Deputy- Mayor within the borough aforesaid, 
shall take the several oaths heretofore mentioned for the Mayor to take, and 
shall subscribe the before-mentioned declaration, and after those oaths so taken 
and subscription made, may, and can take part in whatsoever causes, things? 
or businesses in any way touching the borough aforesaid, and cause to be done 
and execute all and singular those things which pertain to the office of Mayor 
of the borough aforesaid, to all purposes, and in as ample manner and form, 
during the infirmity or absence of the Mayor thus infirm or absent, as the 
Mayor himself can and may do. 

And thus from time to time, as often as it shall so happen, for ever. 

We will also, and by these presents for us, our heirs and successors, 
do grant to the aforesaid Mayor and Commonalty of the same borough and their 
successors, that if it shall happen that the Recorder of the borough afoi*esaid for 
the time being be kept away by infirmity, or in the service of us our heirs 
or successors be engaged outside the Borough aforesaid, or should be otherwise 
occupied so that he cannot attend to the necessary businesses of the Borough 
touching the office of Recorder of that Borough, that then and so often it may 
and shall be well lawful for the same Recorder to place and appoint in his place 
a man upright, skilled in the laws, and fit, who within six months at least before 
such appointment should have received the Holy Eucharist in form aforesaid, 
to become and be his Deputy during his infirmity or absence, which indeed 
Deputy so to be placed and appointed, before he be admitted to exercise the 
office of Deputy Recorder within the Borough aforesaid, shall take the several 
oaths before mentioned for the Recorder to take, and shall subscribe the before- 
mentioned declaration, and after those oaths so as aforesaid taken, and subscription 
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made he can and may do and execute during such- in^rmity or absence oi 
the Recorder himself thus infirm or absent, all and singular those things which 
pertain to the Ofiice of Recorder of the Borough aforesaid, to be done in as 
ample manner and form as the Recorder himself can and may do. 

And this from time to time, as often as the case shall happen, for 
ever. 

And further we will, and for us, our heirs and successors, do give 
and grant to the aforesaid Mayor and Commonalty of the Borough aforesaid and 
their successors, that it may and shall be lawful for the Mayor, Aldermen, 
and Recorder or, in the infirmity or absence of the Mayor and Recorder, the 
Deputy-Mayor and Deputy Recorder in form aforesaid to be appointed, or 
for the greater part of the same (whereof we will the Mayor and Recorder 
or their Deputies to be two) to make, draw up, and ordain a form or forms 
of oath or oaths fit to be taken from time to time respectively by each of 
the Officers and Ministers of the Borough aforesaid and by the Deputy-Mayor 
and Deputy-Recorder of the Borough aforesaid. 

And further we constitute and appoint the Mayor and Aldermen of 
the Borough aforesaid or the greater part of the same and in the absence 
or infirmity of the Mayor and the Deputy Mayor and Aldermen of the 
Borough aforesaid, or the greater part of the same, and, in the vacancy of the 
Mayor, then the greater part of the Aldermen, to administer that form of oath 
or those forms of oaths thus made, drawn up and ordained, and also all the 
other before-mentioned oaths and subscription for the same Officers, Ministers, 
and Deputies respectively from time to time in the Court of the Mayor and 
Aldermen of the Borough aforesaid, without any further commission or warrant 
from us, our heirs and successors, to be procured or obtained in that behalf. 

We will also, and by these presents do grant, that the Mayor in these 
presents ' before nominated and appointed shall take the aforesaid several oaths 
and shall make the subscription in presence of the Eecorder in these presents 
before nominated and appointed, and that the Recorder and all other the 
Officers and Members in these presents nominated and appointed shall take 
the aforesaid several oaths respectively, and each of them shall take them 
and shall make the subscription in presence of the aforesaid Mayor heretofore 
nominated and appointed, and this without other warrant or co&mission from 
us in that behalf to be procured or obtained. 

We will moreover, and by these presents for us, our heirs and 
successors, do give and grant to the aforesaid Mayor and Commonalty of the same 
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borough and their successors for ever that the Mayor, Aldermen, Assistants, 
and Common Council of the borough aforesaid for the time being, or any 
eighteen or more of the same, whereof the Mayor of the borough aforesaid 
for the time being, we will to be one, may have, and from time to time henceforth 
for ever shall have full power and authority to assemble in the common hall of 
the borough aforesaid, and there to make, draw up, constitute, ordain and 
estabHsh good, healthy, honest, useful, necessary, and reasonable laws, con- 
stitutions, ordinances and provisions according to their sound discretions for 
the good rule and government of the borough aforesaid, and of all and singular 
the officers, ministers, artificers, inhabitants and residents within that borough, and 
the bounds, limits, and precinct of the same, and of others resorting to the 
borough aforesaid, and for the declaration in what manner and order the 
same Mayor, Aldermen, Assistants, and Common Council, and aU and singular 
the ofiicers and ministers of the borough aforesaid, shall bear themselves 
within the borough aforesaid, and the bounds, limits, and precinct of the same, 
on Sundays, feast days, and solemn days for the greater dignity of that 
borough, also in what manner the same Mayor, Aldermen, Assistants, Common 
Council, officers, and ministers, and all and singular the Burgesses, artificers, 
inhabitants and residents of the borough aforesaid, in all future times whatever 
shall hold and dispose themselves in their offices, mysteries, duties or handicrafts 
within that Borough, and the bounds, limits and precinct of the same, for 
the public good and common utility of the said Borough. And also for the 
victualling of the same Borough, also for other causes and things whatsoever 
touching or in any way concerning that Borough. And we will that the same 
laws, constitutions, ordinances, and provisions thus drawn up, constituted, 
ordained, and established, be put in due execution, which indeed laws, con- 
stitutions, ordinances, and provisions we will also to be observed under such pains 
and penalties, by reasonable fines and amercements, to be contained in the same 
laws, constitutions, ordinances, and provisions, to be imposed on and upon 
delinquents against the same, as shall seem necessary to the same Mayor, 
Aldermen, Assistants, and Common Council, or the greater part of the same 
(whereof we will the aforesaid Mayor of the borough, for the time being, to 
be one), to be imposed for the better observance of those laws, constitutions, 
ordinances and provisions, and that they be able and have power to levy, 
receive and have those fines and amercements so imposed to the use of the 
Mayor and Commonalty of the Borough aforesaid without the hindrance of 
us, our heirs or successors, and without any account to us our heirs or 
successors thereof being rendered. So however that those laws, constitutions, 
ordinances, and provisions, and the pains and penalties to be contained in 
the same, be not contrary to the laws, statutes or customs of our Realm of 
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England. And that full and swift justice may be the better applied within 
the borough aforesaid to all our subjects there residing, and thither resorting, 
according to the exigence of the law. 

We will further, and by these presents ordain, that the Mayor 
and Recorder of the Borough aforesaid, and their deputies and that Alder- 
man who was Mayor of the same Borough at the time of the surrender 
before recited, and he who hereafter shall be the last Mayor of the Borough 
aforesaid, as well as two other Aldermen yearly to be elected by the Mayor 
or his Deputy and by the Aldermen of the Borough aforesaid or the greater 
part of the same at the usual time before the surrender above recited (which 
indeed two Aldermen within six months at least before such election should 
have received the Holy Eucharist in form aforesaid) may and shall be our 
justices, and each of them may and shall be the justice of us, our heirs and 
successors, to preserve and guard the peace within the same Borough, Kberty 
and precinct of the same, and also to guard the statutes and ordinances at 
Winchester, Northampton and Westminster for the preservation of the same peace, 
and the statutes and ordinances there and at Cambridge concerning hunters, 
workmen, artificers, servants, hostlers, mendicants, vagabonds, and other begging 
men who call themselves travelling men. And also a certain other statute 
passed in the parliament of the Lord Henry the fifth late King of England 
held at Westminster aforesaid, concerning counterfeiting, clipping, washing 
and other falsifying of the money of our land, also all other ordinances 
and statutes made, and to be made, for the good of the peace of us our 
heirs and successors and the quiet rule and government of the people of 
us our heirs and successors in all and singular their articles within the 
Borough aforesaid, the liberty and precinct of the same, and to chastise and 
punish all those whom they shall find delinquents against the form of the 
ordinances and statutes, according to those ordinances and statutes and also 
for all those who shaU do injuries to any of the people of us or our heirs 
and successors in respect of their bodies, or of firing of their houses to find 
for them sufficient security for peace and their good behaviour towards us and 
the people of us, our heirs and successors. And if such persons shall 
refuse to find such security, then to cause them to be safely guarded in the 
prison of us our heirs and successors of our Borough aforesaid until they 
shall have found such security. 

And further that they or any three of them (whereof we will the 
Mayor and Recorder of the borough aforesaid, or their deputies for the time 
being, to be two), may have full power and authority henceforth for ever 
to enquire by thef oaths of upright and lawful men of the borough aforesaid, 
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the liberty and precinct oi the same, by wbom tbe trutb oi the matter may be 
the better known, concerning all felonies, trespasses, forestallers, regraters, 
and extortions within the borough aforesaid, the liberty and precinct of the 
same, by whomsoever and howsoever done or perpetrated, and which henceforth 
shall happen to be done there. And also concerning all and singular other 
things within the borough aforesaid, the liberty and precinct of the same, 
howsoever done, attempted, or perpetrated, and which henceforth shall happen 
to be done, perpetrated, or attempted to be done there, whereof the guardians 
of the peace of us, our heirs and successors, and the justices of us, our 
heirs and successors, appointed or to be appointed to enquire concerning 
such felonies, trespasses and misdeeds in any county of our Realm of England, 
by virtue of the ordinances and statutes aforesaid, or of other ordinances or 
statutes before these times done, or hereafter to be done, according to the force 
and efEect of the Letters Patent of us, our heirs and successors, made, and to 
be made, for them therein, ought and are accustomed to be enquired into. 
And for the hearing and determining of aU and singular the premises and 
other things whatsoever done, attempted, or perpetrated, or henceforth to be 
done, attempted, or perpetrated, which, by such guardians of the peace of us, 
our heirs and successors, and the justices of us, our heirs and successors, 
appointed or to be appointed to hear and determine such felonies, trespasses, 
and misdeeds in any county of our Realm of England, ought and are 
accustomed to be discussed and determined, by virtue of the ordinances and 
statutes aforesaid, and of our Letters Patent, by the same Mayor, Recorder, 
and their deputies, and by the aforesaid three Aldermen of the borough aforesaid, 
or by any three of them (whereof we will the Mayor and Recorder of the 
borough aforesaid, or their deputies for the time being, to be two), according 
to the laws and customs of our Realm of England, and the form of the 
ordinances and statutes aforesaid. 

So that all writs, precepts, and other warrants for the performance of 
the premises, and each of them, may be directed to the ministers of the borough 
aforesaid, and by them may be executed without any writ, precept, or warrant 
being in any way therefor directed to the Sheriffs or the Coroners of us, our 
heirs or successors, of the county of Essex. 

So also that the guardians of the peace of us, our heii's or successors, 
appointed or to be appointed to hear and determine such felonies, trespasses, 
and misdeeds in the county of Essex done or perpetrated, to be done or per- 
petrated, may not enter, nor any one of them enter the borough aforesaid, the 
liberty and precinct of the same, to do anything which belongs to such guardian of 
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the peace or justice, nor may intrude themselves, nor any one of them intrude 
himself therefor in any way, without special licence of us, our heirs or successors. 

We wiU also that the aforesaid Mayor and Recorder of the aforesaid 
borough, and his deputies, and the aforesaid three Aldermen of the same 
borough for the time being, before they be admitted to exercise the office of 
justice of the peace within that borough shall take, and each of them take, 
their corporal oaths on the Holy Grospels of God, according to the laws and 
statutes of our Realm of England, in such case provided, to well and faith- 
fully execute the office of justice of the peace within the borough aforesaid, 
the liberty and precinct of the same, namely, the Mayor and his deputy, 
and the aforesaid three Aldermen, in presence of the Recorder aforesaid or his 
deputy, and the Recorder and his deputy in presence of the Mayor or his 
deputy for the time being ; to which indeed Mayor and Recorder and their 
deputies, we give and grant by these presents full power and authority to 
administer such oaths so as is aforesaid without any further warrant or com- 
mission to be procured or obtained in that behalf from us, our heirs or 
successor, or successors. 

We will also, further, and grant that our justices for preserving the 
peace in the said borough, for the time being, may not permit any person to 
sell henceforth beer hopped or unhopped, within that borough, without lawful 
licence in that behalf first had and obtained, nor may grant such licence 
rashly and without consideration to anyone. And if they should grant it, yet 
the same licence so granted be made in writing and subscribed by the hands 
of two justices aforesaid (of whom we will the Mayor of the borough aforesaid 
for the time being to be one), otherwise that Hcence shall be void. 

And further we will, and by these presents for us our heirs and 
successors do grant and confirm to the aforesaid Mayor and Commonalty of the 
Borough aforesaid, and their successors, that henceforth for ever it may and 
shall be well lawfid for the Mayor and Recorder of the borough aforesaid, 
and their deputies, and the aforesaid thi"ee Aldermen of the same borough 
for the time being, or for any three of them (of whom we will the Mayor and 
Recorder of that borough, or their deputies for the time being, to be two), 
each year at the four times of the year according to the form of the statute 
therefore issued and provided, in the aforesaid Common Hall of the borough 
aforesaid, or in any other convenient place within the same borough, liberty 
and precinct of the same, to have, hold, and to keep sessions of peace 
concerning all things, matters, causes and offences happening, arising, emerging, 
done, or perpetrated within the said borough, the liberty and precinct of the 
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same, and to do and execute all and singular things in the same sessions of 
peace in as ample a way and form as the justices of our peace in the 
aforesaid county of Essex, at sessions of the peace to be held for that county 
in such case do and execute, and can and may do and execute. 

Provided always, and further we will and declare that any election of 
Mayor, Alderman, Assistant, member of the Common Council of the borough 
aforesaid, High Steward, Recorder, Justice for the Peace, Deputy-Mayor and 
Deputy-Recorder of the borough aforesaid, made contrary to the direction 
heretofore mentioned, and of persons not qualified in form aforesaid, shall be 
absolutely void, to all intentions and purposes whatsoever. 

Provided also, always, that it may and shall be allowed to us, our 
heirs and successors, from time to time, and at all times hereafter, in our Privy 
Council, by order of us, our heirs or successors, to put out and remove the 
aforesaid Mayor, Aldermen, Assistants, Common Council, High Steward, Recorder, 
Justices of the Peace, the Deputy-Mayor and Deputy- Recorder, by us in these 
our letters nominated, or any other person or persons to be elected hereafter 
into the offices aforesaid, and moreover that the place or office of such person 
so removed, shall be void, and moreover that the electors, in form aforesaid, 
shaU proceed to the election of any other fit person or persons in the place of 
the person or persons so removed and put out by us, our heirs or successors, 
in Privy Council as is aforesaid, which indeed person or persons so to be 
elected, before the admission into such place and office, shall take the aforesaid 
several oaths before mentioned and appointed to be taken by such office, and 
shall subscribe the declaration in the form aforesaid. 

We will moreover, and by these presents for us our heirs and 
successors do give and grant to the aforesaid Mayor and Commonalty of the 
Borough aforesaid and their successors, that the Mayor and Recorder of the 
Borough aforesaid, or his deputy for the time being, may have henceforth for 
ever cognizances of all pleas, as well real as personal and mixed, and of 
other pleas whatsoever of lands and tenements being within the Borough aforesaid, 
the liberty and precinct of the same, and also of pleas of assize of novel 
disseisin, mort d'ancestor, redisseisin, attaints and certifyings, also of pleas of 
debt, covenant, detinue, account, trespass and other pleas whatsoever within the 
borough aforesaid, the liberty and precinct of the same arising or to arise, 
moved or to be moved, as in all our Charters, to wit, before us, our 
heirs and successors, and before us in the Chancery of us, our heirs and 
successors or before the Treasurer and Barons of the Exchequer of us our 
heirs and successors, or our justices of Common Bench, and the justices of 
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us our heirs and successors, appointed for whatever assizes, juries and certi- 
fyings to be taken and our other justices and officers whatsoever may be had 
and held. 

And that the Mayor and Recorder of the Borough aforesaid, or their 
deputies for the time being, may hold and determine all such pleas before 
them in the Common Hall of the Borough aforesaid. And tliat the same Mayor 
and Recorder of the Borough aforesaid, or their deputies for the time being, 
may have and hold the court of us our heirs and successors in the aforesaid 
Common Hall in presence of the Mayor and Recorder,, or their deputies for 
the time being, each week on Monday and Thursday. And that the same 
Mayor and Recorder or their deputies have power to hold all such pleas, to 
be levied and affirmed in court by plaints in presence of the Mayor and 
Recorder or their deputies, and to hold aU other pleas of lands and tenements 
in the court aforesaid on Monday, from fortnight to fortnight, and to hold there 
all the pleas above said, and pleas of our court of piepowder, and to render 
judgments in the same, and may cause to be made executions in the same 
for ever in the same manner and form, and by the same processes, as in the 
same Borough at any time before the surrender to us of the Charters and 
Letters Patent heretofore in these Letters Patent recited, the late Mayor and 
Recorder of the Borough aforesaid, or their Deputies, have been accustomed 
to hold and prosecute them. 

And further we will, and by these presents for us our heirs and 
successors do give and grant to the aforesaid Mayor and Commonalty of 
the Borough aforesaid, and their successors, that they may have hereafter for ever 
cognizance of pleas concerning debts and injuries arising within the Borough 
aforesaid, and the precinct of the same, belonging to the jurisdiction of our 
Admiral of England, and power and authority to hold courts within the Borough 
aforesaid in presence of the Mayor of the aforesaid Borough, or his deputy 
for the time being, on each Thursday in each week for ever, concerning the 
same pleas, and also they may and can hear and by due process of law 
bring to judgment and determine those pleas, in the same court, and cause 
to be done executions for the same. So, however, that our Admiral of Eng- 
land, or hie lieutenant or deputy, may and can enter into the Borough aforesaid, 
the liberty and precinct of the same, and intrude himself concerning those debts 
and injuries and all other things which touch our Admiralty as often as he shall 
will, notwithstanding. 

And further we will, and by these presents for us our heirs and 
successors do give and grant to the aforesaid Mayor and Commonalty of the 
borough aforesaid, and their successors, that no one who is a foreigner from the 
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liberty of the borough aforesaid may henceforth use any mystery, occupation or 
handicraft within that borough, the liberty and precinct of the same, nor 
buy or sell within the borough aforesaid, or precinct of the same, except 
in the markets at the time of those markets, any wares or merchandise, except 
victuals, by parcels or retail, except one of contracting parties be of t he liberty of 
that borough, according to the ancient custom used in the borough aforesaid, 
and when any foreigner from the liberty of the borough aforesaid who has 
bought from some other foreigner, or has sold to him any wares or merchandise, 
except victuals, within that Borough, or precinct of the same (except in 
the markets, at the time of those markets), otherwise than in gross, from 
time whereof the memory of man runneth not to the contrary, they have been 
used and accustomed to forfeit those wares and goods, and the chief officers or 
officer of the same borough for the time being, by himself, or by his ministers of 
that borough, or in default of the same chief officers, or chief officer, any or 
anyone of the liberty of the borough aforesaid being present from the whole 
time aforesaid, have been used and accustomed to seize into their hands those 
wares and that merchandise thus forfeited, and by good and lawful men of the 
liberty of the same borough to have them appraised, and thus seized and appraiseci, 
to detain them, and put and convert them to the use of the whole Commoialty 
of the same borough, without any account being made thereof to us or our 
successors, late Kings and Queens of England, before this time, unless he who 
has forfeited them has made redemption of them by the price of the same. 

We confirm the customs aforesaid, willing, and by these presents 
granting, that whatever shall be received henceforth into .the common utility 
of the whole community of the borough aforesaid, according to the customs 
aforesaid, used and approved in that borough, from the time when memory 
does not exist, may be safely laid up, and that the common treasure of the 
same borough so laid up may not be converted to private uses, but expended 
for the public weal of that borough, and not otherwise. 

And lest the limits and boundaries of the borough aforesaid, and of 
the wards of the same (even if now sufficiently known), yet in progress of 
time may fade from the fleeting memory of man, whence strifes and discord 
may arise, we will, and for us, our heirs and successors, do give and grant to the 
aforesaid Mayor and Commonalty of the aforoimid borough, and their successors, 
that it may and shall be lawful to the Mayor and Commonalty, and their suc- 
cessors, yearly, henceforth for ever, to make perambulation of the borough and 
wards aforesaid, and the limits and precinct of the same, by putting, erecting, 
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an^, as often as shall it be needful, renewing tke metes and bounds in the necessary 
place, that thus certain knowledge of those limits and bounds may be retained for ever. 

And further, by these presents for us, our heirs and successors, we do give 
and grant to the aforesaid Mayor and Commonalty of the Borough of Colchester, 
in the county of Essex aforesaid, and their successors, all and singular so many, 
so great, such, the same, of such a kind, and the like, the hamlets, manors, 
messuages, lands, tenements, rents, hereditaments, common pastures, markets, 
fairs, marts, courts of piepowder, views of frankpledge and other courts, returns 
of writs, fisheries, fishings, waters, preserves of waters, banks, rivers, 
wharves, tronage, tolls, goods and chattels of felons, and felons of themselves, 
outlaws, waifs, and howsoever convicted and condemned, deodands, strays, 
fines, amercements, profits, commodities, advantages, emoluments, hereditaments, 
authorities, liberties, privileges, franchises, customs, rights, jurisdictions, 
immunities, quittances and exemptions whatsoever, how many, how great, of 
what sort, and what, the men and free Burgesses now lawfully have, hold, 
enjoy and use, and how many, of what sort, how great, and what the Burgesses 
of the Borough of Colchester aforesaid, or the Bailiffs and Burgesses of the 
Borough of Colchester aforesaid, or the BailiEEs and Community of the Borough 
of Colchester aforesaid, or the Mayor and Commonalty of the Borough of 
Colchester, in the county of Essex aforesaid, or how many, how great, of what 
sort, and what, any of them, or their predecessors, Burgesses of the borough 
aforesaid, by the name of the Mayor and Commonalty of the Borough of 
Colchester aforesaid, or by whatever other name, or whatever other names, 
or by whatever incorporation they may have been known or incorporated, or 
by any way whatsoever before this they may have had, held, enjoyed, or used, 
or ought to have had, held, enjoyed, or used, by virtue of any Charters or 
Letters Patent by any of our progenitors, or ancestors, late Kings and Queens 
of England, made, granted, or confirmed, or by whatever other lawful manner, 
right, title, custom, prescription, or use, heretofore lawfully used, had, or 
accustomed to have, hold, enjoy, and possess all and singular those things afore- 
said to the Mayor and Conamonalty of the Borough of Colchester, in the 
county of Essex aforesaid, and their successors, for ever, as fully and freely 
as the late Mayor and Commonalty of the Borough of Colchester aforesaid, at 
the time of the before-recited surrender shall have had, held, and enjoyed, all 
and singular of them in right of their corporation aforesaid, under the ancient 
farm for the borough aforesaid heretofore accustomed to be rendered to us, and 
our successors. 

Willing that the aforesaid Mayor and Commonalty of the Borough of 
Colchester aforesaid, and their successors, may have, hold, enjoy, and use for ever, 
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all and singular those hamlets, manors, messuages, lands, tenements, rents, heredita- 
ments, common pastures, markets, fairs, marts, courts of piepowder, views of 
frankpledge, and other courts, returns of writs, fisheries, fishings, waters, preserves of 
waters, banks, rivers, wharfs, tronage, tolls, goods and chattels of felons, 
and felons of themselves, outlaws, waifs, and howsoever convicted and con- 
demned, deodands, strays, fines, amercements, profits, commodities, advantages, 
emoluments, authorities, liberties, privileges, franchises, customs, rights, jurisdic- 
tions, immunities, acquittances, and exemptions, according to the true intention 
of these our Letters Patent, without let or hindrance of us, our heirs or 
successors. Justices, SheriiFs, Bailiffs, Officers and Ministers of us, our heirs 
and successors whatsoever. 

Notwithstanding that express mention is not made in these presents of 
the true yearly value, or of the certainty of the premises, or any of them, or 
of the other gifts or grants by us heretofore made to the aforesaid Mayor and 
Commonalty of the Borough of Colchester aforesaid, or notwithstanding any 
act, ordinance, provision, proclamation, or restriction to the contrary thereof 
heretofore had, made, issued, ordained, or provided, or notwithstanding any 
other thing, cause, or matter whatever in any way. 

In witness whereof we have caused these our letters to be made patent. 

Witness myself at Westminster the eighth day of November, in the 
thirty-sixth year of our reign. 

By writ of privy seal. Pigott. 

For a fine in the hanaper, £3 6s. 8d. 

Guilford. Custos. Sigilli. 



[Note. — The foregoing Translation was made from the original Charter by Mk. Isaac H. Jkates, 
of the British Museum], 
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ffiotouob of ^3 Colcbeatet^ 



Cbarter of 4 James II. 

15th September, 1688. 

5^tne6 the SeCOnb, by the grace of God, King of England, 
Scotland, France, and Ireland, Defender of the Faith to all to whom these our 
Letters Patent shall come, greeting. 

Whereas our Borough of Colchester in our County of Essex is a 
borough extremely old and populous and fortified by divers immunities, 
franchises, liberties and privileges, as well by virtue of divers charters of 
divers our progenitors Kings and Queens of England as of divers prescriptions, 
uses and customs in the same Borough before this used, which nevertheless, 
by certain defects and negligences of the late Mayor and Commonalty of the 
borough aforesaid, are now totally lost and parted with, and the body Cor- 
porate and poHtic of that Borough is now wholly dissolved. 

Kjiow ye now that we, at the humble petition of the now 
inhabitants of the Borough aforesaid, of our special grace, and of our certain 
knowledge, and mere motion, do give and grant, that the Borough of Colchester 
aforesaid be and remain a free borough of itself, terminated by all its ancient 
and former limits and bounds; and that the inhabitants and free burgesses of 
the borough aforesaid, and their successors, at all future times, may and shall 
be one body corporate and politic in deed, fact and name, by the name of 
the Mayor and Commonalty of the Borough of Colchester in the County of 
Essex, and for us our heirs and successors, we do make, create, ordain and 
declare them, by these presents, by the name of the Mayor and Commonalty 
of the Borough of Colchester in the County of Essex one body corporate, 
and politic, in deed fact, and name, really and to the full. And that, by the 
same name, they may have perpetual succession, and that they, by the name 
of the Mayor and Commonalty of the Borough of Colchester in the County 
of Essex, may and shall be henceforth for ever persons able and in law 
capable to have, take, acquire and possess manors, lands, tenements, rents, 
liberties, privileges, jurisdictions, franchises and hereditaments, of whatsoever kind, 
nature or sort, to them and to their successors, in fee and perpetvdty, or for 
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term or terms ol life, or lives, or years whatsoever and also goods and chattels and 
whatsoever other things of whatsoever kind, nature or sort they may be. Also 
to give, grant, demise, assign and dispose of manors, lands, tenements, heredita- 
ments, goods and chattels. And all and singular other deeds and matters 
concerning the borough aforesaid to do and execute, by the name aforesaid. 

And that by the same name of the Mayor and Commonalty of the 
Borough of Colchester in the County of Essex, they can and may plead and 
be impleaded, answer and be answered, defend and be defended in all and 
singular actions, pleas, suits, plaints, causes, matters and demands, real, personal, 
or mixed, whatsoever, and of whatsoever kind, in whatsoever courts, and before 
whatsoever judges or justices or other oflScers and ministers of us, our heirs 
and successors, moved or to be moved, in the same manner and form as any 
other our lieges of our kingdom of England, persons able and in law capable, 
or any other body corporate and politic within our kingdom of England can 
and may have, take, acquire, possess, give, grant, demise, assign, or dispose of, 
or to plead and be impleaded, answer and be answered, defend and be 
defended, do or execute. And that the Mayor and Commonalty of the Borough 
aforesaid, and their successors, may for ever have a Common Seal to serve for 
their causes and businesses in any way concerning the borough aforesaid. 
And that it may and shall be rightly lawful for the same Mayor and Com- 
monalty and their successors, that Seal at their pleasure, from time to time 
to break, change, and make anew, as shall seem expedient to them. 

And we will and declare, and for us, our heirs and successors do 
give and grant, that henceforth for ever there may and shall be, within the 
borough aforesaid, of the free burgesses of that borough, in the form in these 
presents below mentioned, to be named and elected, one who shall be called 
Mayor, ten (with the aforesaid Mayor) who shall be called Aldermen, ten 
others who shall be called Assistants, and ten others who shall be called the 
Common Council of the same borough. And which indeed Aldermen, Assistants, 
and Common Council of the borough aforesaid, from time to time shall be 
advising and assisting the Mayor aforesaid for the time being in aU causes, 
things and businesses touching, or in any way concerning, that borough. 

And further we will and by these presents do ordain, that henceforth 
for ever there may and shall be in the borough aforesaid a High Steward 
to advise and direct the Mayor and Commonalty of the same borough in the 
principal matters touching that borough. 

And further we wiU, and by these presents for us, our heirs and 
successors, do give and grant to the aforesaid Mayor and Commonalty of the 
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Borough aforesaid, and to their successors, that from henceforth for ever they may 
and shall have in the borough aforesaid a man, honest and fitting, who shall be 
called Recorder of the borough aforesaid, both to advise and direct the Mayor 
and Commonalty of the same borough in whatsoever businesses touching that 
borough, and to do and execute all other things which do pertain to the 
office of Recorder within that borough, by himself or by his sufficient deputy. 

And further we will, and by these presents for us our heirs and suc- 
cessors do ordain, that henceforth for ever there may and shall be within the 
borough aforesaid, a man honest and good, who shall be called the Common 
Clerk of the same borough, which Common Clerk indeed by himself or by 
his sufficient deputy, may keep and make all and singular recognizances before 
the Mayor of the borough aforesaid, or any other Justice assigned to keep 
the peace within the same borough for the time being, to be taken and 
acknowledged, and them so taken and acknowledged shall transcribe and put 
upon parchment, and whatsoever laws, ordinances, constitutions, and provisions 
by the Mayor, Aldermen, Assistants, and Common Council of the same borough 
for the time being, or the greater part of the same, in their assemblies 
within the same borough for the good rule and governance of that borough, 
henceforth to be granted, ordained, or made. Also all processes and acts of 
court at the session of peace for the borough aforesaid within that borough 
to be held. And also, all actions, plaints, pleas, processes, and acts of court, 
in whatsoever other courts within the borough aforesaid to be held, shall make, 
write, register, and inrol. And also shall write, and make all writings, charter, 
and muniments concerning the Mayor and Commonalty of the borough afore- 
said and their successors, in the right of their aforesaid body politic so as is 
aforesaid corporate. And all other things which to the office of Common 
Clerk of the borough aforesaid pertain to be done, shall well and faithfully 
do and execute. 

And further, we will, and for us, our heirs and successors do create, 
constitute, and make our beloved subject, John Milbank, gentleman, to become and 
be the first and new Mayor of the borough aforesaid, which indeed John 
■ Milbank shall be and continue Mayor of the borough aforesaid until the Feast 
of St. Michael the Archangel, which will be in the jear One thousand six 
himdred and eighty-nine, and from thence until some other fit person shall 
be elected from the Aldermen, and sworn, (if the same John Milbank shall so 
long live) in such manner as below in these Letters Patent is mentioned. 

And further, for the better government of the borough aforesaid, for us, 
oiu" heirs and successors, we do nominate, create, constitute, and make the 
^.foresaid John Milbank, also our beloved John Raynor, Thomas Green, Matthew 
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Ive, John Scarlett, John Tatem, John King, William Bloyce the elder, William 
Hall, and Thomas Burton, the first and new Aldermen of the Borough afore- 
said. And our beloved Ezekiel Sherman, George Clark, Benjamin Burgis, 
Samuel Rider, Joseph Pryer, Thomas Grey, John Skingsley, William Bloyce 
the younger, John How and Robert Robery the first and new Assistants. 
And our beloved John Raynham, William Freeman, Robert Potter, Benjamin 
Dyer, Christopher Harris, Richard Feild, Arthur Winsley, Daniel Spilston, 
Thomas Welby, and Edward Brasyer the younger, the first and new [men] 
of the Common Council of the borough aforesaid. And our dearest cousin 
and councillor Christopher, Duke of Albermai'le, the first and new High 
Steward. And our well-beloved and faithful Cousin and Councillor Thomas, Lord 
Petre, the first and new Recorder of the Borough aforesaid. 

And further we do will and grant for us our heirs and successors, 
that upon the Monday next after the Feast of the Decollation of St. John the 
Baptist, next following, and so upon every Monday next after the Feast of 
the Decollation of St. John the Baptist, in future for ever, it shall be rightly 
lawful for the Assistants and members of the Common Council aforesaid 
or the greater part of the same to nominate two of the Aldermen of the 
same borough for the time being, and to present their names to the Mayor 
then being, and to the rest of the Aldermen then present, which indeed Mayor 
and the rest of the Aldermen then present or the greater part of the same 
shall elect one of the same two Aldermen so nominated, as Mayor of the 
Borough aforesaid, and that he who shall be elected as Mayor of the Borough 
aforesaid after that election made, and before he be admitted to execute the 
office of Mayor, that is to say on the Feast of St. Michael the Archangel then 
next following shall take the oath of Mayor for the due execution of his office 
of Mayor aforesaid. And after that oath taken, that he may and can exercise 
the Office of Mayor of the Borough aforesaid for one whole year then next 
following, and from thence until another shall be duly elected, preferred and 
sworn to that office. 

And so these things shall be observed from year to year every year 
for ever. 

And as often as he, who shall have been elected Mayor of the borough 
aforesaid, shall die, or shall refuse to undertake the office of Mayor of the same 
borough, or shall be removed, we will also, and by these presents do declare, 
that there shall be made a similar nomination and election as in these presents 
are before recently mentioned. And that the person newly elected (having 
first taken the oath of his office of Mayor), may execute the office of Mayor 
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of the same borough in form aforesaid. And if it shall happen that any 
Mayor of the borough aforesaid shall die in his Mayoralty or be removed 
from the oifice of bis Mayoralty, then and in such case, until any other 
fitting person shall be elected as Mayor of the borough aforesaid, and shall 
take the oath of his office of Mayor, and shall be admitted to the office of 
Mayor aforesaid, the first Alderman of the borough aforesaid for the time 
being, who (during the vacancy of the Mayoralty) shall be within the borough 
aforesaid, may and can execute the office of Mayor aforesaid, 

And so these things shall be observed from time to time, as often 
as the case shall so happen, for ever. 

And further we will, and by these presents for us, our heirs and 
successors, do grant, that if it shall happen that any one of the aforesaid 
Aldermen of the borough aforesaid, before constituted, or by force of these 
presents henceforth to be elected, shall die, or be removed from his office 
of Alderman of the same borough, that then, after the death or removal of 
such Alderman, that is to say, at a suitable and fitting time and as quickly 
as conveniently may be, it may and shall be rightly lawful for the aforesaid 
Assistants and Members of the Common Council, or the greater part of the 
same, for the time being, to nominate two of the Assistants of the same 
borough for the time being (provided neither of them exercise the trades of 
alehousekeeper or brewer), and to present their names to the Mayor and 
Aldermen of the borough aforesaid, which indeed Mayor and the rest of the 
Aldermen then surviving, or the greater part of the same (of whom we will 
the Mayor of the Borough aforesaid for the time being to be one) may elect 
and prefer one of the same Assistants so nominated and presented to them 
as is aforesaid, as Alderman of that borough in the place and office of such 
Alderman so dead or removed, which indeed Alderman so elected before 
his admission to the office aforesaid shall take the oath of Alderman of the 
borough aforesaid. 

And these things shall be observed from time to time, as often as 
the case shall so happen, for ever. 

We will also, and by these presents for us, our heirs and successors, 
do give and grant, that when it shall happen that any one of the aforesaid 
Assistants of the borough aforesaid (or by force of these presents hereafter to 
be elected), shall die, or be removed from his office of Assistant of the same 
borough, that then, and in such case, after the death or removal of such 
Assistant, that is to say, at a suitable and fitting time, and as quickly as 
conveniently may be, it may and shall be rightly lawful for the rest of the 
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aforesaid Assistants, and for the members of the Common Council of the borough 
aforesaid, for the time being, or for the greater part of the same, to 
nominate two of the aforesaid Common Council of the borough aforesaid, for 
the time being, as Assistants of that borough, in the place and office of such 
Assistant so dead or removed, and to present their names to the Mayor and 
Aldermen of the borough aforesaid, which indeed Mayor and Aldermen of the 
borough aforesaid, or the greater part of the same (of whom we will the 
Mayor of the borough aforesaid for the time being to be one), may elect 
and prefer one of the same two persons so as is aforesaid presented to them 
in the place and office of such Assistant so dead or removed. Which indeed 
person so elected, before his admission as Assistant aforesaid, shall take the 
oath of Assistant of the borough aforesaid. 

And these things shall be observed from time to time, as often as 
the case shall happen, for ever. 

And further we vsdll, and by these presents for us, our heirs and suc- 
cessors, do give and grant, that when it shall happen that any one of the 
aforesaid Common Council of the borough aforesaid (or by force of these 
presents hereafter to be elected), shall die, or be removed from his office of 
one of the Common Council of the borough aforesaid, that after such death 
or removal from the Common Council, that is to say, at a suitable and fitting 
time, and as quickly as conveniently may be, it may and shall be rightly 
lawful for the rest of the members of the Common Council, and the aforesaid 
Assistants of the borough aforesaid, or the greater part of the same, to present 
to the Mayor and Aldermen of the borough aforesaid the names of two 
discreet Burgesses of the borough aforesaid, . of honest life and conversation, 
from which two, they, the aforesaid Mayor and Aldermen, or the greater part 
of the same (of whom we will the Mayor of the borough aforesaid, for the time 
being, to be one), shall choose one to be one of the Common Council of 
the borough aforesaid, which indeed person so elected, before his admission to 
the place or office of one of the Common Council aforesaid, shall take the 
oath of one of the Common Council of the borough aforesaid. 

And these things shall be observed from time to time, as often as the 
case shall happen, for ever. 

We will moreover, and by these presents for us, our heirs and suc- 
cessors, do give and grant to the aforesaid Mayor and Commonalty, and to 
their successors, that when it shall happen that the aforesaid High Steward, the 
aforesaid Recorder, or the aforesaid Common Clerk of the borough aforesaid 
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(or by these presents in future to be elected), shall die, or be removed, or 
resign their offices, that after the death, removal, or resignation of such High 
Steward, Recorder, or Common Clerk of the borough aforesaid, that is to say^ 
at a time suitable, fitting, and as quickly as conveniently may be, it may and 
shall be rightly lawful for the Mayor, Aldermen, Assistants, and Common 
Council, for the time being, or the greater part of the same, to elect and 
prefer one other High Steward, Recorder, or Common Clerk of the borough 
aforesaid, in the place of such High Steward, Recorder, or Common Clerk so 
dead, removed, or resigning. Which indeed High Steward, Recorder, and 
Common Clerk, before their admissions to their offices aforesaid, shall take an 
oath for the due execution of their offices aforesaid. 

And further we will, and for us, our heirs and successors, do give 
and grant to the aforesaid Mayor and Commonalty, and their successors, that 
the Mayor, Aldermen, Assistants, and Common Council of the borough aforesaid 
for the time being, or the greater part of the same (of whom we will the 
Mayor of the borough aforesaid, or his deputy, for the time being to be one), 
from time to time, and at all times hereafter, to nominate and elect all other 
officers and ministers whomsoever to serve within the borough aforesaid. 

We do will further, and for us, our heirs and successors, do give and 
grant that in every election of an officer or minister within the borough afore- 
said henceforth to be made, in which the Mayor of the same borough, for the 
time being, may have a vote, and the voters in their votes are equally divided, 
then the Mayor may have in that case a double vote. 

And further, we will, and for us, our heirs and successors, 
do give and grant to the aforesaid Mayor and Commonalty of the borough 
aforesaid, and to their successors, that if it shall happen that the Mayor of the 
borough aforesaid for the time being shall be kept back by infirmities, or shall 
be engaged in the service of us or our successors outside the borough aforesaid, 
so that he cannot attend to the necessary businesses of that borough touching 
the office of Mayor of the same borough, or for any other reasonable cause shall 
be gone from that borough, that then and so often it may and shall be rightly 
lawfid for the same Mayor to put and constitute one honest and discreet man 
of the Aldermen of the borough aforesaid, for the time being, to become and 
be his deputy during his infirmity or absence, which indeed deputy so to be 
put and constituted (before he be admitted to exercise the office of Deputy- 
Mayor within the borough aforesaid, shall take the oath before mentioned by 
the Mayor to be taken, and after that oath so taken he may and can be 
present at whatsoever causes, matters or businesses in any way touching the 
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borough aforesaid, and may do and execute all and singular those things which 
do pertain to the office of Mayor of the borough aforesaid, to be done to all 
purposes, and in as ample manner and form, during the infirmity or absence 
of the Mayor so infirm or absent, as the Mayor himself can and may, 
and so from time to time, as often as it shall so happen, for ever. 

We -will also, and by these presents for us, our heirs and successors, 
do grant to the aforesaid Mayor and Commonalty of the same borough and to 
their successors, that if it shall happen that the Recorder of the borough aforesaid 
for the time being shall be kept back by infirmity, or be engaged in the 
service of us om* heirs or successors outside the Borough aforesaid, or be 
otherwise occupied so that he cannot attend to the necessary businesses of the 
Borough aforesaid touching the office of Recorder of that Borough, that then 
and so often it may and shall be rightly lawful for the same Recorder to 
put and constitute in his place a man honest, skilled in the laws, and fitting to 
become and be his Deputy during his infirmity or absence. Which indeed 
Deputy so to be put and constituted, before he is admitted to exercise the 
office of Deputy Recorder within the Borough aforesaid, shall take the oath 
before mentioned by the Recorder to be taken. And after the oath so as 
is aforesaid taken, he may and can do and execute all and singular those things 
which do pertain to the Office of Recorder of the Borough aforesaid, to be done 
in as ample a manner and form as the Recorder himself, during such infirmity 
or absence of that Recorder so infirm or absent, and this from time to time 
as often as the case shall so happen for ever. 

We will also, and by these presents do grant, that the Mayor in these 
presents before named and constituted shall take the oath of his office of 
Mayor of the Borough aforesaid in presence of the Recorder in these presents 
before named and constituted, or his deputy, and that the Recorder and all 
other Officers and Members in these presents constituted shall respectively 
take and each of them shall take the aforesaid oath, in presence of the 
aforesaid Mayor before named and constituted. And this without any other 
warrant or commission from us in this behalf to be procured or obtained. 

We will moreover, and by these presents for us, our heirs and 
successors, do give and grant to the aforesaid Mayor and Commonalty of the same 
borough and to his successors for ever that the Mayor, Aldermen, Assistants, 
and Common Council of the borough aforesaid for the time being, or any 
fifteen or more of the same, (of whom we will the Mayor of the borough afore- 
said for the time being, to be one) may have, and from time to time hence- 
forth for ever shall have, full power and authority in the common hall of 
the borough aforesaid, to meet and there to make, compile, constitute, establish 
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and ordain good, wholesome, honest, useful, necessary, and reasonable laws, 
constitutions, ordinances and provisions according to their sound discretions 
for the good rule and governance of the borough aforesaid, and of all officers, 
ministers, artificers, inhabitants and residents within that borough, and the bounds, 
limits, and precinct of the same, and of others resorting to the borough 
aforesaid, and for a declaration in what manner and order the same Mayor, 
Aldermen, Assistants, and Common Council, and all and singular officers 
and ministers of the borough aforesaid, shall bear themselves within the 
borough aforesaid, and the bounds, limits, and precinct of the same on 
Sundays, feast days, and solemn days for the greater decorum of that 
borough, also how the same Mayor, Aldermen, Assistants, Common Council, 
and Ministers, and all and singular Burgesses, artificers, inhabitants and 
and residents of the borough aforesaid, at, all future times whatsoever shall 
shall hold and dispose themselves in their offices, mysteries, functions or handi- 
works within that Borough, and the bounds, limits and precinct of the same, for 
the public weal and the common utility of the said Borough, and also for the 
victualling of the same Borough, also for other causes and matters whatsoever 
touching or in any way concerning that Borough. And the same laws, 
constitutions, ordinances, and provisions so compiled, constituted, ordained, and 
established, to cause to be put in due execution, which indeed laws, constitutions, 
ordinances, and provisions we will also to be observed under such pains and 
penalties, by reasonable fines and amercements in the same laws, constitutions, 
ordinances, and provisions to be contained in and upon offenders against the same, 
to be imposed, as to the same Mayor, Aldermen, Assistants, and Common 
Council, or the greater part of the same (of whom we will the Mayor of the 
aforesaid borough for the time being to be one), shall seem to be necessary 
to be imposed for the better observance of those laws, constitutions, ordinances, 
and provisions. 

And that they may and can levy, receive and have those fines and 
amercements so imposed to the use of the Mayor and Commonalty of the 
Borough aforesaid without hindrance of us, our heirs or successors, and 
without any account to us our heirs, or successors therefor to be rendered. 
So nevertheless that those laws, constitutions, ordinances and provisions, and 
the pains and penalties in the same contained be not against the laws, 
statutes or customs of our kingdom of England, and that full and speedy 
justice within the borough aforesaid may be the better applied to all our subjects 
there residing and thither resorting according to the exigency of law. 

We will further, and by these presents do ordain, that the Mayor 
and Recorder of the Borough aforesaid, and their deputies, and he who in 
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future shall be the last Mayor of the Borough aforesaid, also two other 
Aldermen yearly to be elected by the Mayor or his Deputy and the Aldermen 
of the Borough aforesaid, or the greater part of the same, at a time before 
the aforesaid dissolution of the corporation aforesaid used, may and shall be 
our justices, and each of them may and shall be the justice of us, our heirs 
and successors, to preserve and keep the peace within the same Borough, the 
liberties and precinct of the same. Also to keep the statutes and ordinances 
at Winchester, Northampton and Westminster for the preservation of the peace 
of the same and the statutes and ordinances there and at Cambridge for 
huntsmen, workmen, artificers, servators, hostillars, mendicants, vagabonds, and 
other mendicant men who call themselves travelling men. And also a certain 
other statute passed in the parliament of the Lord Henry late King of England 
the Fifth held at Westminster aforesaid, concerning the counterfeiting, clipping, 
washing and other falsification of the money of our land, also all other ordinances 
and statutes made, and to be made, for the good of the peace of us our 
heirs and successors and the quiet rule and governance of the people of 
us our heirs and successors in all and singular their articles within the 
Borough aforesaid, the liberties and precinct of the same, and to chastise and 
punish all those, whom against the form of the ordinances and statutes afore- 
said they shall find to be offending, according to those ordinances and statutes, 
also to cause all those who do injuries to any of the people of us or our 
heirs and successors concerning their bodies, or burning of their houses, to find 
a sufficient security for peace and their good behaviour towards us, and the 
people of us, our heirs and successors. And if such persons shall refuse to 
find security, then to cause them to be safely kept in the prison of us 
our heirs and successors of our Borough aforesaid until they shall find such 
security. 

And further that they or any three of them (of whom we will the 
Mayor and Recorder of the borough aforesaid, or their deputies for the time 
being, to be two), may have full power and authority henceforth for ever 
to enquire by the oaths of good and lawful men of the borough aforesaid, 
the liberties and precinct of the same, by whom the truth of the matter may be 
the better known, concerning all manner of felonies, trespasses, forestallers, 
regraters, and extortions within the borough aforesaid, the liberties and precinct 
of the same, by whomsoever, in any way whatsoever done or perpetrated, and 
which henceforth shall happen to be there done. And also concerning all and 
singular other things within the borough aforesaid, the liberty and precinct 
of the same in any way whatsoever done, attempted, or perpetrated, and 
which shall happen henceforth to be there perpetrated or attempted, whereof 
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the keepers of the peace of us, our heirs and successors, and the justices 
of us, our heirs and successors, assigned or to be assigned to inquire con- 
cerning such felonies, trespasses and misdeeds in any county of our kingdom of 
England by virtue of the ordinances and statutes aforesaid, or of other 
ordinances or statutes before these times made, or hereafter to be made, accord- 
ing to the force and effect of the Letters Patent of us, our heirs and successors, 
to them therefor made and to be made, ought and are accustomed to be 
enquired of. And to hear and determine all and singular the premises and 
other things whatsoever within the aforesaid borough, liberty and precinct of 
the same done, attempted or perpetrated, or henceforth to be done attempted 
or perpetrated, which, by such keepers of the peace of us our heirs and 
successors, and the justices of us our heirs and successors, assigned or to be 
assigned to hear and determine such felonies, trespasses, and misdeeds in any 
coimty of our kingdom of England, by virtue of the ordinances and statutes 
aforesaid, and of our Letters Patent, ought and are accustomed to be discussed 
and determined by the same Mayor, Recorder and their deputies, and the afore- 
said three Aldermen of the borough aforesaid, or any three of them (of whom 
we will the Mayor and Eecorder of the borough aforesaid, or their deputies 
for the time being to be two), according to the laws and customs of our Kingdom 
of England, and the form of the ordinances and statutes aforesaid. So that all 
writs, precepts, and other warrants for performing the premises, and each of 
the premises be directed to the ministers of the borough aforesaid, and by them 
be executed without any writ, precept, or warrant to the Sheriffs or 
Coroners of us, our heirs or successors, of the county of Essex therefor in 
any way to be directed. So also that the keepers of the peace of us, our 
heirs or successors, assigned or to be assigned to hear and determine such 
felonies, trespasses, and misdeeds in the county of Essex done or perpetrated, 
(or) to be done or perpetrated, do not eater, nor any of them enter, the 
Borough aforesaid, the liberties and precinct of the same to do anything which 
doth pertain to such keepers of the peace or Justices, nor do in aught 
intrude themselves therein, nor any one of them intrude himself in any way, 
without the special license of us, our heirs or successors. 

We will also that the aforesaid Mayor and Recorder of the borough 
aforesaid, and their deputies, and the aforesaid three Aldermen of the same 
borough for the time being, before they are admitted to exercise the office of 
justice of the peace within that borough shall take, and each of them take, 
their corporal oaths upon the Holy Grospels of Grod, well and faithfully to 
exercise the office of justice of the peace within the borough aforesaid, the 
liberties and precinct of the same, (namely), the Mayor and his deputy, and 
the aforesaid three Aldermen, in presence of the Recorder aforesaid or his 
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deputy, and the Recorder and his deputy, in presence of the Mayor or his 
deputy for the time being ; to which indeed Mayor and Recorder and then- 
deputies, we do give and grant by these presents full power and authority to 
administer such oaths so as is aforesaid without any further warrant or com- 
mission from us, our heirs or successors to be procured or obtained in that 
behalf. 

We do will also, further, and do grant that our justices to preserve the 
peace in the borough aforesaid for the time being, may not henceforth permit any 
person to sell beer hopped or not hopped, within that borough, without lawful 
licence in that behalf first had and obtained, nor rashly and unadvisedly 
grant such licence to any one. And if they do grant it, nevertheless the same 
licence so granted shall be put in writing and be subscribed by the hands of 
two justices aforesaid (of whom we will the Mayor of the borough aforesaid for 
the time being to be one), otherwise that licence shall be void. 

And further we will, and by these presents for us our heirs and 
successors do grant to the aforesaid Mayor and Commonalty of the Borough 
aforesaid and to their successors, that henceforth for ever it may and shall 
be rightly lawful for the Mayor and Recorder of the borough aforesaid and 
their deputies, and the aforesaid thi'ee Aldermen of the same borough for 
the time being, or any three of them (of whom we will the Mayor and 
Eecorder of that borough, or their deputies, for the time being, to be two) 
each year at the four terms of the year according to the form of the statute 
therefor passed and provided, in the aforesaid Common Hall of the borough 
aforesaid, or in any other convenient place within the same borough, the 
liberties and precinct of the same, to have, hold, and keep sessions of the 
peace concerning all things, matters, causes and ofEences within the said borough, 
the liberty and precinct of the same happening, chancing, arising, done, or 
perpetrated ; and to do and execute all and singular matters in the same 
sessions of peace in as ample manner and form as our justices of peace in 
the aforesaid county of Essex, at sessions of the peace to be held for that 
county in such case do and execute, and can and may do and execute. 

Provided always, and further we do will and declare that each election 
of Mayor, Alderman, Assistant, member of the Common Council of the borough 
aforesaid. High Steward, Recorder, Justice for the Peace, Deputy-Mayor and 
Deputy-Recorder, Common Clerk, or any minister or officer of the borough 
aforesaid, made contrary to the direction in these presents mentioned, shall 
be absolutely void to all intents and purposes whatsoever. 

Provided always, and we do reserve full power and authority to us, 
and to our heirs and successors, by these presents from time to time hereafter 
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to remove any Mayor, Alderman, Assistant, member of the Common Council, 
High Steward, Recorder, Justice of the Peace, Deputy-Mayor and Deputy- Recorder, 
Common Clerk, or any other minister or officer of the Borough aforesaid for 
the time being, at the will and good pleasure of us our heirs or successors 
by Order in the Privy Council of us or them made, from their several 
offices aforesaid, and to declare them removed. 

And as often as we shall declare, or our heirs and successors shall 
declare, such Mayor, Alderman, Assistant, Member of the Common Council, 
High Steward, Recorder, Justice of the Peace, Deputy-Mayor and Deputy- 
Recorder, Common Clerk, or any other minister or officer of the borough afore- 
said for the time being, or any of them, from their respective offices aforesaid 
to become and be removed, so as is aforesaid, that then and so often such 
Mayor, Alderman, Assistant, member of the Common Council, High Steward, 
Recorder, Justice of the Peace, Deputy Mayor and Deputy Recorder, Common 
Clerk, or any other minister or officer so declared or to be declared, removed 
or to be removed, from their several and respective offices, may and shall, 
ipso facto, and without any further process really and to all intents and purposes 
whatsoever, be removed, and this as often as the case shall so happen, any- 
thing to the contrary thereto notwithstanding. And then and in such case, 
from time to time within a convenient time after such removal or removals, 
another fitting person shall be elected, constituted and sworn, or other fitting 
persons shall be elected, constituted and sworn in the place and office or 
into the respective places and offices of such person so removed, or persons so 
removed, and may be elected, constituted and sworn according to the true 
intention of these Letters Patent. 

Provided nevertheless that if at any time in future within twenty 
days after such removal or removals of any Mayor, Alderman, Assistant, 
Member of the Common Council, High Steward, Recorder, Deputy Mayor, and 
Deputy-Recorder, Justice of the Peace, Common Clerk, or any other minister or 
officer of the Borough aforesaid, from their respective offices aforesaid, or after 
the death or decease of the same the remaining Mayor, Alderman, Assistants 
and members of, the Common Council of the Borough aforesaid for the time 
being shall be enjoined or commanded by letters mandatory of us, or of our 
heirs or successors, under the seal or sign manual of us, our heirs or successors, 
direct or to be directed to the same to elect, admit and swear any other 
person or any other persons of the nomination of us, our heirs or successors, 
to and into the several and respective places and offices, or place or office, of 
any person or of any persons so thence removed, dead, or deceased as is 
aforesaid, that then and so often it may and shall be lawful for the same 
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Mayor, Aldermen, Assistants, and Members of the Common Council of the 
Borough aforesaid for the time being (however few in number the same shall 
happen to be), or the greater part of the same, who upon public notice or 
summons should up to then wish to be present to elect and admit. And the 
same by these presents are required to elect and admit any such respective 
person, or respective persons, to and into the place or office, or places or 
offices, of the aforesaid persons or person respectively so thence removed, dead 
or deceased, as in that case from time to time after this by such letters 
mandatory respectively may or shall be named or appointed, and that in such 
case each other election or admission had, or to be had, against the tenor of 
these presents, or against the exigency of the aforesaid letters mandatory to 
all intents and purposes whatsoever, shall be void and of no force. 

Also by these presents for us our heirs and successors we do give 
and grant to the Mayor, Aldermen, Assistants and Common Council of the 
Borough aforesaid for the time being, or such of them by whom such election 
or admission according to the true intent of these presents may and shall be 
had and made, full power and authority of administering the oath of the 
office or offices to any Mayor, Alderman, Assistant, member of the Common 
Council, High Steward, Recorder, Deputy Mayor, Deputy Recorder, Common 
Clerk, or any other Officer of the Borough aforesaid, so as is aforesaid elected 
or admitted, or to be elected or admitted, within the same borough. Also each 
Mayor, Alderman, Assistant, Member of the Common Council, High Steward, 
Recorder, Deputy Mayor, Deputy Recorder, Common Clerk, or other officer of 
the Borough aforesaid so as is aforesaid elected, admitted and sworn, or here- 
after to be elected, admitted or sworn, can and may have, enjoy and exercise 
their several respective offices aforesaid or office aforesaid within the borough 
aforesaid as fully and entirely, and in as ample manner and form to aU purposes 
and intents whatsoever as any other Mayor, Alderman, Assistant, Member of the 
Common Council, High Steward, Recorder, Deputy Mayor, Deputy Recorder, 
Common Clerk or other officer within the same borough in any other manner 
elected admitted and sworn, or in future to be elected, admitted and sworn, may 
or can (any other manner or form of election, admission or oath in these presents 
above written, or within the Borough aforesaid before this used, to the con- 
trary of this in anywise notwithstanding). 

And further, for divers causes and considerations specially moving us 
thereto, of our special grace and of our certain knowledge and mere motion, 
and by virtue of our royal prerogative we have dispensed, pardoned, remitted 
and exonerated, and by these presents for us our heirs and successors do 
dispense, pardon, remit and exonerate the aforesaid John Milbank, mayor; 
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Christopher, Duke of Albemarle, High Steward ; Thomas, Lord Petre, Recorder ; 
John Eaynor, Thomas Grreen, Matthew Ire, John Scarlett, John Tatem, John 
King, William Bloyce the elder, William Hall and Thomas Burton, Alder- 
men ; Ezekiel Sherman, George Clarke, Benjamin Burgis, Samuel Rider, 
Joseph Pryer, Thomas Grey, John Skingsley, William Bloyce the younger, John 
How, Robert Robery, Assistants ; John Raynham, William Freeman, Robert 
Potter, Benjamin Dyer, Christopher Harris, Richard Feild, Arthur Winsley, 
Daniel Spilston, Thomas Welby, Edward Brasier the younger, the Common 
Council of the Borough aforesaid; in these presents named and each of them, 
and each other and others such ofKcers, and all other officers or ministers 
respectively within the same borough in future to be nominated, elected or 
admitted, of and from all taking and receiving the " juramentum primacie " 
(in English the oath of supremacy) mentioned or expressed in a certain Act 
of Parliament of the lady Elizabeth late Queen of England, the first year of 
her reign, or in any other statute or Act of Parliament. And also of and 
from the taking and receiving of the " juramentum ligeancie " (in English 
the oath of allegiance or obedience) mentioned or expressed in a certain Act 
of Parliament made in the Parliament of the Lord James the First 
our grandfather, late king of England, held in the third year of his reign, 
or in any other statute or Act of Parliament. And also of and from the 
taking and receiving of the oath mentioned and contained in a certain statue 
made in the Parliament of the Lord Charles the Second, late king of 
England, held in the thirteenth year of his reign intitled "An Act for the well 
governing and regulating of corporations," and also of and from all receiving of 
the " Sacramentum Cene Dominice," (in English the Sacrament of the Lord's 
Supper) according to the rite or use of the Church of England, or according 
to the direction of any canons or statutes, or any canon or statute, of this 
our kingdom of England. And also of and from the taking and receiving 
of the declaration mentioned or contained in the aforesaid statute of the 
thirteenth year of Charles the Second. And also of and from the taking 
and subscription of the declaration mentioned and expressed in a certain 
other Statute made in the Parliament of the said Lord the king Charles 
the Second in the twenty-fifth year of his reign intitled " An Act for 
preventing dangers which may happen from Popish recusants," and also of 
and from the taking and receiving of any oaths, and receiving of the sacra- 
ment of the Lord's Supper, and the subscription of any declarations or any 
declaration mentioned or expressed in the statute aforesaid, or Act of Parlia- 
ment above mentioned or any of them, or any other statute mentioned or 
contained in respect of and concerning the premises. And of and from all 
crimes, convictions, pains, penalties, forfeitures, damages, incapacities, and dis- 
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abilities, by the same or any of them incurred or to be incurred, or to the same 
or any of them to be imputed or objected, or with which any one or any of 
them now may be, or after this may be, chargeable, for that they did not take 
or receive, or any of them did not take or receive, or after this shall not have 
taken or received, or any of them shall not have taken or received the afore- 
said oaths and sacrament of the Lord's Supper, or shall not have subscribed, or 
made, or after this shall not have subscribed or made, or any one of them hath 
not subscribed or shall not have subscribed, made or shall have made the aforesaid 
declaration above mentioned, or any one or any of them, or any other injunction 
or order whatsoever by the statutes, or either of them, or by any other statute 
before this made or issued requiring the taking of the oaths aforesaid, or of any 
of them, or the receiving of the Sacrament of the Lord's Supper according 
to the rite or use of the English Church, or the pronouncing and subscription 
of the declarations aforesaid, or of any of them. And of and from all and 
all manner of informations, presentments, oaths, prosecutions, molestations, claims, 
and demands whatsoever, as well in the name of us our heirs or successors 
as in the name or in the names of any other person or any other persons 
before had, pronounced, and now depending, or hereafter to be had, pronounced, 
or to be depending in any court of us our heirs or successors, or in any 
other courts or places whatsoever for or concerning any defect, neglect, 
omission or refusal to take, perform, receive, or subscribe the aforesaid oaths, 
the sacrament of the Lord's Supper, or the declaration in the Act of Parlia- 
ment above-mentioned, or by the same, or by any of them, directed or enjoined, 
or on account of any other defect in the performance of the premises or 
of any of them. 

And further of our abundant grace, and of our certain knowledge 
and mere motion, we do will and declare, and by these presents for us our 
heirs and successors do grant to the same Mayor, Aldermen, Assistants, Common 
Council, High Steward, Recorder, Deputy Mayor, Deputy Recorder, Justice of 
the Peace, Common Clerk, and all other Officers and Ministers of the Borough 
aforesaid, now and for the time being, and to each of them, full and sufficient 
ability, capacity, power and authority to have, enjoy and exercise their 
respective offices aforesaid respectively, and all and singular things thereto 
respectively belonging and pertaining, without the taking of the oaths afore- 
said, or any of them, or the taking of the sacrament according to the rite 
and use of the English Church, or the pronouncing and subscription of the 
declarations aforesaid, or any of them, or performing any injunction or 
requisition whatsoever by any statute aforesaid directed to be performed or 
incurred, or to be subject to any crimes, offences, inabilities, incapacities, 
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corrections, prosecutions, pains, penalties, forfeitures, impeachments or damages 
"whatsoever. And as fully and freely and in such manner as the same Mayor, 
Aldermen, Assistants, Common Council, High Steward, Recorder, Deputy Mayor, 
Deputy Recorder, Justice of the Peace, Common Clerk, and all other officers 
and ministers of the Borough aforesaid now and for the time being should 
have taken, received, made and subscribed the aforesaid oaths. Sacrament of 
Lord's Supper, and declaration according to the form and effect of the statute 
aforesaid, and the Act of Parliament above mentioned (the Acts and statutes 
aforesaid, or any of them, or anything in the same, or in any one of them 
contained, or any other statute, Act of Parliament, law or provision to the 
contrary thereto in anything notwithstanding). 

We will moreover, and by these presents for us, our heirs and 
successors, do give and grant to the aforesaid Mayor and Commonalty of the 
Borough aforesaid, and to their successors, that the Mayor and Recorder of 
the Borough aforesaid, or their deputies for the time being, may have hence- 
forth for ever the cognizances of all pleas, as well real as personal and mixed, 
and of other whatsoever lands and tenements ^being within the Borough 
aforesaid, the liberties and precinct of the same. And also of pleas of assizes, 
of novel disseisn, mort d'ancestor, redisseisin, attaints and certificates. Also of 
pleas of debt, covenant, detinue, account, trespass, and of other pleas what- 
soever within the borough aforesaid, the liberty and precinct of the same 
arising or to arise, moved or to be moved, as in all our courts, that is 
to say, before us our heirs and successors, and before us in the chancery of 
us, our lieirs and successors, or before the Treasurer and Barons of the 
Exchequer of us, our heirs and successors, and our justices of the Common 
Bench, and the justices of us, our heirs and successors, assigned to take what- 
soever assizes, juries, and certificates, and other justices and officers of us 
whatsoever, may be had and held. 

And that the Mayor and Recorder of the Borough aforesaid, or their 
deputies for the time being, may hold and determine all such pleas before 
them in the aforesaid Common Hall of the Borough aforesaid. And that the 
same Mayor and Eecorder of the Borough aforesaid, or their deputies for the 
time being, may have and hold the court of us, our heirs and successors, in 
the aforesaid Common Hall before the Mayor and Recorder, or their deputies, 
for the time being, every week on Mondays and Thursdays; And that the 
same Mayor and Recorder, or their deputies, may have power to hold all such 
personal pleas by plaint before the Mayor and Recorder, or their deputies, in 
the court to be levied and affirmed, and to hold there all other pleas of 
lands and tenements in the court aforesaid on Monday from fortnight to 
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fortnight, and all pleas aforesaid, and the pleas of our court of piepowder, 
and give judgments thereof, and cause executions thereof to be made for ever, 
in the same manner and form, and by the same processes, as in the same 
Borough at any time before we dissolved the Charters and Letters Patent 
before in these Letters Patent recited, the late Mayor and Recorder of the 
Borough aforesaid, or their deputies, were accustomed to hold and prosecute 
them. 

And further we will, and by these presents, for us our heirs and 
successors do give and grant to the aforesaid Mayor and Commonalty of the 
Borough aforesaid and to their successors, that they may have henceforth for ever 
the cognizance of pleas concerning debts and injuries within the Borough afore- 
said, and the precinct of the same arising, pertaining to the jurisdiction of our 
Admiral of England. And power and authority to hold a court within the 
Borough aforesaid before the Mayor of the Borough aforesaid, or his deputy, for 
the time being, every Thursday in each week for ever concerning the same pleas, 
also may and can hear, and by due process of law bring to judgment and deter- 
mine, those pleas in the same court, and thereof cause executions to be made, 
so nevertheless that our Admiral of England, or his lieutenant or deputy into the 
Borough aforesaid, the liberty and precinct of the same, may and can enter, 
and intrude himself concerning those debts and injuries, and all other things 
which do touch our Admiral, as often as he shall wish, notwithstanding. 

And further we will, and by these presents for us, our heirs and 
successors, do give and grant to the aforesaid Mayor and Commonalty of the 
Borough aforesaid, and to their successors, that no one who may be a 
foreigner from the liberty of the Borough aforesaid may henceforth use any 
mystery, occupation or manual art within that Borough, the liberties and 
precinct of the same, nor may buy or sell within the Borough aforesaid, or the 
precinct of the same (except in the markets at the time of those markets), 
any goods or wares, except victuals, by parcels or retail unless one party 
contracting be of the liberty of that Borough, according to the ancient custom 
in the Borough aforesaid used. And when anyone foreign from the liberty 
of the Borough aforesaid who hath bought of such other foreigner, or hath 
sold to him any goods or wares besides victuals within that borough, or the 
precinct of the same (except in the markets at the time of those markets), 
other than in gross, from time whereof the memory of man existeth not, 
those goods and wares they were used and accustomed to forfeit, and the 
chief officers or officer of the same Borough for the time being by himself 
or by his ministers of that Borough, or in default of the same chief officers, 
or of the same chief officer, any persons or person of the liberty of the 
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Borough aforesaid, being present from the whole time abovesaid, were used 
and accustomed those goods and wares so forfeited to seize into their hands 
and by good lawful men of the liberty of the same borough to cause to be 
appraised, and those things so seized and appraised to detain, and to dispose 
and convert to the use of the whole Commonalty of the same Borough, 
without any account to us or our successors thereof being made, unless he 
who did forfeit them made redemption thereof by the price of the same. 

We do restore the custom aforesaid, wilHng and by these presents 
granting that whatsoever shall be henceforth ^received for the common use of 
the whole commonalty of the Borough aforesaid, according to the custom afore- 
said from time whereof the memory of man runneth not, used and approved 
in that Borough, may be safely laid up, and that the common treasure of 
the same borough so laid up be not converted to private uses, but be 
expended for the public weal of that Borough, and not otherwise. 

And lest the limits and bounds of the Borough aforesaid and of the 
wards of the same (although now sufficiently known) yet may by the progress of 
time vanish from the fleeting memory of men, whence strifes and discords might 
arise, we will and for us our heirs and successors do give and grant to the 
aforesaid Mayor and Commonalty of the Borough aforesaid, and to their 
successors, that it may and shall be lawful for the Mayor and Commonalty 
and their successors, yearly henceforth for ever to make perambulation of the 
borough and wards aforesaid, and of the limits and precinct of the same, by 
metes and bounds ia necessary places to be put, erected, and as often as 
shall be necessary renewed, that thus certain knowledge of those limits and 
bounds may be for ever retained. 

And further by these presents for us our heirs and successors, we 
do give and grant to the aforesaid Mayor and Commonalty of the Borough 
of Colchester in the County of Essex, and to their successors, all and singular, 
so many, so great, such, the same, of such kind, and the like hamlets, manors, 
messuages, lands, tenements, rents, hereditaments, commons, pastures, marts, fairs, 
markets, courts of piepowder, views of frankpledge and other courts, returns of 
writs, fisheries, fishings, waters, preserves of waters, banks, rivers, wharfs, tronage, 
tolls, goods and chattels of felons, and of felons of themselves, of outlaws, 
waifs, and howsoever convicted and condemned, deodands, estrays, fines, amerce- 
ments, profits, commodities, advantages, emoluments, hereditaments, authorities, 
liberties, privileges, franchises, customs, rights, jurisdictions, immunities, quittances 
and exemptions whatsoever, how many, how great, of what kind, and which 
the men and free burgesses of the borough aforesaid now lawfully do have, 
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hold, enjoy and use, and how many, of what sort, how great, and what, the 
Burgesses of the Borough of Colchester aforesaid, or the Bailiffs and Burgesses 
of the Borough of Colchester aforesaid, or the Bailiffs and Commonalty of 
the Borough of Colchester aforesaid, or the Mayor and Commonalty of the 
Borough of Colchester in^ the county of Essex aforesaid, or how many, 
of what sort, how great, and what, any of them or their predecessors Burgesses 
of the Borough aforesaid by the name of the Mayor and Commonalty of the 
Borough of Colchester aforesaid, or by whatsoever other name or whatsoever names, 
or by whatsoever incorporation they were known or incorporated, or in any 
manner whatsoever before this they had, held, enjoyed, or used, or ought to have 
had, held, enjoyed or used by virtue of any Charters or Letters Patent by any 
of our progenitors, or of our ancestors, late Kings or Queens of England, 
before this made, granted, or confirmed, or by any other lawful manner, 
right, title, custom, prescription, or use before this lawfully used, had, or 
accustomed to have, hold, enjoy and possess all and singular those things to 
the aforesaid Mayor and Commonalty of the Borough of Colchester in the 
County of Essex aforesaid, and to their successors for ever, as fully and freely 
as the late Mayor and Commonalty of the Borough of Colchester aforesaid at 
the time of the surrender before recited had, held, and enjoyed all those 
things in right of their incorporation aforesaid under the. ancient farm for the 
Borough aforesaid to us and our predecessors before this accustomed to be 
rendered. Willing that the aforesaid Mayor and Commonalty of the Borough 
of Colchester aforesaid, and their successors, may have, hold, enjoy and use, 
for ever all and singular those hamlets, manors, messuages, lands, tenements, 
rents, hereditaments, commons, pastures, marts, fairs, markets, court of piepowder, 
views of frankpledge, and other courts, returns of writs, fisheries, fishings, 
waters, preserves of waters, banks, rivers, wharfs, tronage, toll, goods and chattels 
of felons and of felons of themselves, outlaws, waifs, and howsoever convicted 
and condemned, deodands, estrays, fines, amercements, profits, commodities, ad- 
vantages, emoluments, authorities, liberties, privileges, franchises, customs, rights, 
jurisdictions, immunities, acquittances and exemptions according to the true 
intent of these our letters patent, without let or hindrance of us, our heirs 
or successors, of the justices, sheriffs, bailiffs, officers and ministers of us, our 
heirs or successors whomsoever. 

Although express mention of the true yearly value, or of the certainty 
of the premises, or of any of them, or of other gifts or grants by us to the 
aforesaid Mayor and Commonalty of the Borough of- Colchester aforesaid before 
this made, be not made in these presents, or any act, ordinance, provision, 
proclamation or restriction to the contrary thereof before this had, made, issued, 
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ordained or provided, or any other thing, causes or matter whatsoever in 
anything notwithstanding. 

In witness whereof these our letters we have caused to be made 
patent. 



Witness myself at Westminster, the fifteenth day of September in the 
fourth year of our reign. 



By the King himself. 

PiGOTT. 



(Patent Roll, 4 James II., part 24, No. 2). 



[Note. — The foregoing Translation was collated with the original Charter by Me. Isaac H. Jbayes 
of the British Mnseum]. 
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aSorougb of ^m Colcbester. 



Charter of 5 Milliam anb /Tftar^, 

27th July, 1693. 

Milliam anb ^ari^, by the grace of God, King and Queen 
of England, Scotland, France, and Ireland, Defenders of the Faith, to aU to 
whom our present letters shall come, greeting. 

We have inspected certain Letters Patent under the Grreat Seal of 
England, bearing date at Westminster, the third day of August in the fifteenth 
year of the reign of our dearest uncle Charles late King of England, &c., 
made and granted to the Mayor and Commonalty of the Borough of Colchester 
in these words: 

[Here follows verbatim the Letters Patent of 15 Charles II., printed on pages 104 to 126 
of this volume j. 

We, therefore, holding established and agreeable all and singular the 
franchises, Kberties, privileges, quittances, immunities, grants and confirmations 
aforesaid, do for us, our heirs and successors, as much as in us doth lie, 
accept, approve and ratify, and by the tenor of these presents do grant and 
confirm all and singular the franchises, liberties, privileges, quittances and 
immunities aforesaid to our beloved the Mayor and Commonalty of the 
Borough and to their successors, as the Charter or Letters Patent aforesaid do 
reasonably testify. And as, the same Mayor and Commonalty of the same 
Borough of Colchester or their predecessors ever ought, could or have ought to 
use and enjoy the franchises, liberties, privileges, quittances and immunities 
aforesaid, although the said Mayor and Commonalty of the same Borough or their 
predecessors have abused or not used the franchises, liberties, privileges, 
quittances and immunities aforesaid or any of them. 

And whereas it is given us to understand that by pretext of a 
certain instrument or writing to which the Common Seal of the Mayor and 
Commonalty of the Borough aforesaid by the combination of a few of the 
same Borough had been placed and affixed, bearing date the twenty-third day 
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of June, in thirty-sixth year of the reign of the lord Charles the Second, 
late King, our ancestor, (of happy memory) and inrolled of record in the 
Court of Chancery of the same late King, purporting to be a grant by the 
aforesaid Mayor and Commonalty to the same late King, his heirs and successors, 
of all and singular the manors, messuages, lands, tenements, rents and heredita- 
ments with the appurtenances whatsoever, of or in which the said Mayor and 
Commonalty then, or at any time previously, were in any way seized, interested 
or possessed by right of their corporation or in their corporate capacity by any 
means whatsoever, and also purporting to be a grant, surrender and delivering up 
by the aforesaid Mayor and Commonalty to the same late King of all their 
franchises, charters, letters patent of incorporation, powers, privileges, liberties and 
immunities whatsoever at any time or times granted, or held or enjoyed, by the 
aforesaid Mayor and Commonalty, or by any of their predecessors, by any ways or 
means or by whatsoever name or names, also that as well by reason of the 
aforesaid pretended grant and surrender as by pretext or colour of divers 
charters or letters patent of incorporation by the said late King Charles the 
Second and by James the Second late King made and granted or mentioned 
to be granted, after the date of the said instrument or pretended surrender, 
divers doubts, questions and controversies have arisen of and concerning the 
liberties, franchises, customs, lands and possessions of the Mayor and Commonalty 
of the Borough aforesaid. And also of and concerning the election and 
continuation of certain officers of the Borough aforesaid. 

Know ye, therefore, that we, gi-aciously affecting the peace, tranquility 
and good governance of the same Borough and Commonalty and the inhabitants 
of the same and designing to take away all the said doubts, questions and con- 
troversies in this behalf, of our special grace, and of our certain knowledge and 
mere motion, do will and grant that he who was Mayor of the Borough aforesaid 
on the thirtieth day of September in the year of our Lord one thousand 
six hundred and eighty-four shall be and continue Mayor of the same 
Borough until the election and admission of another person to that office in 
the form below in these presents directed. 

And further we will, and by these presents for us, our heirs and 
successors, do grant to the Mayor and Commonalty of the Borough aforesaid, 
and to their successors, full power and authority at any time or times within 
the space of two months next after the date of these presents to elect, 
nominate and constitute any persons of the same Borough to the office of 
Recorder, Alderman, Assistant and of the Common Council of the same 
Borough and to become and be Recorder, Alderman, Assistant and of the 
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Common Council of the same Borough according to the tenor and effect of 
the aforesaid Charters by these presents confirmed and ratified to supply the 
place of Recorder, and to complete the number of eleven Aldermen, eighteen 
Assistants and eighteen of the Common Council of the Borough aforesaid as 
often as it shall be necessary within the said space of two months next after 
the date of these presents. 

And further we will, and by these presents for us, our heirs and 
successors, do grant and confirm to the Mayor and Commonalty of the Borough 
aforesaid, and to their successors, that after such election and expiration of 
two months aforesaid next after the date of these presents, as is aforesaid, 
it may and shall be lawful for the Mayor and Commonalty of the Borough 
aforesaid, and their successors, from time to time, and at all times for ever, to 
elect, nominate and constitute fit persons to the offices of Mayor, Recorder, 
Alderman, Assistant and of the Common Council of the Borough aforesaid, 
and to the other offices and to become and be Mayor, Alderman, Recorder, 
Assistant and of the Common Council of the same Borough and other Officers 
in such manner and form as in the same Borough has been usual and 
accustomed before the day of the date of the aforesaid pretended surrender, 
to wit, the aforesaid twenty- third day of June in the thirty-sixth year of the 
reign of the said late King Charles the Second or at any time previously. 

And of our fuller special grace and of our certain knowledge and 
mere motion we have pardoned, remitted and released, and by these presents, 
for us, our heirs and successors, do pardon, remit and release to the Mayor 
and Commonalty of the Borough aforesaid all and singular the things, 
matters, contempts, crimes, offences and transgressions by themselves done, 
committed or perpetrated of, for, in or concerning the execution or non- 
execution or ill execution of any offices within the Borough aforesaid, the 
limits or precinct of the same, at any time or times after the aforesaid 
twenty-third day of June, in the thirty-sixth year abovesaid of the said late 
King Charles the Second. 

And also we have pardoned, remitted and released, and by these 
presents for us, our heirs and successors, do pardon, remit and release to all 
and singular of the Commonalty of the Borough of Colchester aforesaid all and 
singular things, matters, contempts, crimes, offences and transgressions whatso- 
ever by themselves or any one or any of them severally or jointly done, 
committed or perpetrated of, for or in the execution of any office or of any 
offices within the Borough aforesaid, the limits or precinct of the same, by 
colour or pretext of any letters patent of the aforesaid late Kings Charles 
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the Second and James the Second or either of them at any time or times 
after the aforesaid twenty-third day of June in the abovesaid thirty-sixth 
year of the said late King Charles the Second. 

And further, of our fuller special grace, and of our certain knowledge 
and mere motion, we have given, granted, restored, confirmed, approved and 
ratified, and by these presents for us, our heirs and successors, do give, grant, 
restore, confirm, approve and ratify to the Mayor and Commonalty of the 
Borough of Colchester aforesaid, and to their successors, all and all manner of 
manors, messuages, mills, rents, lands, tenements, tithes, meadows, feedings, 
pastures, commons, fairs, markets and so many, so great, such, the same and such 
Kke powers, prescriptions, liberties, privileges, franchises, immunities, jurisdictions, 
charters, letters patent of incorporation, customs, profits, offices, officers, exemptions, 
acquittances, wastes, void places, commodities, emoluments, goods, chattels and 
hereditaments whatsoever, as many as, such, how many, how great, of what 
sort and what by the said letters patent bearing date the said third day of 
August in the fiiteenth year of the reign of the said late King Charles the 
Second were granted and confirmed, or mentioned to be granted and confirmed or 
by any other the aforesaid Letters Patent granted or mentioned to be granted 
or confirmed to the Mayor and Commonalty of the Borough aforesaid, or which 
the Mayor and Commonalty of the Borough aforesaid or their predecessors, by 
whatsoever name, or whatsoever names of incorporation before the said twenty-third 
day of June in the abovesaid thirty-sixth year of the reign of the said late 
King Charles the Second had, held, used or enjoyed or occupied, or ought 
or could have had, held, used or enjoyed to them, and to their successors, by 
reason or pretext of the said several Letters Patent or any, or any one of 
them, or of the other Charters, grants or Letters Patent whatsoever by any 
of our progenitors or ancestors, late kings or queens of England, in any way 
made, granted or confirmed before the said twenty-third day of June in the 
thirty-sixth year of the reign of the said late King Charles the Second or in 
whatsoever other lawful manner, right or title, custom, use or prescription before 
the date of these presents lawfully used, had, accustomed or enjoyed. 

And whereas it is given to us to understand that certain persons, 
inhabitants of the aforesaid Borough of Colchester, after the time of the 
aforesaid pretended surrender, taking upon themselves to be a body corporate 
by the name of the Mayor and Commonalty of the Borough of Colchester in 
the county of Essex, by pretext or colour of certain letters patent of the aforesaid 
late Kings Charles the Second and James the Second made, did make divers 
demises or pretended demises to divers persons of divers lands, tenements and 
hereditaments to the Mayor and Conunonalty of the Borough of Colchester at 
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the time of the aforesaid surrender belonging and appertaining and did have 
and receive divers sums of money by pretext of the said demises or pretended 
demises. 

And because we are unwilling that such persons to whom such demises, 
or pretended demises, had been made in good faith and for valuable considera- 
tion should be in any wise deprived or frustrated from such their farms, we 
have of our special grace, and of our certain knowledge and mere motion, 
granted and confirmed, and by these presents for us, our heirs and successors, 
do grant and confirm to all and each such person and persons to whom any 
such demise, or pretended demise, or any such demises, or pretended demises, 
had been made in respect of any lands, tenements or hereditaments aforesaid 
that each such person and persons henceforth do respectively have, hold and 
enjoy, and may and can have, hold and enjoy all the lands, tenements and 
hereditaments to them or any one or any of them for valuable consideration 
in good faith so demised, or pretended to be demised, for the rest of the 
respective terms in each such demise limited under the yearly rents, conditions, 
covenants and agreements in such demises specified, and according to the true 
purport of the said demise or pretended demise. 

And further we will, and by these presents for us, our heirs and 
successors, do grant to the aforesaid Mayor and Commonalty of the Borough 
aforesaid, and to their successors for ever, that they and their successors may 
have, hold and keep within the Borough aforesaid yearly for ever one 
market each Tuesday in each week for the buying and selling of all and 
singular goods, wares and merchandizes. And also one fair in the year, each 
year for ever, to begin in and upon the twelfth day of July and to last for 
two entire days then next following. And if the aforesaid twelfth day of July 
should happen to be a Sunday, then that fair to begin in and upon the 
Monday then next following, and to last for two entire days then next to 
come. 

And if the aforesaid twelfth day of July shall happen to be a Saturday 
or Friday, then the fair aforesaid to begin in and upon the Thursday before the 
aforesaid Saturday or Friday and to last for two entire days then next 
following, together with the court of piepowder there at the time of the same 
fair to be held. Also together with all and singular, so many, so great, such, 
and such like liberties and free customs to such court, fair and market per- 
taining, together with toll, stallage, piccage, fines, amercements and all other 
profits, commodities and emoluments whatsoever to such market, fair and court 
of piepowder coming, happening, arising or touching. 
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And that at the time of the market and fair aforesaid, and each of 
them, the Mayor of the Borough aforesaid, for the time being, may haye, 
perceive and collect by himself, or by his deputy, to the use of the Mayor 
and Commonalty of the Borough aforesaid, reasonable tax and toll of all and 
all manner of merchandize, wares, chattels, weights, measures and other 
thiags and commodities in the said market and fair bought or sold, together 
with all and singular profits, perquisites and sums of money aforesaid, so that 
the market and fair aforesaid be not to the damage or prejudice of us, or of 
any other person whomsoever, or of any other persons w:homsoever. 

In witness whereof we have caused these our letters to be made patent. 

"Witness ourselves at Westminster the twenty-seventh day of July in 
the fifth year of our reign. 

By Writ of Privy Seal. 



(Patent Roll, 5 William and Mary, part 7.) 



[NoTB. — The foregoing Translation was collated with the original Charter by Mr. Isaac H. 
Jeayus, of the British Museum.] 
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Borough of h^ (Tolcbester. 



Charter of 3 6eorge III. 

9th September, 1763. 

GCOVQC the TLbiVbf by the Grace of God, of Great Britain, 
France, and Ireland, King, Defender of the Faith, &c., to all to whom these 
presents shall come, greeting. 

Whereas the Borough of Colchester, in our County of Essex, is one 
of the most ancient boroughs of our kingdom, and is large and populous, 
containing in itself four Wards, and chiefly inhabited by Burgesses carrying 
on the woollen manufacture and merchandize. 

And whereas the Burgesses of the said Borough, as well by means of 
divers Charters and Letters Patent heretofore made and granted to them, and 
their predecessors, by several of our progenitors and ancestors. Kings and 
Queens of England, as by prescription and custom, from time whereof the 
memory of man is not to the contrary, have used and enjoyed, within the 
said borough, divers liberties, franchises, freedoms, immunities and privileges. 

And whereas also Richard the First, King of England, by Letters Patent, 
bearing date the sixth day of December, in the first year of his reign, did 
grant to the Burgesses of the said Borough that they should appoint from 
amongst themselves whomsoever they would for BailifEs and Justices. 

And whereas Edward the Fourth, heretofore King of England, did 
by his Letters Patent, sealed with the great seal of England, bearing date at 
Westminster the first day of March, in the first year of his reign, grant to 
the Bailiffs and Burgesses of the said Borough that they and their successors, 
Burgesses of that Borough, should for ever after consist of two Bailiffs and 
one Commonalty and be a perpetual body and one perpetual Commonalty in 
deed, fact and name and should have perpetual succession. 

And whereas Charles the Second, King of England, did by his Letters 
Patent, under the great seal of England, bearing date at Westminster the 
third day of August, in the fifteenth year of his reign, grant to the same 
Bailiffs and Commonalty of the said Borough that the free Burgesses of the said 
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Borough, the Bailiffs and Commonalty of the same, and their successors, should 
be for ever then after one body corporate and politic, in deed, fact, and name, 
by the name of Mayor and Commonalty of the Borough of Colchester, in the 
County of Essex, and by the same Letters Patent did make, create, confirm, and 
declare them to be one body corporate and politic, really and fully, in deed, 
fact, and name. 

And whereas William and Mary, late King and Queen of England, 
by their Letters Patent, sealed with the great seal of England, bearing date 
at Westminster, the twenty-seventh day of July, in the fifth year of their reign, 
reciting the said Letters Patent of King Charles the Second, did, for them- 
selves, their heirs and successors, ratify and confirm the same, and did also grant 
and confirm to the aforesaid Mayor and Commonalty, and their successors, all 
and singular the franchises, liberties, privileges, freedoms, and immunities, which 
the same Mayor and Commonalty of the said Borough of Colchester, or their 
predecessors, ever had, could, or ought to use and enjoy, together with all their 
manors and hereditaments whatsoever, as by the said several Charters and 
Letters Patent, relation being thereunto had, may more fully appear. 

And whereas it hath been represented unto us, by the humble petition 
of the Burgesses of our said Borough of Colchester, on behalf of themselves 
and the rest of the Burgesses there, that divers disputes having of late time 
arisen within the said Town and Corporation, and informations in nature of 
Quo Warranto having been prosecuted in our Court of King's Bench, and 
Judgments of Ouster obtained against several of the then acting Magistrates 
of the said Corporation, so that the said Corporation is now dissolved, or at 
least incapable of enjoying and exercising their said liberties and franchises; 
we, willing that the petitioners may be relieved in their complaints, as far as 
in us lies, and that there may be one certain and undoubted method of 
preserving our peace within the said borough, and that our people may eujoy 
their rights there and exercise acts of justice without any further delay. 

Know ye therefore, that we, at the humble petition of the Burgesses 
of our said Borough of Colchester, in the County of Essex, un behalf of 
themselves and the rest of the Burgesses there, and by and with the advice of 
our Privy Council, of our especial grace, certain knowledge and mere motion, 
have willed, granted, ordained, constituted and declared, and by these presents, 
for us, our heirs and successors, do will, grant, ordain, constitute, and declare, 
that the said Borough of Colchester, in our County of Essex, may and shall 
be, and remain for ever hereafter, a free borough of itself terminated by all 
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its ancient and former metes and bounds ; and that the men, Free Burgesses 
of the same borough, by -whatsoever name or names of incorporation or 
incorporations, they have heretofore been incorporated or called, and whether they 
have heretofore been incorporated or not, shall and may be for ever hereafter 
one body corporate and politic, in deed, and in name, by the name of the 
Mayor and Commonalty of the Borough of Colchester, in the County of Essex. 
And them, by the name of the Mayor and Commonalty of the Borough of 
Colchester, in the County of Essex, one body corporate and politic, in deed 
fact, and name, we have made, created, confirmed, and declared ; and by these 
presents, really and fully, for us, our heirs and successors, do make, create, 
confirm and declare ; and that by the same name they shall have perpetual 
succession ; and that they, by the name of the Mayor and Commonalty of the 
Borough of Colchester, in the County of Essex, shall and may be for ever 
hereafter persons able and capable in law to have, take, purchase, receive and 
possess manors, lands, tenements, rents, liberties, privileges, jurisdictions, 
franchises, and hereditaments of whatsoever kind, nature, name, or species 
they shall be, to them and their successors, in fee and perpetuity, or for any 
term whatsoever ; and also goods and chattels, or any things of whatsoever 
kind, nature, or species they shall be ; and also to give, grant, demise, 
assign, and dispose of manors, lands, tenements, hereditaments, goods and 
chattels ; and to do and execute all and sini^ular other matters and things 
concerning the borough aforesaid by the name aforesaid ; and that by the 
same name of the Mayor and Commonalty of the Borough of Colchester, in 
the County of Essex, they shall and may be able to plead and to be impleaded, 
answer and be answered unto, defend and be defended, in all and singular 
actions, pleas, suits, plaints, causes, matters and demands, real, personal, or 
mixed, whatsoever, and of whatsoever kind, in whatsoever courts, and before 
whatsoever Judges or Justices, or other Officers or Ministers of us, our heirs 
and successors, moved or to be moved in the same manner and form, as any 
other our liege people of our Kingdom of England, being persons able and 
capable in ths law, or any other body, corporate and politic, within our 
Kingdom of England, may or shall be able to have, take, purchase, possess, 
give, grant, demise, assign or dispose, or to plead or be impleaded, answer or 
be answered unto, defend or be defended. And that the Mayor and 
Commonalty of the Borough aforesaid, and their successors for ever hereafter 
shall have a common seal to serve for all causes and businesses in any manner 
concerning the Borough aforesaid; and that it shall and may be lawful for the 
same Mayor and Commonalty, and their mccessors, the same seal, at their 
will, from time to time to break, alter, and make anew, as to them shall seem 
expedient. 
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And further we will, and by these presents, for us, our heirs and 
successors, we do declare, that for ever hereafter there shall and may, within 
the Borough aforesaid, to be nominated and chosen out of the Free Burgesses 
of that Borough, in the manner in these presents hereafter expressed, one, who 
shall be called the Mayor, eleven others who shall be called the Aldermen, 
eighteen others who shall be called the Assistants, and eighteen others who 
shall be called the Common Council of the same Borough; which said Mayor 
shall likewise be an Alderman of the said Borough ; and which said eleven 
Aldermen, eighteen Assistants and eighteen of the Common Council of the 
Borough aforesaid, from time to time, shall be counselling, aiding and assisting 
to the Mayor of the same Borough, for the time being, in all causes, matters 
and business touching or in any wise concerning that Borough. 

And further we will, and by these presents, for us our heirs and 
successors do grant and confirm to the aforesaid Mayor and Commonalty of 
the said Borough, and their successors, that yearly, from henceforth for ever that 
is to say, on the Monday which shall first happen after the Feast of the Decoll- 
ation of St. John Baptist, it shall and may be lawful, as well for the Free 
Burgesses of the Commonalty of the Borough aforesaid, for the time being, or the 
major part of them, (execept as hereafter excepted) to nominate two of the 
Aldermen of the Borough aforesaid, for the time being, as for the Mayor of 
the Borough aforesaid for the time being, and the residue of the Aldermen or the 
major part of them, after that nomination so made, to elect one of the same Alder- 
men so nominated to be the Mayor of the Borough aforesaid ; and that he who 
shall be so chosen to be the Mayor of the Borough aforesaid, after that election 
made, and before he shall be admitted to execute the office of Mayor, that is to 
say, on the Feast Day of St. Michael the Archangel next following after 
such his election, shall take his corporal oath upon the Holy Evangelists, 
before the last Mayor of the Borough aforesaid, for the time being, his pre- 
decessor, and before the residue of the Aldermen, Assistants and Common 
Council of that Borough, for the time being, or so many of them as shall 
be then present, of whom we will the said last Mayor, if he be living, to 
be one, to execute his office of Mayor of the Borough aforesaid, rightfully 
and faithfidly in all things touching that office ; and after that oath so taken, 
he shall and may be able to execute the office of Mayor of the Borough 
aforesaid, for one whole year, then next following, and from thence, until 
another person into that office shall be duly elected, preferred and sworn ; 
and so from year to year, in every year for ever. And as often as any 
person who shall be elected into the office of Mayor of the said Borough 
shall die, or refuse to take upon him the office of Mayor of the said 
Borough, before he has taken such oath, we will that the like nomination 
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and election shall be speedily made of another person; and he that shall be 
new elected, shall take the like oath to execute the office of Mayor of the said 
Borough, and shall and may execute the said office as aforesaid; and if it shall 
happen that the Mayor of the said borough, for the time being, shall die at 
any time within the year, after he hath been so as aforesaid elected, preferred 
and sworn into the office of Mayor of that borough, we will, and by these 
presents, for us, our heirs, and successors, do grant and confirm to the afore- 
said Mayor and Commonalty of the Borough aforesaid, and to their successors, 
that after the death of such Mayor, that is to say, at a convenient and fit 
time, not to be protracted by unnecessary delays, it shall and may be lawful, 
as well for the Free Burgesses of the Commonalty of the Borough aforesaid, 
for the time being (except as hereafter excepted), or the major part of them, 
to nominate two of the Aldermen of the Borough aforesaid, in form aforesaid, 
as for the residue of the Aldermen not named, or the major part of them, 
after such nomination made, to choose, prefer, and swear one of the same 
Aldermen so nominated Mayor of the said Borough in the place and office 
of the same Mayor so dead ; and that he who shall be so elected, preferred 
and sworn to be Mayor of the Borough aforesaid shall hold and exercise the 
said office, during the remainder of the same year, and from thenceforth until 
another person shall be duly elected, preferred and sworn into that office, in 
form aforesaid ; and in the meantime, the Alderman first in order, after the 
aforesaid Mayor so dying (who shall be in the Borough aforesaid during the 
vacancy of such Mayoralty), shall officiate as Mayor, and so from time to time, 
as often as the case shall so happen, for ever. 

And moreover we will, and by these presents we do declare, that each 
of the Aldermen aforesaid, in form in these presents hereafter to be elected, 
after that he is chosen into the office of an Alderman of the Borough afore- 
said, and before he shall be admitted to exercise that office, shall take his 
corporal oath before the Mayor, residue of the Aldermen, Assistants, and 
Common Council of the Borough aforesaid, for the time being, or so many of 
them as shall be present; whereof the Mayor of the Borough aforesaid for 
the time being we will to be one, rightly and faithfully to execute the office 
of Alderman of the said Borough, in all things touching and concerning the 
same office; and after the said oath so taken, we will, and by these presents, 
for us, our heirs and successors, do grant and confirm to the aforesaid Mayor 
and Commonaliy of the Borough aforesaid, and their successors, that such 
person, so sworn into the office of Alderman of the same Borough, shall use 
and exercise the same during his natural life, unless in the meantime he shall 
be removed from that office, in form and for the cause hereafter mentioned., 
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And if it shall happen that any of the aforesaid Aldermen of the Borough 
aforesaid, by these presents hereafter appointed, or by virtue thereof hereafter 
to be chosen, shall die, or be removed from their office, then, after the death 
or removal of such Aldermen, that is to say, at a convenient and fit time, 
not to be protracted by unnecessary delays, it shall and may be lawful, as 
well for the Free Burgesses of the Commonalty of the Borough aforesaid, for 
the time being (except hereafter excepted), or the major part of them, to 
nominate two of the Assistants of the same borough, for the time being, so 
that neither of them exercise the business of an alehousekeeper, brewer, or 
maltster, as for the Mayor, the residue of the Aldermen then surviving, the 
residue of the Assistants not named, and the Common Council of the Borough 
aforesaid, for the time being, or the major part of them, after such nomination 
made, to choose and prefer one of the same Assistants so named, into the 
office of an Alderman of the said Borough, in the place and office of such 
Alderman so dead or removed, to supply the aforesaid number of Aldermen of 
the Borough aforesaid ; and so from time to time, as often as the case shall 
so happen, for ever. 

We will also, by these presents, that each of the Assistants aforesaid, 
to be chosen in the manner hereafter in these presents mentioned, after he is 
chosen an Assistant of the Borough aforesaid, and before he is admitted to 
exercise the office of an Assistant of the- said Borough, shall take his corporal 
oath before the Mayor, Aldermen, residue of the Assistants, and the Common 
Coimcil of the Borough aforesaid, for the time being, or so many of them as 
shall be then present, of whom the Mayor of the Borough aforesaid for the 
time being we will to be one, truly and faithfully to execute the office of an 
Assistant of the said Borough, in all things touching or concerning the said 
office; and after such oath so taken, we will, and by these presents, for us, our 
heirs and successors, we do grant and confirm to the aforesaid Mayor and 
Commonalty of the Borough aforesaid, and their successors, that such person so 
sworn an Assistant of the same Borough, shall exercise and use the same office 
for and during the term of his natural life, unless in the meantime he shall be 
chosen and preferred to be one of the Aldermen of the said Borough, or for any 
cause or in form hereinafter mentioned, shall be removed from the said office; and 
if it shall happen any of the aforesaid Assistants of the Borough aforesaid, 
appointed by these presents, or hereafter to be chosen by virtue of the same, 
shall die, or be removed from his office of Assistant of the same Borough, 
then, after the death or removal of such Assistant, that is to say, at a con- 
venient and fit time, not to be protracted by unnecessary delays, it shall and 
may be lawful for the Free Burgesses of the Commonalty of the Borough 
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aforesaid, for the time being (except hereafter excepted), or the major part of 
them, to choose and prefer one of the aforesaid eighteen Common Council men 
of the Borough aforesaid, for the time being, into the place of an Assistant of 
that Borough, in the room and stead of such Assistant so dying, or being 
removed, to supply the aforesaid number of Assistants of the Borough aforesaid; 
and so from time to time, as often as the case shall so happen, for ever. 

And moreover we will, and by these presents do declare, that every 
Common Council man of the said Borough, to be chosen in manner hereafter 
in these presents expressed, after that he is chosen one of the Common Council 
of the said Borough, and before he is admitted to exercise the office of 
Common Council man within the said Borough shall take his corporal oath, 
before the Mayor, Aldermen, Assistants, and residue of the Common Council 
of the Borough aforesaid, for the time being, or so many of them as shall 
be present, whereof the Mayor of the said Borough for the time being to 
be always one, truly and faithfully to execute the office of a Common Council 
man of the said Borough, touching and concerning all things belonging to the 
said office, and that after such oath so taken, we wiU and by these presents 
for us, our heirs and successors, do grant and confirm to the aforesaid Mayor 
and Commonalty of the Borough aforesaid, and their successors, that the said 
person, so sworn into the said office of one of the Common Council of the 
said Borough, shall exercise and use the same during the term of his natural 
life, unless in the meantime he shall be elected and preferred to be one 
of the Assistants of the Borough aforesaid, or for any cause hereafter men- 
tioned, he shall be removed from his said office. And if it shall happen that 
any Common Council man of the Borough aforesaid, by these presents 
appointed, or to be chosen hereafter by virtue of the same, shall die, or be 
removed from his office of one of the Common Council of the said Borough, 
then, after the death or removal of such Common Council man, that is to 
say, at a fit and convenient time, not to be protracted by imnecessary delays, 
it shall and may be lawful, as well for the free Burgesses of the Commonalty 
of the Borough aforesaid for the time being, (except hereafter excepted), or the 
major part of them, to nominate two fit men of the worthiest and most dis- 
creet Free Burgesses of the Commonalty of the said Borough, as for the 
Mayor, Aldermen, Assistants, and residue of the Common Council of the Borough 
aforesaid, for the time being, or the major part of them, after such nomination 
made, to choose and prefer one of the same two men, so nominated, into the 
office of one of the Common Council of the said Borough, in the place of 
the Common Council man so dying or being removed, to supply the number 
of eighteen Common Council men of the said Borough, and this from time 
to time, as often as the case shall so happen, for ever. 
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Moreover we will, and by these presents for us, our heirs and successors, 
do grant and confirm to the aforesaid Mayor and Commonalty of the Borough 
aforesaid, and their successors, that if any person, who shall be hereafter in 
due manner elected to the office of Mayor, Alderman, Assistant and Common 
Council, or to any other office within the said Borough, being a member of 
the body of the said Borough, so as aforesaid incorporated, and partaking of 
the Freedom thereof, and having notice of such his election, shall refuse to 
exercise the office to which he shall be so chosen, that then and so often it 
shall and may be lawful for the Mayor, Aldermen, Assistants and Common 
Council of the said Borough for the time being, or the major part of them, 
to impose and set a reasonable fine or amerciament upon every such person 
so refusing, for such his refusal after such election as aforesaid, and if any 
one so refusing shall neglect and refuse to pay the fine or amerciament so 
imposed upon him, that then, and so often as the said case shall so happen, 
to commit every such person so refusing to any of our prisons within the 
Borough aforesaid, and there to detain him or them until he or they shall 
pay, or cause to be paid, such fine or amerciament. 

And further we will, and by these presents ordain that for ever 
hereafter there shall and may be, within the Borough aforesaid, an High 
Steward to advise and direct the Mayor and Commonalty of the said Borough 
in the most important affairs touching the said Borough, which said High 
Steward shall continue in his office of High Steward of the Borough afore- 
said during his natural life, unless in the meantime, of his own free will, 
he shall freely and voluntarily relinquish that office. And if it shall happen 
that any High Steward of the said Borough, by these presents appointed, or 
hereafter to be chosen by virtue thereof, shall die or resign his said office, 
in such case we will, and by these presents for us, our heirs and successors, 
do grant and confirm to the aforesaid Mayor and Commonalty of the Borough 
aforesaid, and their successors, that after the death or resignation of such High 
Steward, that is to say, at a convenient and fit time, not to be protracted 
by unnecessary delays, it shall and may be lawful for the Mayor, Aldermen, 
Assistants, Common Council, and Free Burgesses of the Commonalty of the 
Borough aforesaid, for the time being (except as hereinafter excepted), or the 
major part of them, to choose and prefer one other person to be High Steward 
of the said Borough, in the place of such High Steward so dead or resigning, 
and this from time to time, as often as the case shall so happen, for ever. 

And further we will, and by these presents for us, our heirs and 
successors, do grant and confirm to the aforesaid Mayor and Commonalty of 
the Borough aforesaid, and their successors, that for ever hereafter they shall 
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and may have, in the Borough aforesaid, a man of probity, fitly skilled in 
the law, to be chosen in the manner in these presents expressed, who shall be 
called Recorder of the said Borough, to advise and direct the Mayor and 
Commonalty of the said Borough in whatsoever business shall arise touching or 
concerning the same Borough and to do and execute all other things which do 
belong to the office of Recorder within the said Borough, either by himself or 
by his sufficient deputy ; and that the same person so to be chosen Recorder, 
after that he is chosen Recorder of the said Borough, and before he shall be 
admitted to execute the office of Recorder within the said Borough, shall take 
his corporal oath before the Mayor, Aldermen, Assistants, and Common Council 
of the said Borough for the time being, or so many of them as shall be 
present, of whom we will the Mayor to be one, truly and faithfully to execute 
the office of Recorder of the said Borough in all things touching or concerning 
that office ; and that after such oath so taken, he shall exercise and use the 
office of Recorder of the said Borough during the term of his natural life, 
by himself, or his sufficient deputy, unless in the meantime he shall, of his 
own accord, voluntarily relinquish the said office, or shall be removed for any 
cause hereinafter mentioned. And if it shall happen that any Recorder of 
the said Borough appointed by these presents, or hereafter to be chosen by 
virtue thereof, shall happen to die, or resign his office, or be removed there- 
from, we will, and by these presents for us, our heirs and successors, do 
further grant and confirm to the aforesaid Mayor and Commonalty of the said 
Borough, and their successors, that after the death, resignation, or removal of 
such Recorder, that is to say, at a fit and convenient time, and not to be 
protracted by unnecessary delays, it shall and may be lawful for the Mayor, 
Aldermen, Assistants, and Common Council of the said Borough, for the time 
being, and the rest of the Burgesses of the said Borough (except hereafter 
excepted), or the major part of them, to choose and prefer one other man of 
probity, fitly skilled in the law, into the office of Recorder of the said 
liorough, in the room of such Recorder so dying, resigning, or being removed; 
'and so from time to time, as often as the case shall so happen, for ever. 

And further we will, and by these presents for us, our heirs and 
successors, do ordain, that for ever hereafter there shall and may be, within 
the said Borough, one experienced and honest man who shall be called Town 
Clerk, or Common Clerk, of the said Borough, to be chosen by the Recorder 
of the said Borough for the time being, who, by himself, or his sufficient 
deputy, shall write and prepare all recognizances to be taken and acknowledged 
before the Mayor of the Borough aforesaid, or any other Justice assigned to 
preserve the peace within the same Borough, for the time being; and the said 
recognizances, so taken and acknowledged, shall transcribe and engross upon 
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parchment ; and all and singular laws, ordinances, constitutions, and provisions 
which shall be ordained, established, or made by the Mayor, Aldermen, 
Assistants, and Common Council of the said Borough, for the time being, or 
the major part of them, in their Assemblies in the Town Hall, within the said 
Borough, for the good rule and government of the said Borough, and all 
processes and acts of court, at the Sessions of the Peace, to be held in and 
for the said Borough, and all actions, complaints, pleas, processes, and acts of 
court, in whatsoever other courts within the said Borough, shall enrol ; and shall 
write and prepare all deeds, writings, charters, and muniments, concerning the 
Mayor and Commonalty of the said Borough, and their successors, in their 
corporate or politick capacity; and shall faithfully do and execute all other 
things which appertain to the office of Town Clerk, or Common Clerk, of the 
said Borough. Which said Town Clerk, or Common Clerk, of the said Borough, 
before that he is, or shall be admitted to exercise that office within the said 
Borough, shall take his corporal oath, before the said Mayor, Aldermen, 
Assistants, and Common Council of the said Borough, for the time being, or so 
many of them as shall be present, whereof the Mayor of the said Borough, 
for the time being, we will always to be one, truly and faithfully to execute, 
by himself or his sufficient deputy, the office of Town Clerk in all things 
touching and concerning the said office ; and that after such oath taken, he 
shall and may use and exercise the office of Town Clerk, or Common Clerk, of 
the Borough aforesaid, by himself, or his sufficient deputy, during the pleasure 
of the Recorder of the said Borough ; and also shall receive all the lawful 
fees and profits belonging to his said office of Town Clerk, during such time 
as he shall continue and be in his said office of Town Clerk, as aforesaid. 

And because the dignity of the body corporate may not be wholly 
lost by the non-observance of what is ornamental, we therefore will, and by 
these presents, for us, our heirs and successors, do ordain that the Mayor of the 
said Borough, for the time being, cloathed in a Mayor's gown, and the Aldermen, 
Assistants, and Common Council of the said Borough, for the time being, 
cloathed with garments suitable to their respective offices, shall, upon Sundays,, 
Festivals, and Holy Days, go from the Mayor's dwelling house within the said 
Borough, to church, to attend the performance of Divine service ; and that the 
Serjeants at Mace for the said Borough for the time being together with the 
other officers of the said Borough shall be attending on the Mayor which 
Serjeants at Mace shall bear and carry before the said Mayor a silver mace, 
engraven and ornamented with our Arms. 

And further we will, and by these presents for us, our heirs and 
successors, do grant and confirm to the aforesaid Mayor and Commonalty of the 
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said Borougli, and their successors, that for ever hereafter it shall and may be 
lawful for the Mayor, Aldermen, Assistants, and Common Council of the Borough 
aforesaid, for the time being, and the rest of the Burgesses of the said Borough 
(except' as hereinafter excepted), or the major part of them, as often as need 
shall require, to remove every, or any Aldermen, Assistant, and Common 
Council man, and every Recorder of the said Borough above appointed, or 
hereafter to be chosen, by virtue of these presents, from his or their office, or 
offices, for misbehaviour therein, or for any other just and reasonable cause. 

And w^e further will, and by these presents ordain, that in every 
election hereafter to be made, of any Officer or Minister, within the said 
Borough, in which the Mayor of the said Borough, for the time being, shall 
have a vote, and the voters shall be equally divided in their votes, then, and 
in every such case, the Mayor of the said Borough, for the time being, shall 
have a double, or casting vote, and in all nominations and elections hereafter 
to be made within the said Borough, in which the Free Burgesses of the 
Commonalty of the said Borough shall have votes ; to the end that faction 
and division amongst the voters may, as far as possible be taken away and 
removed ; and that no person who is unworthy or unfit to be an Officer, or 
Minister, within the said Borough, may be preferred through favour or interest, 
we do further will, and by these presents declare, that no Free Burgess of the 
said borough, who, at the time of any nomination and election to be made, 
shall use the trade of a baker, alehousekeeper, or butcher, or shall hold or 
keep a common inn, tavern, or victualling house, or shall serve as chamberlain, 
or drawer, or in any other manner, in a common inn, tavern, or victualling 
house, or serve another person in any business or mystery, for wages or salary, 
or is not a master of a family within the borough aforesaid, and does not pay 
scot and lot there, or shall be found guilty of felony, adultery, fornication, 
drunkenness, or profanation of the most holy name of Grod by frequent oaths, 
or convicted of any crime punishable by the laws and statutes of this realm, 
or who live by alms, shall ever hereafter have a vote in any such nomination 
or election, in any manner howsoever. 

And for the better government of the said Borough, for the present, 
we have nominated, created, constituted, and made, and by these presents for 
us, our heirs and successors, do nominate, create, constitute, and make our 
beloved Thoruas Clamtree, Esq,, of the said borough, to be the first and 
modem Mayor of the said borough; and our beloved Isaac Martin Eebow, 
Charles Cray, and Henry Bevan, Esqrs,, Charles Great, Solomon Smith, 
William Mayhew, Jordan Harris Lisle, John Clarke, Thomas Wilshire, James 
Robjent, and William Hickeringill, gentlemen of the Borough aforesaid, to be 
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the first and modem eleven other Aldermen of the said Borough ; and our 
beloved Charles Gilson, Henry Lodge, John Fiskoj Joseph Baines, Capt. William 
Smith, John Alefounder, "Benjamin Smith, John Baker, Isaac Grreen, William 
Seaber, William Faljard, Joseph Dunningham, John Gilson, Nathaniel Hedge, 
Samuel Clay, Ephraim Shillito, Francis Merry, and Richard Hayward, of the 
said Borough, to be the first and modern eighteen Assistants ; and our beloved 
James Mansfield, Barker Holton, John Tal worth, Martin Bell, John Sarjant, 
Robert Brown, William Smith, Robert Wallis, James Mansfield the younger, 
John Edwards, William Gilson, John Unwin, Thomas Hammond, John Grreen, 
Thomas Mannings, Samuel PhiUips, William Mason the younger, and John 
Aldus, of the Borough afoiesaid, to be the first and modern eighteen Common 
Council ; and our right trusty, and right well-beloved cousin and councellor, 
William Henry, Earl of Rochford, to be the first and modern High Steward of 
the said Borough; and our beloved and faithful Isaac Martin Rebow, Esq., 
being a man of integrity and skilled in the law, to be the first and modern 
Recorder of the said Borough; willing that the said Thomas Clamtree shall be 
and continue Mayor of the said Borough from henceforth until the Feast of 
Decollation of St. John Baptist next following, and from thence until another 
shall be duly elected, preferred, and sworn into that office, according to the 
ordinance and provision in these presents above for that purpose declared, if 
the same Thomas Clamtree shall so long live ; and after his Mayoralty finished, 
he shall be and continue one of the Aldermen of the said Borough, next in 
order after the Mayor to be elected as aforesaid, during his natural life, unless 
in the meantime, for any reasonable cause, he shall be removed from his said 
office. 

And further we will, and by these presents for us, our heirs and 
successors, do grant and confirm to the aforesaid Mayor and Commonalty of 
the said Borough, and their successors, that if it shall happen the Mayor of 
the said Borough, for the time being, shall be prevented by sickness, or be 
employed in the service of us, our heirs or successors, out of the said Borough, 
so that he cannot attend the necessary business of the said Borough, touching 
his office of Mayor of the same Borough, or for any other reasonable cause 
shall be absent from the said Borough, that then, and so often, it shall and 
may be lawful for the said Mayor to appoint and constitute, in his place, 
one honest and discreet man of the Aldermen of the said Borough, for the 
time being, to be his deputy during such his sickness or absence ; which said 
deputy, so to be appointed and constituted, before he shall be admitted to 
exercise the office of Deputy-Mayor within the said Borough, shall take his 
corporal oath, before the Aldermen of the said Borough, for the time being, or 
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so many of the same Aldermen as shall be present, faithfully to execute his 
said office ; and after such oath, so taken, shall and may do, and cause to be 
done, all affairs and business touching, or any ways concerning the said 
Borough, and be present at doing all things which belong to the office of 
Mayor of the Borough, in the sickness or absence of such Mayor, in as full 
and ample manner and form as the said Mayor might or could do if he was 
personally present; and so from time to time^ as often as the case shall so 
happen, for ever. 

And further we will, and by these presents for us, our heirs and 
successors, we do grant and confirm to the aforesaid Mayor and Commonalty 
of the same Borough, and their successors, that if it shall happen that the 
Recorder of the Borough aforesaid, for the time being, shall be prevented by 
sickness, or be otherwise employed, so that he cannot attend the necessary 
business of the said Borough, touching the office of Recorder of the same 
Borough, that then, and so often, it may and shall be lawful for the said 
Recorder to appoint and constitute, in his place, one honest and fit man, 
skilled in the law, to be his deputy during such his sickness or absence; which 
said deputy, so to be appointed and constituted, before he executes his office 
of Deputy- Recorder within the Borough aforesaid, shall take his corporal 
oath, before the Mayor and Aldermen of the said Borough, for the time 
being, or the major part of them, whereof we will the Mayor of the said 
Borough, for the time being, to be one, for the faithful execution of his 
office ; and after such oath, so taken, he shall and may do and execute all 
and singular such things as belong to the office of Recorder of the said 
Borough, during the sickness or absence of such Eecorder, in as ample 
manner and form as such Recorder himself might do and execute if personally 
present ; and so from time to time, as often as the case shall so happen, 
for ever. 

And further we will, and by these presents for us, our heirs and 
successors, we do grant and confirm to the aforesaid Mayor and Commonalty 
of the said Borough, and their successors, that it shall and may be lawful 
for the Mayor, Aldermen, Assistants, and Common Council of the said Borough, 
for the time being, or the major part of them, whereof the Mayor of the 
said Borough, for the time being, we will to be one, together with the 
Recorder of the s^iid Borough, or his Deputy lawfully appointed, to make, 
establish and ordain, the form or forms of an oath or oaths, proper to be 
taken by every Officer and Minister of the said Borough, and by their 
Deputies aforesaid, from time to time respectively, and the same oath or oaths, 
so made, established and ordained, to cause to be administered to the same 
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Officers, Ministers and Deputies respectively, from time to time in form afore- 
said, and this without any other commission or warrant to be procured or 
obtained from us, our heirs or successors, in that behalf. 

Moreover we will, and by these presents for us, our heirs and 
successors, we do grant and confirm to the aforesaid Mayor and Commonalty 
of the same Borough and their successors, that the Mayor, Aldermen, Assistants 
and Common Council of the said Borough, for the time being, or the major 
part of them, whereof we will the Mayor of the said Borough for the time 
being to be one, shall have from time to time, for ever hereafter, full power 
and authority to assemble, in the Common Hall of the said Borough and to 
hold councils there, and in those councils so held, to make, frame, constitute, 
ordain and establish good, wholesome, honest, useful, necessary and reasonable 
laws, constitutions, ordinances and provisions, according to their sound discretions, 
for the good rule and government of the said Borough, and of all and 
singular the Officers, Ministers, Artificers, Inhabitants, and Resiants within the 
said Borough, and the bounds, limits, and precincts of the same, and of all 
others resorting to the said Borough; and for declaring in what method and 
order the said Mayor, Aldermen, Assistants, and Common Council, and all and 
singular the Officers and Ministers of the said Borough, shall behave and 
order themselves within the Borough aforesaid, and the bounds, limits and 
precincts thereof, upon Sundays, festivals and holy days, for the greater order 
of the said Borough, and how the said Mayor, Aldermen, Assistants, Common 
Council, Officers, and Ministers, and all and every the Burgesses, Artificers, 
Inhabitants and Resiants of the said Borough, shall at all times hereafter 
behave and order themselves in their several offices, ministries, functions or 
trades within the said Borough, and the bounds, limits, and precincts thereof, 
for the publick good, and common utility of the said Borough, and also for 
victualling the said Borough, and for other matters concerning the said 
Borough, and for procuring the due execution of the laws, constitutions, 
ordinances and provisions so framed, constituted, ordained and established, which 
we will shall be observed under such pains and penalties, by imprisonment of 
body, or by reasonable fines and amerciaments, or by either of them, to be 
contained in such laws, constitutions, ordinances and provisions, and imposed 
on offenders against the same as to the said Mayor, Aldermen, Assistants and 
Common Council, or the major part of them, whereof the Mayor of the said 
Borough for the time being to be one, shall seem necessary to be set and 
imposed for the better observance of the said laws, constitutions, ordinances 
and provisions, and that all such fines and amerciaments, so to be imposed, 
shall and may be levied and received for the use of the Mayor and Com- 
monalty of the Borough aforesaid, without the let of us, our heirs or successors, 
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or any Officers, or Ministers of us, our heirs or successors, and without any 
account therefore to be rendered to us, our heirs or successors, so nevertheless, 
that those laws, constitutions, ordinances and provisions, and the fines and 
penalties in the same contained, shall not be contrary to the laws, statutes 
or customs of that part of our kingdom of Grreat Britain called England. 
And to the end that full and speedy Justice may be the better administered 
to all our subjects residing there, and resorting thither, as the law requires, 
we further will and by these presents do ordain, that the Mayor and Recorder 
of the Borough aforesaid, and their Deputies for the time being and the 
Alderman who was the last Mayor of the same Borough, and two other Alder- 
men, shall be yearly chosen Justices of our Peace, in the usual and accustomed 
manner, and they and each of them shall be the Justice and Justices of us 
our heirs and successors, to preserve and keep the peace of us, our heirs and 
successors within the said Borough, and the liberties and precincts thereof, 
and the statutes and ordinances made at Winchester, Northampton, and "West- 
minster, for the keeping of the same peace ; and the statutes and ordinances 
there and at Cambridge, concerning hunters, workmen, artificers, servants, hostlers, 
beggars, vagrants, and other men who call themselves travelling men ; and 
also a certain other statute made in the Parliament of the Lord Henry the 
Fifth, late King of England, holden at Westminster aforesaid, touching the 
counterfeiting, clipping, washing, and otherwise falsifying the coin of the realm, 
and also all and singular ordinances and statutes made and to be made for 
the good and peace of us, our heirs and successors, and the quiet rule and 
government of the people of us, our heirs and successors, in all articles 
within the Borough aforesaid, the liberties and precincts thereof, to be kept 
according to the force, form, and effect of the same, and to chastise and punish 
all those who shall be found ofBending against the form of the ordinances and 
statutes aforesaid according to the said statutes and ordinances, and to cause 
aU such • persons to be brought before them who shall threaten the hurt of us, 
our heirs and successors, or the people of us our heirs and successors con- 
cerning their bodies, or by firing of their houses, and to make them find sufficient 
security for the keeping our peace, and well behaving themselves towards us, 
and the people of us, our heirs and successors, and if they shall refuse to find 
such security, then to commit or cause them to be committed to the prison of 
the said Borough, until they shall find such security. 

And moreover, that they or any three of them, whereof the Mayor 
and Recorder of the Borough aforesaid, or their Deputies, for the time being, 
we will to be two, shall have full power and authority hereafter for ever, to 
inquire, by the oaths of good and sufficient men of the Borough aforesaid, 
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and the liberties and precincts thereof, by whom the truth oi the premises 
may be the better known, of all manner of felonies, trespasses, forestallers, regrators, 
and extortioners within the said Borough, liberties and precincts thereof, by 
whomsoever in any manner done or committed, and which shall hereafter 
happen to be done or committed therein ; and also of all and singular other 
matters and things done, attempted or committed, or which hereafter shall be 
done, attempted or committed within the said Borough, liberties or precincts 
thereof, which ought and have been accustomed to be inquired into by the 
Justices of us, our heirs and successors, and the Justices of us, our heirs and 
successors, appointed or to be appointed to inquire of such felonies, trespasses 
and misdemeanors, in any County in that part of our Kingdom of Great Britain, 
called England, by virtue of the ordinances and statutes aforesaid, heretofore 
made and done, or hereafter to be made and done ; and to hear and determine 
all and singular the premises, and all other things whatsoever done, attempted 
or committed or hereafter to be done, attempted or committed within the said 
Borough, liberties or precincts thereof, which by such the keepers of the peace 
of us, our heirs and successors, and by the Justices of us, our heirs and successors 
assigned, and to be assigned, to hear and determine such felonies, trespasses, and 
misdemeanours in any County, in that part of our Kingdom of Great Britain called 
England, by virtue of the ordinances and statutes aforesaid, may be heard and 
determined, and which used, and ought to be by them, the said Mayor and Recor- 
der, and their deputies and Aldermen, of the said Borough, or any three of them 
whereof the Mayor and Recorder of the said Borough, or their deputies for the time 
being, we will to be two, heard and determined, according to the laws and 
customs of that part of our Kingdom of Great Britain, called England, and 
the form of the ordinances and statutes aforesaid; so that all writs, precepts, 
and other warrants, for all and singular the premises aforesaid, be made and 
directed to the Officers of the Borough aforesaid and shall be executed by 
them, without any other writ, precept or warrant, in any manner to be directed 
to or by the SherifE or Coroner of us, our heirs and successors, within our 
County of Essex, so that the Justices of the Peace of us, our heirs and 
successors, assigned, or to be assigned, to hear and determine all such felonies, 
trespasses and misdemeanours, done and perpetrated, or to be done and per- 
petrated, in the said County of Essex, or any of them, may not enter the 
Borough aforesaid, or the liberties or precincts thereof, nor in any manner, nor 
under any pretence intermeddle, or do anything belonging or appertaining to 
such Justices of Peace within the said Borough. 

We will also, that every such Mayor and Recorder of the said 
Borough, and their deputies, and the aforesaid three Aldermen of the said 
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Borough, for the time being, before that he shall be admitted to exercise the 
office of a Justice of the Peace within the said Borough, shall respectively 
take his corporal oath upon the Holy Evangelists of God, well and truly to 
exercise the office of Justice of the Peace within the said Borough, the liberties 
and precincts thereof, according to the laws and statutes of this realm, in such 
cases made and provided, that is to say, the Mayor and his deputy, and the 
aforesaid three Aldermen, before the Recorder aforesaid, or his deputy, and the 
Recorder and his Deputy before the Mayor or his deputy for the time being, 
to which said Mayor and Recorder, and their deputies, we do give, grant and 
coniirm, by these presents, full power and authority to administer such oath as 
aforesaid, without any other warrant or commission from us, our heirs or successors, 
to be had or obtained in that behalf. 

And that nothing may be permitted in the said Borough whereby 
the Burgesses of the said Borough may be induced to become vicious or to 
disturb our peace within the said Borough, we will that the Justices appointed 
to keep the peace within the said Borough, for the time being, shall not 
hereafter permit any person to retail Ale or Beer, hopped or unhopped, within 
the said Borough without a lawful licence, in that behalf first had and obtained; 
and that they may not rashly and inconsiderately grant licence to any person, 
we will that such Hcence, so granted, be made in writing and subscribed 
with the hands of two of the Justices aforesaid, whereof the Mayor of the 
Borough aforesaid, for the time being, we will to be one ; otherwise such 
licence shall be void. 

And further we will, and by these presents for us, our heirs and 
successors, we do grant and confirm to the aforesaid Mayor and Commonalty 
of the said Borough, and their successors, that for ever hereafter it shall and 
may be lawful for the Mayor and Recorder of the said Borough, and their 
Deputies, and the aforesaid three Aldermen of the said Borough for the time 
being, or any three of them, whereof the Mayor and Recorder of the said 
Borough, or their Deputies, for the time being, we wiU shall be two, in every 
year, at four times of the year, according to the form of the statute in that case 
made and provided, to hold and keep within the Common Hall of the said Borough, 
or in any other convenient place within the said Borough, and the liberties and 
precincts thereof, the sessions of the peace, concerning all matters, things, 
causes and offences, happening, accruing, arising, done or committed within the 
said Borough, liberties and precincts thereof; and to do and execute all things 
in the said sessions of the peace, in as ample manner and form as the said 
Justices of the Peace of our said County of Essex might and may do and 
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execute, in the like cases, at the sessions to be hold en in and for the said 
County. 

Moreover we "wUl, and by these presents for us, our heirs and 
successors, do grant and confirm to the aforesaid Mayor and Commonalty of 
the said Borough, and their successors, that the Mayor and Recorder of the 
said Borough, or their Deputies for the time being, shall for ever hereafter 
have the cognizance of all pleas, as well real as personal and mixt, and of 
all other pleas whatsoever, of lands and tenements within the said Borough, 
liberties and precincts thereof, and also of pleas of assize, novel disseisin, 
mort d'ancestor, redisseisin, attainders, and certificates of assize, and of all pleas 
of debt, covenant, detinue, account, trespass, and of all other pleas whatsoever 
within the said Borough liberties or precincts thereof arising or to arise, 
moved or to be moved, in whatsoever of our courts, whether before us, our 
heirs and successors, or before us, our heirs and successors, in our court of 
chancery, or before the Treasurer and Barons of our Exchequer, or our Justices 
of the Common Pleas, or Justices of Assize, or other Justices of us, our heirs 
successors, whatsoever ; and that the Mayor and Recorder of the said Borough, 
or their Deputies for the time being, shall and may hold and determine all 
such pleas before themselves in the Common Hall of the Borough aforesaid, and , 
grant executions thereon. 

And that the said Mayor and Recorder of the Borough aforesaid, or 
their deputies for the time being, shall and may have and hold the Courts 
of us, our heirs and successors, in the aforesaid common hall, before the Mayor 
or his Deputy for the time being, every week, upon Monday and Thursday ; 
and that they the said Mayor and Recorder, or their Deputies, and their 
successors, shall and may hold, in the court aforesaid, all personal pleas by 
complaints before the Mayor and Recorder or their Deputies for the time 
being, to be relieved and affirmed in the same court ; and the persons against 
whom such complaints are, or shall happen to be prosecuted or moved, may 
arrest, or attach by process of law upon their bodies, goods, and chattels 
within the said Borough, the liberties and precincts thereof, and to cause their 
bodies to be committed to prison ; and to hold all other pleas of lands and 
tenements in the court aforesaid, upon every other Monday, and all the pleas 
aforesaid, and the pleas of our court of piepowder, there to hear and deter- 
mine, and to give judgment thereupon, and also to cause executions to be 
made from time to time, in such manner and form as hath been heretofore 
used and accustomed within the said Borough, for the hearing, determining 
and prosecuting the same. 
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And further we will, and by these presents for us, our heirs and 
successors, do grant and confirm to the aforesaid Mayor and Commonalty of 
the said Borough, and their successors, that they shall, and may for ever 
hereafter have cognizance of pleas of debt, and trespasses within the said 
Borough, and precincts and liberties thereof, arising, belonging to the jurisdiction 
of our high Admiral of England there, and power and authority to hold a 
court within the said Borough, before the Mayor of the said Borough, or his 
Deputy for the time being, every Thursday in every week for ever, concern- 
ing such pleas and may hear such pleas in the same court, and give judgment, 
and by due process of law make out executions thereon, so that our High 
Admiral of England, or Commissioners for executing the office of High Admiral 
of England, for the time being, may enter the same Borough, and liberties, and 
precincts thereof, touching such debts and trespasses, and for all other purposes, 
touching or in any wise concerning our Admiralty, as often as he or-they shall 
see fit, anything in these presents contained to the contrary thereof in any wise 
notwithstanding. 

And whereas Edward the Second heretofore King of England, by 
his Letters Patent under his great seal of England, bearing date at York, in 
the twelfth year of his reign, did grant to the Burgesses of the Borough 
aforesaid, that they the said Burgesses, and their successors, should for ever 
have in the said Borough, one Fair in every year, to continue for eight 
days, that is to say, on the vigil and on the day of St, Dennis, and for six 
days following, unless such Fair tended to the hurt and prejudice of the 
neighbouring Fairs. And whereas it was represented to our royal predecessors. 
King William and Queen Mary, by several credible Free Burgesses of the 
said Borough, that it would be for the good of the same Borough if the 
said Fair, so as aforesaid granted, should be reduced to four days only, to 
which said request our said royal predecessors did graciously condescend by 
their said Letters Patent herein before referred to ; therefore we will, and by 
these presents, for us, our heirs and successors, do grant and confirm to the 
aforesaid Mayor and Commonalty of the said Borough, and their successors, 
that they and their successors, shall and may have, in the said Borough, 
one Fair every year, for four days only, that is to say, on the Vigil and 
on the Feast of St. Dennis, and to continue for two days then next following, 
unless it be to the detriment of the neighbouring Fairs. 

And further we will, and by these presents for us, our heirs and 
successors, do grant and confirm to the aforesaid Mayor and Commonalty of 
the said Borough, and their successors, that no person who is a foreigner and 
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not free of the said Borough, shall hereafter use or exercise any art, mystei'y, 
or manual occupation within the said Borough, liberties or precincts thereof, 
nor buy or sell within the said Borough, liberties or precincts thereof (except 
in fairs, during the time of those fairs), any goods, wares or merchandizes, 
except victuals, by parcels or retail, unless one of the contracting parties be 
free of the said Borough; and if any foreigner, not free of the said Borough, 
who buys of, or sells to such other foreigner, any goods, wares or merchandizes, 
except victuals, within the said Borough or precincts thereof (except in fairs, 
in the time of such fairs), otherwise than in gross, he shall forfeit all such 
goods, wares and merchandizes, as time out of mind hath been used and 
accustomed; and the chief Officer or Officers of the said Borough, for the 
time being, by themselves or the Officers of the said Borough, or in default of 
capital Officers, any free man or men of the said Borough, interesting them- 
selves and himself therein, may seize all such goods and merchandizes so 
forfeited, into their hands, as they have used and been accustomed to do; and 
detain and appraise them by good and lawful men of the liberty of the said 
Borough, and dispose of and convert the same to the use of the Commonalty 
of the Borough aforesaid, without any account to us, or our heirs, or successors, 
to be therefore rendered or made, unless the person who forfeited such goods 
or merchandizes wiU redeem the same, at the value : Which custom we have 
confirmed, and do by these presents confirm, willing that whatsoever may be 
hereafter received shall be laid up for the common benefit of the whole Com- 
monalty of the said Borough, according to the custom immemorial used and 
approved within the said Borough ; and that the common treasure of the said 
Borough, so laid up, be not converted to private uses, but expended for the 
pubKck service and emolument of the said Borough, and not otherwise. 

And lest the limits and boundaries of the said Borough, and the 
wards thereof, although now sufficiently known, nevertheless in process of time 
they may slip the memory of men, whereby strifes and discord may arise, we 
will, and by these presents for us, our heirs and successors, do grant and 
confirm to the aforesaid Mayor and Commonalty of the said Borough, and 
their successors, that it shall and may be lawful for the said Mayor and 
Commonalty of the said Borough, and their successors, yearly for ever hereafter 
to make a perambulation of the said Borough and wards, and the bounds and 
precincts thereof; and to place and erect metes and divisions in necessary 
places, to be renewed as often as occasion shall require, that so certain 
knowledge of the said limits and bounds may be retained for ever. 

And we further will, and by these presents for us, our heirs and 
successors, do ratify, confirm and restore, as far as in us lies, to the afore- 
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said Mayor and Commonalty of the Borough aforesaid, and their successors, 
all and singular, so many, such like, and the same hamlets, commons, pastures, 
fairs, markets, courts of piepowder, view of frankpledge, and other courts, 
returns of writs, fisheries, fishings, waters, conservancy of waters, rivers, creeks 
and banks, wharfs, keys, tronage, tolls, goods and chattels of felons, felons of 
themselves, outlaws goods, waived and howsoever condemned, of persons con- 
victed, deodands, strays, fines, amerciaments, profits, commodities, advantages, 
emoluments, hereditaments, authorities, liberties, privileges, rights, jurisdictions, 
immunities, freedoms and exemptions whatsoever, which the men, free burgesses 
of the said Borough, now or heretofore had used or enjoyed, or as they or 
any of them, or their predecessors. Burgesses of the said Borough, by what- 
soever name or names, or by whatsoever title of incorporation they were known, 
or incorporated, to them or their successors, by reason or virtue of any 
Charters or Letters Patent by any of our progenitors or ancestors, late Kings 
or Queens of England, heretofore made, granted or confirmed, or by whatsoever 
other lawful manner, right, title, custom, prescription or use, heretofore 
lawfully used, had or accustomed (except all and singular things in any thing 
contrary to these presents, or in any Charter of grant or confirmation of any 
our progenitors or ancestors heretofore excepted), to have, hold and enjoy, to 
the same Mayor and Commonalty of the Borough aforesaid, and their successors 
for ever, to the only and proper use and behoof of the same Mayor and 
Commonalty, and their successors for ever, under the ancient fee farm therefore 
accustomed to be rendered to us for the same; willing that the aforesaid Mayor 
and Commonalty of the said Borough, and their successors for ever, shall have, 
hold, enjoy and use all and singular the said hamlets, commons, pastures, 
common of pasture, fairs, markets, courts of piepowder, view of frankpledge, 
and other courts, return of writs, fisheries, fishings, waters, conservancies of 
waters, rivers, creeks, banks, wharfs, keys, tronage, tolls, goods and chattels of 
felons, felons of themselves, outlaws goods waived and howsoever condemned, 
or otherwise convicted, deodands, estrays, profits, commodities, advantages, 
emoluments, hereditaments, authorities, liberties, privileges, rights, jurisdictions, 
immunities, freedoms and exemptions (except before excepted), according to the 
true intent and meaning of these our Letters Patent, without the let, hindrance 
or impediment of us, our heirs or successors. Justices, Sheriffs, Bailiffs, Officers, 
or Ministers whatsoever of us, our heirs and successors; willing moreover that 
the said Mayor and Commonalty, or their successors, or any of them, or any 
of our Justices, Officers or Ministers of us, our heirs or successors, of the said 
Borough, shall not be any ways hindered or molested, for or concerning the 
due use, claim, abuse, or disuse of any of their liberties, franchises, or juris- 
dictions aforesaid, heretofore made or done, nor be compelled or compellable in 
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any manner to answer the same ; although express mention be not in these 
presents made of the true yearly value, or of the certainty of the premises, or 
of any of them, or of any other gifts or grants by us, or by any of our 
progenitors or predecessors, to the aforesaid Mayor and Commonalty of the 
Borough of Colchester aforesaid, heretofore made and granted ; and notwith- 
standing any statute, act, ordinance, provision, proclamation, or restriction 
made, proclaimed, ordained, or provided to the contrary, or any other matter, 
cause or thing whatsoever, in any wise notwithstanding. 

We will also, and by these presents do grant to the said Mayor and 
Commonalty, that they shall and may have these our Letters Patent, made and 
sealed in due manner, under our great seal of Grreat Britain, without any fine 
or fee, great or small, to be therefore in any wise rendered, paid or done, to 
us in our hanaper, or elsewhere, to our use. 

In witness whereof we have caused these our Letters to be made patent. 

Witness ourself at Westminster the ninth day of September, in the 
third year of our reign. 

By writ of Privy Seal. 

Cooks. 



[The original Charter is in English]. 
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BorouGb ot ^p Colcbestet, 



Cbartet of 58 (ScotQC 

20th Februaey, 1818. 

GeOt^C the XTbltbt by the arace of God, of the United 
Kingdom of Grreat Britain and Ireland King, Defender of the Faith, to all 
to whom these presents shall come. 

Whereas the Borough of Colchester, in our County of Essex, is one 
of the most ancient Boroughs in that part of our United Kingdom called 
England, is large and populous, containing in itself four wards and sixteen 
parishes, and chiefly inhabited by Burgesses carrying on considerable trade 
and merchandise. 

And whereas the Burgesses of the said Borough as well by means 
of divers Charters and Letters Patent heretofore made and granted to them 
and their predecessors by several of our progenitors and ancestors. Kings and 
Queens of England, as by prescription and custom, from time whereof the 
memory of man is not to the contrary, have used and enjoyed within the 
said Borough divers liberties, franchises, freedoms, privileges, and immunities. 

And whereas we, by our Letters Patent, under the Great Seal of 
Great Britain, bearing date at Westminster, the ninth day of September, in 
the third year of our reign, at the humble petition of the Burgesses of our 
said Borough of Colchester, on behalf of themselves and the rest of the 
Burgesses there, and by and with the advice of our Privy Council, of our 
especial grace, certain knowledge, and mere motion for us, our heirs, and 
successors, did will, grant, ordain, constitute, and declare, that the said Borough 
of Colchester might and should be and remain for ever thereafter a Free 
Borough of itself, terminated by all its ancient and former metes and bounds, 
and that the men, Free Burgesses of the same Borough, by whatsoever name 
or names of incorporation or incorporations they had theretofore been incor- 
porated or called, and whether they had theretofore been incorporated or not, 
should and might be for ever thereafter one body corporate and politic, in 
deed and in name, by the name of the Mayor and Commonalty of the Borough 
of Colchester, in the County of Essex ; and them by the name of the Mayor 
and Commonalty of the Borough of Colchester, in the County of Essex, one 
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body corporate and politic, in deed, fact, and name, we did by those our letters 
patent, really and fully, for us, our heirs, and successors, make, create, confirm, 
and declare; and that by the same name they should have perpetual succession, 
as by the said recited Letters Patent, relation being thereunto had, will among 
other things more fully and at large appear. 

And whereas, since the granting of our said Letters Patent as afore- 
said, it hath been represented unto us, by the humble petition of divers 
Burgesses of our said Borough of Colchester, on behalf of themselves and 
others of the Burgesses there, that divers differences having of late time 
arisen within the said town and corporation, and informations in nature of 
Quo Warranto having been prosecuted in our Court of King's Bench, and 
Judgments of Ouster obtained against several of the Members of the said 
Corporation, the said Corporation is now incapable of enjoying and. exercising 
their said liberties and franchises; we, willing that the petitioners may be 
relieved in their complaints, as far as in us lies, and that there may be one 
certain and undoubted method of preserving our peace within the said Borough, 
and that our people may enjoy their rights there and exercise acts of justice 
without any further delay : 

Know ye therefore, that we, at the humble petition of the said 
Biirgesses of our said Borough of Colchester, in the County of Essex, on 
behalf of themselves and others of the Burgesses there, and by and with the 
advice of our Privy Council, of our especial grace, certain knowledge, and 
mere motion, have willed, granted, ordained, constituted, and declared, and 
by these presents for us, our heirs and successors, do will, grant, ordain, 
constitute, and declare that the said Borough of Colchester, in our County of 
Essex, may and shall be and remain for ever hereafter a Free Borough of 
itself, terminated by all its ancient and former metes and bounds ; and that 
the men. Free Burgesses of the same Borough, by whatsoever name or names 
of incorporation or incorporations they have heretofore been incorporated or 
called, and whether they may have heretofore been incorporated or not, shall and 
may be for ever hereafter one body corporate and politic, in deed and in name, by 
the name of the Mayor and Commonalty of the Borough of Colchester, in the 
County of Essex. And them, by the name of the Mayor and Commonalty of 
the Borough of Colchester, in the County of Essex, one body corporate and 
politic, in deed, fact and name, we have made, created, confirmed and 
declared, and by these presents really and fully, for us, our heirs and suc- 
cessors, do make, create, confirm and declare; and that by the same name they 
shall have perpetual succession; and that they, by the name of the Mayor 
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and Commonalty of the Borough of Colchester, in the County of Essex, shall 
and may be for ever hereafter persons able and capable in law to have, take, 
purchase, receive, and possess manors, lands, tenements, rents, liberties, 
privileges, jurisdictions, franchises and hereditaments, of whatsoever kind, 
nature, name or species they shall or may be, to them and their successors in 
fee and perpetuity, or for any term whatsoever, and also goods and chattels, 
or any other things, of whatsoever kind, nature, or species they shall or may 
be ; and also to give, grant, demise, assign, convey, transfer, and dispose of 
manors, lands, tenements, hereditaments, goods and chattels, and to do and 
execute all and singular other matters and things concerning the Borough 
aforesaid, by the name aforesaid for ever; and that by the same name of the 
Mayor and Commonalty of the Borough of Colchester, in the County of Essex, 
they shall and may be able to plead and to be impleaded, answer and be 
answered unto, defend and be defended, in all and singular actions, pleas, 
suits, plaints, causes, matters, and demands, real, personal or mixed whatsoever, 
and of whatsoever kind, in whatsoever courts, and before whatsoever Judges or 
Justices, or other Officers or Ministers of us, our heirs and successors, moved 
or to be moved, in the same manner and form as any other our liege people 
of that part of our United Kingdom called England, being persons able and 
capable in the law, or any other body corporate and politic whatsoever within 
that part of our United Kingdom called England, may or shall be able to 
have, take, purchase, give, grant, demise, assign, convey, transfer, or dispose 
of, or to plead or be impleaded, answer or be answered xmto, defend or be 
defended. And that the Mayor and Commonalty of the Borough aforesaid, 
and their successors for ever hereafter, shall have a common seal, to serve for 
all causes and businesses, in any manner concerning the Borough aforesaid ; 
and that it shall and may be lawful, for the same Mayor and Commonalty, 
and their successors, the same seal at their will, from time to time, to break, 
alter, and make anew, as to them shall seem expedient. 

And further we will, and by these presents for us, our heirs and 
successors, do declare, that for ever hereafter there shall and may be within 
the Borough aforesaid, to be nominated and chosen out of the Free Burgesses 
of that Borough, in the manner in these presents hereinafter expressed, one 
who shall be called the Mayor, eleven others who shall be called the Aldermen, 
eighteen others who shall be called the Assistants, and eighteen others who 
shall be called the Common Council of the said Borough ; and which said 
Mayor shall likewise be an Aldermen of the said Borough ; and which said 
eleven Aldermen, eighteen Assistants, and eighteen of the Common Council of 
the Borough aforesaid, from time to time shall be counselling, aiding and 
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assisting to tke Mayor of the same Borough for the time being, in all causes, 
matters and businesses touching or in any wise concerning the said Borough. 

And further we will, and by these presents for us, our heirs and 
successors, do grant and confirm to the aforesaid Mayor and Commonalty of 
the said Borough, and their successors, that yearly, from henceforth for ever 
(that is to say), on the Monday which shall first and next happen after the 
Feast of the Decollation of St. John the Baptist, it shall and may be lawful, 
as well for the Free Burgesses of the Commonalty of the Borough aforesaid, 
for the time being, or the major part of them, except as hereinafter excepted, 
to nominate two of the Aldermen of the Borough aforesaid for the time being 
as for the Mayor of the Borough aforesaid for the time being, and the residue 
of, the Aldermen of the said Borough not so nominated, and who shall and may 
be present (not being fewer than four in number) at the election of a Mayor, 
as hereinafter mentioned, or the major part of them so present, after nomination 
so made, to elect one of the same Aldermen so nominated as aforesaid to be the 
Mayor of the Borough aforesaid, and that he who shall be so chosen to be the 
Mayor of the Borough aforesaid, after such election made, and before he shall 
be admitted to execute the office of Mayor (that is to say), on the feast-day of 
St. Michael the Archangel next following after such his election, shall take his 
corporal oath upon the Holy Evangelists, before the last Mayor of the Borough 
aforesaid for the time being, his predecessor, and any two of the Aldermen of the 
said Borough for the time being, or in case of the absence of such last Mayor, 
then before the Recorder of the said Borough, or his deputy, for the time being, 
and any two of the Aldermen of the said Borough for the time being, to execute 
his office of Mayor of the Borough aforesaid rightfully and faithfully, in all things 
touching that office; and after that oath so taken, he shall and may be able 
to execute the office of Mayor of the Borough aforesaid for one whole year 
then next following, and from thence until another person into that office shall 
be duly elected, preferred and sworn as aforesaid, and so from year to year in 
every year for ever. And as often as any person who shall be elected into the 
office of Mayor of the said Borough shall happen to die, or shall refuse to 
take upon himself the office of Mayor of the said Borough, before he shall 
have taken such oath as aforesaid, we will that the like nomination and election 
as aforesaid shall be speedily and without delay made of another person to fill 
and execute that office as aforesaid, and he that shall be so newly elected as 
aforesaid shall take the like oath to execute the office of Mayor of the said Bor- 
ough; and shall and may execute the said office as aforesaid. And if it shall 
happen that the Mayor of the said Borough for the time being, after he hath been 
so as aforesaid elected, preferred and sworn into the said office of Mayor of the 
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said Borougli, shall happen to die at any time within the said year, for which he 
shall have been so elected as aforesaid, or before another person shall have been 
duly elected, preferred and sworn into that office as aforesaid, we will, and by these 
presents for us, our heirs and successors, do grant and confirm to the aforesaid 
Mayor and Commonalty of the Borough aforesaid, and to their successors, that, 
within a reasonable and convenient time after the death of such Mayor, it shall 
and may be lawful, as well for the Free Burgesses of the Commonalty of the 
Borough aforesaid for the time being, except as hereinafter excepted, or the 
major part of them, to nominate two of the Aldermen of the Borough afore- 
said, in manner and form aforesaid, as for the residue of the Aldermen of the 
said Borough not so nominated, and who may be then present (not being fewer 
than four in number), or the major part of them so present, after such 
nomination made, to chuse, prefer and swear one of the same Aldermen so 
nominated Mayor of the said Borough as last aforesaid, in the place and 
office of the same Mayor so dead ; and that he who shall be so elected, 
preferred and sworn to be Mayor of the said Borough as last aforesaid, shall 
hold and exercise the said office until the feast day of St. Michael the 
Archangel then next following, and from thenceforth until another person shall 
be duly elected, preferred and sworn into that office in manner and form 
aforesaid ; and that during the vacancy of the Mayoralty as aforesaid, the 
Alderman then living who shall have last served the office of Mayor, and in 
case no such Alderman shall then be living, the Alderman who shall be first 
in order and precedence as hereinafter named, or in case of the death, 
resignation, or removal of all the Aldermen herein named, then the Alderman 
who shall be first in seniority of election, who shall be in the Borough afore- 
said, shall officiate as Mayor, and so from time to time, as often as the case 
shall so happen, for ever. 

And moreover we will, and by these presents do declare, that each 
of the Aldermen aforesaid, in form in these presents hereafter to be elected 
after that he is chosen into the office of an Alderman of the Borough afore- 
said, and before he shall be admitted to exercise that office, shall take his 
corporal oath before the Mayor and any two of the Aldermen of the Borough 
aforesaid for the time being, rightly and faithfully to execute the office of 
Alderman of the said Borough in all things touching and concerning the same 
office; and after the said oath so taken, we will, and by these presents for 
us, our heirs and successors, do grant and confirm to the aforesaid Mayor and 
Commonalty of the Borough aforesaid, and their successors, that such person 
so sworn into the office of Alderman of the same Borough, shall use and 
exercise the same during his natural life, unless he shall be removed from that 
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office as hereinafter mentioned, or shall resign his said office; and if it shall 
happen that any one of the Aldermen of the Borough aforesaid by these 
presents appointed, or by virtue thereof hereafter to be chosen, shall die, be 
removed from or resign his said office, then after the death, removal, or 
resignation of such Alderman (that is to say), at a convenient and within a 
reasonable time, it shall and may be lawful, as well as for the Free Burgesses of 
the Commonalty of the Borough aforesaid for the time being (except as herein- 
after excepted),, or the major part of them, to nominate two of the Assistants 
of the same Borough for the time being (so that neither of them exercise the 
business of an alehouse-keeper, brewer, or maltster) as for the Mayor, the 
residue of the Aldermen then living, the residue of the Assistants not named, 
and the Common Council of the Borough aforesaid for the time being, or the 
major part of them, the said Mayor, Aldermen, Assistants, and Common Council 
who shall be present on such occasion (the said Assistants and Common Council 
not being fewer in number than seven respectively), after such nomination 
made, to chuse and prefer one of the same Assistants so named into the office 
of an Alderman of the said Borough in the place and stead of such Alderman 
so dead, removed, or having resigned as aforesaid to supply the aforesaid 
number of Aldermen of the Borough aforesaid, and so from time to time, as 
often as the case shall so happen, for ever. 

We will also, by these presents, that each of the Assistants aforesaid, 
to be chosen in the manner hereinafter in these presents mentioned, after he is 
chosen an Assistant of the Borough aforesaid, and before he is admitted to 
exercise the office of an Assistant of the said Borough, shall take his corporal 
oath before the Mayor and any two of the Aldermen of the Borough afore- 
said for the time being, truly and faithfully to execute the office of an Assistant 
of the said Borough in all things touching or concerning the said office ; and 
after such oath so taken, we will, and by these presents for us, our heirs and 
successors, do grant and confirm to the aforesaid Mayor and Commonalty of 
the Borough aforesaid, and their successors, that such person so sworn an 
Assistant of the same Borough as aforesaid, shall exercise and use the same 
office for and during the term of his natural life, unless he shall be chosen 
and preferred to be one of the Aldermen of the said Borough, or for any 
cause as hereinafter mentioned, shall be removed from or shall resign his said 
office; and if it shall happen that any of the aforesaid Assistants- of the 
Borough aforesaid, appointed by these presents or hereafter to be chosen by 
virtue of the same, as aforesaid, shall die, be removed from or resign his said 
office of Assistant of the same Borough, then after the death, removal or 
resignation of such Assistant (that is to say), at a convenient and within a 

303 



reasonable time, it shall and may be lawful for the Free Burgesses of the 
Gommonalty of the Borough aforesaid for the time being (except as hereinafter 
excepted), or the major part of them, to chuse and prefer one of the aforesaid 
eighteen Common Council men of the Borough aforesaid, for the time being, 
into the place of an Assistant of that Borough in the room and stead of such 
Assistant so dead, removed or having resigned, to supply the aforesaid number 
of Assistants of the Borough aforesaid, and so from time to time, as often as 
the case shall so happen, for ever. 

And moreover we will, and by these presents do declare, that every 
Common Council man of the said Borough, to be chosen in manner hereafter 
in these presents expressed, after that he is chosen one of the Common Council 
of the said Borough as hereinafter mentioned, and before he shall be admitfed 
to exercise the office of Common Council man within the said Borough, shall 
take his corporal oath before the Mayor and any two of the Aldermen of the 
Borough aforesaid for the time being, truly and faithfully to execute the office 
of a Common Council man of the said Borough touching and concerning all 
things belonging to the said Office; and that after such oath so taken, we 
will, and by these presents, for us, our heirs and successors, do grant and 
confirm to the aforesaid Mayor and Commonalty of the Borough aforesaid, and 
their successors, that the said person so sworn into the said office of one of 
the Common Council of the said Borough shall exercise and use the same 
during the term of his natural Hfe, unless he shall be elected and be preferred to 
be one of the Assistants of the Borough aforesaid, or for any cause hereinafter 
mentioned shall be removed from or shall resign his said office; and if it shall 
happen that any Common Council man of the Borough aforesaid, by these 
presents appointed or to be chosen hereafter by virtue of the same, shall die, 
be removed from or shall resign his said office of one of the Common Council 
of the said Borough, then, from and after the death, removal, or resignation of 
such Common Council man as aforesaid (that is to say), at a convenient and 
within a reasonable time, it shall and may be lawful as well for the Free 
Burgesses of the Commonalty of the Borough aforesaid, for the time being 
(except as hereinafter excepted), or the major part of them, to nominate two 
of the Free Burgesses of the Commonalty of the said Borough, of good 
character and repute, and residing within the said Borough, as for the Mayor, 
Aldermen, Assistants, and residue of the Common Council of the Borough 
aforesaid, for the time being, or the major part of them present on that 
occasion, not being fewer than four in number of the Aldermen, seven in 
number of the Assistants, and seven in number of the Common Council, after 
such nomination made, to chuse, elect, and prefer one of the said two Free 
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Burgesses so nominated into the office of one of the Common Council of the 
said Borough, in the room, place, and stead of the Common Council man so 
dead, removed, or having resigned, to supply the number of eighteen Common 
Council men of the said Borough, and this from time to time, as often as the 
case shall so happen, for ever. 

Moreover we wiU, and by these presents for us, our heirs and suc- 
cessors, do grant and confirm to the aforesaid Mayor and Commonalty of the 
Borough aforesaid and their successors, that if any person who shall be hereafter 
in due manner elected to the office of Mayor, Alderman, Assistant, or Common 
Council man,' or to any other office within the said Borough, being a member 
of the body of the said Borough so as aforesaid incorporated and partaking 
of the freedom thereof, and having notice of such his election, shall refuse or 
neglect to exercise the office to which he shall be so chosen, that then and so 
often it shall and may be lawful for the Mayor, Aldermen, Assistants, and 
Common Council of the said Borough for the time being, or the major part 
of them, to impose and set a reasonable fine or amerciament upon every such 
person so refusing or neglecting for such his refusal or neglect after such 
election as aforesaid; and if any one so refusing or neglecting shall neglect 
and refuse to pay the fine or amerciament so imposed upon him, that then and 
so often, as the case shall so happen, to commit every such person so refusing 
to the common gaol of the Borough aforesaid, and there to detain him or them 
until he or they shall pay or cause to be paid such fine or amerciament. 

And further we will, and by these presents ordain, that for ever 
hereafter there shall and may be within the Borough aforesaid an High 
Steward, to advise and direct the Mayor and Commonalty of the said Borough 
in the most important affairs touching the said Borough, which said High 
Steward shall continue in his office of High Steward of the Borough aforesaid 
during his natural life, unless of his own free will he shall freely and 
volimtarily relinquish that office, and if it shall happen that any High Steward 
of the said Borough by these presents appointed, or hereafter to be chosen by 
virtue thereof, shall die or resign his said office, in such case we will, and by 
these presents for us, our heirs and successors, do grant and confirm to the 
aforesaid Mayor and Commonalty of the Borough aforesaid, and their suc- 
cessors, that after the death or resignation of such High Steward (that is to 
say), at a convenient and within a reasonable time, it shall and may be lawful 
for the Mayor, Aldermen, Assistants, Common Council, and Free Burgesses of 
the Commonalty of the Borough aforesaid for the time being (except as 
hereinafter excepted), or the major part of them, to chuse and prefer one 
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other person to be High Steward of the said Borough, in the place of such 
High Steward so dead or having resigned, and this from time to time, as 
often as the case shall so happen, for ever. 

And fiirther we will, and by these presents for us, our heirs and 
successors, do grant and confirm to the aforesaid Mayor and Commonalty of 
the Borough aforesaid, and their successors, that for ever hereafter they shall 
and may have in the Borough a man of probity, fitly skilled in the Law, 
being a Barrister of three years standing at the least, to be chosen in the 
manner in these presents expressed, who shall be called Recorder of the said 
Borough, to advise and direct the Mayor and Cormnonalty of the said 
Borough, in whatsoever business shall arise touching or concerning the same 
Borough, and to do and execute aU other things which do belong to the office of 
Recorder within the said Borough, either by himself or by his sufficient 
deputy ; and that the same person so to be chosen Recorder, after that he is 
chosen Recorder of the said Borough, and before he shall be admitted to 
execute the office of Recorder within the said Borough, shall take his corporal 
oath, before the Mayor, Aldermen, Assistants, and Common-Council of the said 
Borough for the time being, or so many of them as shall be present, or, in 
the absence of the Mayor, before the said Aldermen, Assistants, and Common- 
CouncU then present, faithfully to execute the Office of Recorder of the said 
Borough, in all things touching or concerning that office ; and that after such 
oath so taken, he shall exercise and use the office of Recorder of the said 
Borough during the term of his natural Hfe, by himself or his sufficient 
deputy, unless he shall of his own accord voluntarily relinquish the said office; 
and if it shall happen that any Recorder of the said Borough appointed by 
these presents or hereafter to be chosen by virtue thereof, shall refuse to 
accept the said office, happen to die, or shall resign his said office, we will 
and by these presents for us, our heirs, and successors, do further grant and 
confirm to the aforesaid Mayor and Commonalty of the said Borough, and 
their successors, that after such refusal, or the death or resignation of such 
Recorder, that is to say, at a convenient and within a reasonable time, it 
shall and may be lawful for the Mayor, Aldermen, Assistants, and Common- 
Council of the said Borough for the time being, and the rest of the Burgesses 
of the said Borough (except as hereinafter excepted), or the major part of 
them, to chuse and prefer one other man of probity, fitly skilled in the law, 
and being also a Barrister of three years standing at the least, into the office of 
Recorder of the said Borough, in the room of such Recorder so refusing, 
being, or having resigned; and so from time to time, as often as the case 
shall so happen, for ever. 
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And further we will and by these presents for us, our heirs, and 
successors, do ordain, that for ever hereafter there shall and may be within 
the said Borough one experienced and honest man, who shall be called Town 
Clerk or Common Clerk of the said Borough, to be chosen by the Recorder 
of the said Borough for the time being; which said Town Clerk, by himself 
or his sufficient deputy, to be approved of by the Recorder for the time 
being, by writing under his hand, shall write and prepare all recognizances 
to be taken and acknowledged before the Mayor of the Borough aforesaid, or 
any other Justice assigned to keep our Peace within the same Borough for 
the time being, and the said recognizances so taken and acknowledged shall 
transcribe and engross upon parchment; and all and singular laws, ordinances, 
constitutions, and provisions which shall be ordained, established, or made by 
the Mayor, Aldermen, Assistants and Common-Council of the said Borough for 
the time being, or the major part of them, in their Assemblies in the Town 
HaJl, within the said Borough, for the good Rule and Grovernment of the 
said Borough, and all processes and acts of Court, at the Sessions of the Peace 
to be held in and for the said Borough, and all actions, complaints, pleas, 
processes, and acts of Court, in whatsoever other courts within the said 
Borough shall enrol ; and shall write and prepare all deeds, writings, charters, 
and muniments concerning the Mayor and Commonalty of the said Borough, 
and their successors, in their corporate or politic capacity, and shall faithfully 
do and execute all other things which appertain to the office of Town Clerk 
or Common Clerk of the said Borough; which said Town Clerk or Common 
Clerk of the said Borough, before that he is or shall be admitted to exercise 
that office within the said Borough, shall take his corporal oath, before the 
Mayor, Aldermen, Assistants, and Common-Council of the said Borough, for 
the time being, or so many of them as shall be present truly and faithfully to 
execute, by himself or his sufficient deputy, the office of Town Clerk in aU things 
touching and concerning the said office ; and that after such oath taken, he shall and 
may use and exercise the office of Town Clerk or Common Clerk of the Borough 
aforesaid, by himself or his sufficient deputy, during the pleasure of the Recorder of 
the said Borough for the time being, so as the vacancy of the said office of Recor- 
der, by death or otherwise, at any time after the appointment of the said Town 
Clerk, or Common Clerk, shall not determine the said appointment of Town Clerk, 
or Common derk, or in anywise vacate the said Office of Town Clerk, or Com- 
mon Clerk, of the Borough aforesaid, but that 'the said Town Clerk, or Common 
Clerk, shair and may continue to act as Town Clerk until a Recorder shall be^ 
appointed ; and also shall receive all the lawful Fees and Profits belonging to his 
said Office of Town Clerk, or Common Clerk, during such time as he shall continue 
and be in his said office of Town Clerk, or Common Clerk, as aforesaid. 
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And because the dignity of the body corporate may not Ibe wholly 
lost by the non-observance of what is ornamental, we therefore will and by 
these presents for us, our heirs and successors, do ordain that the Mayor of 
the said Borough for the time being, clothed in a Mayor's gown, and the 
Aldermen, Assistants, and Common-Council of the said Borough for the time 
being, clothed with garments suitable to their respective offices, shall upon 
Sundays, Festivals, and Holidays assemble at the Moot-hall of the said Borough, 
and go from thence to Church, to attend Divine Service ; and that the 
Sergeants-at-Mace of the said Borough, for the time being, together with the 
other officers of the said Borough shall be attending on the Mayor, which 
Sergeants-at-Mace shall bear and carry before the said Mayor a silver mace, 
engraven and ornamented with our Arms. 

And further we will, and by these presents for us, our heirs and 
successors, do grant and confirm to the aforesaid Mayor and Commonalty of 
the said Borough, and their successors, that for ever hereafter it shall and 
may be lawful for the Mayor, Aldermen, Assistants, and Common-Council of 
the Borough aforesaid for the time being, and the rest of the Burgesses of 
the said Borough (except as hereinafter excepted), or the major part of them, 
as often as need shall require, to remove every or any Alderman, Assistant, 
and Common-Council Man of the said Borough hereby appointed, or hereafter 
to be chosen by virtue of these presents, from his or their office or offices, 
for misbehaviour therein, or for any other just and reasonable cause. 

And we further will, and by these presents ordain, that in every 
election hereafter to be made of any officer or minister within the said 
Borough, in which the Mayor of the said Borough for the time being shall 
have a vote, and the voters shall be equally divided in their votes, then, and 
in every such case, the Mayor of the said Borough for the time being shall 
have a double or casting vote, and in all nominations and elections hereafter 
to be made within the said Borough, in which the Free Bm'gesses of the 
Commonalty of the said Borough shall have votes. 

To the end that faction and division amongst the voters may as far 
as possible be taken away and removed, and that no person who is unworthy 
or unfit to be an officer or minister within the said Borough may be preferred 
through favour or interest, we do further will, and by these presents declare, 
that no Free Burgess of the said Borough, who at the time of any nomination 
and election to be made, shall serve as Chamberlain, or Drawer, or in any 
other manner, in a common inn, tavern, or victualling-house, or serve another 
person in any business or mystery for wages or salary, or is not master of 
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a family within the feorough aforesaid, and does not pay scot and lot tkere, 
or shall have been found guilty of felony, adultery, fornication, drunkenness, or 
profanation of the most holy name of God by frequent oaths, or convicted of 
any crime punishable by the laws and statutes of this realm, or who lives 
by alms, shall ever hereafter have a vote in any such nomination or election, 
in any manner howsoever. 

And for the better government of the said Borough, for the present, 
we have nominated, created, constituted, and made, and by these presents, for 
us our heirs and successors, do nominate, create, constitute, and make our 
trusty and well-beloved Edward Clay, Esquire, to be the first and modem 
Mayor of the said Borough ; and our trusty and well-beloved William Argent, 
Esquire, John King, William Smith, Robert Hewes, Francis Tillett Abell, 
Greorge Rayner, William Mason, James Boggis, Esquire, John Clay, Samuel 
Clay, and George Round, Esquire, of the Borough aforesaid, to be the first 
and modem eleven other Aldermen of the said Borough ; and our trusty and 
well-beloved Nathaniel Hedge, Thomas Watts, Thomas Tayspill, William Potter 
RoUe, John Taylor, Robert Stanes, William Cant, Byatt Walker, John Theobald, 
Henry Martin Johnson, Thomas Blyth, William Posford Harrington, John Baw- 
tree, Richard Hoblyn, Clerk ; Edward Crosse, Clerk ; Samuel Bawtree, John 
Mills, junior, and Alexander Fordyce Miller, gentlemen, of the said Borough to 
be first and modem eighteen assistants ; and our trusty and well-beloved 
William Barnes, John Robinson, John Nunn, John Devall, WilHam Bland, 
Thomas RawHng, James WilKam Mason, Benjamin Strutt, Charles Cobbold, 
WilKam Fenton, Daniel Oathwaite Blyth, Horatio Perkins, William Downes, 
William Sparling, Roger Nunn, William Younghusband, John Keeling, and 
Charles Parker, gentlemen, of the Borough aforesaid, to be the first and modern 
eighteen Common-Council ; and our trusty and well-beloved John Round, 
Esquire, to be the first and modem High Steward of the said Borough; and 
our trusty and well-beloved Charles Runnington, Esquire, Sergeant-at-Law, being 
a man of integrity and skilled in the law, to be the first and modem 
Recorder of the said Borough : Willing that the said Edward Clay shall be 
and continue Mayor of the said Borough, from henceforth until the feast-day 
of Saint Michael the Archangel next following, and from thence until another 
shall be duly elected, preferred, and sworn into that office, according to the 
ordinance and provision in these presents above for that purpose declared, if 
the same Edward Clay shall so long live; and after the Election and swearing 
in of another Mayor in his stead, he shall be and continue one of the 
Aldermen of the said Borough during his natural life, unless he shall resign 
his said office, or for any reasonable cause be removed therefrom. 
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And further we will, and by these presents for us, our heirs and 
successors, do grant and confirm to the aforesaid Mayor and Commonalty of 
the said Borough, and their successors, that if it shall happen that the Mayor 
of the said Borough, for the time being, shall be prevented by sickness, or be 
employed in the service of us, our heirs or successors, out of the said Borough, 
BO that he cannot attend the necessary business thereof in his said office of 
Mayor, or for any other reasonable cause shall be absent from the said 
Borough, that then and so often, it shall and may be lawful for the said 
Mayor to appoint and constitute, in his place, one honest and discreet man of 
the Aldermen of the said Borough, for the time being, to be his deputy during 
such his sickness or neces3ary absence ; which said deputy, so to be appointed 
and constituted, before he shall be admitted to exercise the office of Deputy- 
Mayor within the said Borough, shall take his corporal oath before the 
Aldermen of the said Borough, for the time being, or so many of the same 
Aldermen as shall be present, faithfully to execute his said office ; and after 
such oath so taken, shall and may do, and cause to be done, all affairs and 
business touching or in any wise concerning the said Borough, and be present 
at the doing of all things which belong to the office of Mayor of the Borough, 
during the sickness or absence of such Mayor, in as full and ample manner 
and form as the said Mayor might or could do if personally present, and so 
from time to time, as often as the case shall so happen, for ever. 

And further we will, and by these presents for us, our heirs and 
successors, do grant and confirm to the aforesaid Mayor and Commonalty of 
the same Borough, and their successors, that if it shall happen that the 
Eecorder of the Borough aforesaid, for the time being, shall not be able to 
attend the necessary business of the said Borough, touching the office of 
Recorder of the same Borough, that then, and so often, it shall and may be 
lawful for the said Recorder to appoint and constitute, in his place, one honest 
and fit man, skilled in the law, being a Barrister of three years standing at 
the least, to be his deputy during such his absence ; which said deputy, so to be 
appointed and constituted, before he shall execute his office of Deputy- Recorder 
within the Borough aforesaid, shall take his corporal oath before the Mayor 
and four, at the least, of the Aldermen of the said Borough, for the time 
being, or, in the absence of the Mayor, then before such Aldermen only, for 
the faithful execution of his Office ; and after such oath so taken, he shall and 
may do and execute all and singular such things as belong to the office of 
Recorder of the said Borough, during the absence of such Recorder, in as 
ample manner and form as such Recorder himself might do and execute if 
personally present, and so from time to time, as often as the case shall so 
happen, for ever. 
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And further we will, and by these presents for us, our heirs and 
successors, do grant and confirm to the aforesaid Mayor and Commonalty of 
the said Borough, and their successors, that it shall and may be lawful for 
the Mayor, Aldermen, Assistants, and Common Council of the said Borough 
for the time being, or the major part of them, whereof the Mayor of the 
said Borough for the time being we will to be one, together with the 
Becorder of the said Borough, or his deputy lawfully appointed, to make, 
establish, and ordain the form or forms of an oath or oaths proper to be 
taken by every Officer and Minister of the said Borough, and by their Deputies 
aforesaid from time to time respectively ; and the same oath or oaths so made, 
established, and ordained, to cause to be administered to the same Officers, 
Ministers, and deputies respectively, from time to time, in form aforesaid, and 
this without any other commission or warrant, to be procured or obtained 
from us, our heirs, or successors, in that behalf: 

Moreover we will, and by these presents, for us, our heirs, and 
successors, do grant and confirm to the aforesaid Mayor and Commonalty of 
the same Borough, and their successors, that the Mayor, Aldermen, Assistants, 
and Common Council of the said Borough for the time being, or the major 
part of them, whereof we will the Mayor of the said Borough for the time 
being to be one, shall from time to time, for ever hereafter, have full power 
and authority to assemble in the Common Hall of the said Borough, or any 
part thereof, or, in case of necessity, at any other place within the said 
Borough, and there to hold Councils; and, in those Councils so held, to make, 
frame, constitute, ordain, and establish good, wholesome, honest, useful, neces- 
sary and reasonable laws, constitutions, ordinances, and provisions, according to 
their sound discretion, for the good rule, advantage, and government of the 
said Borough, and of all and singular the Officers, Ministers, Artificers, 
Inhabitants, and Resiants within the said Borough, and the bounds, limits, and 
precincts of the same, and of all others resorting to the said Borough; and 
for declaring in what method and order the said Mayor, Aldermen, Assistants, 
and Common Council, and all and singular the Officers and Ministers of the 
said Borough shall behave, order, and conduct themselves within the Borough 
aforesaid, and the bounds, limits, and precincts thereof, upon Sundays, Festivals, 
and Holidays, for the greater order of the said Borough, and how the said 
Mayor, Aldermen, Assistants, Common Council, Officers, and Ministers, and all 
and every the Burgesses, Artificers, Inhabitants, and Resiants of the said 
Borough, shall at all times hereafter behave, order, and conduct themselves in 
their several offices, ministries, and functions or trades within the said Borough, 
and the bounds, limits, and precincts thereof, for the public good and common 
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utility of the said Borough; and also for victualling the said Borough, and for 
all other matters concerning the said Borough, and for procuring the due 
execution of the laws, constitutions, ordinances, and provisions so framed, 
constituted, ordained, and established; which we will shall be observed, under 
such pains and penalties, by imprisonment of body, or by reasonable fines and 
amerciaments, or by either of them, to be mentioned, prescribed, and contained 
in such laws, constitutions, ordinances and provisions, and imposed on offenders 
against the same, as to the said Mayor, Aldermen, Assistants, and Common 
Council, or the major part of them, whereof the Mayor of the said Borough 
for the time being to be one, shall seem necessary to be set and imposed for 
the better observance of the said laws, constitutions, ordinances and provisions; 
and that all such fines and amerciaments so to be imposed, shall and may be 
levied and received for the use of the Mayor and Commonalty of the Borough 
aforesaid, 'without the let of us, our heirs or successors; or any officers or 
ministers of us our heirs or successors, and without any account thereof to 
be rendered to us our heirs or successors, so nevertheless that those laws, consti- 
tutions, ordinances and proAdsions, and the fines and penalties in the same 
contained, shall not be contrary to the laws, statutes, or customs of that part 
of our United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland, called England. 

And to the end that full and speedy justice may be the better 
administered to all our subjects residing there or resorting thither, as the law 
requires, we further will, and by these presents do ordain, that the Mayor and 
Recorder of the Borough aforesaid, and their deputies for the time being, and 
the Alderman who was the last Mayor of the said Borough, being the 
Alderman next in order to the Mayor of the said Borough, with four other 
Aldermen to be yearly chosen, according to the ancient and established usage 
of the said Borough, shall, and each of them shall, be the Justices and Justice 
of us, our heirs and successors, to preserve and keep the peace of us, our 
heirs and successors, within the said Borough, and the liberties and precincts 
thereof; and the statutes and ordinances made at Winchester, Northampton, 
and Westminster, for the keeping of the same peace ; and the statutes and 
ordinances there and at Cambridge, concerning hunters, workmen, artificers, 
servants, ostlers, beggars, vagrants, and other men who call themselves travel- 
ling men; and also a certain other statute made in the Parliament of the 
Lord Henry the Fifth, late King of England, holden at Westminster aforesaid, 
touching the counterfeiting, clipping, washing, and otherwise falsifying the coin 
of the realm; and also all and singular ordinances and statutes made and to 
be made for the good and peace of us, our heirs and successors, and the 
quiet rule and government of the people of us, our heirs and successors, in 
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all articles ■within the Borough aforesaid, the liberties and precincts thereof, 
to be kept according to the force, form, and effect of the same; and to 
chastise and punish all those who shall be found offending against the form 
of the ordinances and statutes aforesaid, according to the said statutes and 
ordinances; and to cause all such persons to be brought before them who 
shall threaten the hurt of us, our heirs and successors, or the people of us, 
our heirs and successors, concerning their bodies, or by firing of their houses; 
and to make them find sufficient security for the keeping our peace, and well 
behaving themselves towards us, and the people of us, our heirs and suc- 
cessors; and if they shall refuse to find such security, then to commit, or 
cause them to be committed, to the prison of the said Borough, until they 
shall find such security. 

And moreover, that they, or any three of them, whereof the Mayor 
and Recorder of the Borough aforesaid, or their deputies, respectively, for the 
time being, we will to be two, shall have full power and authority hereafter, 
for ever, to inquire, by the oaths of good and sufficient men of the Borough 
aforesaid, and the liberties and precincts thereof, by whom the truth of the 
premises may be the better known, of all manner of felonies, trespasses, fore- 
stallers, regrators, and extortioners within the said Borough, liberties and 
precincts thereof, by whomsoever in any manner done or committed, or which 
shall hereafter happen to be done or committed therein; and also of all and 
singular other matters and things done, attempted, or committed, or which 
hereafter shall be done, attempted, or committed within the said Borough, 
liberties or precincts thereof, which ought and have been accustomed to be 
inquired into by the keepers of the peace of us, our heirs and successors, 
and the Justices of us, our heirs and successors, appointed or to be appointed 
to inquire of such felonies, trespasses, and misdemeanours in any County, in 
that part of our United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland, called 
England, by virtue of the ordinances and statutes aforesaid, heretofore made 
and done, or hereafter to be made and done, and to hear and determine all 
and singular the premises, and all other things whatsoever done or hereafter 
to be done, attempted, or committed within the said Borough, liberties or 
precincts thereof, which by such the keepers of the peace of us, our heirs 
and successors, and by the Justices of us, our heirs and successors, assigned 
and to be assigned to hear and determine such felonies, trespasses, and 
misdemeanours in any County in that part of our said United Kingdom 
called England, by virtue of the ordinances and statutes aforesaid may be 
heard and determined, and which used to be and still ought to be by them, 
the said Mayor and Recorder, and their deputies respectively, and Aldermen 
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of the said Borough, or any three of them, whereof the Mayor and 
Recorder of the said Borough, or their deputies respectively, for the time 
being, we will to be two, heard and determined according to the laws and 
customs of that part of our said United Kingdom, called England, and the 
form of the ordinances and statutes aforesaid; so that all writs, precepts, 
and other warrants, for all and singular the premises aforesaid, be made and 
directed to the Officers of the Borough aforesaid, and shall be executed by 
them without any other writ, precept, or warrant in any manner to be 
directed to or by the Sheriff or Coroner of us, our heirs and successors, 
within our County of Essex, so that the Justices of the peace of us, our 
heirs and successors, assigned or to be assigned to hear and determine all 
such felonies, trespasses, and misdemeanours done and perpetrated, or to be 
done and perpetrated in the said County of Essex, or any of them, may not 
enter the Borough aforesaid, or the liberties or precincts thereof, nor in any 
manner, nor under any pretence, intermeddle or do any thing belonging or 
appertaining unto such Justices of the Peace within the said Borough. 

We will also, that every such Mayor and Recorder of the said 
Borough, and their deputies respectively, and the aforesaid five Aldermen of 
the said Borough for the time being, before that either of them shall be 
admitted to exercise the office of a Justice of the Peace within the said 
Borough, shall respectively take his corporal oath, upon the Holy Evangelists 
of God, well and truly to exercise the office of Justice of the Peace within 
the said Borough, the liberties and precincts thereof, according to the laws 
and statutes of this realm, in such cases made and provided; that is to say, 
the Mayor and his deputy, and the aforesaid five Aldermen, before the 
Recorder aforesaid, or his deputy; and the Recorder and his deputy before 
the Mayor, or his deputy, for the time being: To which said Mayor and 
Recorder, and their deputies respectively, we do give, grant, and confirm, by 
these presents, fuU power and authority to administer such oath as aforesaid, 
without any other warrant or commission from us, our heirs or successors, to 
be had or obtained in that behalf. 

And that nothing may be permitted in the said. Borough, whereby 
the Burgesses of the said Borough may be induced to become vicious, or to 
disturb our peace within the said Borough, we will that the Justices appointed 
to keep the peace within the said Borough, for the time being, shall not 
hereafter permit any person to retail ale or beer, hopped or unhopped, within 
the said Borough, without a lawful licence in that behalf first had and 
obtained; and that they may not rashly and inconsiderately grant licence to 
any person, we will that such licence so granted be made in writing, and 
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subscribed with the hands of two of the Justices aforesaid, whereof the Mayor 
of the Borough aforesaid, for the time being, we wiU to be one; otherwise 
such licence shall be void. 

And further we will, and by these presents for us, our heirs and 
successors, do grant and confirm to the aforesaid Mayor and Commonalty of 
the said Borough, and their successors, that for ever hereafter it shall and 
may be lawful for the Mayor and Recorder of the said Borough, and their 
deputies respectively, and the aforesaid five Aldermen of the said Borough, for 
the time being, or any three of them, whereof the Mayor and Recorder of 
the said Borough, or their deputies respectively, for the time being, we will 
shall be two, in every year, at four times of the year, according to the form 
of the statute in that case made and provided, to hold and keep within the 
Common Hall of the said Borough, or in any other convenient place within 
the said Borough, and the liberties and precincts thereof, the sessions of the 
peace, concerning all matters, things, causes, and offences happening, accruing, 
arising, done, or committed within the said Borough, liberties and precincts 
thereof; and to do and execute all things in the said sessions of the peace in 
as ample maimer and form as the said Justices of the Peace of our said 
County of Essex might and may do and execute in the like cases at the 
sessions to be holden in and for the said County. 

Moreover we will, and by these presents for us, our heirs and 
successors, do grant and confirm to the aforesaid Mayor and Commonalty of 
the said Borough, and their successors, that the Mayor and Eecorder of the 
said Borough, or their deputies respectively, for the time being, shall for ever 
hereafter have the cognizance of all pleas, as well real as personal and mixed, 
and of aU other pleas whatsoever of lands and tenements, within the said 
Borough, liberties and precincts thereof, and also of pleas of assize, novel 
disseisin, mort d'ancestor, redisseisin, attainders, and certificates of assize : and 
of all pleas of debt, covenant, detinue, account, trespass, and of all and all 
manner of contracts for above forty shillings or under ; and of all other pleas 
whatsoever within the said Borough, liberties or precincts thereof, arising or to 
arise, moved or to be moved, in whatsoever of our courts, whether before us, 
our heirs and successors, or before us, our heirs and successors in our Court 
of Chancery, or before the Treasurer and Barons of our Exchequer, or our 
Justices of the Common Pleas or Justices of Assize, or other Justices of us, 
our heirs and successors whatsoever; and that the Mayor and Recorder of the 
said Borough, or their deputies respectively, for the time being, shall and may 
hold and determine all such pleas before themselves, in the Common Hall of 
the Borough aforesaid, and grant executions thereon. 
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And that tlie said Btayor and Recorder of the Borough aforesaid, or 
their deputies respectively, for the time being, shall and may have and hold 
the courts of us, our heirs and successors, in the aforesaid Common Hall, 
before the Mayor, or his Deputy, for the time being, every week, upon Monday 
and Thursday ; and that they the said Mayor and Recorder, or their Deputies 
respectively, and their successors, shall and may hold in the court aforesaid 
all personal pleas by complaints before the Mayor and Recorder, or their 
Deputies, for the time being, to be relieved and affirmed in the same court; 
and the persons against whom such complaints are or shall happen to be 
prosecuted or moved, may arrest or attach by process of law upon their bodies, 
goods, and chattels, within the said borough, the liberties and precincts thereof, 
and to cause their bodies to be committed to prison, and to hold all other 
pleas of lands and tenements in the court aforesaid upon every other Monday, 
and all the pleas aforesaid, and the pleas of our Court of Pie-powder, there 
to hear and determine and to give judgment thereupon, and also to cause 
executions to be made from time to time in such manner and form as hath 
been heretofore used and accustomed within the said Borough for the hearing, 
determining, and prosecuting the same. 

And further we will, and by these presents for us, our heirs and 
successors, do grant and confirm to the aforesaid Mayor and Commonalty of 
the said Borough, and their successors, that they shall and may for ever here- 
after have cognizance of pleas of debt and trespasses within the said Borough, 
and precincts and liberties thereof, arising, belonging to the jurisdiction of our 
High Admiral of England there, and power and authority to hold a court within 
the said Borough, before the Mayor of the said Borough, or his deputy, for the 
time being, every Thursday in every week for ever, concerning such pleas ; and 
may hear such pleas in the same court and give judgment, and, by due process 
of law, make out executions thereon, so that our High Admiral of our United 
Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland, or Commissioners for executing the Office 
of High Admiral of our said United Kingdom, for the time being, may 
enter same Borough, and liberties and precincts thereof, touching such debts and 
trespasses, and for all other purposes touching, or in anywise concerning, our 
Admiralty, as often as he or they shall see fit, any thing in these presents 
contained to the contrary thereof in anywise notwithstanding. 

And further we will, and by these presents for us, our heirs and 
successors, do grant and confirm to the aforesaid Mayor and Commonalty of 
the said Borough, and their successors, that no person who is a Foreigner, 
and not free of the said Borough, shall hereafter use or exercise any Art or 
Mystery, or manual occupation within the said Borough, liberties or precincts 
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thereof, nor buy or sell within the said Borough, liberties or precincts thereof 
(except in fairs, during the time of those fairs), any goods, wares, or merchan- 
dizes, except victuals, by parcels or retail, unless one of the contracting parties 
be free of the said Borough; and if any Foreigner, not free of the said 
Borough who buys of or sells to such other Foreigner any goods, wares, or 
merchandizes, except victuals, within the said Borough, or precincts thereof 
(except in fairs, in the time of such fairs), otherwise than in gross, he shall 
forfeit all such goods, wares, and merchandizes, as time out of mind hath been 
used and accustomed ; and the chief officer or officers of the said Borough, 
for the time being, by themselves or the officers of the said Borough, or, in 
default of chief officers, any freeman or freemen of the said Borough, interesting 
themselves and himself therein, may seize all such goods and merchandizes so 
forfeited, into their hands, as they have used and been accustomed to do ; 
and detain and appraise them by good and lawful men of the liberty of the 
said Borough, and dispose of and convert the same to the use of the Com- 
monalty of the Borough aforesaid, without any account to us, or our heirs 
or successors, to be therefore rendered or made, unless the person who forfeited 
such goods or merchandizes will redeem the same at the value : which custom 
we have confirmed, and do by these presents confirm, willing that whatsoever 
may be hereafter received shall be laid out for the common benefit of the 
whole Commonalty of the said Borough, according to the custom immemorially 
used and approved within the said Borough ; and that the common Treasure of 
the said Borough, so laid up, be not converted to private uses, but expended 
for the public service and emolument of the said Borough, and not otherwise. 

And lest the limits and boundaries of the said Borough, and the 
wards thereof, although now sufficiently known, nevertheless, in process of time 
should slip the memory of man, whereby strifes and discords may arise, we 
will, and by these presents, for us, our heirs and successors, do grant and 
confirm to the aforesaid Mayor and Commonalty of the said Borough, and 
their successors, that it shall and may be lawful for the said Mayor and 
Commonalty of the said Borough and their successors yearly, for ever hereafter, 
to make a perambulation of the said Borough and wards, and the bounds and 
precincts thereof ; and to place and erect metes and divisions in necessary places, 
to be renewed as often as occasion shall require, that so certain knowledge of 
the said limits and botmds may be retained for ever. 

And we further will, and by these presents for us, our heirs and 
successors, do ratify, confirm, and restore, as far as in us lies, to the aforesaid 
Mayor and Commonalty of the Borough aforesaid, and their successors, all and 
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singular so many, such like, and the same hamlets, commons, pastures, fairs, 
markets, courts of piepowder, view of frank-pledge and other courts, returns of 
writs, fisheries, fishings, waters, conservancies of waters, rivers, creeks and banks, 
wharfs, keys, tronage, tolls, goods and chattels of felons, felons of themselves, 
outlaws, goods, waived aiid howsoever condemned, of persons convicted, deo- 
dands, estrays, issues, forfeitures, fines, amerciaments, profits, commodities, 
advantages, emoluments, hereditaments, authorities, liberties, privileges, rights, 
jurisdictions, immunities, customs, franchises, freedoms and exemptions, whatso- 
ever, as fully, freely, and entirely, and in as ample manner and form, as the 
men Free Burgesses of the said Borough now or at any other time hereto- 
fore had, used, or enjoyed, or as they or any of them, or their predecessors, 
Burgesses of the said Borough, by whatsoever name or names, or by whatsoever 
title of incorporation, they were known, or incorporated, to them or their 
successors, by reason or virtue of any charters, or letters patent, by any of 
our progenitors or ancestors, late Kings or Queens of England, heretofore 
made, granted or confirmed, or by whatsoever other lawiul means, right, title, 
custom, prescription, or use, heretofore lawfully used, had, or accustomed (except 
all and singular things in. anything contrary to these presents, or in any charter 
or grant, or confirmation of any of our progenitors or ancestors heretofore 
excepted), together with all their manors, lands, tenements, and hereditaments 
whatsoever, with their and every of their appurtenances, of which they at any 
time heretofore have been seised, or have had, possessed, occupied, or enjoyed, 
to have, hold, and enjoy the same to the said Mayor and Commonalty of 
the Borough aforesaid, and their successors, for ever, to the only and proper 
use and behoof of the same Mayor and Commonalty, and their successors, 
for ever, under the ancient fee-farm therefore accustomed to be rendered to 
us for the same ; willing that the aforesaid Mayor . and Commonalty of the 
Borough aforesaid, and their successors, for ever, shall have, hold, enjoy, and 
use all and singular the said manors, lands, tenements and hereditaments, 
hamlets, commons, pastures, common of pasture, fairs, markets, courts of pie- 
powder, view of frank-pledge, and other courts, return of writs, fisheries, fishings, 
waters, conservancies of waters, rivers, creeks, banks, wharfs, keys, tronage, tolls, 
goods, chattels of felons, felons of themselves, outlaws, goods waived and 
howsoever condemned, or otherwise convicted, deodands, estrays, issues, forfeitures, 
profits, commodities, advantages, emoluments, hereditaments, authorities, liberties, 
privileges, rights, jurisdictions, immunities, customs, franchises, freedoms, and 
exemptions (except before excepted), with their and every of their appurtenances, 
according to the true intent and meaning of these our Letters Patent, without 
the let, hindrance, or impediment of us, our heirs or successors. Justices, Sheriffs, 
Bailiffs, Officers, or Ministers whatsoever, of us, our heirs and successors; willing- 
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moreover that the said Mayor and Commonalty, or their successors, or any of 
them, or any of the Justices, Officers, or Ministers of us, our heirs, or suc- 
cessors, of the said Borough, shall not be in anywise hindered or molested for 
or concerning the due use, claim, abuse, or disuse of any of their liberties, 
franchises, or jurisdictions aforesaid, heretofore made or done, nor be compelled 
or compellable in any manner to answer the same ; although express mention 
be not in these presents made of the true yearly value, or of the certainty 
of the premises, or of any of them, or of any other gifts or grants by us, 
or by any of our progenitors or predecessors, to the aforesaid Mayor and 
Commonalty of the Borough of Colchester aforesaid heretofore made and granted ; 
and notwithstanding any statute, act, ordinance, provision, proclamation, or 
restriction made, proclaimed, ordained, or provided to the contrary, or any other 
matter, cause, or thing whatsoever in anywise notwithstanding. 

We will also, and by these presents do grant to the said Mayor and 
Commonalty, that they shall and may have these our Letters Patent made and 
sealed in due manner under our great seal of our United Kingdom of Great 
Britain and Ireland, without any fine or fee, great or small, to be therefore 
in anywise rendered, paid, or done to us, in our hanaper, or elsewhere, to our 
use. 

In witness whereof we have caused these letters to be made patent. 

Witness ourselE, at our palace at Westminster, the twentieth day of 
February, in the fifty-eighth year of our reign. 

By writ of Privy Seal. 



WiLMOT. 



[The original Charter is in English]. 
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Jnbej. 



ACCOUNT, pleas of and actions as to ; 35, 37, 48, 52, 

99, 122, 144, 165, 193, 215. 
Actions, jurisdiction as to [see also xmder Fleas} 37, 
38, 52. 
„ by or against Corporation, 47, 83, 106, 129, 

150, 17,s, 200. 

Admiral of the King, not to exercise jurisdiction in 
Borough and its liberties, 
etc , KS, 50. 
,, ,, might enter as to debts and in- 

juries concerning the Ad- 
mii-alty, ICO, 12.'?, 145, 166, 
194, 216. 
Admiralty Jurisdiction, 38, 50, 9:i. 123, 145, 1 ;6, 194, 
216. 
Com-t, 99, 123, 145, 166, 194, 216 
Advowaons, 48. 

„ of Chantry of Chapel of St. Helen in Col- 

chester, 70. 71, 72. 
,, ,, of I 'hurch of St. Mary la Col- 

chesttT, 70, 71, 73. 
Aids, Collector of ; Burgess not be made ; 53. 
Aldermen, first men'ioned, 49. 

„ to be Free Burgesses, 83, 107,130,150, 179, 

200. 
„ functions of, 84, 95, 107, 130. 150, 179, 200. 

,, senior to act during vacancy in office of 

Mayor, 85, 108, 1.33, 153, 180, 202. 
„ oath, Ho, SP, 97, lO'.t, 121, 134, 135, 153, 

ir>3, 180, 202. 
declaration, 134, 135. 163. 
„ term of office, 80, 109, 180, 202. 

„ nomination and flection of, 86, 87, 109, 133, 

„ 144, 153, 160, 171, 172, 180, 181, 202, 203. 

,, Mayor to be elected from amoaig, 84, 107, 

132, 152, 179,'201. 
„ two (in addition to ex -Mayor) to be Justices 

of the Peace, 9, 6, 119, 141, 158, 190. 
„ four ,, „ 212. 

„ number of, 84, 107, 130, 160, 171, 179, 200. 

,, fine for non-acceptance of office, 88, 111, 

135, 183, 205. 
„ death or removal from office, 86, 91, 109, 

114, 133, 144, 153, 161, 180, 186, 202, 208. 
„ robes of office, 91, 114, 137, 185, 208. 

„ persons named in Charters, 92, 115, 131, 

151, 152, 186, 209. 

,, to attend Church on Su:;days, etc., 91, 114, 

127, 185, 208. 
„ to have received Holy Eucharist, 133, 163. 

Ale : see under Seer. 
Ambiguity, doubt aud obscurity as to meaning of 

Charters ; 35, 37, 46, 47, 171. 
Ambit of Colchester [see also under Metes and 
Bownds] 58. 



Amercement of money : Burgess not to be adjudged 
in except at his ii'sre, 
2, 4, 7, 11, 16, 22, 30, 41. 
,, ,, amount and assessment 

(afeerment) of, 2, 4, 7, 11, 
16, 22, 30, 41. 
Amercements, 37, 38, 52, 53, 102, 125, 147, 167, 196, 

218. 
Ardleigh, within ambit of Colchester, 58. 
Artificers, 38, 50, 95, 96, 118, 119, 140, 141, 157, 158, 

189, 190, 211, 212. 
Arrests, seizure and attachment of person.s and goods, 
49, 99, 101, 122, 124, 145, 146, 166, 193, 195, 
216, 217. 
Arson, 51, 96, 119, 141, 158, 190, 213. 
Assessment of Taxes, etc., 49, 53. 
Assemblies (meetings), 93, 113, 118, 151, 185, 189, 207. 
power to hold, 94, 95, 118, 156, 189, 211. 
,, ,, make Ordinances for government 

of town, 49, 95, 118, 156, 189, 211. 
Assistants, 83, 84, 130, 131, 150, 152, 153, 179, 200. 
„ to be free burgesses, 83, 84, 107, 130, 150, 

179, 200. 
functions of, 84, 95, 107, 130, 150, 179, 200. 
oath, 86, 109, 110, 134, 135, 154, 163, 181, 
202. 
,, declaration, 134, 135, 163. 

term of office, 87, 110, 181, 203. 
,, Aldermen to be elected from among, 86, 

87, 133, 153, 181, 203 
election of, 87, 110, 134, 144, 153, 154, 160, 

171, 172, 181, 182, 203, 204. 
number of, 84, 107, 130, 150, 171, 179, 200. 
,, fine for non-acceptance of office, 88, 111, 

135, 183, 205. 
,, death or removal fr')m office, 87, 91, 110, 

114, 134, 144, 153, 154, 161, 181, 186, 
203, 208. 
robes of office, 91, 114, 137, 185, 208. 
,, persons named in Charters, 92, 115, 132, 

152, 187, 209. 
,, to attend Cliurch on Sundays, etc., 91, 114, 

127, 18r), 208. 
,, to have received Holy Eucharist, 134, 163. 

Assize, pleas of, etc., 3, 9, 18, 24, 25, 3.1, 35. 36, 37, 
43, 44, 48, 52, 53, 99, 122, 144, 165, 193, 215. 
,, Justices of, 52, 53, 99, 122, 144, 145, 165, 193, 

215. 
,, of novel disseisin, 35, 37, 48, 99, 122, 144, 

165, 193, 215. 
,, of mort d'anoestor, 35, 37, 48, 99, 122, 144, 

165, 193, 15. 
,, of bread, wine, beer, and victuals, 49. 
Attaints and Attainder, 35, 37, 48, 53, 99, 122, 144, 
165, 193, 215. 
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BAILIFFS of Borough, 1,3,6, 10, 16, 22, 29, 35, 36, 41, 
49. 
,, „ juriadiotion in regard to Pleaa 

and Actions: see under Pleaa 
and Actions. 
„ „ Court and jurisdiction, 37. 

,, ,, and four others to be Justices, 38. 

,, ,, to have full power, etc., concerning 

office of Clerk of Market, 39. 
,, of Kiiig not to impede Burgesses in the full en- 
joyment and use of liberties, etc., 8, 
13, 18, 24, 27, 31, 34, 43, 47, 103, 
125, 148, 168, 196, 218. 
,, ,, Burgess not compellable to take 

office of, 53. 
,, and Commonalty, created a perpetual body, 47, 

82, 105. 
,, ,, and successors to have and 

hold all liberties, fran- 
chises, etc., 47, 61. 
„ ,, to have all fines, issues, etc. . 

see under Fines. 
Banks of River Colue and Creeks : see under Hirer 

Colne. 
Banlieu of Borough, 2, 4, 7, 12, 17, 23, 30, 42, 58. 
Beer, assize of, 49. 

„ licences to sell, 98, 121, 143, 160, 192, 214, 215. 
Beggars and Beggingmen, 50, 96, 119, 141, 158, 190, 212. 
Benefices : see under Churches. 
Borough, Suburbs : see under Suburbs. 
, , Liberties : see under Liberties. 
,, Precinct : see under L berties and Frecinct. 
„ Courts : see under Courts. 
,, Waids : see under Wards. 
,, Walls : see \mder Walls. 
Boundaries of Colchester, 59, 82, 101, 102, 105, 124, 
125, 129, 146, 147, 149, 167, 178, 195, 199, 
217. 
Boxted, within ambit of Colchester, 59. 
Bread, assize of, 49. 
Bridges, power to levy (for 14 years) poutnge from 

persons not Burgesses, 100. 
Burning of houses, 51, '.;fi, 119, 141, 158, 190, 213. 
Business, persons not Burgesses prohibited from carry- 
ing on, 101, 124, 145, 166, 194, 216. 
Byelaws : see under Ordinances and Constitutions. 
Burgesses might appoint Bailiifs, 1, 3, 6, 10, 16, 22, 29, 

36, 41. 
,, ,, Justice to hold pleas .■ see 

under Justices. 
,, not bound to plead outside walls of Borough, 
etc., 1, 3, 6, 9, 11, 13, 16, 18, 22, 24, 25, 
29, :32, 35, 31), 38, 41. 
,, quit of scut, lot, Danegeld and murder, 1, 

3, 6, 11, 16, 22, -29, 41. 
,, entitled (when summoned before the King's 
JuBlicen) to be acquitted by four men of 
the Borough, 1, 3, 7, 11, 16, 22, 29, 41. 
,, might deraigu themselves, if impleaded of a 
plea of the Crown, 1, 3, 7, 11, 16, 22, 29, 
41. 
,, to be free from the burden of lodging the 
Kint', or any of his family, or any other, 
within the walls of the Borough, 1, 4, 7, 
11, 16, 22, 29, 41. 



{continued) — 

to be quit through whole of England, and 
the seaports, of toll, lastage, passage, and 
pontage and all other customs, 1, 4, 7, 11, 
16, 22, 29, 41. 

not to be judged in amercement of money, 
except at his were, 2, 4, 7, 11, 16, 22, 
30, 41. 

should have their lands, debts and recog- 
nizances, whosoever should owe them, 2, 
4, 7, 11, 16, 23, 30, 42. 

remedy in case of toll unlawfully taken from. 
them, 2, 4, 7, 11, 16, 17, 23, 30, 42. 

debts owing to, to be paid at Colchester, 2, 
4, 7, 11, 17, 23, 30, 42. 

debts owing to, to be paid at Colchester; 
part of provision in Richard I. 's Charter, 
not subsequently confirmed, 7, 8, 9, 11, 12, 
13, 14, 18, 19, 20, 24, 25, 26, 27, 31, 32, 
33, 34, 35, 43, 44, 45, 46. 

might hunt, in the banlieu of Colchester, the 
fox, the hare and the cat, 2, 4, 7, 12, 17, 
23, 30, 42. 

to have Fishery, and customs of water and 
banks : see under Fishery. 

to be quit of murage, picage and pavage, 
and of all their matters and merchandizes 
throughout the whole kingdom and 
dominion, and throughout all seaports, 9, 
13, 18, 24, 31, 32, 43. 

to have return of all writs concerning aU 
things pertaining to the liberty of the 
town, 5, 8, 12, 17, 24, 31, 42, 43. 

not to be impeded by the King or his justices, 
Bhertfils, etc., in the fuU enjoyment and 
use of their liberties and acquittances, 8, 
13, 18, 24, 27, 31, 34, 43 [see also under 
King'\. 

and Bailiffs created a perpetual body, 47. 

exempted from service on jiu:ies outside 
Borough, 53. 

not to be made assessors, etc., of taxes, etc., 
53. 

exempted from acting as sheriff or escheator 
of any County, 60, 61. 



CAMBRIDGE, Statutes made at, 50, 96, 119, 141, 158, 

190, 212. 
Cat, fox, and hare ; Burgesses might hunt within the 
buuUeu, 2, 4, 7, 12, 17, 23, 30, 42. 
Certificates, pleas of, 35, 37, 48, 52, 99, 122, 144, 165, 

193, 215. 
Chancery of the King, 48, 52, 99, 122, 144, 165, 193, 

215. 
Chantry Lands granted partly for purposes of Gram- 
mar School, 70, 71, 72, 73. 
,, ,, ,, „ relief of the com- 

monwealth and wants of the town, 70. 
,, ,, apportionment of, 73. 

, , , , held of I rown as of Manor of East 

Greenwich by fealty only in free and 
common socage, 73. 
,, „ ' of Chapel of ist. Helen, 70, 71, 72, 73. 

„ ,, of Church of St. Mary, 70, 71, 73. 
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Charlea I.'s first Charter [1629], 80. 

„ second Charter [1635], 81-103. 
Charles II.'s first Charter [1663], 104-126. 

„ ,, recited in and confirmed by 

Charter of William and 
Mary, 170. 
., ,, referred to in Charter of 3 

George III., 176. 
„ Surrender to, by Mayor and Commonalty 

of Charters, etc., 127, 128, 170, 171. 
„ second Charter [1684], 128-148. 
,, ,, referred to in Charter of 

William and Mary, 
171, 173. 
Charters, ambiguity, doubt, and obscurity in, 35, 37, 
46, 47, 171. 
,, and Grants, general confirmation of, 5, 8, 9, 
' 14, 20, 26, 27, 34, 35, 46, 55, 
56, 57, 64, 66, 69, 78, 79, 80, 
102, 103, 125, 126, 147, 148, 
167 168,173, 195,196, 217, 218. 
Chattels of felons, fugitives, outlaws, etc., 38, 39, 51, 
52, 53, 102, 103, 125, 147, 196, 218. 
„ attachment of, 49, 99, 122, 145, 166, 193, 216. 
Cheatings, 52. 

Churches, certificates of last presentations to, 48. 
Church, Mayor, Aldermen, etc., to attend on Sundays, 

etc., 91, 114, 127. 185, 208. 
Clerk of the Market, 39, 49, 50, 52. 
Cloth, manufacture of : see under Mamufactures. 
Cloths, liveries of, 50. 

Coin, counterfeiting, etc., 50, 96, 119,141 158,190,212. 
Colchester, "One of the most ancient Koroughs," 46, 
81, 104, 176, 198. 
,, " Being situate near the sea co.'ist for resist- 

ance of our enemies," 46, 81, 104. 
,, "Broad and populous," 81, 104. 

,, "Extremely old and populous," 149. 

,, "Large and populous," 176. 

"A free Borough, "82, 105,129,149,177,199. 
Cobie Water : see under Elviyi- Colne. 
Commonalty of the Borough [see also under Oorporation, 
Titles of Incorporation], 9, 13, 19, 25, 
37,47 
Commons, 102, 125, 147, 167, 173, 196, 218. 
Common Bench : see mider King's Bench. 
Common Clerk, qualifications, 90, 113, l.U, 181, 207. 
,, to be nomiuitted by Keci^rder, 90, 113, 

131, 136, 184, 207. 
,, election of, 15o, ItiO. 

„ duties of, 90, 113, 131, 151, 184, 207. 

oath, 90, 91, 114, 137, 155, 185, 207. 
,, declaration, 137. 

fees, profits, etc., 91, 114, 137, 185, 207. 
,, to hold office during pleasure of Ke- 

corder, 91, 114, 137, 185, 207. 
,, to have received Holy Kuohitrist, 137. 

,, death, removal, or resignation, 154, 

155, 161. 
„ deputy, 91, 114, 131, 184, 185, 207. 

Common Council, constitution of, 49, 84, 88, 107, 130, 
150, 171, 179, 200. 
,, povirer to make, etc.. Ordinances for 

government of town [seo also 
under Ordinances], 49, 
„ power to assess and levy reasonable 

taxes, 49. 



Common Council {continued) — 

,, to be Free Burgesses 83, 84, 107, 

130, 150. 179, 200. 
functions of, 84, 95, 107, 130, 150, 

179, ZOO. 
oath, 87, 110, 134, 135, 154, 163, 
182, 204. 
,, declaration, 134, 135. 

term of ofaee, 87, 110,182, 204. 
election of, 88, 111, 134, 135, 144, 
154, 160, 171, 172, 182, 204. 
„ number of, 84, 88, 107, 130, 150, 

171, 179, 200. 
,, fine for non-acceptance of office, 81, 

111, 134, 183, 205. 
,, death or removal from ofBce, 88, 91, 

111, 134, 144, 1.54, 161, 182, 186, 
204, 208. 
,, persons named in Charters, 92, 115, 

132, 15-2, 187, 209 
„ to attend Church on Sundays, etc., 91 , 

114, 137, 185, 208. 
robes of ofBce, 91, 114, 137, 185, 208. 
, , to h ave received Holy Eucharist, 135, 

163. 
Common Hall, 94, 98, 99, 118, 121, 140, 113, 145, 156, 

160, 165, 192, 193, 215, 216. 
Common Pleas [see also under King's Bench], 52, 

193, 215. 
Common Real, 47, 81, 106, 130, 150, 178, 200. 
Common Treasure to be expended for public benefit, 
101, 124, 146, 167, 195, 217 [see 
also under Fines.] 
Contempts, 52. 
Conspiracies, 52. 
Constable of the King ; Burgesses not compeUahle to 

take office, 53. 
Constitutions for government of town: see under 

Ordincmcef. 
Contracts, jurisdiction in respect of, 9, 13, 18, 25, 32, 

36, 37, 44, 215. 
Coroners appointed by Bailiffs to have exclusive juiis- 
diction in the Borough and its liberties, 
etc., 48. 
,, other, not to enter or intrude into the 

Borough. 48, 50, 51, 61, 97, 11-'. 
,, of Essi'x excluded from expr.-ising jurisdiction 
in the Borough and its liberties, etc , 50, 51, 
61, 97, 142. 
, , power given to Bailiffs and Commonalty to 
elect, 61. 
Corporation : Titles of Incorporation — 

"Our BurgessesotOolchester,"l,2, 15. 
"Our Burgesses and their heirs," 5. 
"The 1 '.urgesse.<i of Colcnester," 6, 10. 
"The Burgesses and their heirs and 

successors," 8, 9, 14, 20, 26, 36. 
" Bailiffs, Burgesses, and Commonalty, 
their heira and sujjoessors," 35, 36, 
70, 72. 
"Bailiffs and Burgesses," 45. 
"Bailiffs and Commonalty of the 

Borough of Colchester," 47, 72. 
"Mayor and Commonalty of tiie 
Borough of Colchester," 82, 106, 
129, 149, 178, 199. 



iv. 
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Corporation, dissolution of, 149, 166, 177. 

,, Qm Warranto ■proceedingB, 177, 199. 

,, power to make Ordinanres : see under 

Ordinances. 
,, funds: see under Common TreastM-e. 

,, first definite incorporation of, 47. 

,, created, with perpetual succession, etc., 

47, 82, 83, 106, 129, 149, 178, 199. 
„ powers as to holding lands, etc., 2, 47, 

83, 106, 129, 149, 178, 200. 
,, powers as to actions by and against, 47, 

83, 106, 129, 150, 178, 200. 
,, meetings : see under Assemblies. 

„ surrender of Charters, etc., to Charles II., 

127, 128, 170, 171. 
seal, 47, 83, 106, 130, 150, 178, 200. 
,, to consist of Men and Free Burgesses, 82, 

105, 178, 198. 
, , to consist of Inhabitants and Free Burgesses, 

129, 149. 
Courts of Borough : see also under Fleas. 

„ held hj Bailiffs, 37, 48, 49, 52. 

„ ,, Bailiffsand Justices, 38, 52. 

,. ^ ,, Mayor and Justices, 96, 27. 

,, ,, Mayor and Recorder, and 

their Deputies, 98, 99, 
122,144,145,165,193,216. 
,, fines, issues, etc. ; see under Fines. 

Monday, 49, 99, 122, 123, 145, 165, 19 :, 2IH. 
Thursday, 49, 99, 122, 145, 165, 193, 216. 
Admiralty, 99, 123, 145, 166, 194, 216. 
,, judgments and executions, 49, 99, 123, 115, 

166, 193, 216. 
„ power of committal, 49, 99, 122, 145, 166, 

193, 216. 
,, power of arrest and Attachment of bodies and 

goods, 49, 99, 122, 145, 166, 193, 216. 
„ duties of Common Clerk, 90, 113, 131, 151, 

184, 207. 
„ Tiew of frank-pledge, 102, 125, 147, 167, IHS, 
196, 218. 
of pie-powder, 49, 99, 102, 122, 125, 145, 147, 
148, 166, 167, 174, 193, 196, 216, 218. 
,, confirmation of, 102, 125, 147, 167, 168, 19f',, 

218. 
,, criminal JuriBiliction and civil juris'liction: 
see under Pleas. 
County Justices : see under Fsiex. 
Covenant, pleas of and actions as to, 35, 37, 48, 99, 

122, 144, 165, 193, 215. 
Cranes, etc., ou banks of Colue or Creeks, 47. 
Crown, pleas of, 1, 3, 6, 10, 16, 22, 29, 36, 41, 52 [and 
see also under J'hax.'] 
„ fee farm rent payable to : see under Fee Farm 

Sent ; and under King. 
„ power to remove Mayor and others from 

office, 161, 162. 
,, power to ajipoint jMiiyor and others, 161, 162. 
Customs, Burgesses quit of, throughoutwlioleof Eugliuid 
and sea ports, 1, 4, 7, 11, 16, 22, 29, 41. 
„ of water and banks of Colup, 2, 7, 12, 17, 23, 

42 [see also under Rioer Oolne.'\ 
,, etc., confirmations of, 102, 125, 147, 167, 171, 
196, 218. 



DANBaELD, Burgesses quit of , 1,3,6,11,16,22,29,41. 
Debts and recognizances : Burgesses should have them 

whosoever should owe them, 2, 4, 7, 11, 16, 23, 

30, 42. 
,, owing to Burgesses to be paid at Colchester, 2, 

4, 7, 11, 17, 23, 30, 42. 
,, owing to Burgesses to be paid at Colchester; 

part of provision of Eichard I.'s Charter, not 

subsequently confirmed, 7, 8, 9, 11, 12, 13, 14, 

18, 19, 20, 24, 25, 26, 27, 31, 32, 33, 34, 35, 43, 

44, 45, 46. 
Debt, pleas of, and actions as to, etc., 35, 37, 48, 52, 

99, 122, 123, 144, 145, 165, 166, 193, 194, 215, 216. 
Deodands, 102, 103, 125, 147, 167, 168, 196, 218 
Detinue, pleas of, and actions as to, 35, 37, 48, 99, 122, 

144, 165, 193, 215. 
Distraint, power of, for non-payment of local taxes, 49. 
Donyland, hamlet of, within liberty, etc., of Colchester, 

37, 45, 47. 
Doubt as to meaning of words in Charters : see under 

Charters. 
Duel, Burgesses not to wage, 1, 3, 7. 11, 16, 22, 29, 41. 

EDWARD II. 's Charter [1319] 6-9. 

,, ,, recited in and confirmed by Char- 

ter of 36 Edward III., 10-14. 
1 











J. J-klUJ-LOiI U. XX., XLf-i.i7. 

1 Henry IV., 21-25. 
1 Henry V., 28-32. 
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1 Edward IV., 40-44. 
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2 Richard III., 55. 
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3 Henry VII., 56. 
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1 Edward VI., 63. 
1 Mary, 65. 
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1 Elizabeth, 68. 
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3 James I., 77. 
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5 Charles I., 80. 
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to in Charter of 
25 Henry VT., 36. 
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11 Charles I., 100. 
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3 George III., 194. 


Edward III. 


's Charter [1304] 


10-14. 
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and confirmed by Char- 






ter of 


1 Richard II., 15-20. 


if 






1 Henry IV., 21-26. 
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1 Henry V., 28-33. 


If 






1 Edward rv., 40-45. 
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2 Kichard III., 55. 
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3 Henry VII., 56. 
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2 Henry VIII., 57. 


)i 






1 Edward VI., 63. 








1 Mary, 65. 


>i 






1 Elizabeth, 68. 


»» 






3 James I., 77. 


ft 






>), 


5 Charles I., 80. 



Edward IV. 's Charter [1462] 40-54. 

, , , , recited in and confirmed by Char- 

ter of 2 Richard III., 55. 
,, ,, 3 Henry VII., 56. 

2 Htnry VIII., 57. 
„ „ ,,1 Edward VI., 63. 

„ ,, „ 1 Mary, 65. 

,, ,, ,, 1 Elizabeth, 68. 

,, ,, ,, 3 James I., 77. 

,, ,, ,, 5 Charles I., 80. 

,, ,, referred to in Charter of 

15 Charles II., 104. 
,> ,> „ 3UeorgelIl.,176. 
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V. 



Edward VI.'s Charter [1547] 63-64. 

,, „ recited in and oonflrmed by Oliar- 

ter of 1 Mary, 65-66. 
„ ,, „ 1 Elizabetli, 67-68. 

,, ,, ,, 3 James I., 76-78 

,, ,, ,, 5 Chnrlea I., 80. 

Elections ; certain persons disqualified from voting, 

92, 115, 186, 208, 209. 
Elizabeth's Charter [1559] 67-69. 

„ „ recited in and confirmed by Char- 

ter of 3 James I., 76-78. 
,, ,, ,, 5 Charles I., 80. 

Elizabeth's Charter (Grammar School), 70-75. 
Escheators, etc. , of King, not to impede Burgesses in 
full enjoyment and use of their liberties 
and acquittances, etc., 8, 13, 18, 21, 27, 
31, 34, 43, 47, 53. 
,, Burgesses exempted from being, in any 
County, 60, 61. 
Esquires, etc., liveries, 50. 
Estrays, 102, 103, 125, 147, 167, 196, 218. 
Essex County Justices, and other Justices of the Peace, 
excluded from exercising jurisdiction 
in the Borough, liberty, suburbs, and 
precinct thereof, 38, 51, 52, 97, 120, 
121, 142, 159, 191, 214. 
,, SherifE and Coroners excluded from 

exercising jurisdiction in the Borough, 
liberty, suburbs, and precinct thereof, 
50, 51, 61, 97, 142 [see also under 
Sherip.l 
Execution of pleas, etc., 35, 37, 49. 
Exchequer, Treasurer and Barons of, 48, 52, 99, 122, 

144, 165, 193, 215, 
Extortions, 38, 51, 52, 96, 120, 142, 158, 191, 213. 
Eyre, Justices in, 52. 



FAIRS, 9, 13, 14, 19, 25. 32, 44, 100, 101, 102, 123, 124, 
125, 147, 148, 167, 168, 173,' 174, 175, 195, 
217, 218. 
, , St. Dennis' Fair : see under St. Dennis' Fair. 
„ Court of pie-powder, 49, 99, 102, 122, 125, 145, 
147, 148, 166, 167, 168, 174, 193, 196, 216, 218. 
„ on 12th and 13th Jtdy, 174. 
„ ,, „ tolls, etc., 174, 175. 

Fee-farm rent, 2, 7, 12, 17, 23, 39, 42, 52, 53, 58, 62, 
71, 102, 125, 168, 196, 218. 
,, ,, grants in aid or support of, 2, 39, 52, 
53, 71, 73, 168, 196, 218. 
deduction of 20/- from, in respect of 
Severalls Estate during time it was 
in the hands of the Crown, 58. 
,, ,, Chantry lands, portion granted in aid 
of, 71, 73. 
Felonies, 9, 13, 18, 25, 32, 36, 37, 38, 44, 51, 52, 53, 
96, 120, 142, 158, 159, 191, 213, 214. 
Felons of themselves, chattels of, 38, 39, 52, 53, 102, 

103, 125, 147, 196, 218. 
Fifteenths : see under Taxes. 

Fines, issues, and amercements, 37,. 38, 52, 53, 95, 102, 
118, 125, 140, 147, 157, 167, 196, 218. 
,, for non-acceptance of office by Mayor and 
others, 88, 111, 135, 183, 205. 
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Fisheries, fishingB, preserves of waters, etc., 102, 125, 

147, 148, 167, 196, 218. 
Fishery from North Bridge to Westnesse (Colne Point) 
and customs of the water and banks on both 
sides, 2, 7, 12, 17, 23, 42, 45. 
,, lateral extent of, 37. 
,, within Liberty, etc., of Colchester, 45, 47. 
„ banks, 2, 7, 12, 17, 23, 42, 45, 46, 47, 102, 

125, 167, 196, 218. '" 
,, ,, within ii5«-iy of Colchester, 45, 47. 

„ creeks, 47, 196, 218. 
,, ,, within iiJerty, 47. 

construction of wharfs, cranes, etc., upon 

banks of Colne, or creeks ; or weirs, or 

kiddels, etc., to take fish, 47, 48. 

,, no one to fish ui, without licence of Bailiffs 

and Commonalty, 47, 48. 

Foreigners (i.e. persons not Burgesses) excluded from 

assizes, juries, 
inquisitions, 
etc., 9, 13, 18, 
19, 24, 25, 32, 
36, 44. 
I, „ might not carry 

on business, 
etc., 101, 124, 
145, 166, 194, 
216. 
to pay pontage, 
100. 
Forfeitures, 37, 38, 52, 53, 218. 
Forest, pleas of, 52. 

Forest of Kyngeswood (Severalls Estate), 58-62. 
Forester not to have power to harass any man within 

the Borough, 2, 4, 7, 12, 17, 23, 30, 42. 
ForestaUing, 48, 51, 52, 96, 119, 142, 158, 191, 213. 
Fox hare and cat: Burgesses might hunt within banlieu 

of Borough, 2, 4, 7, 12, 17, 23, 30, 42. 
Franchiees: [see also undi>r Liberties,] 35, 39, 45, 47, 
61, 81, 104, 106, 129, 147, 148, 149, 167, 
170, 173, 177, 199, 218. 
to be held by Bailiffs and Gommonaliy, 47. 
,, ,, Mayor and Commonalty, 106, 

125, 129, 147, 167, 172, 195, 
217. 
surrender of, 127, 128, 170, 171. 
Fraiik-pledge, view of, 102, 125, 147, 167, 168, 196, 218. 
Free Borough, Colchester a, !:2, 105, 129, 149, 177, 199. 
Free Burgesses, U, 105, 129, 149, 178, 198. 

Kberties, etc. : see under ^Mr^esses. 
Fugitives, Chattels of, 38, 39, 52, 53. 
Funds of Corporation: see under Common Treasure 
and Finei. 
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GAOI^S, delivery of, 52. 

George Ill's first Oharttr [1763] 176-197. 

„ referred to in second Charfer, [1818] 11)8. 
second Charter [1818] 198-2i9. 
Grammar School, Free, foundation of , by Charter of 31, 
Henry VIII., 70-72. 
,, ,, pi-oTisions of Charter of 26, 

Elizabeth [1584] 70-75. 
,, ,, grant of Chantry lands parlly 

for imrposes of,70,71,72,73. 
,, ,, erection of, 70, 71, 73. 

,, ,, endowment and maintenance 

of, 71, 73, 74. 
,, ,, Master, 71,74. 

,, ,, statutes and ordLaances, 72,74. 

,, ,, visitation of, 74. 

( i rants, confirmations of : see under Charters. , 
Greenstead, hamlet of, vrithin Liberty of Colchester, 

37, 45, 47. 
Goods, taxes upon, 49. 
„ waived, 52, 102, 125, 147, 167, 168, 196, 218. 
,, see also under Chattelt. 
Government of the town : see iinder Ordinances. 



HARE, fox, and oat: Burgesses might hunt within 

banlieu of Borough, 2, 4, 7, 

12, 17, 23, 30, 42. 

Hamlets of Donyland, Greenstead, Lexden, and Mile 

End (within Liberty of Colchester) 37, 45, 47, 

58, 59. 

102, 125, 147, 167, 196, 218. 
Henry III.'s Charter [1252] 3-5. 

„ ,, recited in and confirmed by Char- 

ter of 12 iidward II., 6-9. 

36 Edward III., 10-14. 
„ „ „ 1 Richard II., 15-18. 

„ 1 Henry IV., 21-24. 
1 Henry V., 29-31. 
„ „ ,, 1 Edward IV., 41-43. 

„ „ „ 2 Richard 111., 55. 

„ ,. 3Henry VII., i56. 

,, 2 Henry VIII., ,57. 
„ ,, „ 1 iidward VI., 63. 

„ „ „ 1 Mary, 65. 

„ „ „ 1 Elizabeth, 68. 

„ ,1 „ 3 James I., 77. 

„ „ „ 5 Charles I , 80. 

Heniy IV.'s Charter [1400] 21-27. 

„ „ recited in and confirmed by Char- 

ter of 1 Henry V., 28-34. 
Henry V.'s Charter [1413] 28-35. 

„ „ referred to in and confirmed by 

Charter of 25Henry VI., 36,37. 
Henry VI.'b Charter [1447] 36-39. 

„ ,, recited in and confirmed by Char- 

ter of 3 James I., 78. 
„ ,1 ,, 5 Charles I., 80. 

Henry Vn.'s Charter [1488] 56. 

„ ,, recited in and confirmed by Char- 

ter of 2 Henry VIII., 57. 
„ II I, 1 Edward VI., 63. 

,, „ ,, 1 Jlary, 65,66. 

„ „ „ I Elizabeth, 67,68. 

I, ,1 II 3 James I , 77, 78. 

II I, ,, 5 Charles I., 80. 



Henry VIII.'s Charter [1511] 57. 

,, ,, recited in and confirmed by Char- 

ter of 1 Edward Vl., 63. 
1 Mary, 65,66. 
„ „ ,1 1 Elizabeth, 67, 68. 

,, ,, ,, 3 James I., 77,78. 

,, ,, „ 5 Charles 1., 80. 

Henry VIII.'s Charter as to SeveraUs Estate [1535] 
58-62. 
, , , , as to Grammar School (referred 

to in Charter of 26 Elizabeth) 
70, 72. 
,, ,, as to Grammar School, validity 

of, 72. 
High Steward : functions of, 88, 111, 130, 150, 183, 205. 
,, to hold office during natural life, 88, 

111, 183, 205. 
,, death, resignation, or removal of, 89, 

111, 136, 144, 155, 161, 183, 205. 
election of, 89, 111, 136, 144, 155, 160, 
183, 205. 
„ first, 92, 93. 

,, persons named in Charters, 92, 93, 116, 

132, 152, 187, 209. 
„ oaths, etc., 136, 155, 163. 

,, declaration, 136, 163. 

to have received Holy Eucharist, 136, 
163. 
IloRtkra, 38, 96, 119, 141, 158, 190, 212. 
Huntsmen, hunters, etc., 38, 96, 119, 141, 158, 190, 212. 
Horkesley, within ambit, etc., of Colchester, 58. 
Ilouees, burning of, 51, 96, 119, 141, 158, 190, 213. 
Hythe [Nowe Hethe] 48. 



INCORPOKATION of Borough, Titles of : see under 

Corporation. 
Industries and trade of Colchester, 81, 104, 176, 198. 
Inhabitants and Free Burgesses, incorporated as a body 
corporate, 129, 149 : [see also under 
Menand Free Burgesses.'] 
Inliabitants, behaviour of, 47, 95, 118, 140, 157, 189, 211. 
Inquisitions, 9, 13, 18, 25, 32, ?6, 44, 52, 53. 
Imprisonment for non-payment of taxes, 49. 

„ of persons brought before Courts : see 

under Courts. 
Issues, fines, etc. : see under Fines. 



JAMES I.'s Charter [1605], 76-79. 

„ ,, recited in and confirmed by Char- 

ter of 5 Charles I., 80. 
James II.'s Charter [1688], 149-169. 

,, I, referred to in Charter of WUliam 

and Mary, 171, 173. 
Juries in Borough matters to be composed of Burgesses 
only, 9, 13,18, 25, 32, 36, 44. 
,, etc., outside Borou;;h, Burgesses not to be im- 
panelled on, 53. 
Jurisdiction other than that of Borough, exemption 
from, 8, 9, 13, 18, 19, 24, 25, 31, 32, 35, 
«6, 37, 38, 48, 51. 



INDEX— Continued. 



Justices of the Peace for the Borough, 1, 3, 6, 10, 11, 
16, 22, 29, 36, 38, 41, 51, 52,96, 119, 141^ 

157, 158, 190, 212. 

,, none to be, except chosen by Burgesses, 
1, 3, 6, 11, 16, 22, 29, 36, 38, 41. 

,, Bailiffs andfour other men of the town to be, 38. 

,1 ,, and four Burges.«e8 and some one 

learned in the law to be, 50. 

,, Mayor and Recorder Hnd their deputies to be 
96, 119, 141, 157, 158, 190, 212. 

„ Alderman who was last Mayor to be, 96, 119, 

141, 158, 190, 21-2. 

„ two other Aldermen to be elected, 96, 119, 141, 

158, 190, 212. 

„ election of, 38, 50, 96, 119, 141, 144, 157, 158, 
160, l90, 212. 

„ election of, for one year, 38, 96, 119, 141, 158, 
190, 212. 

,, removal of, 144, 161. 

,, Jurisdiction and powers of, 1, 3, 6, 11, 16, 22 
29, 36, 38, 50, 51, 95, 96, 97, 119, 120, 14l' 
158, 190, 212. 

,, jurisdiction within theBoroughand the liberty, 
etc., thereof, 38, 50, 51, 96, 119, 120, 141, 
158, 190, 212. 

,, fines imposed by : see under JiHss. 

„ to keep Statutes, etc., of Winchester, West- 
minster, Northampton, Cambridge, and 
Leicester, etc., 50, 96, 119, 141, 158, 190, 212. 
oaths of, 97, 98, 121, 143, 159, 191, 192, 214. 

„ to have received Holy Eucharist, 141. 

,, Sessions of the Peace : see under Sesaiont of the 
Peace. 

,, escheators, sherifiEs, or other Bailiffs, etc., of 
King not to impede Burgesses in enjoyment 
and use of their liberties, etc., and not to 
have jurisdiction in the Borough, 8, 13, 18, 
24, 31, 34, 38, 43, 47, 49, 53, 103, 125, 148, 
168, 196, 218, 219. 

,, etc., of County of Essex not to have jurisdic- 
tion in Borough, 38, 51, 52, 97, 120, 121, 

142, 159, 191, 214. 
„ in eyre, 52. 

„ of Assize, 52, 53, 99, 122, 144, 145, 165, 193, 
215. 



KEEPERS of the Peace : see under Justices. 

Kiddels, weirs, etc., construction of, in the Colne or 

Creeks, 48. 
King, the ; nor any of his family, nor of any other, to 
be lodged within the walls of the Borough, 
by force or delivery of the Marshal, 1, 4, 
7, 11,16,22,29,41. 
,, his heirs, justices, sheriffs, etc., not to 
impede Burgesses in the full enjoyment 
and use of their liberties, etc. , 8, 13, 18, 24, 
27, 31, 43, 46, 49, 53, 103, 125, 126, 148, 
168, 196, 218. 
King's Bench, Common Bench, Common Pleas, 48, 52, 
99, 122, 144, 165, 193, 215. 
„ Chancery, 48, 52, 99, 122, 144, 165, 193, 215. 



King's ExchecLuer, Barons, etc., of, 48, 52, 99, 122, 
144, 165, 193, 215. 
,, Steward, Marshal, or Clerk of Market, or 
Admiral, not to have any jurisdiction in the 
Borough, and the liberty, suburbs or precinct 
thereof, etc., etc., 39, 49, 50, 52. 
,, firstborn son : Aid to make him a knight, 53. 
,, firstborn daughter : Aid on marriage, 53. 
,, Constable, BaiUff, Minister, etc. : Burgesses 
not compellable to take office, 53 
Knights : liveries of badges of societies to, 50. 
Kyngeswood Heath (Severalls Estate) re-granted by 
Charter of 26 Henry VIII. 
[1535] 58-62. 
,, held by the Corporation in reign 

of Henry n., 58. 

,, allowance of 20/- off fee-farm rent 

during time it was in the hands 

of the Crown [i.e. from 14 

Henry II. to 26 Henry VIII.] 58. 

,, allowance to be discontiaued in 

consequence of re-grant, 69, 62. 

, , rent of one penny to be paid to the 

Crovra in respect of, 59, 61. 
,, situation of, 58, 59. 

,, metes and boiinds, 59, 60. 

,, within the banlieu, precinct, etc., 

of the Borough, 58, 60. 
,, powers in regard to, 58, 62. 

„ power to perambulate and survey, 

60. 
,, power to divide in severalty and to 

enclose, 60. 



LABOURERS, justices of, 38. 

Langham, within ambit, etc., of Colchester, 59. 

Lands, pleas concerning, 9, 13, 18. 24, 32, 35, 36, 37, 

44, 48, 99, 122, 144, 145, 165, 193, 215. 

„ Chantry, granted to town : see under Chantry 

Lands. 
,, Corporation able to purchase and hold, etc., 2, 

47, 83, 106, 129, 149, 178, 200. 
,, debts and recognizances. Burgesses should 
have, 2, 4, 7, 11, 16, 23, 30, 42. 
Lastage, Burgesses quit of, in whole of England and 

sea ports, 1, 4, 7, 11, 16, 22, 29, 41. 
Laws for government of town : see under Ordinances. 
Leicester, Statutes and Ordinances made at, 50. 
Lexden, hamlet of, within Liberty of Colchester, 37, 

45, 47, 58, 59. 

Liberties, franchises, etc., granted to Burgesses to be 
fuUy enjoyed without impediment, etc., 8, 
13, 18, 24, 26, 27, 31, 34, 43, 46, 47. 

,, franchises, etc. . for particulars see under 
Biirgesaes. 

,, francliises, etc., to be held by Bailiffs and 
Commonalty, 47. 

,, franchises, etc., to be held by Mayor and 
Commonalty, 106, 125, 129, 147, 167, 172, 
195, 217. 

„ franchises, surrender of, 127, 128, 170, 171. 



Tin, 
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Liberties and precincts of the Borough, 5, 8, 9, 12, 13, 
17, 18, 24, 25, 31, 32, 35, 36, 87, 38, 39, 42, 
43, 44, 45, 48, 49, 50, 51, 52, 63, 54, 58, 
95, 96, 97, 98, 99, 101, 118, 119, 120, 121, 
122, 123, 124, 140, 141, 142, 143, 144, 145, 
146, 157, 158, 159, 160, 165, 166, 167, 189, 
190, 191, 192, 193, 194, 195,211, 212, 213, 
214, 215, 216, 217. 
,, extend from North Bridge to Westnesse 

(Colne Point), 37, 45. 
,, included {among other places) WestBergholt, 
Boxted, Horkesley, Laugham and Ard- 
leigh, 58. 
,, doubt as to extent, 46. 

Limits and boundaries : see under Metes and Sounds. 

Liveries of Badges of societies to Knights, Esquires, 
etc., 50. 

Liveries of Cloths, 50. 

Lollards, 50. 

Lost things, 52, 53. 

Lot, Burgesses quit of, 1, 3, 6, 11, 16, 22, 29, 41. 



MACES, 91, 114, 127, 185, 208. 
Mace, Sergeants-at-, 91, 114, 127, 185, 208. 
Magistrates : see under Justices. 
Maintenance, 52. 

Manors, Corporation granted power to hold, etc., 83, 
106, 129, 149, 178, 200. 
„ 127, 128, 129, 147, 167, 171, 173. 
Manual Art, persons not Burgesses prohibited from 

using, 101, 124, 145, 166, 194, 216. 
Manufactures, etc., of Colchester, 81, 104, 176, 198. 
Markets and Marts, 2, 4, 8, 12, 17, 23, 30, 42, 102, 125, 
146, 147, 166, 167, 173, 196, 218. 
,, Clerk of, BaHifEs to have full power and 

authority concerning the office of, 39. 
,, Clerk of, the King's Household : see also 

under Mn^, 39, 49, 50, 52. 
,, and customs to remain as they were in reign 
of Henry II., 2, 4, 8, 12, 17, 23, 30, 42. 
Market on Tuesday, 174, 175. 

Tolls, 175. 
Marshal of the King : see under Xing. 
Mary, Charter of [1553] 65, 66. 

„ „ recited in and confirmed by Char- 

ter of 1 Elizabeth, 67-69. 
,, ,, ,, 3 James I., 76-78. 

„ „ „ 5 Charles I., 80. 

Mayrn- and Commonalty, 82, 106, 129, 149, 178, 199. 
,, ,, first creation of, 82. 

„ „ to consist of Men and Free Bur- 

gesses, 82, 105, 178, 198. 
,, ,, to consist of Inhabitants and Free 

Burgesses, 129, 149. 
Mayor, to be a Free Burgess, 83, 84, 107, 130, 179, 
200. 
„ to be an Alderman, 84, 107, 132, 152, 179, 201. 
,, nomination and election of, 84, 85, 107, 132, 

144, 152, 160, 172, 201. 
„ date for election, 84, 107, 132, 152, 179, 201. 
„ oath, 84, 107, 121, 132, 135, 152, 156, 163, 179, 

201. 
„ declaration, 132, 135, 163. 



Mayor, term of office, 84, 107, 132, 152, 179, 201. 
,, death or refusal to act, 85, 108, 133, 152, 153, 
179, 180, 201, 202. 
removal of, 144, 161. 
fine for non-acceptance of office, 88, 111, 135, 

183, 205. 
robe of office, 91, 114, 127, 185, 208. 
to have double vote, 92, 115, 137, 155, 186, 200. 
first, 92. 
persons named in Charters, 92, 115, 116, 131, 

151, 186, 209. 
to attend Church on Sundays, etc., 91, 114, 127, 

185, 208. 
mansion house of, 91, 114, 127, 185, 208. 
to have received Holy Eucharist, 132, 163. 
deputy, appointment of, 93, 116, 138, 144, 155, 
160, 187, 210. 
„ to be an Alderman, 93, 116, 138, 155, 

187, 210. 
,, to be a Justice of the Peace, 96, 119, 
141, 158, 190, 212. 
oath, 93, 116, 138, 155, 187, 210. 
,, declaration, 138, 163. 
„ powers of, 93, 116, 138, 155, 156, 188, 

210. 
,, to have received Holy Eucharist, 138, 

163. 
,, removal of, 144, 160, 161. 
ex-, to be a Justice of the Peace, 96, 119, 141, 
158, 190, 212. 
Measures and Weights, 38, 49, 175. 
Meetings of Corporation : see under Assemblies. 
Mendicants, 50, 96, 119, 141, 158, 190, 212. 
Merchandize, forestalling of : [see also under J%r«s<aKt«y] 
48. 
,, taxes on, 49. 

Messuages, 147, 167, 171, 173. 

Metes and Bounds, 59, 82, 101, 102, 105, 124, 125, 129, 
146, 147, 149, 167, 178, 195, 199, 
217. 
Mile End, hamlet of, within liberty of Colchester, 37, 

45, 47, 58, 59. 
MiUs, 173. 

Ministers of King, not to impede Burgesses in the 
enjoyment and use of their 
Hberties, etc., 8, 13, 18, 24, 27, 
31, 34, 43, 47, 49, 53. 
Misdemeanours (misdeeds) jurisdiction as to, 38. 
Misprisions, 38, 52. 
Monday Court : see under Courts. 
Money, counterfeiting of, 50, 96, 119, 141, 158, 190, 

212. 
Moneys of Corporation: see under Common Treasure 

and Fines. 
Moot Hall of Borough : [see also vuider Common Salt] 

35, 37, 48, 49, 208. 
Mort d'ancestor, assize of, 35, 37, 48, 99, 122, 144, 165, 

193, 215. 
Murage, Burgesses quit of, 9, 13, 18, 24, 31, 43. 
Murder, Burgesses quit of, 1, 3, 6, 11, 16, 22, 29, 41. 
Mysteries (crafts) of Burgesses, taxes, 49. 

,, „ ,, conduct of: see under 

Ordinances, 
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NEW Hythe, 48. 

Northampton, Statutes and Ordinances made at, 50, 

96, 119, 141, 158, 190, 212. 
North Bridge (one of the limits of the Fishery) 2, 7, 12, 

17, 23, 37, 42, 45, 47. 
Novel disseisin, assize of, 35, 37, 48, 99, 122, 144, 165, 
193, 215. 



OATHS, Allegiance and Supremacy, 132, 133, 134, 135, 

136, 137, 138, 139, 163. 
Alderman, 85, 86, 97, 109, 121, 134, 135, 153, 

163, 180, 202. 
Assistant, 86, 109, 110, 134, 135, 154, 163, 

181, 202. 
Common Clerk, 90, 91, 114, 137, 155, 185, 207, 

Council, 87, 110, 134, 135, 154, 163, 

182, 204. 
Justices, 97, 98, 121, 143, 159, 191, 192, 214. 
Mayor, 84, 107, 121, 132, 135, 152, 156, 163, 

179, 201. 
deputy, 93, 116, 138, 155, 187, 210. 
Recorder, 89, 97, 112, 121, 136, 155, 156, 163, 
184, 206. 

deputy, 93, 94, 117, 138, 156, 188, 
210. 
forms of, to be ordained, 94, 117, 139, 188, 211. 
power to administer, 94, 117, 139, 156, 160, 
162, 188, 191, 211, 214. 
Occupation : see under Btisiness. 

,, conduct of : see under Ordinances. 

Office, fines for non-acceptance of, 88, 111, 135, 183, 205. 

„ robes of, 91, 114, 127, 185, 208. 
Officers to be elected by Mayor, Aldermen, etc., 137, 

155. 
Ordinances, constitutions, etc., for government of the 
town, etc., 49, 90, 95, 113, 118, 119, 131, 
140, 151, 157, 185, 189, 207, 211. 
Outlaws, Chattels of, 38, 39, 52, 102, 103, 125, 147, 

196, 218. 
Ostlers : see under Hostlers. 



PASSAGE, Burgesses quit of, 1, 4, 7, 11, 16, 22, 29, 41. 
Pastures, 102, 125, 147, 167, 173, 196, 218. 
Pavage, Burgesses quit of, 9, 13, 18, 24, 32, 43. 
Peace, preservation of : [see also under Justices'], 50, 51, 
82, 105, 119, 141, 158, 190, 212. 
„ security to keep the, 51, 96, 119, 141, 158, 190, 

213. 
„ sessions of, 90, 98, 121, 122, 143, 160, 192, 215. 
Perambulation of the Borough, 101, 102, 124, 125, 146, 

147, 167, 195, 217. 
Pie-powder, Court of, 49, 99, 102, 122, 125, 145, 147, 
148, 166, 167, 174, 193, 196, 
216, 218. 
Picage, Burgesses quit of, 9, 13, 18, 24, 32, 43. 

„ (Fairs), 174. 
Plaints, 9, 13, 18, 24, 32, 37, 38, 44, 83 [see also under 
PUtts.'] 
,, Corporation empowered to prosecute and 
defend, 47, 83, 106. 



Fleas, real personal and mixed, cognizance and execu- 
tion of : [see also under Actions'] 1, 3, 6, 7, 9, 
10, 11, 13, 16, 18, 22, 24, 25, 29, 32, 35, 36, 
37, 38, 41, 43, 48, 49, 83, 98, 99, 113, 122, 123, 
144, 145, 165, 166, 178, 193, 194, 215, 216. 
,, Burgesses not liable to plead or be impleaded 
outside Borough, 1, 3, 6, 9, 11, 13, 16, 18, 22, 
24, 25, 29, 32, 35, 36, 38. 
, , Corporation empowered to prosecute and defend, 

47, 83, 106, 129, 150, 178, 200. 
,, of the Crown : see under Crown. 
„ Common, 52, 193, 215 : [see also under King's 

Bench.'] 
„ of Forest, 52. 
Pontage, Burgess quit of, 1, 4, 7, 11, 16, 22, 29, 41. 
,, power to chargft and levy for 14 years, 100. 
Population, 81, 104, 149, 176, 198. 
Precinots and parcel of Borough : see under Liberties 

and Precmct. 
,, ,, estatetitle and pos- 

session of BaiUEs in, 46. 
-Presentations, Certificates of last, 48. 
Presentments, 48. 
Privileges of Burgesses : see under Burgesses. 



aUARTER Sessions, 90, 98, 121,122,143,160,192,215. 

Quays, 102, 125, 196, 218. 

Q«o?FiMTaK<o proceedings against Corporation, 177, 199. 



RATES (taxes) power to assess, levy, etc., 49. 
Recognizances, Burgesses should have them whosoefer 
might owe them, 2, 4, 7, 11, 16, 23, 30, 42. 
53. 
Recorder, quaUfioation, 89, 112, 130, 151, 184, 206. 
functions of, 89, 112, 130, 151, 184, 206. 
oath, 89, 97, 112, 121, 136, 155, 156, 163, 
184, 206. 
„ declaration, 136, 163. 
„ to be a justice, 96, 98, 119, 141, 157, 158, 

190, 212. 
,, to hold office during natural life, 89, 112, 

184, 206. 
,, death, resignation or removal, 89, 90, 91, 
112, 114, 136, 144, 155, 161, 184, 186, 206, 
208. 
election of, 90, 112, 113, 144, 155, 160, 171, 
172, 184, 206. 
„ to nominate Common Clerk, 91, 113, 131, 

136, 184, 207. 
,, to have received Holy Eucharist, 136, 163. 
„ first, 93. 

,, perons named in Charters, 93, 116, 132, 187, 
209. 
deputy, 89, 93, SI, 112, 117, 130, 138, 156, 
188, 210. 
„ ,, appointment of, 94, 117, 138, 144, 

156, 160, 188, 210. 
„ „ qualifications, 94, 117, 138, 156, 

160, 188, 210. 
oath, 93, 94, 117, 138, 156, 188, 210. 
,, ,, declaration, 138, 



z. 
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Recorder, deputy (continued) — 

,, „ to be a Justice of the Peace, 96, 98, 

119, 141, 157, 158, 190, 212. 
,, ,, to have received Hol7Eucharist,138. 

,, ,, removal of, 144, 161. 

Bedeltiptions, 52, 53. 
Re-disseisins, pleas of, 35, 37, 48, 99, 122, 144, 165, 

193, 215. 
Regrating and regrators, 51, 96, 120, 142, 158, 191, 213. 
Rents, pleas of : see under Pleas. 
,, Corporation able to purchase, etc., 47, 83, 106, 

129, 149, 178, 200. 
,, taxes on, 49. 
Richard I.'s Charter [1189] 1, 2. 

,, ,, recited in and confirmed by Charter 

of 37 Heniy III., 3, 4, 5. 
,, ,, recited in and partly confirmed by 

Charterof 12 Edward II., 6,7,8. 
,, „ „ 36 Edward III., 10, 11, 12. 

„ 1 Richard II., 15, 16, 17. 
„ 1 Henry IV., 22, 23. 
„ 1 Henry V., 29, 30. 
,, ,, referred to in Charter of 25 Henry 

VI., 36. 
,, ,, recited in and partly confirmed by 

Charter of 1 Edward IV., 41, 42. 
„ ,, „ 2 Richard III., 55. 

3 Henry VII., 56. 
2 Henry Vlir., 57. 
„ „ 1 Edward VI., 63. 

1 Mary, 65. 
„ „ „ 1 Elizabeth, 68. 

,, „ ,, 3 James I., 77. 

„ „ 5 Charles I., 80. 

,, ,, referred to in Charter of 

11 Charles I., 81. 
15 Charles 11., 104. 
3 George III., 176. 
Richard II.'s Charter [1378] 15-20. 

,, „ recited in and confirmed by Char- 

ter of 1 Henry IV., 21-26. 

1 Henry v., 28-33. 

„ „ „ 1 Edward TV., 40-45. 

„ ,, „ 2 Richard III., 55. 

3 Henry VII., 56. 

2 Henry VIII., 57. 
1 Edward VI., 63. 
1 Mary, 65. 

„ ,, ,, 1 Elizabeth, 68. 

,, ,, ,, 3 James I., 77. 

„ „ „ 5 Charles I., 80. 

Richard IH's Charter [1484] 55. 
River Colne, fishery : see under Fishery. 

,, customs of water and banks, 2, 7, 12, 17, 

23,42. 
, , ' 'whole water and river from North Bridge 

to Westnesse together with banks " 
within liberty and precinct of Borough, 
45, 47. 
,, estate, title, etc., of Bailiffs, etc., in, 46. 

„ banks of, 2, 7, 12, 17, 23, 42, 45, 46, 47, 

102, 125, 167, 196, 218. 
,, „ construction of wharfs, cranes, 

weirs, kiddels, etc., upon, 47, 48. 
,, forestalling of merchandize, 48 : [see also 

under ForeaialUnff'] 



Rivers, 167, 196, 218. 

Robes of oface, 91, 114, 127, 185, 208. 



SCHOOL, Free Grammar : see under Grammar School. 
Scot, Burgesses quit of, 1, 3, 6, 11, 16, 22, 29, 41. 
Seaports, Burgesses exempt from customs and other 

charges, 1, 4, 7, 11, 16, 22, 29, 41. 
Seal, Common, 47, 83, 106, 130, 150, 178, 200. 
Sergeants-at-Mace, 91, 114, 127, 185, 208. 
Servants, 38, 50, 96, 119, 141, 158, 190, 212. 
Services, pleas concerning, 35, 36, 37. 
Sessions of the Peace, 90, 98, 121, 142, 160, 192, 215. 
Severalls Estate : see under Eyngeswood Estate. 
Sheriffs, etc., of King not to impede Burgesses in fuU 
enjoyment of their liberties, etc., 8, 13, 
18, 24, 27, 31, 34, 43, 47, 53, 103, 125, 
148, 168, 196, 218. 
,, not to enter or intrude into the Borough, 

48. 
, , of County of Essex not to enter or intrude 

into the Borough, 51, 52, 97, 142. 
,, Burgesses exempted from being, in any 

County, 60, 61. 
Ships bringing merchandize, forfeiture of in certain 

cases, 48. 
Stallage, 174. 

Statutes and Ordinances made at Westminster, and 
elsewhere, 50, 51, 96, 119, 141, 158, 190, 212. 
Steward of the King : see under King. 

,, High, of Borough : see under Sigh Steicard. 
Strays : see under Estrays. 
St. Dennis' Fair, grant of by Edward II. [1319], 9. 

,, ,, confirmations of 13, 19, 25, 

32,44,100,101,123,194, 

,, to last for eight days, 9, 13, 19, 25, 

32,44. 
„ ,, four days, 100, 101, 123, 

194. 
,, to be held on eve and day of St. 

Demiis and 6 days following, 9, 13, 
19, 25, 32, 44. 
,, to beheld on eve and day of St.Dennis 

and two days then next f oUowiag, 
100, 101, 123, 194. 
,, grant of all liberties of free customs 

to d\ioh fair appertaining, 9, 14, 19, 
25, 32, 44. 
St Helen, Chantry of Chapel of, 70, 71, 72, 73. 
St. Mary, Chantry of Church of, 70, 71, 73. 
Subsidies : see under Taxes. 

Suburbs of Borough : [see also under Literties and 
Frecincts of Borough'] 9, 13, 18, 24, 32, 35, 36, 
37, 38, 39, 44, 45, 47. 
Suicides, goods of, 38, 39, .52, 53, 102, 103, 125, 147, 

196, 218. 
Suits, jurisdiction in : see under Actions. 

,, Corporation might prosecute or defend, 47, 83, 
106, 129, 150, 178, 200. 
Sundays, etc., behaviour of Mayor and others on, 95, 

118,140, 1.57, 189,211. 
Surrender of Charters and Privileges, etc., to Charles 
II. [1684] 127, 128, 170, 171. 
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TAXES upon goods, rents, mysteries, etc., power to 
as'sesB, levy, etc., 49. 
,, tenths, fifteenths, aids, etc.: no Burgess com- 
pellable to act as Assessor, Taxer, or Collec- 
tor, 53. 
Tenements, jurisdiction concerning, 35, 36, 37, 48, 99, 
122, 123, 144, 165, 193, 215. 
,, Corporation able to purchase, etc., 47, 83, 

106, 129, 149, 178, 200. 
Tenures, jurisdiction as to : [see also under Lands'] 9, 

13, 18, 24, 25, 32, 36, 44. 
Threatening of people, offence of, 51. 
Thursday Court : see under Courts. 
Tithes, 173. 

Titles of Incorporation : see under Corporation : Titles. 
Toll, etc., in whole of England and sea ports. Bur- 
gesses quit of, 1, 4, 7, 11, 16, 22, 29, 41. 
, , see also under Murage, Ficage and Pcwage. 
,, remedy of Burgesses in case toll was unlawfully 

taken, 2, 4, 7, 11, 16, 17, 23, 30, 42. 
,, in respect of Bridges in Borough, 100. 
ToUs, 1, 2, 4, 7, 11, 16, 17, 22, 23, 29, 30, 41, 42, 102, 

147, 167, 174, 175, 196, 218. 
Town Clerk : see under Comimn Clerk. 
Trade, etc., of Colchester : 81, 104, 176, 198. 

, , persons not Burgesses prohibited from carrying 
on, 101, 124, 145, 166, 194, 216. 
Travelling men : see under Beggars. 
Treason, 52. 

Trespasses, jurisdiction concerning, 9, 13, 18, 25, 32, 

35, 36, 37, 38, 44, 48, 51, 52, 96, 99, 120, 

122, 123, 142, 144, 145, 158, 159,' 165, 

166, 191, 193, 194, 213, 215, 216. 

,, chattels of persons committing specific, 38 

■Tronage, 102, 147, 167, 196, 218. 



Vagabonds and Vagrants, 50, 96, 119, 141, 158, 190, 

212. 
Valets, Liveries, 50. 
Value, annual, of premises or gifts in Charters : see 

under Yearly Value. 
Victuals, forestalling of, 48. 
,, assize of, 49. 

sale of, 101, 124, 146, 166, 195, 217. 
Victualling of the Borough, 95, 118, 140. 
Voting at Elections : certain persons disqualified from, 
92, 115, 186, 208, 209. 



WAIPS, 102, 103, 104, 125, 147, 167, 168, 218. 
"Waived goods, 52, 102, 125, 147, 167, 168, 196, 218. 
WaUs of Borough, 1, 2, 3, 4, 6, 7, 11, 16, 22, 29, 30, 
36, 41. 
,, King, nor any of his family, nor of 

any other, should be lodged 
within, by force or delivery of 
the Marshal, 1, 4, 7, 11, 16, 22, 
29, 41. 
"Wards of Borough (four) 49, 81, 84, 102, 104, 124, 
125, 146, 147, 167, 176, 195, 198, 
217. 
"Water and banks of the Colne : see under Hiver Colme. 
,, preserves and conservation of, 102, 125, 147, 167, 
196, 218. 
"Weights and Measures, 38, 49, 175. 
"Weirs, etc., construction of, in River or Creeks, 48. 
"West Bergholt, within ambit, etc., of Colchester, 58. 
"Westminster, Statutes and Ordinances made at, 59, 96, 

119, 141, 158, 190, 212. 
"Westnesse (Colne Point) one of the limits of the 

Fishery, 2, 7, 12, 17, 23, 37, 42, 45, 47. 
"Wharfs and cranes on banks of Eiver or Creeks, 47. 
,, quays, etc., 47, 102, 125, 147, 167, 196, 218. 
"WiUiam and Mary's Charter [1693] 170-175. 

,, referred to in Charter of 3 George III. , 177. 

„ ,, „ 58 George in., 194. 

"Winchester, Statutes and Ordinances made at, 50, 96, 

119, 141, 158, 190, 212. 
"Wine, assize of, 49. 

Wood of Kyngeswood : see under Kyngeswood Estate. 
"WooUen Manufactures : see under Manufactures. 
"Workmen, 50, 96, 119, 141, 1.58, 190, 212. 
"Writs : Burgesses to have return of all, concerning all 
things pertaining to the liberty of the town, 
5, 8, 12, 17, 24, 31, 42, 43, 48, 102, 125, 147, 
167, 196, 218. 
Writs, warrants and precepts to be directed to the 
ministers of the Borough, 51, 97, 120,142. 



"TEAELY value of premises and gifts in Charters : in- 
correct statement of, not to affect grants, 39, 
54, 61, 62, 75, 103, 126, 148, 168, 169, 197, 
219. 
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